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Specialist

Here is your second opportunity to experience
what the new Czechoslovak Specialist looks like.
Please make sure to let our editor, Keith Hart, know
what you think of it, or if you have some
suggestions to make it even better. Keith has been
the editor for over 3 years now and has made some
significant changes — all to the good in my
estimation — since he took over from me.

We realize that the change in size of the
Specialist will possibly create problems for those of
you (like me) who keep their Specialist on hand for
follow-up research. But we believe that the benefits
of the revised size makes it worth it.

By the way, those of you who have the
Interactive Index CD 1939-2009 (absolutely
essential for research) will be happy to hear that
our Board Member Alan Hanzl has taken the time
and effort to create an index listing for the 2010-
2020 Specialist articles, in alphabetical order, based
on subject areas to provide a more recent follow-on
for research purposes. While it does not
automatically bring up the article like the initial
index does (you will have to look up the article in
the issues you have kept), it does provide a means
to investigate what has been written in the
Specialist on various subjects over that current
period of 11 years since the original index was
produced.

You can access that index by going to the SCP
website www.csphilately.org, select “Publications”
on the black control bar, then “Publications for
Free” on the drop down menu, then “Past issues of
SCP’s journal The Specialist, and finally “Specialist
index 2010-2020". If you have not kept your past
Specialists or never had the one you need, simply
contact Marisa Galitz at mmgalitz@gmail.com and
ask for a pdf of the one that you need.

Hopefully you received this issue of the
Specialist in a more timely manner than the Winter
2021 issue. That issue got tied up in the postal
system’s second class mailing grinder and took
more than a month to be delivered from the date
that we sent it. Itis the biggest drawback to using
the second class mailing system, but the cost
advantage is too great to ignore - $0.42 versus
about $1.80 per item (if sent first class). Most of
the time the issues are delivered in about a week
or so, but not with this Winter 2021 issue.

BALPEX

There is no sense in my repeating what Keith
has already passed on to you in his announcement
found elsewhere in this issue on BALPEX — except
please come and see us and the many exhibits that
we hope to have to entertain you.
CcoviD

You are being bombarded with information
about this subject all of the time, and it changes
every time you turn around. But the one thing
that | would like to emphasize — being fully
vaccinated will go a long way to make sure that
you are prepared to enjoy attendance at BALPEX
and other stamp shows.

Election of Society Officers

Since we have a “new” Board following the
election earlier this year, per our By-Laws, we need
to have an election of Society officers at our next
convention, which will be at BALPEX. That election
is conducted within the Board.

Because of personal reasons, | will not be
seeking re-election as President. Another Board
member will have to step forward to seek that
position.

Ludvik Z. Svoboda
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THE MATRIX CONUNDRUM
by Mark Wilson

Insofar as typographic printing plate production is concerned, we are convinced that one aspect of
the traditional literature is correct: electroplating was used to fabricate typographic plates. We will not
describe the details of the electroplating process in this article save to take note of the fact that
electroplating required a negative mold, meaning its relief aspects were reversed when compared to the
plate it was to produce. In the traditional literature this mold was made of metal and called a matrix; the
manufacturing process ltse/f was termed matrlx—based typographlc plate production

Fig. 1: Section of the 20 Haler Type Il, Plate 54, showing constant components.

Most matrix-produced plates have a set of four common features: stress bars, a serial number, a
two-digit date, and a replica of a 100 cliché etched plate (Fig. 1). To simplify discussion and avoid repeating
replica of a 100 cliché plate, | would like to introduce a term used to describe that object in the Czech
literature: patrice. The word means die or punch according to my Czech technical dictionary, but the
word die carries with it the context of a single cliché and punch is too vague a term, so | shall adopt the
term patrice to represent the 100 cliché plate used in the production of a mold.

All of the available Czech philatelic sources imply a negative mold made of metal was used directly
to produce electroplated copies to be employed as new printing plates. The same sources also admit
there is no evidence as to how these molds were created or even how they were used; all is conjecture.
In the past, | had accepted that line of thought as it appeared plausible. | now believe this aspect of the
traditional literature concerning typographic plates is incorrect.

Johan Sevenhuijsen recently reviewed a number of sources that offered no support for the negative
metal mold theory. Instead, his sources indicated printing houses commonly used negative wax molds
(or perhaps molds made from a similar pliable substance) to produce electroplated printing plates. For
detailed information, please refer to Johan’s article which is available online at
http://knihtisk.org/store/09-group/02/wax.pdf.

Johan and | had then a spirited back and forth discussion. Reliance upon wax molds presents a major
problem. Johan’s sources indicated that a negative wax mold could only be used to produce a single
plate. However, we know from our plating studies that many printing plates were taken from the same
mold-producing source. We know this because examination clearly demonstrates that every plate taken
from that source has its stress bars at precisely the same distance from its clichés. This consistency may
have contributed to a belief (because the stress bars would have been integral to a metal mold) that
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negative metal molds were used rather than negative wax molds. It is easy to envision a negative metal
mold composed of a patrice and stress bars. Obviously, such a device could be used repeatedly.

However, since a wax mold could only be used once, each wax mold had to be constructed anew.
Thus, while a negative wax mold could be used to electroplate one printing plate, it could not have stood
on its own. Wax molds require an additional step in the plate manufacturing process.

Johan suggested the following scenario. A patrice and its stress bars were firmly attached to a wooden
platform, forming a positive metal matrix. Whenever new plates were needed, wax molds could be taken
from this positive matrix and one new plate produced from each negative wax mold. If this is true, the
problem of the constant stress bar to cliché distance for wax molds is solved. We have, not as the
traditional literature suggests, a negative metal matrix/mold used directly for electroplating, but a positive
metal matrix one step removed from the electroplating process. It was used to repeatedly produce
negative wax molds from which additional electroplated copies could be taken.

We are left with another problem. Unlike the stress bars, the serial number and two-digit date
components change dramatically from plate to plate, not only in the information contained (the actual
number and date) but also in the very shape of the digits. This means that the serial number and two-digit
date information could not have been integral parts of a positive metal matrix.

Notice in particular that while the stress bars are clearly placed
adjacent to the plate, the serial number and date are positioned within
the area of the plate itself near where its tally numbers appear. Fig. |
2 shows that the tally numbers are part of a plate itself: thus the serial
number and date were superimposed upon the patrice rather than
being adjacent to it. If we are to accept as our model the use of a
positive metal matrix and negative wax molds for typographic plate
production, we must explain how the serial numbers and dates were
made to later appear ona prmtgd pane. _ ' Fig. 2: A plate’s tally numbers.

The mechanics of typographic plate production all but require that (This is not a patrice)

these latter two informational components be a part of the matrix.
This is because typographic — or relief — printing requires that all inked surfaces, the lands', be at exactly
the same height. Even a slight difference causes havoc. If these objects were below the level of the
patrice they would receive no ink. On the other hand, were they above it, the decimal line next to the
date in Fig. 1 would not receive ink (it obviously has as it is printed on the pane).

Thus, we must solve this set of four problems when dealing with the serial number and date. First,
they appear within the area of the plate itself. Second, they represent different objects for every
electroplated plate (they differ in information and appearance). Third, they must be located in the same
precise position on each patrice but may vary somewhat between different patrices. Finally, they must
be set at the same level as the surface of the patrice.

Johan suggested that the lands supporting the serial number were indeed part of the patrice but that
the information contained on the lands (the serial and date digits) were engraved on a new printing plate
after the electroplating process. This would answer the four conditions above. First, as part of the patrice,
they obviously would appear within the area of the plate itself. Second, engraving the information on a
completed electroplated printing plate allows for the required changes in content and appearance. In
addition, engraving the digits — placing them below the level of the lands — would produce white digits,
as is the case for the serial numbers and dates (Fig. 3). Third, as part of the patrice, the two lands would
remain in their required constant position relative to the clichés. Finally, if these two lands were etched
at the same time as the patrice they were part of, they would be at the same level as all the other lands
on the plate.




THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST - SPRING 2021

We are now left with only one question to answer. How did these lands which were not present on
etched plates be made to appear on a patrice? There are two possibilities. Perhaps before transferring
the image from a glass negative to a plate being prepared as a patrice, the printer removed emulsion
from the negative in the appropriate places — to the left of the first tally number and to the right of the
last tally number (see Fig. 3). This would create the required lands during the course of the patrice’s
normal etching.

