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A ‘POSTA CESKOSLOVENSKA 1919’ FORGERY
by Robert Lauer

Back in August 2021, | went down to Toronto to help fellow SCP member Robert Pinet put together a
bunch of lots for auction at Sparks Auctions, a local auction house here in Ottawa, Canada. While | was down
there, Robert handed me a 102-card containing three Austrian stamps with the ‘POSTA CESKOSLOVENSKA 1919’
overprint on them. “Here, you have ‘em, | don’t collect these.” These three stamps were still sitting on my stamp
table when the September 2021 issue of Czechout, the quarterly journal of our sister society the Czechoslovak
Philatelic Society of Great Britain (CPSGB), arrived in the mail. One of the articles in this issue was a book review
by Peter William of Hungary, 1919: Stamps and Forgeries by Clark Souers. Peter’s book review not only had me
picking up Clark’s book to take a look at his section on the ‘POSTA CESKOSLOVENSKA 1919’ overprints, but also had
me talking a closer look at the three stamps that Mr. Pinet had casually tossed in my direction. Much to my delight,
one of these stamps, a 15 heller Karl, turns out to be forgery. | have had a colleague at my local stamp club come
to me with a really high catalogue value stamp from this issue seeking an opinion as to its genuineness (not surpris-
ingly, it was a forgery, not a bad one, but still a fake), but this is the first time | have come across a forged copy of
one of the run-of-the-mill denominations of the overprinted Austrian stamps of this series. Based on the material
that he has examined, Clark concludes that forgeries of these stamps are relatively scarce; | would agree with him.

Figure 1: the 15 heller Karl overprinted ‘POSTA CESKOSLOVENSKA 1919’,

The 15 heller Karl (Pofis #38 and Scott #B7) was one of the Austrian definitives from the 1916-1918 period
that was overprinted with what is usually referred to as “Overprint A”. Overprint A has 2 Types which are distin-
guished by the shape and placement of the accent over the ‘S’ in ‘POSTA’. In Type 1, the accent over the ‘S’ in
‘POSTA' is heart shaped and touches or almost touches the top of the ‘S’. In Type 2, the accent has a blockier, more
squared-off appearance, like a crown, and is set above the ‘S’. Both Type 1 and Type 2 have the bottom curve of
the last ‘9’ in ‘1919’ filed off at a diagonal. Type 1 and Type 2 are illustrated by the first two stamps in the Figure 1
above, respectively. Each of the denominations overprinted with Overprint A (the 3h, 5h, 6h, 10h, 12h, 40h, 50h,
60h, 80h, 90h, 1K, 2K, 3K, 4K, 10K Arms and the 15h, 20h, 25h, 30h Karl) have both Type 1 and Type 2 overprints
in varying numbers (46-56 Type 1 and 40-52 Type 2) in a 100-stamp sheet, depending on the plate used to print
the overprints.

The 3h, 5h, 15h, 25h and 50h also exist with sub-types of Type 1 and Type 2. These two sub-types (1a and
2a) are exactly the same as Type 1 and Type 2, except that the bottom loop of the last ‘9’ in ‘1919’ has not been
filed-off on a diagonal. The third stamp in Figure 1 is a Type 2a. There were generally one Type 1a and three Type
2a clichés in each plate used to print these denominations; the one exception being one of the plates that was
used to overprint the 15h, where there were four Type 2a clichés®.

The last stamp on the right in Figure 1 is the aforementioned forgery. Given the heart shaped accent over
the ‘S’ in ‘POSTA, the forger was obviously aiming to duplicate a Type 1a stamp, which is the scarcest overprint.
The first thing that leaps up at one when this stamp is put next to a genuine example is that the angle of the over-
print is wrong. This would definitely have been picked up using Clark’s template method for checking the over-
print. What initially got me looking more closely at this stamp in isolation was the shape and the placement accent
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over the ‘S’ in ‘POSTA’. The top of the accent is heart shaped, but the bottom is flat rather than pointed and there
is a space between the accent and the ‘S’, which should not exist on a Type 1a overprint. The accent over the ‘A’
in ‘CESKOSLOVENSKA' is also squared-off, rather than triangular in shape.

Figure 2: detail from genuine Type 2a (left) and forgery (right).

One thing, which Roy Dehn mentions in his monograph on this issue, but Clark doesn’t in his book, that
| always check for is the way in which the overprint was printed. The ‘POSTA CESKOSLOVENSKA 1919’ overprints
were printed by typography, or letterpress, as it is also known. As a result, all of the letters/numerals of the over-
print have a ‘squeeze’ of ink to the outside making for a thin outline of darker ink around each letter or numeral.
This is from the plate being pressed into the paper. This is illustrated in the detail from the genuine Type 2a stamp
on the left-hand side of Figure 2 vs the same detail from the forged stamp on the right-hand. On almost all mint
stamps, and even many used, this also means that the letters/numerals appear in relief through the back of the
stamp.

Notes:
1. At the bottom page 39 in the POFIS 2012 — Ceskoslovensko, 1918-1939
catalog, there are illustrations setting out the distributions of the various
Types on Plates 1a, 1b and 2, the three plates that contained Types 1a and
2a, and a table indicating which plates were used to overprint which denom-
inations. Plates 1a and 1b were used to print the 15h. There is also a note
with respect to the 15h overprints, which roughly translated reads

“A small part of the 15h value was overprinted using Plate 4, which

has a different distribution of types (for its scheme, see Monographs

of Czechoslovak Stamps, Part Il). Larger blocks from Plate 4 are

rare.”

In the fall 2021 CPSGB auction, | purchased the 5x5 block of the 15h “Posta
Ceskoslovenska 1919” overprints illustrated at left. The block is composed
entirely of Types 1 and 2 and the first thing | did on receiving this purchase
was to try to figure out which plate had been used to overprint it. There was
no 5x5 block on either Plate 1a or 1b that matched the distribution of types
contained in this block.

Not having Volume Il of the Monografie on my bookshelf, | turned to Roy
Dehn’s monograph on this subject, which does have the schematic for Plate
4. Sure enough, this block fits the distribution of types for the lower left
quarter of Plate 4 and has the Plate Flaws that Dehn identifies for positions

52, 53 and 63.
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President’s Corner

Your Society convened in Portland, OR at PIPEX from May 3 through May 5, 2024. Unfortunately,
just as | arrived in Portland, came the news of the passing of Ludvik “Lou” Svoboda. Lou, quite simply,
was a driving force in Czechoslovak philately, on both sides of the Atlantic. Since joining the Society,
Lou’s service was unparalleled. To begin, Lou was on the Editorial Board from 1979 to 1988; he was Trea-
surer of the Society from 1983 to 1991, and President TWICE, first from 1991-1995 and more recently
from 2018-2021. On top of this, Lou was Editor of The Czechoslovak Specialist from 1996 to 2018 and,
at times, served as Sales Circuit Manager and Expertizing Chairman. He was the Society Librarian at the
time of his passing. It appears that Lou served on the Board of Directors since 1980 as well —that’s more
than 45 years of service to the Society members, more than half the time we have been in existence.

But more than just holding offices in the Society, Lou was the “go-to” person for just about any
guestion one might have about any area of Czechoslovak collecting. If he didn’t know the answer, which
was rare, he knew who did. It was however, not just his knowledge; it was the way he enthusiastically
communicated that knowledge. One could see his love of anything Czech and Slovak (also Moravian as
well, the land of his parents) when he talked about philately to anyone. If one was looking for a particular
item for their collection, Lou probably had one (or possibly 5!). When | first got involved in the SCP, he
warmly welcomed me and offered his help in any way. He helped me develop the Society’s bookstore
into a real asset for us. Later, Lou encouraged me to exhibit and when | began to do so, he was always on
the lookout for that item that might enhance my exhibit. But more than any of this, it was his kindness
and sense of humor that made him who he was. He liked to say that he was “made in Czechoslovakia
but baked in the US”. His parents (his mother unaware she was pregnant) came to Maryland in 1939 to
open a Bata Shoe factory, where he was born. He spoke Czech as his only language until he went off to
elementary school. |, along with many others, will miss him!

As mentioned, the SCP met at PIPEX for the first time ever. | want to thank the PIPEX Organizing
Committee for organizing a well-run show, and for making resources available to us as we met. Your
Board met on Thursday afternoon, and the discussion centered mainly around our colleague Lou. Fur-
ther discussions centered around our next meeting in St. Louis Stamp Expo in March 2025, and then at
Boston 2026 World Expo (the once in a decade in the US FIP show). We began to discuss where to meet
after that, probably on the West Coast again. The Society had two exhibits entered in competition at
PIPEX. My exhibit (at the risk of tooting my own horn), Czechoslovakia’s Newspaper Stamps 1918-1939,
won a Gold and the Alfons Mucha award, while Alan Hanzl’s The Partitioning of Czechoslovakia 1938-
1939 garnered a Large Vermeil. | would certainly like to see more than two Society exhibits next year at
St. Louis. If you have any thoughts of exhibiting, and getting started, | am (along with several other mem-
bers) more than willing to encourage and give advice. A great thing about meeting at this year’s new
location was meeting many members from the area who also attended the show. It was great putting
faces to what previously had been names before meeting them in person. | enjoy meeting our members
and learning about what they collect.

One final piece of business. The Board recently decided to change the printer/publisher of The
Czechoslovak Specialist. This process has been a lot longer than anticipated, and | apologize for the lack
of timely journals. This situation will be rectified going forward. | want to take the opportunity to thank
our long-time printer, Nancy Godfrey, for her many years of producing a great journal. It was her skill,
knowledge and creativity along with her willingness to work with our Editors which helped to make The
Specialist the asset it is. Thank you Nancy!

James A. Buckner, President
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What Is A Czechoslovak First Day Cover? —
And How They Came To Be Issued

by Keith Hart

So what exactly is an official Czechoslovak FDC? You would think that this would be an easy question to an-
swer. This is definitely not the case. Hopefully this article will explain why.

