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An Analysis Of The Bilingual Postal Cancellations In The German-Czech
Provinces Of Austria-Hungary During The Period 1867-1919
Is It The Thrilling Story It Is Believed To Be?

Part 2
by Frans J.J. van Loo

[Ed. note: This second part of the article continues the discussion on previously published information regarding bilingual
cancellers. The reader should have the first part [Winter 2023 Specialist] nearby as there are references back to maps and figures
mentioned in Part 1].

5.2 The bilingual top/bottom cancellations

According to Mdiller!, in April 1871 the decision was made that top/bottom bilingual cancellers had to be
prepared for the more important places, where the Czech or Polish name was completely different from the German
name. The author believes that this statement is incorrect on both counts, certainly after November 1871.
Perhaps Miiller knew this because he goes on to say that in November 1871, newly
opened post offices in bilingual places were ordered to use this bilingual canceller. In
all places the German name had to come first, be it on top or as the first name in a
sequence (see Figs 9-11). He does not repeat the requirement that this rule is limited
to important places with clearly different names in both languages.

There is a special group of 29 places that use top/bottom cancellations but from
Klein’s work, you cannot tell whether it is German/Czech or Czech/German! The names
only differ by a hacek or acute accent like an i or i, see Fig. 25 with a German/Czech
cancellation (one has to look carefully to see the difference betweeniand i!), and these
differences are omitted in Klein’s book. This is a regrettable shortcoming in this
otherwise superior work. Luckily, in the Monografie these names are written with the ) .

. . Figure 25. Krcin/Kréin
correct letters and it turns out that all 29 places are Czech-speaking. 37-1-1899

A first glance at Table 2 (on page 8 of the Winter Specialist) already shows that
Czech-speaking places introduced far more bilingual cancellations than German-speaking places. However, these
data are difficult to compare because they cover the whole timespan from 1871 until 1900. During that time many
post offices were opened, others closed, long after the time when the question arose about which offices would
introduce bilingual cancellations.

Miller states that most of the confusion was settled around 1884. For that reason, the author made a
comparison that is much more consistent by splitting up the data into two periods, before and after 1884.

He looked up how many post offices existed before 1867 and checked whether they introduced a bilingual
cancellation in the period 1867-1884 or between 1884-1900. This can be done because the period 1867-1884 happens
to be the validity period for the postage stamp issue with the emperor’s head of the type shown in Figs. 20 and 22

Table 3
Number of post offices which existed before 1867 and introduced a bilingual cancellation

In Bohemia 451 in Moravia 188
German majority Czech majority German majority Czech majority
189=42% 262=58% 64=34% 124=66%
Introduction Bilingual Introduction Bilingual Introduction Bilingual Introduction Bilingual
Cancellation: Cancellation: Cancellation: Cancellation:
1867-1884 1884-1900 1867-1884 1884-1900 1867-1884 1884-1890 1867-1884 1884-1890

16=9% 12=6% 147=56% | 99=38% 15=23% 8=12% 71=57% 48=39%
Total 28 = 15% Total 246=94% Total 23=35% Total 119=96%
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(on page 9 of the Winter Specialist), and Klein’s data gives all cancellations on this issue separately. The results
can be found in Table 3.

Let us first focus in Table 3 on the situation in Bohemia. We see that 451 post offices which already existed
in 1867 introduced the bilingual cancellation. Of these, 189 (42%) are in German-speaking places; nearly all are
situated in Sudetenland (the colored border area in Fig. 5) with a few situated in German-language islands in Central
Bohemia. The other 262 (58%) are in Czech-speaking places, nearly all situated in Central Bohemia. The Table
concludes with the number of post offices that have introduced bilingual cancellations during the periods 1867-1884
and 1884-1900. So, 16 out of 189 places with a German majority (9%) introduced a bilingual cancellation before
1884; another 12 places (6%) did that between 1884 and 1900. Also, for the places with a Czech majority
conclusions from studying the data are clear: compared to the German-speaking places, far more Czech-speaking
places introduced bilingual cancellations. That is logical, because it was the Czechs who asked for this bilingual
cancellation in the first place.

We now look in more detail at the post offices with a German majority that changed from monolingual to
bilingual cancellations between 1867-1884 and 1884-1900. For Bohemia they are listed in Table 4a and Moravia
in Table 4b, together with a selection of the places which did not change their monolingual cancellation. The
number of inhabitants and the percentage of Czech-speaking people are given, together with labels as to whether
the places are a District Capital (DC) — 37 places, or a Judicial Seat (JS) — 54 places.

The author uses the data as a criterion to recognize a place as being “important,” because Miiller stated that
only “important” places with clearly different names in German and Czech should have introduced bilingual
cancellations. We can see that until 1884 10 “important” places did indeed switch to bilingual, whereas another
9 places did the same after 1884, 13 years or more after the possibility was offered. That means that 25 DCs and

Table 4a
Places with German Majority in Bohemia which:

Introduced bilingual cancellations | Introduced bilingual cancellations Did not introduce bilingual
before 1884 after 1884 cancellations between 1867-1900
Name place Inh.  %Cz Name place Inh. | %Cz Name Place Inh. | %Cz

Bergreichenstein JS 2,200 6 Bohm. AichaJS 2,700 41 A selection from 161 offices

Bodenbach 10,800 8 Dobrzan 5,200 42
Eger * DC .23,500 1 Dux DC .1 2,000. 25
Freiheit * | 1,700 | 0 Kaplitz DC | 2,400 9 Bilin JS 8,000 | 6
Horosed| | 655 14 Neubistritz JS | 2,500 1 Briix DC 21 ,500. 20
Jechnitz * JS 1,342 1 Oschitz 775 1 Hohenelbe DC | 4,800 10
Komotau * DC .1 5.900. 3 Prachatitz DC | 4,300 22 Kosten 3,900 | 19
Krumau DC .8,700. 15 Rokitnitz JS .1,1 00. 10 Lobositz JS -4,600. 13
Leitmeritz DC 13,000 15 Stecken JS 1,300 11 Nieder Georgenthal 3,900 23
Liebenau 3,200 12 Wegstadtl JS 1,700 10
Marschendorf * JS . 1,265 1 Winterberg JS . 4,700 10
Reichenberg * DC .34,100 8 Wscherau . 1,200 5

epliziee 20,200 ¢ + 25 DCs, all less than 3% Czech

Theresienstadt 7,000 34
Trautenau DC 12,700 10

Ullitz 680 16
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Table 4b
Places with German Majority in Moravia which:
Introduced bilingual cancellations | Introduced bilingual cancellations Did not introduce bilingual
before 1884 after 1884 cancellations between 1867-1900
Name place Inh.  %Cz Name place Inh. | %Cz Name Place Inh. | %Cz
Auspitz DC 3,600 | 10 Bdhm. Rudoletz 519 | 8 A Selection from 40 Offices
Briinn DC 94,500 36 Brisau 1,700 8 Bodenstadt 1,500 5
Fratting 528 1 Goding DC 10,200I 44 Frain JS | 1,100 5
Grussbach 2,400 . 8 Hosterlitz . 1,300 . 2 Frainersdorf 641 1
Hohenstadt DC 3,000 26 Mahr. Aussee 1,800 | 8 Mahr. Sggbnberg .1 1600 3
Iglau DC 24.400. 18 Nieder Eisenberg | 416 | 21 - Méhr. Tribau DC .?.700. 3
Kromau DC .2,200 | 40 Pohrlitz 2,900 | 21 Nikolsburg DC .6.000 2
Mahr. Neustadt JS | 5,100 | 2 Schildberg JS 1,900 | 7 Piesling | 799 | 18
Misslitz 2,000 | 26 | | Rdmerstadt DC .4,800 0
Miuglitz JS | 4,200 | 4 | | Schattau .2,500 7
Neutitschein DC .12.000. | | | Stannern "‘l ,400 | 9
Olmitz DC .21 .700. 33 | | Sternberg DC .15,200 1
Privoz 10,900. 39 |
Wolframitz | 539 | 6
Znaim DC .16,200. 12
Legend for Tables 4a and 4b
2 These places withdrew their bilingual canceller and reintroduced a monolingual canceller.

43 JSs never introduced the bilingual canceller, some of which were actually populated with a considerable Czech
minority and had sound Czech names like Briix = Most and Hohenelbe = Vrchlabi.

This is in sharp contrast with the situation in the Czech-speaking areas in Central Bohemia. The numbers are
too large to list them in a table but we can give the most important overall results. As can be seen in Table 3, 147
places became bilingual before 1884. Among these, 40 out of the 55 Czech DCs and 45 out of the 72 Czech JS’s
became bilingual, most of the rest following in the period 1884-1900. Only three DC’s never used a bilingual
cancellation for a good reason: Chotébo¥, Kladno and Poli¢ka did not have an official German name according to
the Gemeindelexicon. From the JC’s, five never used a bilingual cancellation. Jaroméf and Sobotka did not have
a German alternative, whereas in Humpolec and Koufim probably no one requested that the German name
Humpoletz or Kaufim should be added to the cancellation. The Czechs in these four places were completely
comfortable with their monolingual cancellation!