IMmil e  ANERRITTENVRAUTANG
san
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Fig. 3: Positioning of the serial numbers and dates.

For the first matrix the serial number and date are slightly offset from the cliché’s sides, but for the second and third matrices

only the date is offset. The latter two matrices used the same patrice. As the lands for the serial number and date were part

of the patrice, that similarity naturally followed.

However, the fact that the lands are in different places for the first and second matrix in Fig. 3 means
that the negative could not have been altered. It is unreasonable to believe the printer replaced the
emulsion removed for the first patrice then removed it again — slightly differently — for the second patrice.
Rather, it is far more likely that before the patrice was etched the printer coated the required places on
the plate with the same etch-resistant substance that protected its other lands from being etched away.

So, instead of a negative metal matrix being used to produce the electroplated typographic printing
plates, the printer employed a far more common technique. First, the image on the original glass negative
was transferred to a metal plate intended for use as a patrice. Next, the printer coated two small areas
with an etch-resistant substance: one to the left of the first tally number and one to the right of the last
tally number. The patrice was then etched and, accompanied by its stress bars, mounted to a wooden
platform. Negative wax molds were repeatedly taken from the positive metal matrix, electroplated, and
then the new lands introduced by the patrice were engraved with an identifying serial number and
two-digit date.

REFERENCE:
1. Lands are the raised features on a typographic plate that receive the ink (Fig. 4)
Ink transferred
Land with from a land to
ink the paper

v
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Fig. 4: Schematic of Lands on a typographic printing plate.

[Ed. note: The Specialist is pleased to publish this article. A similar version was originally published in Czechout's June 2021
issue.]
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BALPEX 2021

The good news is that this
year’s stamp show circuit is well W”"
under way. By the time that \\\\\H'
BALPEX 2021 occurs hosts and W
dealers will be up to speed with
any new requirements that
allow these shows to be both
safe and successful.

This 83" annual stamp exhibition and bourse, organized by the Baltimore Philatelic Society, will take
place from September 3-5 at the Delta Hotels Baltimore Hunt Valley Inn, 245 Shawan Road, Hunt Valley,
Maryland 21031. This is situated close to exit 20 on I-23 (Shawan Road). Admission and parking are free.
Friday and Saturday hours are 10am-6pm, with Sunday from 10am-3pm.

Our Annual Board Meeting will take place from 1-4pm on September 2" in Salon A. Our Annual
Convention will be held on Saturday September 4*" from 1-3pm in Salon B. This will include a presentation
of “2018 Philatelic Commemorations of the 1918 Czechoslovak Scout Post” by Frederick Lawrence, Ph.D.,
FRPSL. Any additions or changes will be announced in our August Newsletter. A map showing the
floorplan of the show is available online.

A special group rate of $123 per night is available for Thursday — Sunday nights at the show hotel and
can be booked via the BALPEX 2021 website www.balpex.org. If booking hotel reservations by phone at
(410) 785-7000 please mention the Baltimore Philatelic Society in order to receive the reduced rate.
Bookings at this reduced rate can only be made before August 3" but are unlikely to be available by then.
If you are attending and plan on staying overnight we advise you to book as soon as possible.

Entry forms and prospectus for the World Series of Philately exhibits are also available online, with
a closing date of August 2", Please note that besides these competitively judged exhibits BALPEX also
allows exhibits in an Informal Exhibiting Class (Class E) and also a “One of My Favorites” Class (Class F).
For anybody who would like to exhibit but are a little tentative as to how to go about it, these two Classes
are “toe in the water” exhibiting and ideal for an initial tryout. Full details of the rules relating to these
two Classes can be found within the online prospectus documents.

Our Society will have four exhibits:

e James Buckner’s Philatelic Expressions of Grief: The Development and Use of Masaryk Mourning

Stamps, (3 frames).

e Alan Hanzl’s Slovakia’s First Republic (1939-1945) (10 frames).

* Frederick Lawrence’s 1918 Czechoslovak Scout Post (3 frames).

e Ludvik Svoboda’s Trials and Tribulations with Czechoslovakia’s Hrad¢any 1918-1920 (7 frames).

For anyone interested, there will be a guided tour of our exhibits immediately after our Convention
ends on Saturday afternoon.

The Society table will be very near the entrance to the show. As always it will be manned by
enthusiastic Society members, who look forward to meeting members and other show attendees, for
discussions about any Czech-Slovak philatelic subject matter you can imagine. We look forward to seeing
many of you there.

|||||||lIIIIIrlllrmmun||||u|||HIHIII+I||||I||\|”| u www.balpex.org

Baltimore Philatelic Society

FE———
||“|""I”“HHHI!IIItll||1u|u||+r||||u|||||rlli||T|i[||m||||”
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A PHILATELIC SOUVENIR OF THE 1918 CZECH SCOUT POST
by Frederick P. Lawrence, Ph.D., FRPSL

The 1918 Czechoslovak Scout Official Mail Delivery Service
(Scout Post) operated in support of the provisional Czechoslovak
National Committee of Liberation (National Council) government |
in Prague, unofficially from October 28, 1918 — the date of the
declaration of Czechoslovak independence — and officially from |
November 7, 1918, through November 25, 1918. It was reactivated A Rl 15
for one day on December 21, 1918 to support the arrival of § {
President Toma$ Masaryk in Prague. Two stamps, a 10h blue and ————— ———
—a 20h red (Figure 1), were produced by the Figure 1. 10h and 20h Scout Post stamps

| Kolman printing firm in the Vinohrady district of Prague. It is estimated that 30,000
| of the 10h and 50,000 of the 20h were produced, in two printings: the first on heavy
paper with hand-applied yellow gum, often unevenly applied, and the second on
thinner paper with machine-applied white gum. The stamps were relief-printed on
| pre-gummed paper, and the edges were die-cut out (“died out”), approximating a
12% perforation, simultaneously. Only one die was produced for each value. The
10h stamp was used to account for delivery by Scouts of postal cards, printed matter,
and unsealed envelopes; the 20h stamp for delivery of letters, telegrams,
— | newspapers, and parcels. This accounting was necessary because the Junak Cesky
Figure 2. Skaut (Czech Scout Association) was paid a lump sum from a special National Council

2%;;52/’;/’;'2’;&;[5" fund for the operation of the Scout Post.

October 28, 1928 (28.X.28) was the tenth
anniversary of the declaration of Czechoslovak independence. As
part of the national celebration, double circle commemorative |
cancels in red were used on that day in major cities, including L=
Prague, Brno, Bratislava, KoSice, Opava, Pardubice, and Uzhorod.
The book Ceskoslovenskd PFileZitostnd a Propagacni Razitka 1919- R
1969 lists these post offices in Prague: PRAHA 1 with letters a, b, c,

T e

Figure 3a.
and d in the cancels, PRAHA 10 with letters a and b, and PRAHA 25 28.X.28 pR/(‘C,I_;Ze1 raed cancels

with letter a'. Figure 2 shows a 28.X.28 PRAHA 1 red cancel with with letter ¢ on Scout Post stamps
letter c. An enterprising stamp collector presented a set of the two
Scout Post stamps for par compliance commemorative cancels at
the PRAHA 1 post office, and received strikes of the cancel with letter
c (Figure 3a), thereby creating a philatelic souvenir of the Scout Post. p

The stamps are mint with original hand-applied yellow gum from
the first printing (Figure 3b). Although examples of the tenth
anniversary red commemorative cancels on stamps, covers, and
postal stationery are frequently offered at reasonable prices on the Eeeaaa s :
online auction websites, cancels on the Scout Post stamps are quite ~ Figure 3b. Scout Post stamps (back)
unusual.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 3
1 wish to thank Ludvik Z. Svoboda for assistance with the book Ceskoslovenska Prilezitostna a Propagacni Razitka 1919-1969.

SOURCES:
1. Nebesky, Vaclav: Ceskoslovenské Prilezitostné a Propagacni Razitka 1919-1969 [Commemorative and Propaganda (Promotional) Cancels
1919-1969]. Series of six booklets published by the SVAZ (through MERKURFILA, Brno) in 1971/1972.
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PHILATELIC NEWS AND VIEWS

From Keith Hart

1. A special thank you to Vera Devlin for her
support of the sales circuit and newsletter. Also
many thanks to our Anonymous Donor for
supporting the cost of printing the Czechoslovak
Specialist in color. Please note that although
donations to SCP are not tax deductible they are
most appreciated to help us maintain and expand
our activities.