It was of course entirely possible for collectors to walk into a post office on December 18, 1918, buy the two
stamps that the new Czechoslovak Republic issued that day, adhere them to an envelope they had brought with
them, address it to a friend, another collector, or even to themselves. Then put it carefully into a mailbox to be
processed by the postal service. This indeed was a first day cover. The same could be said for all succeeding stamp
issues up to March 15, 1939 (before the tragic disruption of Czechoslovak philatelic activities caused by Hitler and
his cronies), then able to continue to do the same on the resumption of the Republic on June 25, 1945. But all
these covers would not be considered First Day Covers (note the capitals!) by the Czechoslovak Post Office, Pofis
and Monografie 9.

Following the end of World War Il the postal authorities (and not just in Czechoslovakia) had a great idea for
obtaining additional money from collectors, other than merely selling them stamps. They would provide an official
first day cover and made it simple for you to buy, either through a subscription service, or by turning up and pur-
chasing them at a central post office in your city or town. You could then have a pristine copy for your collection
or mail it and have a postally used copy to add to your compendium of postal history.

Following the Treaty of Yalta it had been inevitable that Czechoslovakia would fall under the influence of the
Soviet Union after the end of World War Il. There was still some simmering resentment within the country with

their despicable treatment from Britain and

France following the Munich Agreement in

1938, which directly led to Germany’s tem-

; s porary dismemberment of Czechoslovakia.

1945 PRAHA 1946 - s Combined with the fact that the Red Army

g & had liberated the majority of Czechoslovakia,

it was always going to be hard to slow the
massive enlargement of the Czechoslovak
Communist Party (KSC), which led to them
becoming the largest party in the alliance that
ruled Czechoslovakia after the March 1946
VVVVVVVVVV AN elections. The Soviets then pressured the KSC
to begin the bribery and blackmail of elect-

(/PPN 2 e .~-"‘ 0
LEui s> Praha 1 3 > . . .
VYROGI PRAZSKE REVOLUCE : 1066 f ed officials, which rapidly strengthened their

5, - KYETEN - 9.

A BOJU NA BARIKADAGH power within the country. This did not have
~ Obchod poStovniml zndmkami any effect on the subject matter of stamp is-
PRVNI DEN YXDANI — FIRST DAY COVER Bohuslav Naprstek, Praha Ji, sues in 1946 but was certainly the case soon

JindFiisks 6. tel. 385-19. after the beginning of 1947 onwards.

. . ' o . The process of issuing FDCs was devel-

Fig. 1. Mailed to a stamp dealer, possibly by himself. . .
Note that the registration sticker has “Prag 1” blacked out. oped gradually during 1946 in Czechoslova-
A year since liberation the old dual-language stickers kia. On May 5, 1946 two semi-postal stamps
of the Protectorate are still being used. were issued to commemorate the 1% Anni-

versary of the May Uprising [Pofis 433-434,
Scott B156-B157]. These stamps depict St. George slaying the Dragon, a fairly obvious statement on Allied forces
(and Czechoslovak patriots) defeating Nazi Germany. The cachet, in red, has the emblem of the Czech lion togeth-
er with the Slovak double-barred cross, as well as blue text above and below that reads “Prvni Den Vydani — First
Day Cover” (Fig. 1). The text also mentions that it is to commemorate the “Anniversary of the Prague Revolution
and Fighting on the Barricades”. The cover does not say that it is officially from Ceskoslovenskd Posta and other
covers with the same cancellation were issued at the same time from the Praha 1 post office (Fig. 2). It should be
noted that the envelope size used for these two covers was not the same, although the quality/weight/color of the
paper used does seem to be identical. Itis likely that at this time the postal service was still developing its program
for their own official first day covers and were releasing different versions of cachets/envelopes to gain concep-
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tual experience for their program before it officially com-
menced at the beginning of 1947. This and the following
issue are not mentioned in Monografie 9* which is the
‘bible’ for the study of Czechoslovak FDCs.

The next issue came on June 17" and celebrat-
ed The First Clipper Air Mail Flight from Prague to New
York. The cover features the dark-blue 24 Kés stamp of
the Prague-New York Flight issue [Pofis L16, Scott C19] ( a
later version was printed in violet-red) and a 16 K¢s stamp

Ao ) : from the closely related Air Motifs issue [Pofis L21, Scott
1. 'u‘,'"“ i C23] on a cover that has a blue printed cachet showing
eSAR. the pilot FrantiSek Novak (Fig. 3) who also appears on

four different values of this stamp. The cover text does
include both “First Flight” and “First Day of Issue”. The 16
Kés stamp was sufficient for mail within Czechoslovakia,
the 24 Kés stamp was required for international air mail
to the USA. The special cancellation shows us that it
originated from the ‘Praha 7 Letecka Posta’ airport post
office and the sheer amount of covers that are always
available for sale indicates that this must have been an
extremely busy office on that specific day. The particular
cover shown was in fact registered and mailed onwards
from the Prague 33 post office the same day. There are
several other covers celebrating this first flight, both
with and without cachets (Figs. 4a & 4b). These are

Fig. 2. Lettering indicates ‘1st anniversary of liberation
of the Czechoslovak Republic’.

[ on lighter-weight bluish air mail envelopes. The covers

et without cachets are nearly all mailed to offices of Pan

. EEENY giigp;druwﬂ American World Airways on stop-over points along the
. H] m 7 T 3 E route of this first flight. You can also easily find examples
47 R - ‘ with just the 16 KCs or 24 K¢s stamps on their own. Eight

Fig. 3. Th|s cover re:celved cancellations on the back ?th.ef sta[np values from this issue did not appe;ar gn any
from New York (June 18) and Cleveland’s Shaker Sq. officially’ used FDCs. One unanswered question is why

post office (June 19). the issue date was June 13, 1946, while the first flight

actually took place four days later. Perhaps the flight was

delayed for some last-minute technical reason. The 24 K¢s stamp was only postally valid for one day, although
there are examples of it being used on mail after this date.

OnJuly 5, 1946 a 1.20 K¢s stamp was issued for the writer/journalist Karel Havli¢ek Borovsky [Pofis 436, Scott

315] and two first day covers were issued that day, differing only by the cancellation. One was issued at his birth-

place, Borova u Pribyslavé. The other at his family home in Havlick(v Brod, which had only recently been renamed

3 PAN AMERICAN WORLD AIRWAYS
I Letadlen  [IRGLTGES PAN AMERIG WORLD ATRRAYS
JOSER  PRAHA-NEW YORK
FIRST FLIGHT — —

PRAGUE TO GANDER.

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

A 1
' “ Prohe Mrss

20467 R,C. Gluck & Co.,

Gander Airport
Gander, Newfoundland

Y & & & N & s S

. . c¢/o Pan American Airways, Inc.
l )

Fig. 4b. This stamp was not sufficient for airmail to

65 Nassau Street ,
New fork 7, . A
L & 8 B B 8 & ' Newfoundland, Canada. Nevertheless, it has a receiving

cancel from Gander dated June, 18, 1946
Fig. 4a. The cachet is identical to that printed
as a coupon for this stamp issue.
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from the Germanized Nemécky Brod. Both of these
covers seem to be extremely rare. | have never seen
either on sale. However, | do own a version which
uses the first day envelope, with cachet, which was
mailed at the Praha 57 post office (Fig. 5). Two days
after the official first day cancellations another cov-
er with a black-printed private cachet mimicking the
black-green stamp was mailed using the Havlicklv
Brod cancellation but was the result of an Autoposta
mobile post office vehicle being in the village on that

KAREL HAVLIGEK BOROVSKY day(FIg' 6)'
185619456 For the Stamp Exhibition BRNO 1946 the pro-
motional department of the organizing committee
e i e St S prepared envelopes with three different cachets on

the left side, all with the same text BRNO 1946 — CE-
LOSTATNI VYSTAVA POSTOVNICH ZNAMEK, PRVNI
DEN VYDAN{ — FIRST DAY COVER. Postage stamps
used were from the Towns series issued on August
3, 1946 [Pofis 438-439, Scott 316-317]. One cachet
depicts reddish-brown printed lettering and a cachet
of a medal awarded at this stamp show, shown in this
case on a cover with the miniature sheet issued for
S the exhibition and cancelled the third day of the ex-
hibition (Fig. 7). One cachet shows the entrance to
the Old Town Hall with a blue printed image and let-
tering (Fig. 8a) and another with a blue image and
red lettering (Fig. 8b). Another shows the Minorite
Church with a red image and blue lettering (Fig. 9a).
Another example has a green image and lettering
(Fig. 9b). Note that the lettering in the green exam-
ple is smaller. | am sure there are other variations out
there somewhere. This must have been an exciting
Fig. 6. time for Czechoslovak collectors, the war had made it

a long time since the previous important stamp show. It must have felt similar to us in 2021 when shows started
up again after the pandemic. Of course during the show, collectors also being philatelists, managed to get every
available combination of stamps/sheets on mailed covers, often with multiples of stamps, registration stickers,
and even with personal delivery stamps (Fig. 10). The official cancellation was not just used on the first day of the
stamp show, which was also the first day of issuance for the stamps. The other two days of the show also used the
same cancellation but with the 4.VI11.1946 and 5.VII.1946 dates. Naturally these later day-cancellations can in no
way be considered first day covers. It should also be noted that the cancellations on these covers can be found
with either ‘@’ or ‘b’ noted within the cancellation, a minor variation but still thought of as being collectable by
philatelists.

It should be briefly noted here that a three stamp semi-postal issue from October 15, commemorating the
Return of Czechs and Slovaks to Their Homeland [Pofis 440-442, Scott B160-B162], following their displacement
by World War I, did not have any known FDCs issued. This was the only 1946 issue without these covers.