The case of the fifth place, Liban (1966 inhabitants from which 1964 were Czech) is different. There the German
name is on the canceller and not the Czech name Liban and this lasted until the introduction of the Ringsteg
canceller when it became bilingual.

All this brings us to a logical explanation in understanding which places introduced bilingual cancellations. The
German-speaking places had no reason to add a Czech name on their cancellers. Only complying when the Czech
minority insisted on their rights. The other places left everything unchanged. This is underlined by the fact that
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some places soon regretted their change: they withdrew their bilingual and reintroduced their monolingual
canceller. They are marked in Table 4a with an asterisk. Miiller was also surprised that “nearly entirely German
cities like Eger (Cz. Cheb) and Reichenberg (Cz. Liberec) got bilingual cancellers”. It seems that Miller was not
aware that Reichenberg had an 8% Czech minority. Note in Table 4b that in Moravia there were no places that
regretted their choice.

On the other hand the Czech-speaking places, small or large, with clearly different names or not, 100% Czech
or less, took the opportunity to add their Czech name to the canceller. The officials obviously agreed because
these were official cancellers. This shows that the introduction of bilingual cancellers in Bohemia was more like
an option rather than a rule, as Mdller had believed.

Now we have to verify this conclusion by looking at how Moravia handled the issue of bilingual cancellers. It
is clear from Tables 3 and 4b that the data is comparable to Bohemia, which means that the same conclusions we
drew above hold fast. We will only give a few extra data on top of those mentioned in Table 4b. From the 21 DC’s
in the Czech- speakmg areas 16 went over to bilingual cancellers before 1884 and 4 between 1884 and 1900. One

3 DC, Mistek, did not get a bilingual canceller because there was no German name
for this town. Of the 30 JS’s 18 became bilingual before 1884 and the other 12
between 1884 and 1900. Only 5 of the 124 places in the Czech-speaking part
did not have a bilingual canceller; 4 of them had no German name and the other
one was a small village with 2% Germans and where the post office was closed
'[ in 1882.

In Silesia the issue of bilingual cancellers is more complicated because it is a
trilingual province. On the other hand it is simpler, because in all cases the
German name came on top. It is interesting to see that both Czechs and Poles
are treated as absolutely equal minorities, so depending on whether the Czech

. ' — or the Polish population was larger a G/Cz or a G/P cancellation is used.

Figure 26. Postmaster cancellation Now we will look to the next issue of discussion: why in some cancellations is
of Hormi MoSténice/Ober
Moschtenitz, 19-6-1880 the German name not on top, thus violating the “Miiller rules”? The fact that
the Czech name quite often occurred on top brought Miller to the idea of
possible nationalistic actions of the postmasters, although he does acknowledge that some officially delivered
cancellers also violated the “Miiller rules” as shown in Figs. 14 and 27.

In the third section of Table 2 one can see the number of “top/bottom” Czech/German cancellations. Bohemia
had 63, Moravia had 4; Silesia did not have any such cancellations at all.

In Bohemia, the 63 places with Czech/German cancellations are all dispersed in the central part of Bohemia,
but especially along the border with Sudetenland. It is certainly feasible that political/nationalistic intentions play
a role, especially since 32 of them have postmaster (PM) cancellers, compared with only 8 PM cancellers out of
the 734 offices with a German/Czech cancellation. These postmasters had, until 1882, a large degree of freedom
in designing their cancellers. All Postmaster Cz/G cancellers were later replaced by the official single circle
German/Czech cancellers, except for the two villages Naceradec and Rozdalovice. Around 1884 they replaced
their PM Czech/German canceller with a monolingual Czech one. Naderadec never used another one during the
period of investigation, see Fig. 21 (page 9 of the Winter Specialist). After 1890 Rozdalovice accommodated and
used the official German/Czech cancellation.

In Moravia only 4 offices used a Czech/German cancellation and 3 of these had a postmaster canceller, namely:

1) Napajedla (Cz)/ Napagedl| (G), 3769 inhabitants (98% Czech). It was used simultaneously with the G/Cz
variant until around 1890.

2) Horni Mosténice/Ober Moschtenitz, 1415 inhabitants (99% Czech), used this cancellation until around 1884,
after which it was replaced by the G/Cz variant. Note that in the author’s example the date is upside down (Fig.
26).

3) Mésto Prerov/Stadt Prerau, 16727 inhabitants (96% Czech), used the Cz/G cancellation only for a brief time
and it was replaced in 1879 by a G/Cz cancellation.
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Table 5

and their replacement byfs’in'g_lé-cl'rcle (S) or double-circle (D) G/Cz cancellers

Officially delivered Cz/G cancellers (X) used on the three post stamp issues between 1867 and 1900 |

Starkenbach 2,600 X X S
Tinischt | 2,100 x| | s
Wottitz! 2,100 X S X s X S
Cestice 531 X X X D
Post |
office Cischkau 482 X X X s
Seﬁ;dn | Holoubkau 889 X X S
OTI0T Mrochowteinitz | 1274 X X X s
1118;5 " Hostiwitz 1,356 X X X D
. Jinetz | 1338 X X X L*R*
Kratenau 867 X X X D
Mieschitz 886 X X X D
Miréschau? | 1,957 | X Mono
Neméitz 298 X X D
Bohemia | Neuschloss 727 X X X D
" Okroulitz 312 X X X D
Raubowitz 1,851 X X X D
Sazau | 1,789 X X X S
Swojschitz . 8 X X X D
| Windig Jenikau =~ 981 X X X D
" Wolleniz 620 X X X D
Wrbno 474 X X X S
Ydiretz | 710 X X S
Zetoraz 689 X X X D
Zizkov4 59,300 X S
Moravia Vracov 3,594 X X X D
Footnotes:

1. Wottitz used CZ/G and single-circle G/Cz cancellers simultaneously through the whole period.
2. Jinetz replaced around 1895 the top/bottom Cz/G by a left*right* (Cz*G*) canceller.

3. 3. Miréschau withdrew the Cz/G and used a monolingual canceller (Fig. 28).
4

Zizkov opened in 1872 its new post office because of a reclassification and has thus the same
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4) Vracov/Wratzow, 3594 inhabitants (100% Czech), did not use a postmaster canceller but an official
Czech/German canceller. This was used until about 1895 and then replaced by the G/Cz variant (see Table 5 for
its explanation).

For the official cancellers with the Czech name on top it is difficult to understand how they came to be in
conflict with the official rule that the German language had to be on top. Often the G/Cz and the Cz/G cancellation
were used in the same period as the next example shows. The author will give an explanation in the text after
Table 5.

In the author’s collection is a beautiful Cz/G cancellation,
Susice/Schittenhofen, dated
1-12-1881, not mentioned by
Klein* or Votodek®. Next to this
the official G/Cz cancellation is
also used, see Fig. 27. Itis an
important district/capital in the
South of Bohemia, close to the
Sudetenland border. This city
was 98% Czech.

In order to get more insight
Figure 27. Susice/Schiittenhofen, 1-12-1881, not men- INto the top/bottom discussion
tioned in Klein, and Schiittenhofen/Susice 16-8-1883  the author split up the places . -,

. . Figure 28a. Mir6schau

with Cz/G cancellers into a group 20-8-1874 (see Table 5)

that already had a post office before 1867, and a group that opened a post office

between the dates 1/7/1867 and 1/1/1874. Analysis of Klein’s data* shows that post

offices opening after 1874 never used a Cz/G canceller. The surprising difference
between these two periods is shown in Table 5.

Let us first explain the information included in this Table. During the period under
investigation three types of postage stamps were issued: between 1/6/1867 and
31/10/1884 the emperor’s head (Figs. 27 and 28a); between 15/8/1883 and 30/6/1891
the double-eagle type (Fig. 28b); between 1/9/1890 and 30/9/1900 another type of
the emperor’s head (Fig. 25). The value was in Kreuzer, after 1900 stamp issues had
their value in Kronen.

Table 5 shows the places which used the Cz/G canceller. In the upper half one |
sees the places which had a post office before 1/6/1867 and in the lower part those 2
places with offices that opened after 1/6/1867, including the Moravian village of  Figure 28b. Miréschau,
Vracov. The cross (X) shows during which period the Cz/G canceller was used according 29-6-1884
to Klein. Also indicated is which canceller took over after the withdrawal of the Cz/G
canceller. Most often that was the official G/Cz canceller of the single-circle type (S) or the double-circle type (D)
as in Fig. 25, but in the case of Mirdschau the monolingual tumble cancellation took over (Fig. 28b). According to
the Monografie® this monolingual canceller was introduced at the opening of the post office in 1869, was then
replaced by the bilingual canceller in 1879 and again reintroduced somewhere before June 1884.