2. It is with the deepest regret that | have to
inform you of the death of Karel Fischer (member
#1099). The Society extends its sincerest
sympathies to his family. Karel was known for his
single collecting specialty, the 1945 KosSice issue.
Karel possessed some extremely rare examples of
this issue. The KoSice souvenir sheet was issued on
March 26, 1945 and on the occasion of the first
anniversary of this in 1946 President Benes signed
eight of these sheets. Karel owned the only known
one of these eight sheets. His collection also
included the only known First Day Cover for this
issue with all three examples of the stamp showing
the head of a Red Army soldier and the
Czechoslovak coat of arms (Pofis 354-356, Scott
307-309).

3. It was obviously an unwittingly grave mistake
by me in mentioning in the Notes From Your Editor
section in the Winter 2021 issue about the Czech
Republic’s delay in issuing the stamp for Kaja
Saudek. Within weeks it had once again vanished
from the list of this year’s issues, to be replaced by
an issue celebrating Dante Alighieri. As my mother
would have said, “You really put the kibosh on that
stamp issue by talking about it.” | will mention it no
more and sincerely hope that sometime in the
future you will find it in the New Issues section.

4. The Great American Stamp Show, partially
hosted by the American Philatelic Society, will be
the largest show in America this year. It will take
place from August 12-15, 2021 at the Donald E.
Stephens Convention Center, 5555 N. River Rd.,
Rosemont, IL 60018. Admission is free with
opening hours of 10am-6pm Thursday-Saturday
and 10am-4pm on Sunday. The two show hotels

connect by skybridge with the Convention Center.
The Embassy Suites O’Hare/Rosemont has rooms
at $155/night (+14% room tax). The Doubletree
O’Hare/Rosemont has rooms at $135/night (+14%
room tax). Parking at both hotels costs $29/day
with in and out privileges. A link to make
reservations online is www.stamps.org/great-
american-stamp-show/travel. Both hotels offer a
complimentary shuttle to the airport which is only
a few minutes away. At present nearly 50 societies
and almost 70 dealers will attend the show. As
this show is only three weeks before our own
convention in Baltimore, we will not have an
official presence. AS WE ARE READYING THIS
ISSUE FOR PUBLICATION, WE HEAR THAT BOTH
HOTELS HAVE NO MORE ROOMS AT THE
REDUCED SHOW RATE.

5. Exciting news in that POFIS has just
announced that in 2022 they will publish updated
catalogs for the three periods of 1918-1939,
1945-1992, and 1993-2021. They have asked for
suggestions from readers as to how they could
improve these essential guides to the stamps we
collect. They would also like to hear of any
mistakes or oversights in the current volumes.
They will recognize the authors of new ideas in the
revised issues. Send your suggestions to POFIS,
Klimentska 6, 110 00 Praha 1, Czech Republic, or
e-mail them to stamps@stamps.cz

6. One of the Slovak stamps mentioned in the
New Issues section of this Specialist is for Ladislav
Grosman, writer of the novella The Shop on Main
Street, turned in an Oscar winning film in 1965.
This black and white movie captures the tragedy
of the Aryanization period in Slovakia during World
War Il. It can be currently seen on Amazon Prime
Video. Search for it by name as it will never turn
up in their suggested lists.

From Mark Wilson

7. Over the past several months a steadily
growing group of collectors have formed a new
online study group. Our interest is The
Typographic Stamps of the First Republic. We
have now had two Zoom meetings and several
presentations of new information about these
particular stamps. The group consists of
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experienced philatelists eager to share their
knowledge, as well as several newcomers to this
aspect of our hobby, so all interested parties are
welcome to join in. We meet about every three
months and have members in the US, Canada, the
UK, the Netherlands, Germany, and the Czech
Republic. We do our best to find a meeting date
and time to accommodate such a dispersed group.
For the moment we have been meeting at 8am
Pacific Time (11am Eastern Time) on a Saturday,
which puts the members in Europe in a comfortable
afternoon meeting.

Copies of each meeting’s presentations —as well
as a video recording of the presentations — is
available at https://knihtisk.org/09-group.htm. In
addition, some tutorials useful in the study of the
typographic stamps are also posted on the same
page. Please take a look.

Readers interested in joining in to participate, or
simply listen, may contact Mark Wilson
(mark@knihtisk.org) to be put on the mailing list.
People on the mailing list get an invitation to
attend the Zoom meetings once each one is
scheduled.

oSO SIS SIS

SCOUT POST FORGERY DISCOVERED
by Keith Hart

This article is based on an announcement by FrantiSek Bene$ and Marek Vrba on the back cover of
Filatelie magazine issue March 2021.

The cover shown on this issue’s cover was sold at a 2020 auction for a “really high price”, from a
German auction house, probably to a Czech buyer. On receipt of the cover they took it to SCF in Prague
asking for it to be authenticated. When it was sold a supposed letter of authentication, dating from 1983,
from Zbigniew Mikulski in St. Gallen, Switzerland was attached to the auction lot. It should be noted that
at this time, neither the auction house, seller, or buyer have been identified.

It quickly became apparent that the cover was a partial forgery as there were several inconsistencies
with other known authenticated covers. However, it was perhaps surprising to find that the experts
consider the two stamps to be genuine. In fact FrantiSek Benes$ considered the 10h blue to have “a really
light blue tint.”

Other than the use of genuine stamps, virtually everything else about the cover is a forgery. The
envelope used is not consistent with those used in that time period. The typewriter’s font was also
considered to be from a later period. The mailroom cancel may well be a period official cancel used in
an office, but this cancel has never been documented as being used for the Scout mail. The handwritten
notes were also thought to be from a much later period. Of course while the stamps used were genuine,
as the handwritten data covers the corner of the stamps, they must be considered partial forgeries
themselves.

The writer’s note that Mr. Mikulski was extremely diligent and responsible as an expert and conclude
that this was an exception to his normal observations. It was also mentioned that while Mikulski was an
expert in the authentication of the stamps themselves, it is possible that his expertise in other fields of
cover authentication may have been limited. It was surprising to me that the authors did not comment
on Mikulski’s letter itself. Might this be a forgery as well?

One imagines that the buyer has been reimbursed by the auction house by now. However, because
of the possibility of the seller trying to peddle the cover again, Benes and Vrba thought that it was
important to bring this to the attention of collectors and auction houses immediately. There is also the
possibility that the stamps will be removed from the cover in an attempt to sell them separately, despite
the fact they have been totally devalued by the actions of the forger.

Finally, as a tease for a future article, FrantiSek Bene$ notes that when examining the cover, they
found previously unpublished and interesting facts about the printing of the stamps. We await that article
with bated breath.



THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST - SPRING 2021 11

HOW | BECAME A COLLECTOR -

MY LIFE WITH CENTRAL EUROPE AND STAMPS
by Patrick Moore

Although | do not have ancestral roots in Central Europe, |
grew up in a Detroit neighborhood among many families whose
parents or grandparents came from what became Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Yugoslavia, Hungary, or the Soviet Union. Visits to
neighbors’ homes, where | saw fascinating folk art from those countries and first encountered framed
pictures of revered statesmen like President Tomas G. Masaryk or Marshal Jézef Pitsudski, whetted my
appetite to learn more about those countries and peoples.

Eventually, | majored in Eastern European history at the University of Michigan and studied history
at the University of Sarajevo during 1973-74 on a grant from the US Fulbright Program and the Yugoslav
government. Then came graduate studies and an MA in history at Indiana University, where |
concentrated on the political history of 19t century Croatia and national conflicts within Austria-Hungary
as a whole.

While in Yugoslavia and during my travels to neighboring countries, | developed a passion for the
contemporary affairs of the region. In 1977, | jumped at the chance to work for Radio Free Europe (RFE)
in Munich, the US congressionally funded broadcaster to Eastern Europe. RFE acts as a surrogate national
public broadcaster for countries that do not have free media of their own, as was the case with
Czechoslovakia in those days. | served from 1977-2008 as Senior Political Analyst for the Balkans in the
RFE Research Department.