This brings us to the final new issue of 1946. On October 28 a four-stamp issue for Dr. Edvard Benes [Pofis
443-446, Scott 318-321], who was the President of Czechoslovakia but curiously not noted as such in the official
literature naming this issue. The importance that the postal service saw in this particular issue can be seen by
the fact that the stamps and the black cachet were designed by Max Svabinsky and engraved by Jindra Schmidt,
almost certainly their first choice for a stamp designer/engraver duo at that time. It seems as if by this time the
Postal Service had decided how their First Day Covers were going to look — a professionally designed cachet on the
left side - the stamp/stamps are neatly positioned in the top right corner - and a special cancellation accurately
placed so as not to deface the stamps (Fig. 11). However the first day cover for this issue was never made public. It
was issued without any note in the Postal Service Bulletin and was only made available to Government Ministers,
parliamentary officials, people involved with the operation of the postal service, and | am sure, a few others who
were thought influential enough to receive one. The cover used a heavier manila-like envelope, much longer than
normal (220mm or 8 5/8”, compared with the 160mm or 6 %” length used for the previous Brno stamp show cov-
ers). The red cancellation notes that the following two years would be known as an official period known as the

Fig. 5.
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CELOSTATN[ VYSTAVA
POSTOVNICH ZNAMEK

BRNO 1946 k:
CELOSTATNI VYSTAVA POSTOVN!'EH 5.y
ZNAMEK

PRVNI DEN VYDANI - FIRST DAY COVEI{

Fig. 7. This miniature sheet is the Type | variety.
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PRVNIDEN VYDANI
FIRST DAY COVER

Fig. 8a.

CELOSTATN{ VYSTAVA POSTOVNICH ZNAMEK

BRNO 1946

Fig. 8b.
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FIRST DAY COVER

Fig. 9a.
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BRNO 1946
CELOSTATNI VYSTAVA POSTOVNICH
ZNAMEK

PRVNI DEN VYDANI - FIRST DAY COVER
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Fig. 10. Note that the registration sticker is a special one
just for this Brno stamp show.

Two-Year Economic Plan, to repair and reconstruct the infrastructure that was severely damaged during the war.
To show that this was an extremely limited issue it was noted as being Ministerstvo Post (Ministerial Post) below
the cachet, and a number was stamped on the back of the envelope, in this case #393 (Fig. 12).

So are all the above-mentioned really First Day Covers? In the eyes of The Postal Service, absolutely not. These
are definitely “first day covers’ but the Postal Service was now ready for their own first official First Day Covers,
which were issued on the very first day of 1947. On that day, to usher in the Two-Year Economic Plan [Pofis 447-

Mensieur

Sl

1946- Relf

MINISTERSTVO POST

Fig. 11.

Obergrundstr. 91.

Zinnerli

Suisse

449, Scott 322-324], three stamps showmg the Czechoslovak ﬂag and industrial motifs were issued. The envelopes

used returned to the smaller size
used for most of the 1946 issues.
Two different covers were avail-
able, one with a single 2.40 Kés
stamp (Fig. 13) and the other
with all three values 1.20, 2.40
and 4 Kcs (Fig. 14). The elegant
cachet, printed in Venetian red,
depicts a postal horn, linden
leaves, and lettering/images re-
lating to the two-year plan and
“Two Steps Towards Prosperity”.
The cover with the single stamp
is commonly found for sale or at
auction and can be obtained rel-
atively cheaply. A variation, with
the cancellation underneath in-
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stead of to the left of the stamp (Fig. 15) is

thought quite rare. Philatelists/dealers who

were already subscribers for new issues were

. advised with this delivery that in future they
3 9 3 would also receive a “tastefully modified first
day cover” unless they informed the Ministry

of Posts that that did not require that partic-

ular service. The cover with all three stamps

was not forwarded to subscribers and is rare-

ly seen at auction. Monografie 9 lists it as be-

ing worth more than 100 times as expensive

than a cover with the single stamp. There

T e were also special covers issued for ministers
- s P
/ \\ _ and other special individuals, similar to the
/”—4;——’" SRl =% previous Benes stamps. Again these are ex-
: ; tremely rare. One curious thing about this
Fig. 12.

series is that it is only the 4 K¢s value that has
the “Kés” on the stamp. You can see why, the
other two values having the additional numerals would have made it long enough to cover the edge of the flag.
Why not have designed a slightly smaller flag to allow the design to be the same throughout? Besides these two
official covers there is another similar cover that must have been authorized as it uses the same cancellation and
an extremely similar cachet. This cover is not cited in the catalog within Monografie 9, but it is mentioned in the
introduction (pages 6, 8 and 31). It uses bluish lighter airmail paper and there are usually two copies of each stamp
(Fig. 16). Because it was designed exclusively for air mail use it has “By Air Mail” printed on it in four different
languages. Unlike the main
covers it also has Prvni Den
Vydani (First Day Cover)
printed on it. The vast ma-
jority of these covers that |
have seen also have print-
ed names and addresses.
These must have been
subscribers and dealers

——— 4 0
_ DVA STUPN S
who were sent these cov KBLAHOBYTE)Q

DVA ROKY

DVA ROKY
W/ PRACE

ers in the hope that their 1
interest would be piqued 1.14947 =
and would provide the ad- CESKOSLOVENSKA POYTA

ditional sales revenue de-

sired by the postal authori- Fia. 13
ties. 19- 12 e E
One interesting ques- K BLAHOBYTU™ L Mr.
. . . Otto OlendSek
tion discussed in Monogra- = 4.1.4047 = 2711 S. Avers Avenue

fie 9 is the length of postal
validity allowed for these
and future covers. There
is no mention of this in Fig. 14.

the official Postal Bulletin

during this early period and it was only in 1951 that it is mentioned as being 15 days. It has been assumed that
this would have also been the case for covers issued between 1947-1951 but there is no proof that this was the
case.

These two covers in 1947 were the first of many issued by the Czechoslovak Postal Service. From 1947 until
the end of 1992 FDCs were issued for the majority of the stamps issued. Definitive issues usually did not have
FDCs. Ironically, while the pre-official covers of 1946 were marked Prvni Den Vydani or First Day Cover, after that
it was rarely noted on the cachet. The cancellation sometimes was marked as such but that gradually became less
used. There are also a few specially overprinted examples that were issued during this time period.

CHICAGO 23 Illinois
CESKOSLOVENSKA POXTA
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SO WHAT IS AN OFFICIAL CZECHOSLOVAK FIRST DAY COVER? It can be described as complying with the fol-
lowing standards:-

1) Astandard envelope, provided by the postal service, was used for the cover. Over time there were
often changes in envelope size, paper quality and texture.

2) The stamps were arranged neatly in a specific order in the top right corner of the envelope.

3) The cancellation was a unique design that was only used on the first day. This was usually placed
at the left edge for a single stamp, or beneath with multiple stamps. Care was given that besides cancelling
the stamps it did not intrude too much on the surface of the stamp itself.

4) A specially designed cachet was displayed on the left-hand side of the envelope. Usually this was
designed by the stamp engraver.

Naturally the covers could
be addressed and mailed for a
postally used version, and usual-
ly there is not much difference in
the cost of procuring an unused
or used version. It appears that
collectors are more interested in
obtaining covers that do not have
heavily toned or yellowish enve-
lopes. Badly dog-eared covers do

DVA STUPNE\W%‘&@

»

K BLAHOBYTU

1.1.4947 = ;
not seem to find any buyers at all.
CESKOSLOVENSKA POSTA . .
The clarity of the cancellation and
its accurate positioning are also
Fig. 15. important.  The prices given in

Monografie 9 and the Pofis cat-
alogs are for unused covers and
given the fact that not many peo-
ple have both of these essential
volumes there is a general lack of
guidance available for collectors
on pricing. The quality of the can-
cellation seems extremely import-
ant as well. Sharp, readable and
well positioned ones are highly

PRVNI DEN VYDANI
FIRST DAY COVER

ERealLLINTE - EEa
CESKOSIOVENSKO|RIICESKOSLOV:

i sought after. Most dealers have
FRED BLEYER, an enormously inflated sense of

LETADLEM 640 W I53 Street, Apt. E 10, . . .
@ EYAIR MALL New York, N. Y. value, which could inhibit the en-

VION
ABHOMOUTOM A trance of new collectors of FDCs
into the market.

Fig. 16. Are variants of these standard

covers found? There certainly
are! In some cases the stamps could have been adhered to the envelope in a non-standard order (Fig. 17). There
are also possibilities for a variation in the cancellation itself, such as the letter “a”, “b”. From time-to-time combina-
tions of numbers and letters (e.g. “1b”, “9h”) were found somewhere within the cancel (Fig. 18). There are many
other combinations of these cancellation letters and numbers to be found and these are all mentioned in Mono-
grafie 9. Not all issues have these numbers/letters within the cancellation and this practice ceased altogether at
the end of 1975. From the beginning of 1973 all FDCs had a secondary cancel which didn’t actually cancel anything
(Fig. 19). This did allow collectors to get an uninterrupted view of cancellations, which generally are of interest as
well. Lastly, if the stamp(s) themselves have plate or printer’s errors, the different types can sometimes, but not
always, be found on FDCs.

There are certainly enough differences available to form a substantial collection. From the start of 1993 both
the Czech Republic and Slovakia continued (and still continue today) issuing FDCs using exactly the same high
standards as Czechoslovakia had before them. Nowadays it is more common to find that the cachet is offset or
digitally printed, rather than the result of an engraved image. Even so, the quality of these modern-day covers



THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST - 2024-1 11

Xll-10,4

.bO
(5 5

Moi\ﬁf“"“
7 @

vy, 551>

CESKOSLOVENSKA
POSTA

CESKOSLOVENSKA
POSTA

Fig. 17.