It is important that the double- circle top/bottom type of cancellation only had the German name on top which
was the main objection of the Czechs when this canceller was introduced.

Very surprisingly, the characteristics between the upper and lower half differ greatly. In the lower half with
post offices that opened after 1867, in most cases the non-official Cz/G canceller was used during this period until
it was replaced by the official double-circle G/Cz canceller (D). In most of the places that opened before 1867 the
upper half of the Cz/G canceller was withdrawn during the first or second period and always replaced by the regular
single-circle canceller (S).

Initially, influenced by Miiller’s ideas, the author had thought that during these politically troubled times young,
enthusiastic postmasters in new post offices would massively support the Czech case but that proved not to be
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correct. Out of the 229 post offices that opened after 1867 in the Czech-speaking area in Bohemia only 21 used
the Cz/G canceller (see Table 5), which is only 9%. From the 151 places that already had a post office before 1867
only 12 used the Cz/G canceller, just 8%. It seems that the new postmasters were not more active politically than
those already functioning.

The question remains: what has the date of the opening of a post office to do with the large difference between
both groups in Table 5? The author thinks that the answer is not explicitly found in the date of opening but implicitly
in the number of inhabitants.

In the upper half one finds places with a large population, more than 2000 inhabitants, whereas in the lower
half all but one have a very low number of inhabitants, less than 2000. The only exception is Zizkov, a place that
is now situated in the cadastral district of Prague and had at that time 59300 inhabitants. The point here is that
Zizkov obtained its own post office in 1872 because of a formal reclassification and has, therefore, the same
characteristics as places in the upper half of the table. All the other places in the lower group were, before 1867,
simply not important enough to get a post office.

The author sees only one explanation. The (very) low population would not write many letters and the canceller
will not have been used very often. It would take years for that tool to get worn out and Miller mentions in his
article: “It was allowed to use up the cancellers until they were worn out but they had to obey the rules” and then
in parentheses “That means that the German name has to be on top”. The author thinks that this latter assumption
is not correct. It would have been impossible for 21 places to use for 20 years a canceller that is officially not
allowed. Originally there would have been a rule that the German name had to be on top, and most probably a
number of places (around 8%) initially purchased for nationalistic reasons a canceller with the Czech name on top.
An official body will then have asked them to withdraw this illegal canceller and replace them with the official G/Cz
one. The larger places did indeed do this but the smaller ones waited until their canceller was worn out and that
simply did not occur. Vienna didn’t care and turned a blind eye.

5.3 The bilingual left/right cancellations

According to Miller, the introduction of this type of cancellation should have been the solution for the language
struggle in postal cancellations until it became clear that this canceller was vulnerable to fraud or errors by the
postmaster. Let us look at the aim of the introduction of these cancellers and the actual outcome.

Apart from the equal rights issue there was the advantage that according to Miiller you could see what the
dominant language was in individual places. The name used by the majority had to appear at the left-hand side
of the cancellation. This statement will be challenged by the author as will be seen in Chapter 6.

Since the introduction of the double-circle left/right cancellers started in 1897 and for many places took place
between 1900 and 1910, it is important that we find data on the cancellations during this entire period, and Klein’s
data only covers up to 1900. Late in this investigation the author learned about the existence of a series of catalogs
in the Czech language (but luckily with a German or English summary) on cancellations in current Czechia from
1850 until 1919, entitled Monografie Ceskoslovenskych Zndmek by Emil Votoek®. Volumes 13, 14 and 16 contain
the data we required. Volumes 13 and 14 deal with the data up to 1918, whereas the two parts of Volume 16
treat the data between 1918 and 1920. This enabled us to investigate the history of all bilingual left/right
cancellations, double-circle as well as Ringsteg, in the following Chapter 6.

6. Analysis of the bilingual left/right cancellations during the period 1897-1919

We will initially focus on the Double-Circle bilingual left/right cancellations (Figs. 16 and 17, on page 7 in the
Winter Specialist) in the period 1897-1919. Table 6 shows us the number of places where they were used in
Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia.

In 20 Czech-speaking places in Bohemia and 3 in Moravia the initial German-left cancellers were soon replaced
by Czech-left versions and are treated as such in Table 6.

Our main question was: does the majority-language name of a place always appear at the lefthand side of the
cancellation as the Miiller rule claims? If we look at Bohemia, we see that from the 685 places only 3 places deviate
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Table 6
Bohemia, 685 places German Left, 25 places German Majority, 22 places

Czech majority, 3 places
Czech left, 660 places German maijority, 0 places

Czech majority, 660 places

Moravia, 129 places German left, 115 places German majority, 22 places

Czech majority, 93 places

Czech left, 14 places German majority, 1 place
Czech majority, 13 places
Silesia, 12 places German left, 12 places | Czech right, | German majority, O places

4 places T
Czech majority, 4 places
Polish right, German majority, 1 place

8 places
Polish majority, 7 places

from this rule (indicated in red in Table 6). Kamenicek - 883 inhabitants (100% Czech), Nlrschau - 5602 inhabitants
(62% Czech), and Trebnitz - 1722 inhabitants (67% Czech) all have the German name at the left-hand side.

When we look at Moravia, however, we see a completely different picture. From the 129 places, 94 are in
conflict with Miiller’s rule, from which 93 have a Czech majority and yet the [3 - = :
German name appears at the left. Marienthal bei Olmdtz is the only place with |38
a German majority that has the Czech name on the left. i

In Silesia only 12 places used this type of canceller. They all have the German
name at the left-hand side, whereas only Bistrai - 587 inhabitants (54% German,
0% Czech, 46% Polish) has a German majority.

In conclusion one can state that in the three provinces the policy on this
matter was completely different. In Bohemia Mdller’s rule is obeyed with a few
exceptions, in Moravia a strong tendency for the German name left is seen, and
in Silesia only the German name shows up on the left. So it was not “Vienna” or
the local postmasters that made the rules but most probably the postal authorities = — -

o the ndiicual provinces. Fgure b, Doutle Crcte et

A second question arose from Miiller’s statement that it was impossible to  prague/Prag 25-1-1893. Not men-
prevent cheating by reversing the date plug in DC left/right cancellers. According tioned in Klein, but mentioned in
to him it was only the introduction of the Ringsted canceller that stopped this Monografie. Prague was 30%

. . . . . . Czech-speaking.
misuse since with that type of canceller cheating was impossible. Let us look as
Sy, — to why this is so.

= The Ringsted canceller (R) had, apart

from a horizontal date, one star on the

| top and a serial number or letter at the

- | bottom of the ring for certain postal-

| technical reasons, see Figs. 18 and 19

"‘"" _ * (page 8 in the Winter Specialist). If the

DC-G*Cz* DC-G*CzM DC-Cz*G* DC-Cz*G/ date plug was reversed and one wants

to read the date, then the serial number

is found on top but upside-down and this makes cheating impossible (see Fig. 34). But Mdller didn’t mention that

this serial number was also used in double-circle left/right cancellers! In Fig. 29 an example is shown, where no

e e )
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Table 7
| Bohemia Moravia
German Maj. Czech Maj German Maj. Czech Maj.
DC-G*Cz* 12 pl. 2 pl. 16 pl. 89 pl.
DC-Cz'G* 0pl. 550 pl. 1pl 10 pl.
DC-G*Cz~ 10 pl. 2 pl. 6 pl. 4 pl.
DC-CZGA 0 pl. 110 pl. 0pl. 3 pl.
R-G*CzA 17 pl. 0 pl. 16 pl. ' 7pl.
R-Cz'GA 1pl 13 pl. 0pl. '51pl.

cheating is possible and where the Miiller rule is not obeyed !!. In Table 6 all DC cancellers with and without serial
numbers are mentioned.

In fact there are four main types of these DC left/right cancellers, apart from (for our purpose) non-relevant
varieties like the posting time as the large number 2 appearing in Fig. 29. They are shown in Fig.30 (taken from
the Monografie) where the sign ” stands for the serial letter ‘t" and ‘b’ respectively. The first two have the German
name on the left-hand side, the last two the Czech name. These cancellers were used between 1898 and 1919.

The point is: If it had been important to the authorities that no cheating should be possible with left or right
choices they only had to replace one star by an asymmetrical marker, like a number, letter, or something else.

Therefore, it will be interesting to see whether the left/right positions in the DC types with a serial letter, and
in the two Ringsted types (R-G*Cz” and R-Cz*G") will follow Miiller’s rule. From Table 7 it can be seen that this is
generally true for the DC type but with 6 exceptions in the DC-G*Cz” cancellations out of 22 (deviations from
Muller’s rule are indicated in red).