After the collapse of communism in 1989-91, RFE accepted an invitation from President Vaclav Havel
of the newly formed Czech Republic to move to Prague at the end of 1994. | had visited Czechoslovakia
during my student days but now | was thrilled by the chance to live and work there. This was a fascinating
time, during which the old system had collapsed but not quite disappeared, and the new one had not
really taken root. | generally spent one-week vacations in different corners of the country, getting to
know the country, people and language. | lived and worked in Prague until my retirement in 2008 to
historic Bonn in the beautiful Rhineland. But to this day | often spend vacations in Maridnské Lazné, not
to take the waters but to continue my studies of the area as a microcosm of modern Central European
and Czech history. The individual hotels often have fascinating histories. One hotel, for example, was
favored by the Soviet military and later by President Havel. Another building in a quiet, leafy setting was
once the busy focal point of the local Nazis and their visitors from Germany. Yet a third was the exclusive
preserve of the top leadership of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia.

And stamps? My father first introduced me to US and UN stamps in 1960, when | was nine years old.
| never lost my interest in the hobby and have collected continuously since then. My first interest
intellectually and philatelically was in Egypt and its ancient civilization, and | also sought to “travel the
world” through the stamps of the British Empire. Both of those interests remain with me down to today.

My neighbors in Detroit gladly shared with me stamps received on their mail from relatives in Poland,
the USSR, Hungary, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia. The quality of the Czechoslovak engravings had
already caught my attention as a teenager. | expanded my collections of those countries through ads in
“Linn’s”, visits to local stamp stores, and at meetings of a Detroit stamp club. In my travels during my
student year in Yugoslavia, | experienced the excitement of buying stamps in those countries themselves.
While working in Munich and Prague | had direct contact to Central European dealers and auction houses.

My collecting interests have generally centered on philately as a mirror of history and contemporary
history. To that end, | wrote several articles starting in 1982 and ending about 20 years later entitled
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“Politics and Philately in Eastern Europe.” They were first published by RFE Research and later by the
“The American Philatelist.” | meanwhile deepened my interests through memberships in specialized
societies, including the SCP, the Society for Hungarian Philately, and Rossica. | still keep up with the new
issues from the Czech and Slovak Republics, Hungary, Croatia, Serbia, and Russia.
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Here is one of my favorite covers, which nicely combines my interests in stamps and communist-era politics.
It was sent by a Czech collector in Prague to a Soviet colleague at a poste restante address in Moscow. The
cover features Pofis catalog number 2586 on a FDC from April 12, 1983 (Fig. 1). Then, as later on, Czech official
FDCs could be used for a limited time after the date of issue for postage, and this one was actually sent to
Moscow on May 14, 1983, as can be seen from the cancellation on Pofis number 2577 on the same cover.

So far, so good. But what makes this cover fascinating is that the main stamp and FDC commemorate
the fifth anniversary of the first Soviet-Czechoslovak jointly manned space flight, in which Vladimir Remek
of Czechoslovakia and Aleksei Gubarev of the USSR took part in the Soyuz 28 mission. Both the stamp
and the cover are full of symbolism alluding to the official “friendship” between the two socialist countries.
But what was this friendship worth on the ground, namely when the collector in Prague sent a cover that
apparently contained stamps to a Soviet counterpart? The Soviet censors blocked it and returned it to
the sender with a label reading (in UPU French): “Returned. Forbidden. Postage stamps.” The back of
the cover shows a Moscow cancellation from July 2 (Fig. 2), indicating that the Soviet censors sat on the
cover for well over six weeks before rejecting it. It also includes a Prague receiving postmark from July
5, after which it presumably went back to the Czech collector. Friendship, indeed.

Captions: Figure 1: FDC
showing a 10 K¢ stamp
celebrating the fifth anniver-
sary of Czechoslovak-USSR
Intercosmos Space Program
[Pofis 2586, Scott 2455],

COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH THE CZECHOSLOVAK
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN

Check out our sister organization, the Czechoslovak Philatelic Society

: . ¢/ of Great Britain, at their website: www.cpsgb.org.uk, and through their
together with an added 2KC | ¢ GE=RIY new Membership Secretary, Hans van Dooremalen at cpsgb1@gmail.com
stamp issued earlier for the ’ : F
500th anniversary of birth of Their publication Czechout and our Specialist have little duplication in content. In
Martin Luther, from the addition, under a new agreement the two societies have arranged for payment of your
Celebrity Anniversary series | CPSGB dues to our SCP Treasurer without having to worry about foreign currency or
[Pofis 2577, Scotf 2446]. sending it to the UK. So why not have more fun, become a member of both societies!
Figure 2: Back of cover with | CPSGB dues are $10 for digital, $35 for printed copies by airmail or $28 for printed
a red Moscow cancellation copies by surface. Payment can be made via Paypal to sales@csphilately.org or by
and a black Prague check to:

cancellation. SCP, c/o Tom Cossaboom, PO Box 4124, Prescott, AZ 86302
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SLOVAK FIELD POST
DURING WORLD WAR Il

by Richard G. Palaschak

The cover shown in Figure 1 illustrates an
adaption of a Czechoslovak Field Post
cancellation device for use by the Slovak
military during World War Il.

Figure 2 compares the cancellation on the
cover (shown on the right) with a similar (not
exact) cancellation of a Czechoslovak Field Post
unit from the period after the Munich
Agreement was signed (shown on the left).
Note that the letter “C” at the bottom of the
Czechoslovak Field Post cancellation has been
removed in the Slovak Field Post cancellation,
leaving the letters “S.P.” (i.e., Slovak Post). Note
also that the period after the letter “C” has
been inexplicably retained in the revised
cancellation'. Another change addressed the
difference in the spelling of Field Post in Slovak
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(Polna Posta) and the Czech spelling (Polni Posta). The letters “Ni” were removed from the Czechoslovak

Field Post cancellation but the bottom left vertical stroke in the letter “N” was retained as a period?.

In order to fully understand this cover an accounting of Slovak military units in this time period is

Figure 2

Barbarossa (22 June 1941).

necessary. This short account of the Slovak militarys involvement
in early World War Il illustrates some of the difficulties in obtaining
that understanding. The Slovak Expeditionary Army Group of about
45,000 men entered the Soviet Union in support of German forces
shortly after Germany attacked the Soviets during Operation
Because of logistic shortcomings, a
Slovak Mobile Command was organized as a smaller, more mobile
unit. At the beginning of August 1941 the Slovak Mobile Command
was dissolved and two Slovak infantry divisions were formed. The

Security Division (Zaistovacia Divisia), formed from the original 2"
Division, was relegated to rear area security, but the Fast Division (Rychla Divisia), formed from the original
15t Division, was a front line unit that fought in the campaigns of 1941 and 1942 as a part of German Army

Group B.

Field Post 8 was utilized by numerous units of the Slovak military. This cover is from a member of
the Zula-2 rota (Figure 3), the code name for the 2" Company, 101t Infantry Regiment, which was part
of the Security Division. Where was Field Post 8 on 28 September 1941, the day that the cover was

mailed? The Field Post was located in |
Drogoby¢, Ukraine from August until
early September. It moved to
Tarnapol, Ukraine in September and
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stayed there until 15 September 1941,

Figure 3
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at which time it was moved to Starokonstantinov, Ukraine; this is where the Field Post was located when
the letter was posted.

Once again, an understanding of the details surrounding a cover required research into the general
history of Slovakia, in this case its military history, as well as its postal history.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
My sincere thanks are extended to Mr. Miroslav Bachraty for his considerable assistance in providing the detailed information on Field Post 8,
the units serviced by the Field Post, and the locations of the Field Post over time.

ENDNOTES:

1. Many cancellations were modified in this manner by Slovak Post Offices (i.e., the period after the C was retained).

2. Polna Posta 8 opened in 1939 during the Slovak Army campaign into Poland. The cancellations for Polna Posta 8 were modified from the
Czechoslovak Field Post cancellation devices during the Polish campaign.

REFERENCES:
1. Wikipedia: www.wikipedia.org/wiki/slovak_Expeditionary_Army_Group.
2. Miroslav Bachraty: Slovensko, 1938-1945, PoStova Historia, Zvézok 1, 2020 [The Postal History of Slovakia 1939-1945, volume 1.