3
2
=4\

S

3 4T
CESKOSLOVENS KU

ESKOSLOVENSK

G

SOCIALISTICKE ZDRAVOTNICTVI
CHRAN{ LEPE ZDRAVI PRACUJICICH

Fig. 18.

CESKOSLOVENSKO

Fig. 19.

CESKOSIOVENSKO - CESKOSIOVENSKO
7 /A
s Y ;

is extremely high. With the Czech Re-
public there still seems to be a slight
hesitation for anything more than the
briefest mention for coverage of FDCs
to be included in Pofis catalogs. With
Slovakia, however, the Zberatel catalog
does have a separate section towards
the end of their catalog which is devot-
ed entirely to Slovak FDCs and at least
shows us what they consider to be cur-
rent evaluation for pristine covers.

| hope that this article has provided
you with all the information needed to
know what an official Czechoslovakia
First Day Cover is. If anyone needs ad-
ditional information or has a query on
any of these covers issued from 1947-
1992, they are welcome to contact
me. | am certainly not a great expert,
as | am acquiring new knowledge on
this aspect of collecting every day, but
luckily | do have the scarce sources at
hand and should be able to help you.
It is also quite possible that there may
be errors in my text or additional text
is required to add or clarify something.
If so | would be delighted to hear from
you and mention them in an update
of this article. You can contact me at
kdhart46@icloud.com.

SOURCES:

1. Monografie Ceskoslovenskych Ceskych
Znamek a Postovni Historie: 9. Dil -
Ceskoslovenské obalky dne vydani 1947-1992;
Pofis Praha 2007.

2. Ceskoslovensko 1945-1992; Pofis Praha 2011

3. Ceskoslovensko 1945-1992 Specializovany
Catalog 1998; Pofis Praha 1998

4. Ceskd Republika 1993-2019; Pofis Praha
2019.

5. Slovensko 1993-2017; Zberatel Bratislava
2018 (plus yearly updates for 2018-2021).

6. Scott 2021 — Czechoslovakia 1918-2020 Cat-
alogue.

7. Post World War Il Czechoslovak Airmail (Part
1); Reg Hounsell, Czechout — September 2021.

8. Czechoslovak Air Mail Stamps of 1946-1949;
Klement Ptacovsky, Czechoslovak Specialist -
June 1958.

9. Czechoslovakian Airmail Post to USA after
World War II; Kavan Bubak, Czechoslovak Spe-
cialist — March 1983.

10. First Flight: New York — Prague — New York;
Vladimir Bubak, Czechoslovak Specialist — July/
August 1991.

11. New and Recent Issues; Czechoslovak Spe-
cialist — September 1946.
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Czech Republic New Issue Plan 2024

Date Description Price in Kés Sheet layout
1/20/2024 Tradition of Czech Stamp Design: Zdenék Mézl B TL 77, k
1/20/2024 Personalities: Josef Suk 31 TL
1/20/2024 Biathlon World Championships in Nové Mésto na Moravé E TL (2x25)
2/14/2024 Bedfich Smetana’s works AE Z Block of 3
2/14/2024 Karel Loprais E Z Block of 2
2/14/2024 Personalities: Jii Slitr 27 TL
2/14/2024 Definitive stamp: Valentine’s Day B MS of 7
3/13/2024 Maridnské Lazné B TL, ZZ, k
3/13/2024 Beauties of Our Country: Loket Castle 27 UTL
3/13/2024 National Technical Museum: Letnda Carousel B TL
4/10/2024 Botanic Garden, Prague 27,31, 34 Block of 3
4/10/2024 Works of Art on Postage Stamps: Jifi Rathousky 31 MS of 4
4/10/2024 Personalities: Immanuel Kant E TL
4/10/2024 Theater and Film: Brothers Oldfich and Lubomir Lipsky 42,48 Block of 2
5/7/2024 EUROPA: Water Fauna and Flora E MS of 7
5/7/2024 Personalities: Eduard Petiska B TL
5/7/2024 Works of Art on Postage Stamps: J.E. Ridinger — hunting graphics 72 Block of 2
5/7/2024 Definitive stamp: Emoji B TL (10x5)
6/7/2024 Postcard — Bratislava Collector Days 2024 E cbv
6/12/2024 Litovel Pomerania 42,48 Block of 2
6/12/2024 For Children: The Oddsockeaters B 7z
6/12/2024 Definitive stamp: Olomouc B MS of 7
6/12/2024 Postcard: House of Artists in Hodonin B Ccbv
6/12/2024 Postcard: Moldavian Railroad A Ccbv

9/4/2024 Animals With Their Young 27,31, 34,38 Block of 4, CM
9/4/2024 Chapel of the Annunciation in Klementinum 80 MSof 1
9/4/2024 Czech Footprints in the World: Josef Skvorecky z MS of 1
9/4/2024 Definitive self-adhesive stamp: Drop B UTL
9/4/2024 Postcard: Praga Piccola 2024 B Ccbv
9/4/2024 Postcard: Collector 2024 — Legends B Ccbv
10/9/2024 150" Anniversary of Universal Postal Union z TL
10/9/2024 Works of Art on Postage Stamps: Vladimir Tesaf 34 Block of 4
10/9/2024 Construction of Racecourse and First Pardubice Grand Steeplechase 27,31, 35 Block of 3
10/24/2024 Postcard: Ulm Fair 2024 E cbv
10/30/2024 Beauties of Our Country: Jaroméfice nad Rokytnou A MS (2x4)
10/30/2024 Renaissance Murals 38, 44 Block of 2
10/30/2024 Definitive self-adhesive stamp: Christmas B TL
11/13/2024 Historic Town Hall and Squares B TL
11/13/2024 Technical Monuments: Dolni Vitkovice B TL. 2Z

LEGEND: CDV: Postal card with imprint; CM: collection sheet; k: coupon; MS; miniature sheet; TL: sheet; UTL: sheetlet; ZZ: stamp booklet
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New Issues

CZECH REPUBLIC
by Keith Hart

[Ed. Note: Unless otherwise stated all issues from both countries are produced by Tiskarna BAAEAARAAREARARARALS
Hradistko, s.r.o. using multi-color offset. Images are taken from the respective websites of both postal
authorities. Some Information for stamp descriptions has also been provided by PostFila and Pofis.]

1. On October 10, 2023 the Ministry of Trade and Industry issued a stamp |
with a ‘B” (27 K¢) value to commemorate Palacky University in Olomouc [Pofis 1235]. |
The stamp was designed by Josef Dudek and was produced in sheets of 50. It shows | [§
a figure wearing a virtual reality headset extending his arms from a pile of books on
the left, through a panorama of Olomouc in the center and a spiral nebula on the
right, symbolizing the evolution of study from books to the scientific technology of

| vingnd3y yyis3g

today (Fig. 1). The university celebrated its 450" anniversary in 2023 and is the sec-
ond largest university in the Czech Republic and the largest in Moravia. It has 23,000
students from 99 different countries, divided into 8 faculties and also the Sts. Cyril
and Methodius School of Theology which traces the university’s roots to a Jesuit col-

CESKA REPUBLIKA
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Figure 3

lege. The FDC cachet features three modern-day students
(Fig. 2) and the cancellation is the logo of the university.

Figure 2
2. On October 10, 2023 the Ministry issued a 5 K¢
definitive stamp depicting the Silver-Washed Fritillary Butterfly [Pofis 1236]. It was
designed by Jaromir and Libuse Knotek and produced in sheets of 100 stamps. This
butterfly (Fig. 3) is found throughout Europe and even in Japan and Algeria. In the
Czech Republic it is most commonly found in South Bohemia. The female lays her eggs
in crevices of tree bark, always close to violets, which are the caterpillars main food
source. Adults feed on the nectar of thistles, knapweed and bramble.

3. On November 8, 2023 the Ministry issued a 34 K¢ stamp
in the series Works of Art on Postage Stamps: Ladislav Sutnar [Pofis
1237]. Graphic design of the stamp was by Kamil Knotek and shows a
work from Sutnar’s Venus series, a girl wearing a cowboy hat (Fig. 4).
The stamp was produced in a miniature sheet of 4 (2x2) with a blank
central label. Sutnar (1897-1979) was a graphic designer, typographer
and artist. By 1932 he was in charge of publication design for a Prague
publishing house, Director of the State School of Graphic Arts and had
become known as a designer for foreign expositions. In 1939 he was
in America executing his design for the Czechoslovak Pavilion at New
York’s World Fair. While there the Nazi’s invaded Czechoslovakia. Be-

cause of earlier anti-Nazi activities he was unable to return. He made a career for himself
as an art director, also designing porcelain and glass products. Although he could return to
Czechoslovakia after 1945 his style of work was not approved by the communists, and he

CESKA REPUBLIKA

3P

SUTNAR
1897-1976

Venuse
s kloboukem

Figure 4

Strip Street m

Figure 5

spent the remainder of his life working in both the USA and Czechoslovakia. To share his knowledge he wrote
three influential textbooks on design. The FDC cachet shows a stripper from his Strip Street series (Fig. 5) and the

cancellation is an image of bent legs.

.

CESKA REPUBLIKA

v

EDC
Figure 7

Figure 6

= 4. On November 8, 2023 the Ministry issued a 44 K¢ stamp in the
series Works of Art on Postage Stamps: Toyen [Pofis 1238]. Graphic
design was by Otakar Karlas and shows the work After the Show from
1943 (Fig. 6). The stamp was produced in a miniature sheet of 4
(2x2) with a blank central label. Toyen (1902-1980) born Marie Cer-
minova, was a leading painter in the Surrealist Movement. Between
1920 and 1928 she worked in Paris, before returning to Prague. She
became a leader of the Czech Surrealist Group and was known for
her strangely erotic works. She was also known for her illustrations,
completing work for over 500 books.
the Nazi occupation, she relocated to Paris before the communists

Forced underground during
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took over in 1948, remaining in France for the rest of her life, returning only sporadically to Czechoslovakia. The
FDC cachet shows her design Fata Morgana (Fig. 7) and the cancellation is a graphic containing her name. Another
work by Toyen was featured in the 1992 Art on Postage Stamp series (Pofis 3027) and was in fact the final artwork

from that series in the Czechoslovakia era.