In Bohemia these exceptions are Trebnitz — (1722 inhabitants, 67% Czech) and one cancellation from Prague

Table 8 - Presence of DC - Left/Right canceller from 1900-1919
DC-left/right together DC-left/right without DC-left/right
with R-left/right from R-left/right from Stopped between
1900-1919 1900-1919 1900-1919
Bohemia 208 326 135
Moravia 25 57 54
Silesia 3 5 1

as already shown in Fig. 29, which is not mentioned in Table 6 since all other cancellations from this large city have
the Czech name at the left-hand side. In Moravia 4 Czech places have the German name at the left-hand side, viz.
Pferau— 17000 inhabitants (96% Czech), Trebitsch - 11000 inhabitants (93% Czech), Ung. Hradisch - 5000 inhabitants
(82% Czech) and Mahr. Ostrau - 30000 inhabitants (56% Czech). This is a characteristic for Moravia: these are large
cities with a Czech-speaking majority and they show a preference for the German name at the left-hand side, as
shown in Tables 6 and 7. This is also the case for the Ringsted cancellations. In Moravia 7 Czech-speaking places
are found with the German name at the left-hand side. The one German-speaking Bohemian town with the Czech
name at the left-hand side, Prachatitz, will be discussed after Table 8.

When reading Miiller’s article, one gets the impression that the Ringsted substitutes for the double-circle
canceller because of its ability to prevent cheating. However, it turns out that actually by far the most DC cancellers
have been used until 1919 as shown in Table 8. That could be done simultaneously with a Ringsted canceller or
not.
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In one case the left/right situation is different
between the DC and the R canceller, while
being used simultaneously: Prachatitz in
Bohemian Sudetenland - 4300 inhabitants (22%
Czech) appears as DC-Prachatitz*Prachatice”,
and also as R-Prachatice*Prachatitz” (see also
8| Table 7)!

To close Chapter 6 we will now concentrate
on an issue that seemingly has nothing to do
with the Austro-Hungarian cancellations. We
will look into the two parts of Monografie 16,
which treat the period between 1918 and
1920, the time in which Czechoslovakia
became an independent state. The new
country issued their first postage stamps in
1 December 1918 but also had to design their
1 own cancellations. That took time and in the
interim they started with a procedure that was
called “Nationalization of Cancellations of
| Austrian Origin”. That meant that all German
names and words had to disappear from the
canceller used until then, in one way or
#| another.

Il % . ‘ _ : An easy way to do this was changing the
T T T A adll | NG 1Al ™ £ | German name with a small correction into the
F;gu;e1322a. E?I_cf:)-A/{?:Zétin*l};l’?netin* E . L' O = | Czech name. Inthat way two “identical” names
tra7nsfor9mg;1 at tileerigirt)—cllan;v :i:iee Figure 32b. The German name has appea‘red in the cancellatlon.” Ar'1' example was
into “&” and " been removed”. char'lgmg the German Iettfer W to the .Czech
equivalent “V” as shown in Fig. 31. This and
some other images are taken from Jacques Hermann’s Czech Cancellations’, a very nice website with a lot of
information about cancellations between 1918 and 1939.

Figure 31a. DC-Welehrad* Veleh- ——
rad* 13-4-1920. The “W” had been Figure 31b. R-Vceldkov*
transformed in “V’7. Wcelakow™ 19-3-1919. Two letters

“W” transformed in “V’".

_ It is clear that one took away half of the
letter W, leaving a narrow letter V (arrow in
Fig. 31b). In Fig 31a one can see the remnant
ﬁ of the W, indicated by an arrow. In Fig. 31b
;!Ii by changing the W twice with a V the names
/| are still not identical because the accent on
the letter A does not appear on the right-
hand side!
In Manétin (Fig. 32a), they first tried to
Figure 33. This happened with the Battlelau canceller in 1918 abd 19196. make the names identical by putting an
accent on the ‘I’ in the German name at the right-hand side, but then they also had to change the German ‘e’ into
the Czech ‘é’ and that was not very successful. Perhaps for that reason two months later the German name was
completely removed (Fig. 32b). That became the most popular way to solve the problem.

For us, the most relevant changes can be seen in Fig. 33. Before the end of World War | in November 1918,
the Czech-speaking town of Battelau in Moravia had a DC-Battelau*Batelov* canceller with the Czech name on
the right-hand side, see Fig. 33 at the left.

Immediately after the end of World War | the sequence of names was changed by reversing the date plug.
The author didn’t find an example of that cancellation, unfortunately. Six months later one sees the German name
made illegible by blackening and another six months later the German name had been completely removed. So
this ended with only the Czech name at the left-hand side.
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This even happened with cancellers with a serial
letter. Inthe chaos of the time they initially didn’t take
care of the fact that this letter ended on top of the ring
in an upside-down position. In Dux, however, they
| took the effort to re-engrave the serial letter, see Fig.
341

What is the logic here? Let us see what Votolek® says
about this subject. He shows in Fig. 35 three examples
of DC-G*Cz* cancellations where reversal took place
and he writes:

“The reversal of the date plugs on the original
German-Czech cancellers of the above mentioned type
cannot be regarded as typical for the post-
Independence Day period. Similar adaptions of

Figure 34. Some examples of the reversal of the date plugs in cancellers is known from the years preceding 1918.

cancellers with a serial letter. Only in the case of Dux this serial 1hen this was the easiest, and at the same time, the
number was re-engraved to put it in the readable position. ~ less conspicuous method as to how to secure the

dominating position on the postmarks for the Czech

language”.

A very interesting case is the city of Znaim
(Znojmo). This important German-speaking city was
very much in favor of using the German language and
their reaction can be seen in Fig. 36. They removed
the Czech name!! The authorities of the new
Czechoslovakia were not very amused and according
to Votocek they forced the postmaster to replace,
probably at his own expense, the Czech text!
(Monografie vol. 16, part 2, p. 394).

From these references some important
conclusions can be drawn. Votocek speaks about the
dominating position of the left-hand side and describes
them by German-Czech. Obviously he reads the :
left/right text in this way, with the left-hand side Figure 35. “In 1919, the originally German-Czech cancellers
always felt as being the dominant position (see Fig. 11, were changed into Czech-German ones
page 6 in the Winter Specialist) and which was even by reversal of the date plugs.”
the main reason that the Czechs wanted to get rid of
the cancellers where the German language took by definition the
dominating position. Now they could do the same with their own
language if they liked by taking the left-hand side of the left/right
cancellers.

This idea will have grown gradually because it was not the
original intention to have whatever dominant position in the
left*right® cancellers. This explains the slowly growing numbers
of cancellers with the Czech name at the left-hand side which = Figyre 36, “The original German-Czech postmark
manifests itself especially in the Ringsted cancellers.

If this is true then it is not necessarily the percentage of Czech
inhabitants which is decisive but the influence and power of the ethnic group. This being so, a place with a majority
of Czech inhabitants could be dominated by a smaller group of influential Germans, leading to the German name
being at the left-hand side. However, this cannot explain the systematical differences between the three provinces.
So, a guiding role of the provincial authorities must also have been present.

from Znojmo and its Germanized form.”™

7. CONCLUSIONS

The author would like to start by stating that he experienced his investigation into the Austro-Hungarian postal
cancellations in current Czechia as both extremely interesting and surprising. Although the continuous and
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politically motivated language struggle between postmasters and post officials as suggested by Miiller was certainly
exaggerated as has been shown, there are still items where the author got excited when exploring this subject.

A number of questions were solved, but others need detailed research into the Austro-Hungarian postal

archives, or the help of collectors and specialists in this field, for which the author would be very grateful.

The aim of the author was to find answers to three main questions after reading Miiller’s article:
1.

What conditions were required for a post office to introduce a bilingual top/bottom cancellation in 1871?
Muller states that it was necessary that it should be an “important place” with two clearly different names
in German and Czech. The author argues that for this to happen there were actually no special
requirements for a post office.

Is it a requirement that in top/bottom cancellations the German name has to be on top and, if so, why are
there so many exceptions? According to Miller it was a requirement but some postmasters, driven by
nationalistic intentions, did not obey this rule, much to the frustration of official bodies who asked the
postmasters to follow the rules. The author agrees with Miller, but makes it clear that the important
cities indeed obeyed the rule upon request by the authorities. However, some places turned a blind eye
where there were only a relatively small number of inhabitants (less than 2000) and the post office opened
after 1867. These offices could use their “illegal” cancellations with the Czech name at the top until the
canceller was worn out and that was often after 1890.

Miller states that the left/right canceller was introduced in 1897 to satisfy the Czech wishes for
replacement of the bilingual top/bottom canceller. The Czechs felt it as an abuse that the German name
had to be at the dominating position at the top of the bilingual cancellation and the authorities met their
concern by introducing the left/right canceller where no preferred position of names existed. But then
Miller adds another condition: the language of the majority of the people in the place of the post office
had to appear at the left-hand side. However, because of the structure of the canceller, it was possible
for the postmaster, by reversing the date plug, to put the language he preferred at the left-hand side and
this led, according to Miiller, to nationalistic issues which the authorities wanted to prevent.