2SO SIS SIS

SLOVAKIA NEW ISSUES
by Keith Hart

1. On January 4, 2021 the Ministry of Transport and Construction issued a 0.05 € stamp in the series
Slovak Applied Arts: Roman Glass from Zohor [Pofis SK730]. The stamp, vvvew —~—w
showing a ribbed dark blue bowl (Fig. 1), was designed by Peter Nosal' and P
produced by Tiskdrna Hradistko, s.r.o (THS) using multi-color offset p
combined with serigraphy in printing sheets of 100. 2000 years ago the
Amber Road connected the large deposits of amber found on the southern
coast of the Baltic Sea with the Roman empire which lay mainly south of the P
River Danube. This road was actually a series of trails that stretched p
northward from the Danube, one of which passed
through Zohor, just north of Bratislava. The Figure 1

Romans considered this Barbarian territory, but secured rights for their traders
to cross these lands, usually by offering gifts of materials not found in that area.
The Zohor area was occupied by Germanic tribes and during the second half of
the 20'™ century archaeological excavations discovered graves of the local
Germanic rulers from that time. Included in these graves were items of Roman
origin. The ribbed blue glass bowl was found in a grave that also contained
fragments of bronze and silver objects. The cachet of the FDC shows a different
view of the same glass bowl (Fig. 2) and the cancellation is the outline of the
bowl corresponding with the stamp itself. -7

Figure 2 _
2. OnJanuary 4, 2021 the Ministry issued a 0.10 € stamp p

in the series Slovak Applied Arts: Gothic Goblet decorated with Glass Beads from p
Bratislava [Pofis SK 731]. The stamp, showing a broken goblet decorated with §
glass beads (Fig. 3), was designed by Peter Nosal and produced by THS using
multi-color offset combined with serigraphy in printing sheets of 100. Even in
prehistoric times there was a marketplace on a trade route coming from the north,
alongside the Danube and adjacent to a fortified encampment on the nearby hill,
where Bratislava Castle was eventually built. These beginnings led to a market

Figure 3
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next to what is today’s Venturska Street. In the 13" century the market gradually
moved to, what is today, the main square of Bratislava. However the wealthiest
families still lived in the houses that were near the old market site. In the 1960s
a detailed archaeological project was conducted in the area of these houses,
which were found to have been established by the 10" century. By the 15t
century these houses were inhabited by families, such as the Venturas, whose
name lives on connected to a major street today. The artifacts found during
these excavations included luxurious objects such as the thin-walled imported
goblet illustrated on the stamp. These goblets had sides decorated with irregular
sized glass beads, reminiscent of raspberries. They were not for mere decoration,
as they prevented these precious items from slipping out of the drinkers’ hands. Figure 4

The FDC cachet details a closeup of these glass beads (Fig. 4) and the cancellation

is an outline of the goblet. [Ed. note: my thanks to Stefan Hol&ik, from whose original notes in Slovak this
is a translated and edited form].

3. On January 4, 2021 the Ministry issued a 0.50 € stamp in the series Slovak
Applied Arts: The Golden Suzanne collection from the Zlatno Glass Factory [Pofis
SK732]. The stamp, illustrating a goblet whose stem encases an orange-colored
globule (Fig. 5), was designed by Peter Nosal and produced
- 9 by THS using multi-color offset combined with serigraphy in

{ printing sheets of 100. Jozef Stanik (1908-1986), was a
master glassmaker, working at Zlatno’s n.p. Stredoslovenské
sklarne factory. Inthe 1950s he revolutionized the design of
domestic glassware, introducing new shapes and colors. The
elegant shape of the goblet shown became well-known
worldwide following its showing at the Brussels World Fair
in 1958. More than 60 years later glassware following his designs are still
manufactured for every conceivable use. The FDC cachet shows a larger detail of
the globule on the stamp (Fig. 6) and the cancellation is an outline of a goblet. Figure 6

Figure 5

4. On January 29, 2021 the Ministry issued a stamp in the series: Personalities — Ladislav Grosman
(1921-1981) [Pofis SK733]. The 1 € stamp shows a portrait of Grosman in the upper half, while the lower
half shows a scene from the movie The Shop on Main Street, together with the
R isLAy SROSMAN 4.00 4 goldenimage of an Oscar statuette (Fig. 7). The stamp, celebrating the centenary
€ { of Grosman'’s birth, was designed by Natalia LoZzekova and printed by THS using
multi-color offset in printing sheets of 50. Grosman was a Slovak novelist and
screenwriter whose most famous work was Obchod na
korze (The Shop on Main Street). Expanded from a short
story it was made into a film in 1965. It became one of
4 the most celebrated films of the Czechoslovak era.
Starring Ida Kaminska as Rozalia Lautmannova, the elderly
Jewish owner of an unprofitable haberdashery, it depicts
Figure 7 her ultimately tragic relationship with Téno Brtko, played
by Jozef Kroner, who was tasked with taking over the shop
during the Aryanization program during World War Il. The critically acclaimed
film was awarded the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language film in 1965, Figure 8
the first such award for a Czechoslovak film.. The FDC cachet shows a Star of
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SLEAES A ¢ TG T ARSI e " g4 David made from safety pins and buttons (Fig. 8) and the cancellation

0:6; SLOVENS KO is also a button.

™ 5. On February 12, 2021 the Ministry issued a stamp to commemorate
& The 100" Anniversary of the Ordination of the First Slovak Bishops
Bl [Pofis SK734]. The 0.65 € stamp, designed by Martin Schwarz, shows
the three bishops acknowledging their ordination (Fig. 9). It was
produced by THS using multi-color offset in printing sheets of 25.
Before the establishment of Czechoslovakia in 1918, there had been
Catholic bishops of Slovak heritage in the Slovak lands. They were, however,
considered to be Hungarian by the rulers in Budapest. Following the collapse of
the Austro-Hungarian empire Pro-Hungarian bishops were deported from
Czechoslovakia. After the establishment of diplomatic relations with the Holy See
the process began which led to the first three Slovak bishops. They were Jan
Vojtassak, Bishop of Spis, Karol Kmetko, Bishop of Nitra, and Marian Blaha, Bishop
of Banska Bystrica. Their ordination took place at the Church of St. Ladislav in
Nitra, on February 13, 1921. The FDC cachet, engraved by Martin Ciganik, shows
the three bishops on the steps of the church (Fig. 10), while the cancellation is a
bishop’s miter. A commemorative sheet [Pofis SK 075PaL734/21] was issued the
Figure 10 same day.

6. On February 15, 2021 the Ministry, as a joint
issue with the Czech Republic, Poland and
Hungary, issued a 1.70 € commemorative stamp
to recognize The 30™ Anniversary of the
Foundation of the Visegrad Group [Pofis
SK735]. The stamp, designed by Agnieszka
Sobczyniiska, shows the logo for the 30t
anniversary meeting. It was produced by THS je==
using multi-color offset in a sheetlet containing
nine stamps, with printed margins and 8

—s SLOVENSKO _ — SLOYENSKO
~

SLOVENSKO

o}
5
w
Z
w
>
o}
7}
'],
(o]
5
v
-
(=]
>
(o]
o
1,
o
b
Ly
Z
>
-0
7]
1

— SLOVENSKO | — SLOVENSKO ' — SLOVENSKO

coupons (Fig. 11). The Visegrad Group (V4) is a 70¢ = 1.70¢
trans-national political, economic and social |'% 30.WYROCIE ZALOZENIA b
group consisting of Slovakia, Czech Republic, | L vv3erraDskElskurINy QTN

Poland and Hungary. It was established after Figure 11
the collapse of the totalitarian communist

regimes in 1989. Their first meeting was in Bratislava in 1990, leading to the Visegrad Declaration being
signed in Visegrad in early 1991. At that time they were known as the V3 Group.
The split up of Czechoslovakia at the start of 1993 led to the current designation of
V4. The symbolic name originates from a 1335 meeting between three kings in the
small Hungarian town of Visegrdd. John of Luxembourg, King of Bohemia, Casimir
11, King of Poland, and Charles I, King of Hungary, met to form a diplomatic alliance, ‘
as a united defense against the Habsburg Empire. This led to the three kingdoms

entering a period of unprecedented economic expansion. The cachet of the FDC,

designed by Adrian Ferda, shows a map of the four countries formed from their FDC :
national colors (Fig. 12) and the cancellation is a graphic form of the V4 logo. A v’
commemorative sheet [Pofis SK 075PalL735/21] was issued the same day.