5. On January 20, 2024 the Ministry issued a ‘B’
value stamp in the series The Tradition of Czech Stamp De-
sign: Zdenék Mézl [Pofis 1239, ZSL 74]. The stamp was de-
signed by Marina Richterova and produced in sheets of 50.
A stamp booklet with 8 self-adhesive stamps and 2x2 dif-
ferent coupons was also issued. The stamp shows a head
and shoulders portrait of Mézl seemingly shying away from
having a figure from one of his Greek illustrations placing a

wreath on his head (Fig. 8). Mézl (1934-2016) studied at The Fine Arts Academy in Prague
and while there became intrigued by creating woodcut blocks which remained his favorite
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Figure 8

Figure 9

medium for working in. He created illustrations for more than 70 books, designed 3 postage stamps, and a large
number of graphic prints, especially of Greek Myth subjects. The booklet covers and coupons display more scenes
from his Greek woodcuts. The FDC cachet is a fragment of a 1984 woodcut illustrating Shakespeare’s play As You

Like It (Fig. 9) and the cancellation is from the artwork Sirens from his Greek Mythology Cycle.

6. On January 20, 2024 the Ministry issued a 31 K& stamp in the series |
The stamp was designed by |!
Zdenék Netopil and produced in sheets of 50. The stamp features a head and |.
shoulders portrait of Suk, with music notation of a fragment of Suk’s Love Song |. |,
for violin and piano (Fig. 10). The stamp celebrates the | |
150" anniversary of Suk’s birth (1874-1935). Suk was a |:
composer and violinist who was mentored by Antonin | |
Dvorak and eventually became his son-in-law. Unusu- L
ally, the music he wrote went with two entirely oppos-

| | ing themes, melancholy and romance.
| well as a funeral symphony Asrael. His romantic work includes Raduz a Mahulena. As
‘| a well-respected violinist he played with the famous Czech Quartet for many years. His
son, also Josef Suk, became a world-famous violinist. The FDC cachet depicts Suk’s hand
composing a work (Fig. 11) and the cancellation is a facsimile of his signature.

Personalities: Josef Suk [Pofis exhibition1240].

F/gure 11

7. OnlJanuary 20, 2024 the Ministry issued two ‘E’
(44 K¢) value stamps to commemorate the Biathlon World

duced in sheets of 50 (se-tenant 2x25). One stamp shows

a female biathlete skiing within a blue target (Fig. 12) and |

the other stamp shows a male biathlete shooting within a
green target (Fig. 13). The placement of the stylized targets
intersects on each stamp, continuing onto adjacent stamps

e |
REPUBLIKA :

F/gure 10

He even wrote a funeral march for himself, as

Ceeskh ! j
REPUBLIKA

Championships 2024 in Nové Mésto na Moravé [Pofis |-
1241, 1242]. They were designed by Filip Heyduk and pro- |

to form a complete target. The BMW IBU World Biathlon Cham-

pionships were held on February 7-18, 2024.

It is the second

time that these championships have been held in Nové Mésto
na Moravé, having been there in 2013. There will be 12 events,
including two mixed relays. The two FDC cachets are similar in
that the athlete image from each stamp is placed inside a grid

(Figs. 14 and 15) and the cancellation is a line of five targets.

F/gure 12

Figure 13
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Postal Stationery

8. On September 6, 2023 the Ministry issued a pre- [;
paid postcard with additional printing [Pofis CDV197] to cel-
ebrate the 2023 Autumn Sbératel Collectors Fair. held from
September 8-9 in the PVA exhibition grounds in Letfiany. The ||
printed image (Fig. 16) has a menu with an image by Alfons
Mucha, combined with a collage of stamps with gastronomic

motifs.

Ondiej Moravec.

IIITERIIA'III"III.E BRIEFMARKEN- !I'IIISE ULM MESSE
26.—28.10. 2023 -

Figure 18

9. On September 6, 2023
the Ministry issued a prepaid
postcard with additional printing
[Pofis P240] to celebrate Legends:
The printed |/
image (Fig. 17) has a portrait of | 8
Ondrej Moravec, the most suc- =
cessful biathlete in Czech history.

Ondfej Moravec (1984)

Je nejiispésnéjsim Ceskym biatlonistou historie. Proslavil se na
olympijskjch hrach v Soti 2014, kde vybojoval stiibro ve stihacim
Zzévoda a smiSenych Stafetach, které dopinil bronzem z hromadného
zavodu. Cenné kovy vSech barev posbiral v zavodech MS:
NMNM (CZE) 2013 ~ bronz/smiSend s(aie(a Kunnolanu (A

& .Natomhle kolotoci se
[k jede jenom jedna jizda.

Proc si ji kazit

Spatnym jidlem."

2015
lostni z4vod; Hochfilzen (AUT) 2017 — smbm/vytrvalost zavod;
Anterselva (ITA) 2020 ~ bronz/smiend Stafeta. Z vrcholnjch aksi
i tak privez! odchovanec letohradského biationu celkem devét
v medaill

Figure 17

Figure 16

10. On October 26, 2023 the Ministry issued a pre-
paid postcard with additional printing [Pofis P241] to celebrate the Internationale
Briefmarken-Borse-Ulm Messe 2023, held from October 26-28. The printed image
(Fig. 18) shows an angler who has hooked a postage stamp.

SOCIETY FOR HUNGARIAN PHILATELY

If you are a collector/enthusiast of that
period when Czechoslovak and Hungarian
philately overlaps, as well as the earlier
shared postal history, you should consider
Joining the Society for Hungarian Philately
(SHP) Annual membership includes four
issues of The News of
Hungarian Philately, access to
member’s sections of their
website, and participation in
their quarterly auction.

Annual dues are $25 for N.
America, $30 Worldwide, or $20
for online access only. You can
join by following the link on the home page of
their website, www.hungarianphilately.org,
using PayPal (adding $1 to whichever level
you require), or direct to the treasurer:

Wes Learned, P.O. Box 802, Powell, WY 82435-0802

COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH THE
CZECHOSLOVAK PHILATELIC
SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN

Check out our sister organization, the Czechoslo-
vak Philatelic Society of Great Britain, at their website:
www.cpsgb.org.uk, and through their Membership
Secretary, Hans van Dooremalen at cpsgbl @gmail.com.

Their publication Czechout and our Specialist have
little duplication in content. In
addition, under a new agreement
the two societies have arranged for
payment of your CPSGB dues to our
SCP Treasurer without having to
worry about foreign currency or
sending it to the UK. So why not
have more fun, become a member of both societies!
CPSGB dues are $12 for digital, $44 for printed copies
by airmail or $39 for printed copies by surface.
Payment can be made via Paypal to
sales@csphilately.org or by check to:

GREAT BRITA

SCP, c/o Marisa Galitz
PO Box 646
Owing Mills, MD 21117




16

THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST - 2024-1

SLOVAKIA 2024 NEW ISSUE PLAN

Date Description Price in € Sheet layout
1/12/24 | Personalities: Jan Chryzostom Korec and Jozef Tomko 1.40 UTL
1/26/24 | 200" Anniversary of the Publication of the Poem Daughter of Slava 2.60 UTL, PaL
2/23/24 | Easter 2024: The Altars of Basilica Minor of St. Giles, Bardejov 0.90 TL, CP, 2Z
3/21/24 | 800%™ Anniversary of Establishment of the Benedictine Abbey at Skalka 1.20 TL, PaL
4/5/24 | Personalities: Anna Jurkovi¢ova (1824-1905) 2.20 TL
4/26/24 | EUROPA 2024: Fauna and Flora of the Lakes of the Tatra Mountains 2.10 UTL, ZZ, NL
4/30/24 | 20™ Anniversary of Slovak Republic’s entry into the EU - TL
5/3/24 | 100" Anniversary of Launch of the Praha-Bratislava-Kosice Airline Route 1.20 TL, PaL
5/24/24 | 90 Anniversary of Foundation of Chemosvit 0.90 TL
6/7/24 Nature Protection: The Vihorlat Mountains — The Short-Toed Eagle 3.40 HA, CM, Pt
6/28/24 | Sport: Games of the XXXIII Olympiad — Paris 2024 1.50 TL, NL
6/28/24 | Sport: The Paralympic Games — Paris 2024 1.50 TL, NL
7/26/24 | Personalities: Monk Cyprian (1724-1775) 3.00 HA, Pt
8/28/24 | 80" Anniversary of Slovak national Uprising - TL
8/28/24 | 80™ Anniversary of Carpathian-Duklian Operation: Duklias Battlefield - TL
9/6/24 | Beauties of Our Homeland: Hricov Castle 2.30 UTL, CM
10/4/24 | 100%™ Anniversary of the Kosice Peace Marathon 2.50 TL
10/9/24 | 150%™ Anniversary of Universal Postal Union (UPU) 1.60 TL, Pal

10/18/24 | Personalities: Jozef Gregor Tajovsky 1.80 TL
31/10/24 | Christmas 2024: The Altars of Basilica Minor of St, Giles, Bardejov 0.90 TL, CP
10/31/24 | The Christmas Mail 2024 0.90 TL, 2Z
11/15/24 | ART: Theodor Mousson 2.60 UTL
11/15/24 | ART: Franz Anton Maulbertsch 2.60 UTL
11/25/24 | Personalities: Janko Jesensky 2.40 TL
12/5/24 | Postage Stamp Day: Universal Postal Union 0.90 TL, k, CP
12/18/24 | Postage Stamp Day: Postcrossing - CDV