The author argues that the left/right canceller was indeed meant to satisfy Czech desires, but he does
not agree that there was a general rule for the majority-language to be at the left-hand side. For example,
in 80% of the cancellers in Moravia before 1800 the erroneous (German) name appears at the left-hand
side and it is impossible to assume that 80% of the Moravian postmasters were either too stupid to
understand rules or were politically corrupt.

If the position of the name had been important then the authorities would have taken care that the
left/right canceller was made fraud-proof. As an example: one could have put whatever asymmetrical
sign instead of one of the stars in the canceller, which makes cheating by reversing the date impossible.

In the opinion of the author, the left/right canceller was initially not meant for indicating which language
was dominant. Itis clear that the policy in this respect was completely different in the three provinces of
Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia. On the other hand, it is also clear that gradually the idea grew that the
left-hand side in the canceller was the most dominant place, which explains the growing number having
the Czech name at that side.

[Ed. note: The Czechoslovak Specialist is extremely pleased to publish this transiation in English of an article originally written

in Dutch].
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Philatelic News and Views
From Keith Hart

1. 1 would like to apologize to all members for the
delay in receiving the Winter Specialist. This was caused
by circumstances that were totally outside our control.
This also resulted in the unfortunate error on page 6
where the image for figure 7 intruded on the text
around it. An amended page 6 is included with this
issue and | hope that you can either put it loose inside
your copy, or perhaps even paste it over the incorrect
page. | am truly sorry that this happened and as editor
accept full responsibility, the buck really does stop here
on my desk. | have also reached out to Frans van Loo
to share my regrets on this error, spoiling what readers
have already told me is an extremely interesting article,
with information about a period that is rarely
mentioned in the literature.

COOPERATION AGREEMENT
WITH THE CZECHOSLOVAK
PHILATELIC
SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN

Check out our sister organization,
the Czechoslovak Philatelic Society of
Great Britain, at their website:
www.cpsgb.org.uk, and through their Membership
Secretary, Hans van Dooremalen at
cpsghl@gmail.com.

Their publication Czechout and our Specialist have
little duplication in content. In addition, under a new
agreement the two societies have arranged for
payment of your CPSGB dues to our SCP Treasurer
without having to worry about foreign currency or
sending it to the UK. So why not have more fun,
become a member of both societies! CPSGB dues are
S9 for digital, $37 for printed copies by airmail or $31
for printed copies by surface. Payment can be made

2. These same unfortunate circumstances have also | Vi@ Paypal to sales@csphilately.org or by check to:

led to this issue being rather unusual, in that it only has
a single article together with the new issues for both
countries. | sincerely hope that by the time you receive
the Summer Specialist that normal service will have
been resumed.

SCP, c/o Marisa Galitz
PO Box 646
Owing Mills, MD 21117

O O K

The Story of a Stolen Stamp

About five years ago there appeared sensational news about the discovery of one of the rarest Czechoslovak
stamps, four-crown with overprint Czechoslovak Post 1919 on engrained paper. This stamp was stolen in 1991 at
the World Stamp exhibition PHILLANIPPON 91 in Tokyo and it hasn't been seen since. A detailed article about it
was published in Filatelie issue of October 2017. Part of it was a comment from the son of the late noted exhibitor
Johann Klein, from whose exhibit the stamp was stolen.

J. Klein searched for it for years, considering the perpetrator of the theft to be another exhibitor, Ludvik Pytli¢ek
, who was present at the exhibition. After Klein’s death his son Abraham (Bram) continued the search. His father
told him : “My stamp was stolen by Ludvik Pytlicek who is waiting for me to die and then he will try to sell it”. And
that is what happened. Five years ago, not long after J. Klein’s death, L. Pytlicek offered up the stamp in auction.
Expert Josef Chudoba recognized it by the image in the auction catalog, and alerted the family of the original owner.
The stamp was then withdrawn from the auction and, based on the report filed by Klein’s son, it was detained by
the police, who opened an investigation into the theft. L. Pytlicek first claimed that it was a different stamp and
then that he bought the stamp from J. Klein and that this Dutch collector therefore committed insurance fraud.

In 2018 a book called Stolen Stamp was published here in Czech Republic and at the same time in Netherlands
in which A. Klein describes the whole story. He points out his father searched for the stamp for many years using
advertisements in domestic and international philatelic journals, in which he offered a high reward for finding it.
The stamp was depicted in these advertisements so according to it’s centering, the shape of serrations, the
engrained paper, and the position of the overprint, it can clearly be determined that the seized stamp is indeed
the stamp stolen in 1991 at the Tokyo exhibition.

Klein therefore filed a lawsuit to determine ownership of the stamp. The proceedings are pending in the District
Court in Semily. The parties of the dispute are him as the representative of the heirs of Mr. Klein Sr., then the heirs
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of L. Pytlicek , who also died in the meantime, and then the party claiming to represent the insurance company
that 30 years ago paid J. Klein an insurance benefit for a lost stamp.

In mid-February of this year another court date in the dispute took place. So, who does the stamp belong to?
The heirs of J. Klein demand its release, the heirs of L. Pytlicek claim the stamp belongs to them and will want to
prove that L. Pytlicek got it before the exhibition in Tokyo, so it could not have been stolen. Representatives of
foreign insurance company should present proof that they concluded the insurance contract and paid compensation
for the stamp after the theft (even then according to certain legal opinion they would not be its owners, they would
only be entitled the return of the compensation paid).

It's an unusual dispute that spills over abroad, which is also followed by the leading media, a detailed report
on the February court situation was shown on Czech Television. Its outcome cannot be predicted. When we learn
something new, we will inform our readers.

SocCIETY FOR HUNGARIAN PHILATELY

if you are a collector/enthusiast of that period when Czechoslovak and Hungarian philately overlaps, as
well as the earlier shared postal history, you should consider joining the Society for Hungarian Philately
(SHP). Annual membership includes four issues of The News of Hungarian Philately, access to member’s
sections of their website, and participation in their quarterly auction.

Annual dues are $25 for N. America, $30 Worldwide, or $20 for online access only. You can join by
following the link on the home page of their website, www.hungarianphilately.org, using PayPal (adding $1 to
whichever level you require), or direct to the treasurer:

Wes Learned, P.O. Box 802, Powell, WY 82435-0802

NEW ISSUES

[Ed. note: Unless otherwise stated all issues from both countries are produced by Tiskarna Hradistko, s.r.o. using multi-color
offset.]

SLOVAKIA
by Keith Hart

q 1. On January 27, 2023 the Ministry of Transport of the
4 Slovak Republic issued a 1.00€ stamp in the series
o 4 Personalities: Krista Bendova [Pofis 785]. The stamp
P /! 4 celebrates the birth centenary of the author and was
¢ KRISTA .3 d designed by Natdlia Lozekovd, based on a photograph by
BENDOVA § Magda Borodacova. It shows the writer’s head, sketched
o alssaand os if it was drawn on a classroom chalkboard (Fig. 1). It was
Figure 1 produced in sheets of 50. Bendova (1923-1988) started her Figure 2
working career as a journalist, but soon realized that she
wanted to be an author. She became a much-loved writer of books for school-age }
children, mainly through collections of humorous poetry, which are still widely read today. }
She also wrote a series of fairy tales about a character called Osmijanko. The cachet of
the FDC (Fig. 2), engraved by Lubomir Zalec, illustrates a scene from the poem O |
spadnutej hruske (About a Fallen Pear) and the cancellation is a box of writing instruments |
and a facsimile of Bendova’s signature.

2. On February 17, 2023 the Ministry issued a 2.00€ stamp in the series Personalities:
Jan Gotéar [Pofis 786]. The stamp celebrates the 200" anniversary of the patriot’s birth
and was produced in sheets of 50. The portrait-type figure was designed by Peter
Augustovi¢ and the image is based on an 1863 lithograph by Josef Pfecechtél (Fig. 3).
Gotcar (1823-1883) began adult life as a teacher at a Catholic school. At the time of the Figure 3
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his signature.

sometimes
moving on from
his original
pastoral figures

thieves. He also
depicted

Figure 6 which led to the
choice of subject for this Easter stamp (and later

this year the Holy Family for the Christmas }|...

stamp). The FDC cachet is a knight on horseback
(Fig. 6) and the cancellation is Christ enthroned.

A stamp booklet containing 10 self-adhesive }...

stamps and a pictorial postcard were also issued.

4. On February 28, 2023 the Ministry jointly

issued with the Republic of Armenia a [™%

commemorative sheet to mark the 30"
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic

relations between the two countries: Christian [

Monuments from the 9" Century. The stamp
sheet contains 20 copies of two different 1.00€

stamps and 5 coupons (Fig. 7). It was designed |

by Peter Augustovi¢ and produced by a
combination of multi-color offset and serigraphy.