Figure 12



THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST - SPRING 2021 17

7. On March 5, 2021 the Ministry issued a T2 50g (0.65 €) stamp to celebrate

e

of the Ludovit Stdr Museum SNM in Modra. It was
produced by THS using multi-color offset in printing
sheets of 50. This form of pottery was introduced into
the Slovak lands in the 18" century, brought by the
T2 W SOg Haban sect of the Anabaptist Christians. Their pottery
------------ ananad yses a unique glaze, combined with specific decorative

Figure 13 motifs and colors. The main centers of production were
in Western Slovakia, centered around Modra. In 1883 a school, focused on the
production of ceramic ware, was established in Modra. An early graduate of the
school, Hefman Landsfeld, carried out research into the history of the Haban
ceramic culture. This led to a book of historic ceramic designs still in use today.
The FDC cachet is an egg rack (Fig. 14) and the cancellation is a chicken shaped
egg container. A booklet, containing 10 self-adhesive stamps was issued the
same day, as was a pictorial postal card with an image of three floral decorated

jugs.

SLOVENSKO Easter 2021: Folk Faience [Pofis SK736]. The stamp, designed by Adrian Ferda,
- 4 depicts a pitcher decorated with plant and bird motifs symbolizing spring (Fig. 13).
5 *%ﬂ\ This pitcher is from the Museum of Slovak Ceramics, part

Figure 14

8. On March 13, 2021 the Ministry issued a commemorative postage stamp the celebrate the 100"
Anniversary of the Foundation of the Slovak Teachers’ Choir [Pofis SK737]. The 0.65 € stamp shows a

Olejnikova and produced by THS using multi-

: O 1o virotiezaozenia iy :

™ ";zfmy '- %

. 2 A 0 4 color offset in printing sheets of 50. Founded on

s g \ Y 4 March 3, 1921 in the area around Trencin, by

E o) ' 4 1933 it had a permanent headquarters building

oy ) g} J constructed in Trencin. Within Slovakia they

"""""""""" sssssssssd perform with the Slovak Radio Symphony
Figure 15 Orchestra and the State Chamber Orchestra in

Zilina. They have performed in many overseas countries and released numerous
albums. The FDC cachet shows their headquarters (Fig.16) and the cancellation
image is the first conductor of the choir, Milo$ Ruppeldt. A commemorative
sheet was issued the same day. [Ed. note: in 1971 Czechoslovakia issued a 30h
stamp to celebrate the choir’s 50" anniversary: Pofis 1892, Scott 1751].

AARAARASALLAALLALS LA L s s o section of the choir in performance (Fig. 15). It was designed by Daniela

| I
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9. On April 14, 2021 the Ministry issued a 1.55 € stamp to commemorate the
XXXII Summer Olympic Games, Tokyo [Pofis SK 738]. The stamp, designed by
Nana Furiya, shows relay runners against a background of the rising sun and
cherry blossom (Fig. 17) and was produced by
THS using multi-color offset in printing sheets
of 50. The Summer Olympics were postponed
for a year due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
will now take place from July 23 — August 8. The
Paralympic Games will now be from August 24
— September 5. Unfortunately, no spectators

ez e)

FDC

Figure 17 will be allowed at the major Tokyo sites. These

Figure 18
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Figure 19

stamps were printed and stored for a year. The cachet of the FDC
has an image of Mizuhiki, the ancient Japanese folk art of rice-paper
cord arranging (Fig. 18) and the cancellation is an interpretation of
the Olympic flame. A collection sheet was issued the same day.

Postal Stationery

10. On March 13, 2021 the Ministry issued a postal card with
additional printing to celebrate 100 Years of Krdsy Slovenska
Magazine [Pofis SK 306 CDV 226/21]. The T2 50g imprinted stamp
celebrates the 10™ anniversary of Slovakia’s entry to the EU. The
motif of the additional print, designed by Adrian Ferda, shows an
image of the first cover of the Krdsy Slovenska (Beauties of Slovakia)
magazine against a background of mountains (Fig. 19). 1500 cards
were issued.

oSO SIS SIS

CZECH REPUBLIC NEW ISSUES

1. On lJanuary 20, 2021 the
Ministry of Industry and Trade
issued a stamp in the series: The

Tradition of Czech Stamp Design — | =

Vaclav Zapadlik [Pofis 1104]. The

stamp, with a value identified by [t i e

the letter “B” (19 K¢), shows a
portrait of Zapadlik, along with two
of his automobile artworks. A
stamp booklet containing eight
self-adhesive stamps and four
coupons was also issued [Pofis
ZSL65] (Fig. 1). It was designed by
Zdenék Netopil and produced by
Tiskarna Hradistko, s.r.o (THS)
using multi-color offset in printing

sheets of 50. Zapadlik (1943-2018) was a painter and illustrator who specialized
in the accurate portrayal of vintage cars. His illustrations are renowned for
inclusion of the smallest technical details. Examples of his artwork can be seen
in many museums across the globe that specialize in automotive history. His
first stamp designs were issued in 2012 and in the following five years he
completed 20 stamps. The cachet for the FDC shows the artist completing the
headlight detailing on a vintage car (Fig. 2) and the cancellation is a line drawing
[A complete listing of his stamp designs by Pofis
numbers is 735-740, 768-769, 779-780, 810, 819-820, 834-836, 838, 857-858,

of another classic model.

and 903].

by Keith Hart

TRADICE CESKE 4
ZNAMKOVE
TVORBY

VACLAV
ZAPADLIK
(1943-2018)
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Figure 1

Figure 2
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J. UNGRAD / J. MOUCHA 2021

CESKA
REPUBLIKA

Figure 3

2. On January 20, 2021 the Ministry issued a definitive stamp to observe the

] Census 2021 [Pofis 1105]. The stamp, with a value identified by the letter “B”,
] shows a graph symbolizing data collected for the census (Fig. 3). Graphic design

is by Jan Ungrdad, based on the Census 2021 logo created by Jan Moucha. It was

| produced by THS using multi-color offset and printed in sheets of 50. The

previous census for the Czech Republic took place in 2011 and this year it will
provide updated key data on the national population. Social and cultural data
regarding language, cultural background and dwelling size will provide the

J statistical information the government requires, particularly for democratic

processes such as elections.

3. On January 20, 2021 the Ministry issued a definitive stamp to celebrate

Carnival [Pofis 1106]. The stamp, with a value identified by the letter “B”, shows a traditional Czech
Carnival procession. The stamp was also issued as a booklet [Pofis ZSL66] containing eight self-adhesive

stamps and four coupons (two
copies each of two different
coupons) (Fig. 4). The stamp was
designed by Jifi Sliva and produced
by THS using multi-color offset in
printing sheets of 50. The festival of
Carnival precedes Lent in the
Christian calendar. It starts after
Epiphany and ends on a Tuesday
designated as Shrovetide. Related
to the date of Easter it can end
between mid-February and early
March. In Slavic countries these
festivities date back to the pre-
Christian era where parties, eating
of home-bred pigs, and weddings
typically occurred. The final days

before Lent are Ostatky, Konciny, Fasank and Masopust.
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They are used for various ritual masked

processions, parades, street performances and the final Masopust (Carnival) party. Because of the Covid
——— VirUS celebrations in the Czech lands, as well as other places around the world,

CESKA REPUBLIKA

19K 'ﬁ

Figure 5

were inevitably muted this year.

4. 0On February 9, 2021 the Ministry issued a commemorative stamp in the series:
Personalities — Josef Masopust (1931-2015). The 19 K¢ stamp [Pofis 1107]
celebrates the 90" anniversary of the birth of Masopust and has a well-known
image of the footballer (soccer player) together with a “Ballon d’Or” award (Fig.
5). The stamp was designed by Petr Minka and produced by THS using multi-color
offset in printing sheets of 50. Born in Stfimice u Mostu, in 1952 he joined ATK
Praha (now Dukla Praha), the newly founded Czechoslovak Army football club.
He played there for 15 seasons as a left-sided midfielder. During this time the
team won 8 league championships and were 3 times cup champions. In 1954 he
made his debut for the national team, eventually earning 63 caps and scoring 10
goals. He became part of the most successful national team in Czechoslovak
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history. They placed third in the 1960 European Football Championships and
two years later were runners up to Brazil in the FIFA World Cup. His outstanding
play during the 1962-63 season earned him the Ballon d’Or as the European
Footballer of the Year. He is regarded as one of the greatest midfield players
of all time. After retiring as a player he managed the national team for four
years. In 2009 the football stadium in Most was named after him. The digitally
printed FDC cachet shows Masopust in action (Fig. 6) and the cancellation is a
period ball.