LEGEND: CDV- Postal Card with imprint. CM — Cartes Maximum. HA — Miniature Sheet. K- Coupon. NL— Collection sheet. PaL— Commemorative Sheet.
Pt — Black Proof. TL—Sheet. UTL — Sheetlet. ZZ — Stamp Booklet

SLOVENSK

FRESKA
NAJSVATE)SE)

2,60¢ roc

Figure 1

SLOVAKIA

1. On October 26, 2023 the Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecom-
munications issued a commemorative sheet in the series ART: The Gothic Route
[Pofis 805 & 806]. The miniature sheet contains two copies each of two € 2.60
stamps with a central coupon depicting the head of God and the text Gotickd ces-
ta (Fig. 1). The Gothic Route is a 171 mile (276km) circle which itself is divided into
four smaller circles. It passes through 9 towns and 24 villages. Mostly in Slova-
kia, short sections are within Poland in the north and Hungary to the south. The
route mainly tells tourists about famous Gothic cultural and historic structures
within the route, but which also contains areas within several national parks and
UNESCO World Heritage sites. The upper stamp on the sheet features a mural
from the Church of the Holy Trinity in the village of Rakos (Fig. 1) which was con-
structed in the middle of the 13 century and although Romanesque in layout,
has early Gothic features such as narrow semi-circular windows and an arched
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Figure 2

tury altar. In the early

aisle separating the nave from the interior apse. In the later
14 and early 15 centuries, the Bubek family who were lo-
cal landowners had the walls covered with murals painted by
imported Italian artists. On the wall of the triumphal arch is
an unusual, seated figure of Christ with three faces and four
eyes. This survived being irradicated by the Council of Trent
as the church was in the control of Protestants at the time.
They had painted over the murals to save them. They were
only recently restored to the condition that can now be seen.
The FDC cachet has a mural showing the Virgin Mary (Fig. 2)
and the cancellation is the Madonna and Child. The lower
stamp features a detail of from the altar in the Church of
The Annunciation of the Virgin Mary in Chyzné. The church
is a complex example of a Gothic structure, combining 13t
century architecture with 14" century murals and a 16" cen-
16" century the Bubek family commissioned a carved altar

with double-sided wings, which was carried out by the workshop of Master Pavel of

Levoca. The figure of St.

George slaying the Dragon (Fig. 3) almost certainly depicts a

member of the Bubek family as St. George. The FDC has a detail of the central panel
of the altar showing the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary (Fig. 4) and the cancellation
is the top of the same panel featuring intertwined tree branches. A black proof was
issued at the same time.

Amorvmowk omzes [

2. On November 16, 2023 the Ministry issued a
T2 50g (0.90 €) stamp in the series: The Christmas Mail

i ¢
iSLOVENSKO' 4
Figure 5 Figure 6

3. On November 16, 2023 the Ministry issued a

SV. JURA), TABULOVA MALBA, 1508
KOSTOL ZVESTOVANIA

2,60¢ sisiem
SLOVENSKO

FDC

Figure 4

2023 [Pofis 807]. The stamp was graphically designed by Jakub Téth based on a draw-
ing by Alexandra Horvathova from Kmetovo. This
year was the 10" anniversary of the Christmas stamp
being designed by the winner of the competition for
school children organized by Slovenska posta. The
stamp’s theme is “Two Snowmen” who are frolicking
in a winter landscape, with a nearby fir tree deco-
rated with ornaments (Fig. 5). The FDC cachet, de-
signed by Livia Sedliackova of Stre¢no shows a snow-
man delivering presents (Fig. 6) and the cancellation
of a sleigh bearing a Christmas present is the work of
Ramonka Unatinska from Okoli¢na na Ostrove.

T2 50g stamp in the series: Christmas 2023: Slovak Folk
Woodcarving [Pofis 808]. The stamp, designed by Adri-
an Ferda, shows the Holy Family (Fig. 7) and is from the
collections of the Orava Gallery. It was carved by Stefan
Sivan the elder (1906-1995) who lived in the village of
Babin his entire life. As a child, working with his father
as a wheelwright, he started carving figures depicting
Orava folk traditions, later adding religious works to his
oeuvre. The cachet of the FDC depicts the Madonna
and Child (Fig. 8) and the cancellation is a detail of the
same sculpture. A stamp booklet containing 10 self-ad-
hesive stamps was issued the same day, as was a picto-
rial postcard.

'SLOVENSKO
2 : "%T f

Figure 7

Figure 8
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4. On December 5, 2023 the Ministry issued
a 1.20 € stamp in the series: Postage Stamp Day —
Jozef Balaz (1923-2006) [Pofis 809]. The stamp was
designed and engraved by Martin Cinovsky and fea-
tures a portrait of Baldz alongside a detail from his
lithograph depicting a scene from the Jan Kollar’s
poem Daughter of Sldva (Fig. 9). A coupon shows a
mailman which is a detail from the stamp issued for
Postage Stamp Day 1998. The mailman’s image is re-
versed from that on the original stamp. The stamp
was produced in sheets of 30 using offset combined
with serigraphy. The stamp also celebrates the cen-

Figure 9

tenary of Balaz’s birth. His work as a designer of postage stamps covers 49 years,
starting with stamps for Czechoslovakia which usually had a Slovak theme. After Slo-
vakia became independent his stamp production became prolific as he designed many
stamps for anniversaries of historic events and the depiction of famous Slovaks. He
was also Slovakia’s first Chair of the Postage Stamp Design Commission and has been
an inspiration for current Slovak stamp designers. The FDC etched cachet is another
illustration from Daughter of Sldva (Fig. 10) and the cancellation is a motif from his
work Girl From An Oasis. A collection sheet was also issued the same day.

5. On January 12, 2024 the

JOZEF TOMKO

: SLOVENS Kom stamp in the series Personalities: Jan

Ministry issued a T2 100g (1.60 €)

Chryzostom Korec and Jozef Tomko
: [Pofis 810]. The stamp, which cele-
brates the centenary of both Cardi-
nals’ birth, was designed and engraved
by Rudolf Ciganik. It depicts head and shoulders portraits of the
two Cardinals and was produced using recess printing from a flat
plate combined with multi-color offset, in a modified sheet of 3x2
stamps separated by a central image of a crucified Christ (Fig. 11).
Jan Chryzostom Korec (1924-2015) was a Catholic clergyman and

Figure 10

CHRYZOSTOM KOREC

Figure 12

Cardinal. In 1950 the communist regime forcibly liquidated the So-
ciety of Jesuits and interned Korec in a concentration camp. Af-
ter his eventual release he worked as a laborer until 1960. He had
been covertly consecrated as a Bishop in 1951 and he had secretly carried out his
priestly duties until 1960 when he was arrested and sentenced to 12 years prison
for treason. Following his release in 1968 he worked in various blue-collar occu-
pations until his retirement in 1984, still clandestinely his priestly ministry. Fol-
lowing restoration of Catholic duties 1990 he was made a Cardinal in 1991. Late
in life he was publicly criticized for showing acceptance of Jozef Tiso and the First
Slovak Republic (1939-1945) and for celebrating a memorial Mass for Tiso on the
50% anniversary of his execution. Jozef Tomko (1924-2022) was born in Udavské.
In 1943, after studying theology in Bratislava, he was sent to Rome to study at the
Pontifical Gregorian University, being ordained to the priesthood in 1949. In Rome
he carried out pastoral duties as well as involvement in establishing the Slovak
Institute of Saints Cyril and Methodius. For decades he addressed Slovak Catho-
lics on Vatican Radio and Catholic TV Lux. In 1985 he was created a Cardinal and
continued his obligations until dying from COVID-19 complications in 2022 at the
age of 98. The FDC cachet is the Sacred Heart of Jesus surmounting a silhouette
of St. Peter’s Basilica (Fig. 12). The cancellation is the top of a bishop’s miter. A
numismatic collection sheet was issued the same day.
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6. OnJanuary 26, 2024 the Ministry issued a 2.60 €
stamp celebrating The 200t Anniversary of the Publication
of the Poem Daughter of Sldva [Pofis 811]. The stamp has
a portrait of the poet Jan Kollar and a depiction of the myth-
ical subject of the epic poem. Designed by Charles Felix and
engraved by FrantiSek Horniak it was produced in a modi-
fied sheet containing 2x2 stamps separated by an image of |
clasped hands, with the sun rising over the Tatra Mountains
behind them (Fig. 13). Jan Kolldr was a Lutheran pastor
whose poetry became a master work of Slavic literature.
Kollar was afraid that Slovaks would disappear from their
lands, as other Slavic tribes had. There is a pun in the title

FELIX 2024 F, HORI

SLOVENSKO

200. VYROCIE BASNICKE
S\ SKLADBY SLAVY DCERA

as Sldva in Czech means fame. The Slovaks consider them- |

selves a people of fame rather than the slaves they were
considered to be in Western Europe at that time. The epic
poem has 645 verses and is written in the form of a sonnet.
In it the daughter of Sldva is a maiden whom the poet meets upon the banks of
the river Zala and to whom, as the ideal of womanly perfection, he dedicates
his heart. Severed from her by a cruel stroke of fate, he wanders disconsolately
through the regions of the Labe, Ren and Vltava rivers, and at length, beside the
Dunaj, he learns of her death. This very slender erotic thread is skillfully used by
Kollar to link great memories of the Slavic race and its departed glories. The poem
also parallels the poets own unfulfilled love for Friederika Schmidt (Mina) who
married another man. The FDC cachet shows hands clasping a Great Moravian
jewel (Fig. 14) and the cancellation is a quill and a facsimile of Kollar’s signature.
A commemorative sheet was also issued.