The subject matter of the stamps was chosento [

reflect the fact that Christianity unites the two
geographically distant countries. The 1.00€

stamp with Slovak subject matter shows St. |

George’s Church in Nitrianska Blatnica [Pofis

correspondence (Fig. 4). The cancellation is a facsimile of

3. On February 24, 2023 the Ministry issued a T2 50g
(0.75€) stamp to celebrate Easter 2023: Slovak Folk
Woodcarving [Pofis 787]. The stamp, designed by Adrian
Ferda, depicts a Pieta (Fig. 5) by Stefan Sivan which is in
the Ostrava Gallery. Sivan (1906-1995) was a farmer and
wheelwright who turned to woodcarving as a means to
boost his income. Completely untrained artistically, this
led to the intuitive naive style for which he is famous. He
started by carving figures for cribs, but eventually his work
enlarged to a monumental size, the subject matter

1848 uprising he became a fervent nationalist, which eventually led to his becoming

-l Fouitho f14y fpll 5yt a founding member of the Slovak Matica cultural organization, as well as being
Ml by i pie ke installed as the Abbot of Koblan. After “retiring” in 1867 he became a founder of
ﬁ;:”;"*z:ff‘:’m the Svaty Vojtech (St. Adalbert) Association and was later the main instigator of the
:"’:’;'-:-:_*—"-4‘-74--&-_-1_-1{*’1 establishment of a Catholic Grammar School in Klastor pod Znievom, which was
/4«'_:.f,.fr:;£_'f”'("""" later forcibly closed due to the Magyarization policy of the Hungarian rulers. The

ot oo Rl et et FDC cachet has a view of the school building with a background of Gotcar’s personal
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788]. The church buildings date from the
mid-16" century, but archaeological research,
carried out since 1976, has found that the
foundations of the rotunda date from the 9t
century, during the time of the Great Moravian
Empire. Radiocarbon dating of timber has led
to the conclusion that the original church was
built in the year 830 plus or minus 30 years,
which makes the site the oldest preserved
church in Slovakia. The FDC cachet depicts a
view through a ruined church with Marhat
Mountain behind (Fig. 8) and the cancellation
is a plan of the original 9*" century rotunda. The
1.00€ stamp with Armenian subject matter
shows Tatev Monastery [Pofis 789] which is a
UNESCO World Heritage site. The main church
of the monastery is dedicated to Saints Peter

SLOVE N SKQO { andPaul but has an earlier single-nave church o
e 2] dedicated to St. Gregory the llluminator,
™ Armenia’s patron saint, which was originally
MY constructed between 836 and 848. It was

|

Figure 8 Figure 9

BN

destroyed in an earthquake in 1138 and the :
appearance of the church dates from 1295.
The FDC cachet features the interior of the

\ =) church (Fig. 9) and the cancellation is a
2 33““%-_-_//‘ 274 Khachkar, a form of cross typically found in _
: Armenia. ||
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5. On March 1, 2023 the Ministry issued a

° 2.00€ stamp to commemorate the 20"
ORDINARIAT 0ZBROJENYCH siL. 4 Anniversary of the Establishment of the Figure 11

A OZBROJENYCH ZBOROV SR

Military Ordinariate of Slovakia [Pofis 790].

The stamp depicts the carillon of bells from St. Sebastian Cathedral in Bratislava (Fig.
10) and was designed by Peter Nosal and produced in sheets of 50. The ordinariate
is a special diocese dedicated to the pastoral care of Catholic believers from the armed forces of the Slovak Republic
and was established by Pope John Paul Il through his Papal Bull of Spiritual Progress. =
The FDC cachet is an outline drawing of St.
Sebastian Cathedral (Fig. 11) and the
cancellation is the coat of arms of the
ordinariate.

FDC

Figure 10

KUBAL
1923 - 1997

6. On March 20, 2023 the Ministry issued a

T2 50g stamp in the series Personalities: Viktor
Kubal [Pofis 791]. The stamp celebrates the
centenary of Kubal’s birth and portrays the
Figure 12 head of the filmmaker, together with his

famous kittens — Puf and Muf (Fig. 12). It was designed by Karol Felix and produced
in sheets of 50 using recess printing from a flat plate combined with multi-color offset.
Kubal (1923-1991) was the founder of Slovak animated film, creating 214 animated
shorts and features during a career spanning over 45 years. As an innovator for
animated art he was often the story writer, scriptwriter, animator, director and Figure 13

SLOVENSKO
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VYDAVATELSTV
fRANOSCIUS
FDC
Figure 15
Figure 14 shows the logo of the

publishing company (Fig. 14). It was designed by Igor
Benca, engraved by Jozef Cesla and produced in sheets
of 50 wusing multi-color offset combined with
serigraphy. Founded in 1898 and named for the 17t
century Lutheran pastor and publisher, George
Tranoscius (Juraj Tranovsky), it started life as a
publisher of religious works, particularly manuals for
use within the Lutheran Evangelical Church. More
recently they expanded their output to include works
of fiction and poetry. A long-term activity is to reach
out to Slovaks in communities across the globe,
enabling them to preserve their mother language and
keep in touch with their native culture. The cachet of
the FDC is a contemporary portrait of Tranoscius (Fig.
15) and the cancellation is an outline of books in the
shape of the letter ‘T’.

Postal Stationery

8. On February 9, 2023 the Ministry issued a
prepaid postal card with additional imprint to celebrate
the exhibition: Peter Uchnar: Space For A Story [Pofis
323 CDV 314/23] which is

filmmaker for much of his early work. His most memorable
work was for the TV series of cartoons starring the
mischievous cats Puf and Muf which aired on Czech TV from
1969-1973. The FDC cachet has a selection of characters
from his cartoons (Fig. 13) and the cancellation is the
cartoon character Janko Hrasek. A commemorative sheet
was also issued.

7. On April 27, 2023 the Ministry issued a 1.20€ stamp to
commemorate the 125* Anniversary of the Foundation of
the Tranoscius Publishing House [Pofis 792]. The stamp

Odosielatel;

© Slovenska podta 323 COV 314/22

Stredoslovenské mizeum - Thurzoy dom = Podlové mizeum
Banska Bystrica

Figure 16

CESKA REPUBLIKA

[rr=—pm

1473-1543

MIKULAS KOPERNIK °

Figure 1

taking place at the Postal Museum in Banska Bystrica. The
additional printis a postg’r f6r the®xRibit (Fig. 16) showing
a page from a bookillustrated by Uchnar, who has provided
images for more than 50 books.

CZECH REPUBLIC
1. On February 15, 2023 the Ministry of Industry and
Trade issued a “B” value (23 Ké&s) stamp in the series
Personalities: Nicolaus Copernicus [Pofis 1188]. The stamp
shows a portrait of the astronomer with a background of

Figure 2

our solar system (Fig. 1). It was designed by Jindfich Ulrich and printed in sheets of 50.
The stamp celebrates the 550" anniversary of Copernicus’s birth in Torun, then in Royal



THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST - SPRING 2023

19

Prussia, today in Poland. He is famed as a Renaissance era polymath, working as a mathematician and economist
as well as an astronomer. His most famous work is that in which he formulated a model of the universe with the
Sun at its center rather than the Earth as had been used earlier. The FDC cachet, engraved by Bohum|I Snelder is
designed to resemble a Renaissance woodcut showing a study within a monastery (Fig.

2) and the cancellation symbolizes a central Sun within

the four phases of the Earth’s orbit.
2. On February 15, 2023 the Ministry issued a “B”

50. He directed 32 films between 1950 and 1987,

Figure 4

. .CESKA REPUBLIKA E

q for the FDC portrays a filmset chopper board
| showing Podskalsky in his Lesser Town Square

1 3. On February 15, 2023 the Ministry issued
| commemorative stamp in the series: Beauties of Our
| | Country: Kozel Chateau [Pofis 1190]. The stamp was
/| designed by Ivana Lomovd and shows a view of the

Figure 5

hunting lodge from a nearby hill (Fig. 5). It was
printed in a miniature sheet of 8, arranged in two

separate groups of 4 stamps. The chateau was owned by Count Czernin and situated in
Stahlavy, south east of Plsefi. This hunting lodge was used to accommodate his guests

CESKA REPUBLIKA

£202 VAI1S

Figure 7

of the return of spring, seen through age-old folk traditions such as the Czech making of |

willow braided whips.

and their retinue during hunts in the surrounding forests.
The building’s design is a huge rectangle enclosing a
courtyard and it was completed in 1790. Nowadays the
estate is open to the public and used as a starting point for
hiking. The FDC cachet is from a watercolor sketch showing
the entrance to the courtyard (Fig. 6) and the cancellation

value stamp to commemorate the centenary of the |
birth of Zdenék Podskalsky [Pofis 1189]. The stamp, |
designed by Michal Novdk, shows a facial portrait of |
the film director (Fig. 3) and was produced in sheets of f

which were usually of a comedic, farcical nature. His [ .
most viewed movie was the 1973 Noc na Karlstejne |,
(One Night in Karlstejn), a musical dramedy featuring | 4

| CESKA REPUBLIKA

ZDENEK PODSKALSKY
1923-1993

the Emperor Charles IV and Queen Elitka. Thecachet . ¢

Figure 3

1 apartment (Fig. 4) and the cancellation contains a facsimile of his signature.

an “E” value (39 Kcs)

FDC

Figure 6

is the head of a goat (Kozel is goat in Czech and is the symbol used for everything

connected with this chateau).