N 5. On February 9, 2021 the Ministry issued a commemorative stamp in the
il - series Beauties of our Country: Milotice State Chateau in Kyjov [Pofis 1108].
, The 23 K¢ stamp shows a view of the
Figure 6

chateau from the gardens (Fig. 7). The
stamp was designed by Pavel Sivko and produced by THS using
multi-color offset in a sheetlet of 8 stamps. Milotice is a chateau
in the Hodonin region of Southeast Moravia, near the border with
Slovakia. It is the best preserved complex of baroque buildings
and garden architecture in the Czech Republic. The buildings have
remained virtually unchanged since the 18" century. The garden
was laid out in the style of a French
garden, with elements of English
estate views, the orangeries and terraces subtly connecting the gardens
with the house. The chateau was in private hands until 1945 when it was
confiscated by the state as the owners had German nationality. In 2013
the gardens were restored to their original design where vegetables, fruit
and herbs were grown for use within the estate. The digitally printed
cachet of the FDC, designed by Jaroslav Tvrdon, shows the silhouette of a
sphinx statue from the chateau’s entrance bridge (Fig. 8) and the
cancellation is an urn from the garden parterre.

o Zdmek Milotice

CESKA REPUBLIKA 23 K¢

Figure 7

Figure 8

6. On February 15, 2021 the Ministry, as a joint issue with Slovakia, Poland and Hungary, issued a
commemorative stamp to recognize The Visegrad Group (V4) [Pofis 1109]. The stamp, with a value
designated by the letter “E” (39 K¢), was designed by Agnieszka Sobczynska, showing the logo for their
30t anniversary meeting (Fig. 9). It was produced by THS using multi-color offset in a sheetlet containing
nine stamps and printed margins. (See the similar Slovak sheetlet on
page 16.) The Visegrad Group (or V4) is a transnational political,
economic, and social group, consisting of Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Hungary, and Poland. The group was established after the collapse of
the totalitarian communist regimes in 1989. The first meeting being
held in Bratislava in 1990, with the Visegrad Declaration signed in early
1991. At that time they were known as the V3 Group. The split of
Czechoslovakia at the start of 1993 led to the current designation of V4.
The symbolic name for the group originates from a 1335 meeting
between three kings in the small Hungarian town of Visegrad. John of
Luxembourg, King of Bohemia, King Casimir Il of Poland, and King Charles | of Hungary, met to form a
diplomatic alliance, as a united defense against the Habsburg Empire. This led to the three kingdoms
entering into a period of unprecedented economic expansion. The FDC cachet, designed by Petr Foltera,
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is a symbolic representation of the national flags of the group with
its acronym ‘V4’ (Fig. 10). The cancellation is a line drawing of the

FDC A @v !! V4 logo.
7. On February 15, 2021 the Ministry
@

issued a 1 K¢ definitive postage stamp:

Figure 10 The Orange Tip Butterfly [Pofis 1110].

The stamp, designed by Jaromir and Libuse

Knotek, features a male butterfly with its distinctive, orange-edged forewings

(Fig. 11). It was produced by THS using multi-color offset in printing sheets of

100. This butterfly is found throughout Europe and is recognized for the fact

that females and males occupy different habitats. Females frequent open Figure 11
meadowland, while the males prefer the edges of wooded areas.

CESKA REPUBLIKA

8. On March 24,2021 the Ministry issued a stamp in the series: Technical Monuments: Negrelli Viaduct
[Pofis 1111]. The stamp, with a value designated by the letter “B”, shows a 19" century train crossing
the stone viaduct, a hot-air
balloon in the background. A
stamp booklet [Pofis ZSL67]
containing 8 stamps and 4
coupons was issued the same
day. (Fig. 12) It was designed
by Milan Bauer and produced
by THS using multi-color offset
in printing sheets of 50.
Construction of the viaduct
was commenced 175 years
ago and was required for the
rail line that connected Prague
with Dresden. At this time
bridges/viaducts were usually
still constructed of timber.
The decision to build with
Figure 12 sandstone and granite made it
one of Europe’s most
technically modern viaducts. Austrian engineer Alois Negrelli oversaw a workforce of nearly 3000 that
completed the 3600ft. (1100m) structure in three years. At this time it was
the longest bridge in Europe and the first railway bridge to span the Vltava.
Its 87 arches cross the river from Nové Mésto/Karlin in the south, over
Stvanice island to Hole3ovice. It underwent a major renovation starting in
2017, which was completed on June 30 this year. The FDC cachet is a portrait
of Negrelli (Fig. 13) and the cancellation is a facsimile of his signature.
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9. On March 24, 2021 the Ministry issued a stamp in the series: Works of Art
on Postage Stamps: Bohumil Zemanek [Pofis 1112]. The 30 K¢ stamp shows
a sculpture of a man known as Bohous, from the Galerie Liberec (Fig. 14).
The stamp has a graphic design by Zbynék Kocvar and was produced by THS

Figure 13
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using multi-color offset in a miniature sheet
containing four stamps and four coupons.
N The design of the sheet and coupons allows

) us to see the sculpture from all four sides.
) Zemanek (1942-1996) was a sculptor and
restorer. Studying at the Academy of Fine
Artsin Prague, he developed the humorous
style of ceramic human figures that he used
throughout his career. This style was sadly
not consistent with the communist ideals
of social
realism and
he was little
known until
the fall of communism in 1989. Together with Michael Bilek he worked
extensively to clean and restore public sculptures throughout Bohemia.
The digitally printed cachet of the FDC, designed by Milos Ondracek,
portrays the work Plavecky Bazén (Swimming Pool) from the Poliklinika
Cumpelikova in Kobylisy (Fig. 15). The cancellation is a line drawing of the Figure 15
artist’s initials.

il Ser heek Dokl

asin Dokl T Bohind L
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CESKA REPUBLIKA - CESKA REPUBLIKA
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CESKA REPUBLIKA - CESKA REPUBLIKA

Figure 14

i ceaxi| 10. On March 24, 2021 the Ministry issued two stamps with a value designated
v " by the “B” he 125t i f The First Derb
/ . ‘\ e y the letter to commemorate the anniversary of The First Derby -
/‘;&?) h AC Sparta v SK Slavia [Pofis 1113 & 1114]. The stamps, printed in se-tenant
4 fashion, each show half of a football in the team’s colors, with the entire ball
‘ ( containing images of each team’s fans hands(Fig. 16). It was designed by Filip
B
EEEPSLK.ISLIKA “_- . ¥

YIAYVIS = VidvdS
ABY3IA NAd | 9681

=YidvdS

Hejduk and produced by THS using multi-color offset in
printing sheets of 25+25 stamps. These two Prague ]Bgﬁ
football (soccer) teams first played each other on | 125 ter oo prvnino nerey
March 29, 1896 and the clubs have remained fierce S
rivals ever since. The two clubs are historically the most successful in Czech
football. At the time of writing, this fixture has been played 297 times, Sparta
winning 133 times, Slavia 92 times, with the remaining 72 ending in a draw. The
First Day Cover, containing both stamps, has a cachet of their supporters’ scarfs,
featuring both the club’s names (Fig. 17) and the cancellation is a vintage football
surrounded by text referring to the first game.

ABH3A INAYd | 9681

VIAYTS

Figure 16

Figure 17

SOCIETY FOR HUNGARIAN PHILATELY

If you are a collector/enthusiast of that period when Czechoslovak and Hungarian philately
overlaps, as well as the earlier shared postal history, you should consider joining the Society for
Hungarian Philately (SHP). Annual membership includes four issues of The News of Hungarian
Philately, access to member’s sections of their website, and participation in their quarterly auction.