Figure 13

Postal Stationery

7. On October 26, 2023 the Ministry issued a prepaid Postcard with
additional Imprint [Pofis 329CDV214/23] to acknowledge the Internationale
Briefmarken-Borse Ulm-Messe 2023 held from October 26-28. The printed im-
age (Fig. 15) shows images of the historic center of Ulm as a background to the
show’s logo.

INTERNATIONALE
BRIEFMARKEN-BORSE

|

VE]ZN AMKY

& POSTO

26. - 28. 10. 2023

Figure 16

Figure 15

/EDC\A

Figure 14

8. On December 12, 2023 the

‘| Ministry issued a prepaid post-
/| al card (0.98 €), with additional

imprint to celebrate The Day of

.| Postage Stamps and Philately

2023 [Pofis 330 CDV 214/237].
The imprint, designed by Adrian
Ferda, shows a view of Bratislava
from across the Dunaj (Danube)
with an envelope placed across
the bottom of the image which
bears an Alfons Mucha Hradcany
stamp (Fig. 16).
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Philatelic News and Views
by Keith Hart

1. As details of this issue were being finalized we learnt of the death of Ludvik (Lou)
V. Svoboda our longtime member, President and Editor of this journal. He also served as a
member of our Board for more than 40 years. The loss of a personal friend (as he was to so
many others) who encouraged, or castigated, and sometimes applauded my efforts as an edi-
tor has left a hole in my life. Our regular lunchtime meetings at the Perfect Landing restaurant
are sorely missed already. The next issue will contain a full obituary of this remarkable man.

2. Lou’s lengthy illness had meant that | did not have the benefit of his Assistant Editorial com-
ments and knowledge for the previous three issues of The Specialist and | think that his notes on my
initial draft have been greatly missed. He added that final polish of the details that | admired so much.
| have needed an Assistant Editor for more than six months and | am pleased to say that fellow Board
member Chris Jackson has agreed to take on this task and his work will commence immediately. You
have had to put up with my British way of saying things for years and now we add the Canadian accent
as well! Welcome aboard Chris and once aboard the gangplank will be swiftly raised and there is then no
possibility of escape as we sail the sometimes rough seas of the Philatelic Ocean.

3. We have also had to change our printer/publisher. | welcome Wilcox Printing of Madrid, 1A
and it has been wonderful to experience their thoughtfulness and patience as we put together this issue.
Seeing the rough draft of the first five pages has relaxed me a lot as | can see that they have got immedi-
ately into the style and layout of the Specialist. 1 am also extremely sad at the departure of Nancy God-
frey as our printer/publisher who was so easy to work with and an absolute stalwart when we changed
the format to the larger size paper just a few years ago. | will recall her time with us in a few paragraphs
in this section of the next issue.

4. James Buckner mentions the delays to publishing the past few issues of the Specialist in his
Presidential Corner elsewhere in this issue. | would just like to add my own apologies. The delays have
definitely been beyond our control as Lou, Nancy and | suffered devastating personal losses in the past 18
months. | respect the support of the Board as | have labored to get back on schedule. | am as confident
as | can be in this volatile and uncertain world that by the end of this year we will have published all four
copies of the 2024 Specialist.

5. By the time you receive this issue it will probably only be nine months away from the Society’s
next annual meeting. The 2025 St. Louis Stamp Expo will take place from March 21-23 and that means
that our Board meeting will be the day before on March 20. The show takes place at the Renaissance St.
Louis Airport Hotel which is literally right next to the airport. The hotel does have a free shuttle to and
from the airport. If you are driving, as | will be doing, it is as close to I-80 as it can get. Its address is 9801
Natural Bridge Rd., St. Louis, MO 63134 and their telephone number is (314) 429-1100. The special room
rate for visitors to the show is obviously not known at present but this year it was a reasonable $116 per
night. Admission to the show is $5, which covers all three days and this purchase also allows free parking
onsite. Under 16 visitors to the show can enter free.

6. Lastly a quick mention of GASS 2024 which is being held at the Connecticut Convention Center
from August 15-18. It has proved to be extremely popular as all three hotel room blocks are already full.
There are several other hotels in the area within walking distance of the Conference Center. However,
the APS has warned that members trying to book rooms have received offers from organizations unaffil-
iated with the APS claiming to offer booking services for other hotels. These offers may look legitimate,
but they are not. The APS does not work with any outside companies for special offers on hotels. Please
be aware of this and if still attending without an existing reservation you should look at the show website
at www.stamps.org to see what other hotels are in the area, but at this time there are no others that
offer a special show rate.
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SPECIAL CATALOG SALE

The listed catalogs are all used but in good to excellent condition and are offered at low prices on a first-
come, first-served basis. The buyer will pay their choice of method of shipping. Please contact James Buckner at
wellseats@hotmail.com with questions and to inquire about multi-volume discounts!

POFIS Catalogs:

Czech Republic 1993-2011 (published 2011) - S5

Czech Republic 1993-2015 (published 2015) - S5 (Two copies for sale)
Czech Republic 1993-2019 (published 2019) - $10

Ceskoslovensko 1945-1992 (published 2011) - $5

Ceskoslovensko 1918-1939 (published 2012) - $5

Ceskoslovensko 1918-1939 (published 2015) - $5

Ceskoslovensko 1918-1939 (published 2023) - $20 (currently $35 new)
Protektorat Cechy a Morava 1939-1945 (published 2000) - $5
Protektorat Cechy a Morava 1939-1945 (published 2013) - $5

Merkur Review:

Ceskoslovensko 1918-1939 Specializovany Katalog Znamek a Celisvosti (published 2002) - $10
Ceskoslovensko 1918-1939 Specializovany Katalog Znamek a Celisvosti (3 volumes published
2014, 2016, and 2019 as a set) - $40 (currently sold new as a set at $91)

Air Mail:

Trojan — Ceskoslovenska Leteckd Posta 1918-1939 (Czech Airmail Post — published 1997) —
$20 Two copies for sale — highly sought after!!!

Slovakia:

ZSF Specializovany Kataldg, Slovenska 1939-1945 & 1993-2000 (published 2000) - S5

Slovensko 1939-1945 by Bohumil Synek (published 2019) - $20 (currently $33 new)

Slovensko 1993-2017 (published by Zberatel) - $5 — Two copies for sale

Slovensko 1939-1945 Specializovany Katalég Znamek a Celin by Ondrej Foldes (2007) - $25

Slovensko 1938-1945 Postova Histdria by Miroslav Bachraty (published 2020) — Two massive
Volumes on Slovak Postal History - $50 (originally sold for $75)

Revenue Stamps:

Czechoslovakia Revenues by J. Barefoot (published 2001) - $25 (extremely hard to find!)

Assorted:

Seznam Revoluéich Pfetiskd 1944-1945 by Karel Holoubek (published 2011) - $5

Specializovany Katalog Protektoratu Cechy a Morava by Krejny & Heimann (published 2015) - $5

Specializovany Katalog Ceskoslovenskych Postovnich Zndmek — Zpracoval Kolectiv Autoru
(published 1978) - $5

Specializovana Piiucka pro Sbératele Ceskoslovenskych Postovnich Znamek a Celin from SCF
(published 1998) - $5
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AVAILABLE PUBLICATIONS

***CONTACT THE BOOK STORE BEFORE ORDERING AS SOME PUBLICATIONS MIGHT BE SOLD OUT.***

Prices are postpaid in USA e

BOUND CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST SALE
A few copies of recent bound Specialists have
become available on a first come, first served basis.
They are $5 a copy plus media mail postage.

4 copies of the 2013-14 volume are available
7 copies of the 2009-10 volume are available

CATALOGS

2021 POFIS PROTEKTORAT CECHY A MORAVA 1939-1945. 211
pages in full color covering all stamp issues, perfins, cancellations,
covers, post cards, registration labels, etc. (Cz). - Frantisek Benes.

$30

CZECH REPUBLIC 1993-2019 (Cz)  Pofis, 318 pages in full color.
Specialized information on all issues Updated from the previous
edition.

$25

2014 CESKOSLOVENSKO 1918-1939, Vol. | (Cz) and 2014
CESKOSLOVENSKO 1918-1939, Vol. Il (Cz) » Merkur Revue, by Klim,
Stolfa and Filipek. Volumes sold together as a set ($55) or separate-
ly ($30). Vol | covers all Hrad¢any, overprinted Hrad¢any, and their
covers including types, varieties, errors, plus concurrent Austrian/
Hungarian stamp usage. Vol Il covers all issues of Legionaire, Posta
Ceskoslovenska 1919, Masaryk 1920 Pigeon, Chainbreaker, Hus-
site, Agriculture & Science Masaryk 1925, and Postage Due

$55/$30

2019 CESKOSLOVENSKO 1918-1939, Vol. IlI (Cz)- Merkur Revue, by
Klim, Stolfa, and Filipek. This new volume covers all stamp issues
not covered in volumes | and Il, including types, varieties, and er-
rors for Plebiscite 1920, Scouts, postage due, express, and newspa-
per stamps of the First Republic.

$36

MONOGRAFIE 7- CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION IN RUSSIA 1914-1920
(Cz)- Jaroslav Verner, Jifi Majer. A full color, highly illustrated 344
page hard bound volume covering all aspects of the mails of the
Czechoslovak Legion in Russia and Siberia during and following
WWI.

$35

(NEW) KATALOG OZNACENI TISKOVYCH DESEK NOVINOVYCH
ZNAMEK EMISE SOKOL V LETU. (Catalog of Printing Plates from
the Falcon in Flight Newspaper Stamp Issues) (Cz) — by Vladimir
Malovik and Michal Hauzr. 240-page hardcover in full cover that
examines all of the plates from the newspaper stamps designed by
Alfons Mucha, with particular attention to defects and retouches.
Anyone interested in the stamps of the First Republic produced by
typography, along with newspaper stamps specialists will want this
book!