4. On February 15, 2020 the Ministry issued a “B” value |
definitive stamp to celebrate Easter [Pofis 1191]. The stamp

shows a chick hatching from their egg and cleverly |

decorating it in a seasonal way (Fig. 7). The stamp was
designed by Jifi Sliva and printed in sheets of 40. Easter is
now both a major Christian holiday, as well as a celebration

5. On March 15, 2023 the Ministry issued a 27 K¢s stamp in the series Personalities:

Jan Jansky [Pofis 1192]. The stamp has a portrait of Jansky with a background of the |

lettering A, B, O, and AB (Fig. 8). It was designed by Lenka Vojtovd and printed in sheets
of 50. The stamp celebrates the 150" anniversary of Jansky’s birth. He was a noted
neurologist, serologist and psychiatrist whose research was into a connection between

CESKA REI’UBLIKA
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Figure 8




20 THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST - SPRING 2023

FDC

blood clotting and mental illness. Although he found
that there was no such relationship, in 1907 he did
discover that human blood can be classified into four
different groups, A, B, O and the rare AB. Later after
serving as a doctor during World War | this led him to
be a major supporter of voluntary blood donations. The
FDC cachet shows a coagulation of blood cells (Fig. 9)
and the cancellation is lettering for the four blood

CESKA REPUBLIKA
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Figure 9 6. On March 15, 2023 the Ministry issued a 34 K&s Bessssssssssssssssasasasas
commemorative stamp in the series Works of Art on Postage Stamps: Frantisek Drtikol Figure 10

[Pofis 1193]. The stamp shows the 1931 photograph Duse (Ochrana BoZi) Soul (Protection
of God) (Fig. 10) which is in the Museum of Decorative Arts (UPM) in Prague. Graphic
design was by Milan Jaros and it was printed in a miniature sheet of 4 with a blank central
coupon. Drtikol was a noted portrait photographer, who later concentrated on work with
a style of Symbolism and Art Nouveau. After 1935 he gave up photography and became
a painter of philosophical and religious themes. The
UPM contains more than 5000 examples of his work.
The FDC cachet shows a nude standing in a shaded
room (Fig. 11) and the cancellation is a contemporary
version of the artist’s initials.

7. On March 15, 2023 the Ministry issued an “A”

1 Hrad Cesky Sternberk

value (30 Kds)
stamp in the series
Figure 12 Beauties of Our
Country: Cesky Sternberk Castle [Pofis 1194]. The
stamp shows the castle from the other side of the
River Sazova (Fig. 12)
and was designed by
Jan Kavan, with
additional line drawing
by Milo$ Ondracek. It
was produced by
recess printing with a
flat plate combined
with multicolor offset
and printed in a miniature sheet of 8 stamps arranged
in two separate groups of 4. The castle is about 35
miles (56 Km) south east of Prague and was built by
Zdeslav DiviSovic in the 13™ century. They eventually
took their name from the castle (Star Mountain).
Remarkably, other from a few gaps, the castle is still
in the possession of the Sternberk family, having
regained it after 1992. The castle was enlarged and
modernized during the 15%™ century in the Gothic
style, with interior modernization carried out in the
1760s. After 1992 the castle was restored and
refurnished by Zdenék Sternberk who died in 2021,
the castle now being occupied by his son Filip, who

Figure 13

Figure 11
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is the 21°t generation of the Sternberk family to live there. The FDC cachet is a motif of stucco to be found in the
Yellow Salon (Fig. 13) and the cancellation is a stucco cartouche from the Knight’s Hall.

8. On March 15, 2023 the Ministry issued a “B” value stamp to celebrate the recreational pastime of Cycling
[Pofis 1195]. The stamp and sheet were designed by Jifi Sliva and has 7 stamps showing a bicycle that has hearts
instead of wheels (Fig. 14). Eight coupons narrate a story of a trip to a vineyard going from top left to bottom right.
The first coupon is a full glass of wine which is gradually drunk, causing the bicycle to slow down and eventually
come to a complete standstill. Six other connected coupons show the couple face to face on intertwined bicycles
(with the back wheel of one bike protruding into the margin of the sheet). These six coupons can be used for
additional private printing.

9. On April 5, 2023 the Ministry issued a miniature sheet to celebrate Giovanni
Santini and His Buildings [Pofis 1196-1198, A1196]. The sheet was designed by Karel
Zeman and contains a single copy of three different value stamps and a birds-eye plan
of Rychnov nad Knéznou Chateau (Fig. 15). Giovanni Santini (also known as Jan Santini

Figure 16

Aichel) was a Czech architect of Italian heritage. His major works were designed using
a unique combination of the Baroque and Gothic styles. The 27 Kés stamp shows the
Chapel of St. Anne at Panenské BfeZany, which was completed in 1707, situated
immediately adjacent to a Benedictine monastery, which was demolished in 1830. The
FDC cachet, engraved by Milo§ Ondracek, shows a second floor interior of the chapel
(Fig. 16) and the cancellation shows the chapel’s triangular floor plan which is shown
in more detail to the left of the stamp on the sheet. The 31 K&s stamp shows the Church FDC
of the Holy Trinity at Rychnov nad KnéZnou chateau. The chateau was originally built
in 1676 for the Kolowrat family, who expanded and redesigned it in the early 18"
century under the direction of Santini. This included construction of this church which is adjacent to the chateau.
The church is recognized for housing a 15432 lbs. (7000 kg) bell known as Krystof. The FDC cachet shows a detail
of the church’s facade (Fig. 17) and the cancellation shows the floor plan of the church. The 37 K¢s stamp shows
the Pilgrimage Church of St. John of Nepomuk at Zdar nad Sazavou. This was Santini’s final completed work,
finished in 1722 and has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1994. The church is constructed on a five-pointed
star plan, as Nepomuk is associated with a halo containing five stars. The FDC cachet shows details of the interior
stonework of the church (Fig. 18) and the cancellation is a simplified plan of the church containing five stars.

Figure 18
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B AVAILABLE PUBLICATIONS

**CONTACT THE BOOK STORE BEFORE ORDERING AS SOME PUBLICATIONS MIGHT BE SOLD OUT.***

Prices are postpaid in USA

(E=English, Cz=Czech, SI=Slovak, G=German, H=Hungarian)