$55

(NEW) 2024 POFIS CESKOSLOVENSKO REVOLUCNI 1918 (Cz).
By Marek Vrba. 55 pages in full color covering all aspects of the
Revolutionary overprints on (mostly) Austrian stamps during the
Transition Period of Independence in 1918. Includes a section on
detecting forgeries.

$15

(E=English, Cz=Czech, SI=Slovak, G=German, H=Hungarian)

2019 SLOVENSKO 1939-1945 (SI) e Filatelia Numizmatika Album,
by Bohumil Synek. 124 pages, color softback bound. This is by far
the very best specialized catalog on the WW Il stamps of Slovakia.
NO post war stamps. This is an updated and extended version of
the original 2015 catalog.

$33

1ST REPUBLIC

MONOGRAPH 33- Czechoslovak Letter Mail 1918-1939: Single
and Multiple Stamp Frankings (E) - by 0. Tovacovsky, J. Kypast, V.
Schodelbauer, M. Wilson This Monograph describes all the stamps
issued during the First Republic, including Austrian and Hungari-
an forerun ners, and tabulates the relative scarcity of their correct
usage in single and multiple frankings on postal cards letters and
printed matter to local, domestic and foreign destinations. It is rich-
ly illustrated with examples of both mundane and exotic usages
from all six tariff periods. 173 pages in full color.

$50

MONOGRAPH 32- THE DOVE ISSUE(E)- by J. KaSpar, Moravec, M.
Kaspar, Wilson. A handbook for collectors of stamps and covers.
Everything you would want to know about this issue, and more.
101 pages in full color.

$36

MONOGRAPH 31 e THE HRADCANY, A TECHNICAL HISTORY (E)
- by Johan Sevenhuijsen and Mark Wilson. A monograph in two
parts. 264 pages in full color. Part one is a historical and philatelic
study covering technical issues, while part two is an appendix.

$55

MAIL OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK LEGIONS IN FRANCE (Cz, E)-by Jaro-
slav J. Verner. 80 page black/white and color English/Czech publi-
cation is the first on the subject and is published by the Society. It
includes political/historic content development of units and their
postal arrangements illustrations of cancels, and point valuation
system (reviewed in Jan/Feb 2003 Specialist).

$12

MONOGRAPH 3- THE POSTA CESKOSLOVENSKO OVERPRINTS
(E)- by Roy Dehn. 55 pages of a detailed and well-illustrated study
of the 1919 overprints (1985 reprinted 2015).

$22

MONOGRAPH 20- THE EARLY POSTAL HISTORY OF CAR-
PATHO-UKRAINE (E)- by Otto Hornung. 34 pages in color. Has par-
ticular reference to the usage of the first postage stamps of Austria.

$33

MONOGRAPH 22- POSTMARKS OF THE SO 1920 PLEBISCITE (E)- by
Oldrich Tovacovsky el al. 66 pages in color. Four articles on various
aspects of the postmarks used by Czechoslovakia in 1920 in the
plebiscite area of Eastern Silesia, together with the smaller areas
of TeSin Orava and Spis.

$30

MONOGRAPH 29- WAR HOSPITALS IN BRUNN DURING THE GREAT
WAR (E)- by Hans van Dooremalen 141 soft-bound A4 pages, with
color illustrations. Provides insight into the mail from, cachets, and
organization of the war hospitals which were located in the Mora-
vian city of Brunn (Brno).

$40
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WORLD WAR II

MONOGRAPH ON THE POSTAL STATIONERY IN SLO VAKIA 1939-
1945. (Sl). by Foldes and Havli¢ek. 352 pages in full color. Detailed
information on all postal cards and stationery issues during the pe-
riod of the Slovak State. This is the first time that anything of this
nature has been published.

$55

MONOGRAPH 16- THE CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION IN POLAND AND
RUSSIA, and CZECHOSLOVAKS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 1940-1943 (E)-
by Dr. Vratislav Palkoska and Otto Hornung RDP.

$24

MONOGRAPH 19- BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA (E)- by John Ham-
monds and Rex Dixon. 81 pages, some in color. All postal rates for
the era, all German Military mail. Best 36 Protectorate Monograph
to date (reviewed Winter 2010) Updated in 2019 with new infor-
mation and photos.

$36

MONOGRAPH 25- COMPENDIUM OF 1944-1945 LIBERATION
OVERPRINTS (E)- by Karel Holoubek translated by Robert J. Hill. 322
pages in b/w. Includes CD of the book in color. Shows overprints of
towns that were about to be liberated along with extensive histori-
cal data about them reviewed Fall 2012.

$50

MONOGRAPH 26- FREE CZECHOSLOVAK FORCES IN FRANCE 1939-
1940 (E)- by Richard Beith. 72 pages in full color. A historical and
philatelic study.

$28

MONOGRAPH 27- CZECHOSLOVAK INDEPENDENT ARMOURED
BRIGADE IN FRANCE & THEIR RETURN HOME, 1944-1945 (E)- by
Richard Beith. 54 pages in full color. A historical and philatelic study
intended as a companion to Monograph 26. s
25

MONOGRAPH 30- CZECHOSLOVAK FORCES IN THE UNITED KING-
DOM FROM 1940 (E)- by Richard Beith. 160 pages in full color. A
historic and philatelic study intended as a companion to Mono-
graphs 26 and 27.

$32

THE THREE PREVIOUSLY LISTED ITEMS, MONOGRAPHS 26, 27, 30
ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AS A SET FOR 580.00, POSTAGE PAID.

Monografie 24 - Catalog of Perfins from the Lands of Czechoslo-
vakia (CZ) - A thorough introduction explaining the circumstances,
origin and use of perfins on Czech lands. The Table of Contents and
Section 7 that describes how to “read” the catalog entries are pre-
sented in English so that it can be used even if not a Czech language
reader.

$35

2017 AUSTRIAN PERFINS (G) e POFIS. This catalog includes all in-
formation that a Perfin collector needs - an illustration of the hole
pattern with catalog number, name of the user, the industry, period
of usage, etc. Where possible there are companion lists for other
third-party catalogs (Fejtek/Maxa [Cz] for example). Introduction in
Czech German, and English.

$34

2015 CATALOG OF PERFINS ON HRADCANY STAMPS- (CZ,SL) - SCF/
ZSF, by Marencik and Sprenar, 80 pges. Info on all the perfins that
can be found on Hradc¢any stamps, plus valuations. NOW AVAIL-
ABLE AS FREE A PDF FILE VIA EMAIL, FREE OF CHARGE. Please
email Book Sales Manager James Buckner at wellseats@hotmail.
com.

FREE

GENERAL REFERENCE

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS. (CZ, SI, E) - 4th Edition. Trans-
lates Czech/Slovak terms into English and back. Essential for those
who are not native speakers. 181 pages.

$25

CZECH GRAPHICS UNION- TYPOGRAPHIC PLATE PRODUCTION
TECHNOLOGY/PRACTICES AS REVEALED BY THE FIRST REPUBLIC
STAMPS (E)- by Mark Wilson. How the first stamps were produced,
very thoroughly illustrated. A must. s
7

THE PHILATELY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA FOR BEGINNERS (E)- by Phil
Freer
$10

MONOGRAFIE 25, (Vol 1) (Cz)- 90 years of the Czech Postal Muse-
um.

$35

MONOGRAPH 7, INDEX TO ARTICLES ON CZECHOSLO VAK PHILAT-
ELY 1950-1979 (E) - b James Negus.
$4

MONOGRAPH 21. CARPATHO UKRAINE, POSTAL HISTORY AND
STAMPS 1786-2000 (E), by J. Verleg. 218 pages in color. Compre-
hensive, extremely detailed study of this territory, including list of
post offices and postmarks.

$35

MONOGRAPH 28-RAILWAY MAIL IN SLOVAKIA AND RUTHENIA (E)-
by Dr. Anthony M. Goodbody, FRPSL. 38+ A4 pages in color. Pro-
vides a detailed and fully illustrated survey of the Travelling Post
Offices and Conductor Posts in Slovak and Ruthenian territory from
their inception in 1867 to modem times. The appendix includes 12
tables giving full lists of TPOs and Conductor Posts arranged by pe-
riod and lists of all railway terminals and junctions in the area giving
both Hungarian and Slovak names.

$20

SPECIALIST

DVD containing 20th Century issues of the SPECIALIST (1939-1999),
along with index for them. Lower price is for members in USA.
Members from outside USA please add $1 for additional postage.
Higher price is for non-members in USA. Non-members from out-
side USA please add $1 for additional postage.

$10 / S20

COMPLETE 20TH CENTURY SUBJECT INDEX, 1939-1999 (E)- Index
of articles published in the SPECIALIST over 61 years
$9

CZECH POST POSTAL CARD commemorating the 60th Anniversary
of the Society on May 31, 1999 (see Jul/Aug 99 pages 1-3, Sep/Oct
1999, page 38)

$1.50
Please check by email to verify Society for
books are available before ordering. Czechoslovak
] Philately Inc.
Non-members: i

Please add 25% to the price
plus full postage.

Foreign orders:
Please contact

for postage rate!

James Buckner
322 Woodhaven Drive
Athens, GA 30606
Email:
wellseats@hotmail.com

FREE SCP Commemorative
Postal Card With Order
over $25.00
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email, and more. The site is maintained by
Marisa Galitz, P O Box 646, Owings Mills, MD
21117, email: mmgalitz@gmail.com.

4. A Society library is housed with Keith Hart, li-
brarian pro-tern. For inquiries on borrowing
books or making book donations, contact Keith
Hart, 4336 Las Lunas Ct., Castle Rock, CO 80104
or Email: kdhart46@icloud.com

5. An online sales circuit is now available. Mem-
bers can sell surplus philatelic material, as well
as inquiring as to whether anything they need
is available from other members. Members
wishing to use this service should contact our
circuit manager Marisa Galitz at mmgalitz@
gmail.com.

Visit our web page at
www.csphilately.org