BOUND CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST SALE ISTREPUBLIC
A few copies of recent bound Specialists have become availableon afirst | | [(NEW) MONOGRAPH 33- Czechoslovak Letter Mail
come, first served basis. They are $5 a copy plus media mail postage. 1918-1939: Single and Multiple Stamp Frankings (E) - by
4 copies of the 2013-14 volume are available 0. Tovacovsky, J. Kypast, V. Schodelbauer, M. Wilson
7 copies of the 2003-10 volume are available This Monograph describes all the stamps issued during the
First Republic, including Austrian and Hungarian forerun-
CATALOGS ners, and tabulates the relative scarcity of their correct| $ 50
L usage in single and multiple frankings on postal cards
(NEW) 2021 POFIS PROTEKTORAT CECHY A letters and printed matter to local, domestic and foreign
MORAVA 1939-1945. 211 pages in full color covering all $30 destinations. It is richly illustrated with examples of both
stamp issues, perfins, cancellations, covers, post cards, mundane and exotic usages from all six tariff periods. 173
registration labels, etc. (Cz). - FrantiSek Benes. pages in full color.
(NEW) MONOGRAPH 32- THE DOVE ISSUE(E)- by
(NEW) CZECH REPUBLIC 1993-2019 (Cz) - Pofis, 318 J.Kagpar, Moravec, M. Ka3par, Wilson. A handbook for
pages in full color. Spgcializgq information on all issues{ $ 25 collectors of stamps and covers. Everything you would| § 36
Updated from the previous edition. want to know about this issue, and more. 101 pages in full
color.
2014 CESKOSLOVENSKO 1918-1939, Vol. | (Cz) and (NEW) MONOGRAPH 31 - THE HRADCANY, A TECHNICAL
2014 CESKOSLOVENSKO 1918-1939, Vol. Il (C2) HISTORY (E) - by Johan Sevenhuijsen and Mark Wilson. A
Merkur Revue, by Klim, Stolfa, and Filipek. Volumes sold monograph in two parts. 264 pages in full color. Part one is a| $ 55
together as a set (§55) or separately ($30). Vol | covers all historical and philatelic study covering technical issues, while
Herggny, toverprinteq t_Hradéany, andI their coversE $$ !’;&'{)’I part two is an appendix.
includin es, varieties, errors, plus concurren
Austriang/]Hunygparian stamp usage. Vol Il cgvers all issues of B I_N e
Legionaire, Posta Ceskoslovenska 1919, Masaryk 1920 (Cz, E)-by Jaroslav J. Vemer. 80 page black/white and color
Pigeon, Chainbreaker, Hussite, Agriculture & Science English/Czech publication is the first on the subject and is
Masaryk 1925, and Postage Due published by the Society. It includes political/historic content| $ 12
development of units and their postal arrangements
(NEW) 2019 CESKOSLOVENSKO 1918-1939, Vol. I illustrations of cancels, and point valuation system (reviewed
s mIIos, YO in Jan/Feb 2003 Specialist).
Cz)- Merkur Revue, by Klim, Stolfa, and Filipek. This . .
|('1ev3 volume covers al¥ stamp issues not covered in $36 MONOGRAPH 3- THE POSTA CESKOSLOVENS.KO
volumes | and Il including types, varieties, and errors for OVER-PRINTS (E)- by Roy Dehn. 55 pages of a detailed $22
Plebiscite 1920, Scouts, postage due, express, and and well-illustrated StUdy of the 1919 overprints (1985
newspaper stamps of the First Republic. reprinted 2015).
MONOGRAPH 20- THE EARLY POSTAL HISTORY OF
MONOGRAFIE 7- CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION IN CARPATHO-UKRAINE (E)- by Otto Hornung. 34 pages in $33
RUSSIA 1914-1920 (Cz)- Jaroslav Verner, Jifi Majer. A color. Has particular reference to the usage of the first
full color, highly illustrated 344 page hard bound volume| $ 35 postage stamps of Austria.
covering all aspects of the mails of the Czechoslovak
Legion in Russia and Siberia during and following WWI. MONOGRAPH 22- POSTMARKS OF THE SO 1920
PLEBISCITE (E)- by Oldfich TovaCovsky el al. 66 pages
in color. Four articles on various aspects of the postmarks
SPECIALIZED CATA_";,OG .OF 1944-1945 CARPATHQ‘ used by Czechoslovakia in 1920 in the plebiscite area of $30
UKRAINE (Cz2)- by Jifi Majer. Hardbound, 160 pages in| $26 Eastern Silesia, together with the smaller areas of Tesin
color, with values listed based on actual market prices. Orava and Spis.
(NEW) 2019 SLOVENSKO 1939-1945 (SI) - Filatelia MONOGRAPH 29- WAR HOSPITALS IN BRUNN
Numizmatika Album, by Bohumil Synek. 124 pages, color DURING THE GREAT WAR (E)- by Hans van Dooremalen
softback bound. This is by far the very best specialized| ¢ g 141 soft-bound A4 pages, with color llustrations. Provides $ 40
catalog on the WW Il stamps of Slovakia. NO post war insight into the mail from, cachets, and organization of the
stamps. This is an updated and extended version of the war hospitals which were located in the Moravian city of
original 2015 catalog. Brlinn (Brno).
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WORLD WARII GENERAL REFERENCE
MONOGRAPH ON THE POSTAL STATIONERY IN SLOA (NEW). GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS. (CZ, S,
VAKIA 1939-1945. (S). by Foldes and Havlicek. 352 pages E) - 4t Edition. Translates Czech/Slovak terms into English $25
in full color. Detailed information on all postal cards and 55 and back. Essential for those who are not native speakers.
stationery issues during the period of the Slovak State. This 181 pages.
is the first time that anything of this nature has been pub- CZECH GRAPHICS UNION- TYPOGRAPHIC PLATE
lished. PRODUCTION TECHNOLOGY/PRACTICES AS
MONOGRAPH 16- THE CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION IN REVEALED BY THE FIRST REPUBLIC STAMPS (E)- by| § 7
POLAND AND RUSSIA, and CZECHOSLOVAKS IN THE Mark Wilson. How the first stamps were produced, very
MIDDLE EAST 1940-1943 (E)- by Dr. Vratislav Palkoska $24 11 |thoroughly illustrated. A must.
and Otto Hornung RDP. THE PHILATELY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA FOR BEGIN
NERS (E)- by Phil F $10
MONOGRAPH 19- BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA (E)- by (E)- by Phil Freer
John Hammonds and Rex Dixon. 81 pages, some in color MONOGRAFIE 25, (Vol I) (Cz)- 90 years of the Czech Postal $35
All postal rates for the era, all German Military mail. Best| $ 36 Museum.
Protectorate Monograph to date (reviewed Winter 2010) MONOGRAPH 7, INDEX TO ARTICLES ON CZECHOSLO-
Updated in 2019 with new information and photos. VAK PHILATELY 1950-1979 (E)- by James Negus. $4
MONOGRAPH 25- COMPENDIUM OF 1944-1945 MONOGRAPH 21. CARPATHO UKRAINE, POSTAL HIS-
LIBERATION OVERPRINTS (E)- by Karel Holoubek ORY AND STAMPS 1786-2000 (E), by J. Verleg. 218 pages | ¢ 55
translated by Robert J. Hill. 322 pages in biw. Includes CD of in color. Comprehensive, extremely detailed study of this
the pook in color. Shqws overpr!nts qf tovyns that were aboutto| $ 50 territory, including list of post offices and postmarks.
?r?e\/lilg\?vféegalzligg%\)ﬂ.mh extensive historical data about them MONOGRAPH 28-RAILWAY MAIL IN SLOVAKIA AND
RUTHENIA (E)- by Dr. Anthony M. Goodbody, FRPSL. 38+
MONOGRAPH 26- FREE CZECHOSLOVAK FORCES IN A4 pages in color. Provides a detailed and fully illustrated
FRANCE 1939-1940 (E)- by Richard Beith. 72 pagesinfull| $28 | fsurvey of the Travelling Post Offices and Conductor Posts in
color. A historical and philatelic study. Slovak and Ruthenian territory from their inception in 1867 to| $ 20
MONOGRAPH 27- CZECHOSLOVAK INDEPENDENT modern times. The appendix includes 12 tables giving full
ARMOURED BRIGADE IN FRANCE & THEIR RETURN lists of TPOs and Conductor Posts arranged by period and
HOME, 1944-1945 (E)- by Richard Beith. 54 pages in full| $25 lists of all ra@lway terminals and junctions in the area giving
color. A historical and philatelic study intended as a com{ both Hungarian and Slovak names.
panion to Monograph 26. SPECIALIST
MONOGRAPH 30- CZECHOSLOVAK FORCES IN THE DVD containing 20th Century issues of the SPECIALIST
UNITED KINGDOM FROM 1940 (E)- by Richard Beith. 160 $32 (1939-1999), along with index for them. Lower price is for
pages in full color. A historic and philatelic study intended as members in USA. Members from outside USA please add| $ 10
a companion to Monographs 26 and 27. $1 for additional postage. Higher price is for non-members| $ 20
THE THREE PREVIOUSLY LISTED ITEMS, MONOGRAPHS 26, 27, 30 | | |In USA. Non-members from outside USA please add $1 for
ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AS A SET FOR $80.00, POSTAGE PAID. additional postage.
PERFINS COMPLETE 20TH CENTURY SUBJECT INDEX, 19394
(NEW) Monografie 24 - Catalog of Perfins from the ;32?6(36;':29" of articles published in the SPECIALIST| $9
Lands of Czechoslovakia (CZ) - A thorough introduction :
explaining the circumstances, origin and use of perfins on CZECH POST POSTAL CARD commemorating the 60th
Czech lands. The Table of Contents and Section 7 that| $35 || [Anniversary of the Society on May 31, 1999 (see Jul/Aug 99/ $ 1.50
describes how to “read” the catalog entries are presented pages 1-3, Sep/Oct 1999, page 38)
in English so that it can be used even if not a Czech
language reader.
2017 AUSTRIAN PERFINS (G) - POFIS. This catalog Please check by email to verify Society for
includes all information that a Perfin collector needs - an books are available before ordering. C;ﬁf;hﬁ"’lVak
illustration of the hole pattern with catalog number, name of . . Fhiiately inc.
the user, the industry, period of usage, etc. Where possible| $ 34 p|633(%m price Attention: James Buckner
there are companion lists for other third-party catalogs lus full postage. 322 Woodhaven Drive
: f P postag Athens, GA 30606
(Fejtek/Maxa [Cz] for example). Introduction in Czech . b
German, and English. P M Email:
(FREE) 2015 CATALOG OF PERFINS ON HRADCANY for%f;‘fa%%”rzfé! wellseats@hotmail.com
STAMPS - (CZ,SL) - SCF/ZSF, by Marencik and Sprenar
80 pges. Info on all the perfins that can be found on
Hradcany stamps, plus valuations. NOW AVAILABLE AS| FREE FREE SCP Commemorative

A PDF FILE VIA EMAIL, FREE OF CHARGE. Please email
Book Sales Manager James  Bucknew at

wellseats@hotmail.com.

over $25.00

Postal Card With Order
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