Annual dues are 525 for N. America, S30 Worldwide, or S20 for online access only. You can
join by following the link on the home page of their website, www.hungarianphilately.org, using
PayPal (adding $1 to whichever level you require), or direct to the treasurer:

Wes Learned, P.O. Box 802, Powell, WY 82435-0802.
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AVAILABLE PUBLICATIONS -

**CONTACT THE BOOK STORE BEFORE ORDERING AS SOME PUBLICATIONS MIGHT BE SOLD OUT.***

Prices are postpaid in USA ¢ (E=English, Cz=Czech, SI=Slovak, G=German, H=Hungarian)

JAMES’ SPECIAL SALE (NEW) MONOGRAPH 32- THE DOVE ISSUE(E)- by J.Kaspar,
Volumes 1-5 of the Monografie series Moravec, M. Ka$par, Wilson. A handbook for collectors of
As a unique opportunity, we have the following volumes available as a set| | stamps and covers. Everything you would want to know about 336
or individually. These books are used, but in good condition with dust covers | | | this issue, and more. 101 pages in full color.
showing some wear. Published in Czech, they are offered as a set for $100 or -
$25 per individual volume. Buyer will pay postage. A great opportunity to own | | | (NEVV) MONOGRAPH 33- Czechoslovak Letter Mail 1918-1939:
these classics. Vol. 1 - all aspects of Hradgany issues; Vol.2- Pogta| | |Single and Multiple Stamp Frankings (E) - by O. Tovacovsky, J
Ceskoslovenska, first Masaryk Issues, Dove and Allegory issues; Vol. 3- all | | |Kypast, V. Schodelbauer, M. Wilson. This Monograph describes
definitve issues and covers 1923-1939; Viol. 4- airmail issues from 1918-1939; | | {8l the stamps issued during the First Republic, including Austrian
Vol. 5- all aspects of SO 1920 issues. and Hungarian forerunners, and tabulates the relative scarcity of| $ 50
their correct usage in single and multiple frankings on postal cards,
CATALOGS letters and printed matter to local, domestic and foreign destina-
(NEW) CZECH REPUBLIC 1993-2019 (Cz) - Pofis, 318 pages tions. It is richly illustrated with examples of both mundane and
in full color. Specialized information on all issues. Updated from| §$ 25 exotic usages from all six tariff periods. 173 pages in full color.
the previous edition. HRADCANY 25h VIOLET (Cz)- MerkurReview. 71 page sudyofeveny| ¢ 1o
2014 CESKOSLOVENSKO 1918-1939, Vol. | (Cz) and 2014 possible variety of combinations of the spirals, partitions, and arch types
CESKOSLOVENSKO 1918-1939, Vol. I (Cz) - Merkur Revue, by
Klim, Stolfa, and Filipek. Volumes sold together as a set ($55) or WEIPERT _FALZUM'FORGERIES FROM VEJPBTY _(CZ'G'E)' $19
separately ($30). Vol | covers all Hrad&any, overprinted Hradcany, 55/ Merkur Review. Color documentary of the forged HradCany issues.
and their covers, including types, varieties, errors, plus concurrent $30 STAMPS WITH A PORTRAIT OF T.G. MASARYK (E)- by Henry $6
Austrian/Hungarian_stamp usage. Vol Il covers all issues of Hahn. 30 pages, a supplement to the September 1977 Specialist.
Legionaire, Posta Ceskoslovenska 1919, Masaryk 1920, Pigeon,
Chainbreaker, Hussite, Agriculture & Science, Masaryk 1925, and AGRICULTURE & SCIENCE ISSUE 1923 (Cz) $10
Postage Due OBLOUKOVY TYPY (arch types), 25h HRADCANY, V KRESBA
(NEW) 2019 CESKOSLOVENSKO 191 8-1939, Vol. Il (CZ)- .(5th design) (Cz)- by L. Ol$ina- POHS. 25 pages Of Iin-depth, well $6
Merkur Revue, by Kiim, Stolfa, and Filipek. This new volume illustrated study. (see Jan/Feb 2007 issue of Specialist, p.21)
covers all stamp issues not covered in volumes | and II, including| $ 36 MAIL OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK LEGIONS IN FRANCE (Cz,
types, varieties, and errors for Plebiscite 1920, Scouts, postage E)by Jaroslav J. Vemer. 80 page black/white and color
due, express, and newspaper stamps of the First Republic. English/Czech publication is the first on the subject and is published $12
MONOGRAFIE 7- CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION IN RUSSIA by the Society. It includes political/historic content, development of
1914-1920 (Cz)- Jaroslav Verner, Jifi Majer. A full color, highly units and their postal arrangements, illustrations of cancels, and
illustrated 344 page hard bound volume covering all aspects of| $ 35 point valuation system (reviewed in Jan/Feb 2003 Specialist).
the. mails of thelCzechoslovak Legion in Russia and Siberia MANUAL FOR HRADCANY COLLECTORS- VOL.3 (Cz)- by
during and following WWI. Hamr & Skaloud. Continuation of previous volumes (reviewed in| § 18
SPECIALIZED CATALOG OF 1944-1945 CARPATHO Jan/Feb 2003 Specialist)
UKRAINE (Cz)- by Jifi Majer. Hardbound, 160 pages in color, with| $ 26 -
values listed based on actual market prices. MON_OGBAFIEV16 (C2)-Partl cqtalog of 1918-1920 period postmarks $22
m covering Safov-Zumberk, Slovakia.
(FREE) 2015 CATALOG OF PERFINS ON HRADCANY| —
STAMPS (CZ, SI)- SCF/ZSF, by Marencik and Sprefiar, 80 pages MONOGRAPH 3- THE POSTA CESKOSLOVENSKO OVER1
Info on all the perfins that can be found on Hrad&any stamps, plus FREE PRINTS (E)- by Roy Dehn. 55 pages of a detailed and wel{ § 22
valuations. NOW AVAILABLE AS A PDF FILE VIA EMAIL, FREE illustrated study of the 1919 overprints (1985, reprinted 2015).
OF CHARGE. Pleasle email Book Sales Manager James Buckner MONOGRAPH 9- FIELD POST OF CZECHOSLOVAK & ALLIED $ 2
at wellseats@hotmail.com FORCES IN RUSSIA 1918-1920 (E)- by W.A Page.
(NEW) 2017 AUSTRIAN PERFINS (G) - Pofis. This catalog MONOGRAPH 11- THE SOKOLS IN PHILATELY- COMME-
includes all information that a Perfin collector needs - an MORATIVE POSTMARKS AND POSTCARDS (E) by Brian C. D. $25
illustration of the hole pattern with catalog number, name of the (=) 3y B € DE
user, the industry, period of usage, etc. Where possible, there| $ 34 MONOGRAPH 13- THE HRADCANY ISSUE 1918-1920 (E)- by $16
are comparison lists for other third-party catalogs (Fejtek/Maxa Robert Bradford
[CZ] for example). Introductions in Czech, German and English, MONOGRAPH 17- CZECHOSLOVAK FIELD POST 1918-1921
LIMITED QUANTITIES. (E) by Brian D: $27
Y Brian Day.
(NEW) 2019 SLOVENSKO 1939-1945 (Sl) - Filatelia Numizmatika
Album, by Bohumil Synek. 124 pages, color, softback bound. This is MONOGRAPH 20- THE EARLY POSTAL HISTOR_Y OF
by far the very best specialized catalog on the WW Il stamps of| $ 33 CARPATHO-UKRAINE (E)- by Otto Homung. 34 pages in color) $33
Slovakia. NO post war stamps. This is an updated and extended Has partlcular reference to the usage of the first postage stamps of
version of the original 2015 catalog. Ausiria.
1ST REPUBLIC MONOGRAPH 22- POSTMARKS OF THE SO 1920
(NEW) MONOGRAPH 31 - THE HRADCANY, A TECHNICAL HISTO- PLEBISCITE (E)- by Oldfich Tovacovsky e/ al. 66 pages in color;
RY (E) - by Johan Severhuisen and Mark Wison. Amonographin two| ¢ Four articles on various aspects of the postmarks used by[ §$ 30
parts. 264 pages in full color. Part one is a historical and philatelic study Czechoslovakia in 1920 in the plebiscite area of Eastern Silesia,
covering technical issues, while part two is an appendix. together with the smaller areas of Tesin, Orava and Spis.
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MONOGRAPH 29- WAR HOSPITALS IN BRUNN DURING THE
GREAT WAR (E)- by Hans van Dooremalen. 141 soft-bound A4
pages, with color illustrations. Provides insight into the mail from,
cachets, and organization of the war hospitals which were located
in the Moravian city of Briinn (Brno).

$ 40

THE THREE PREVIOUSLY LISTED ITEMS, MONOGRAPHS 26, 27, 30
ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AS A SET FOR $80.00, POSTAGE PAID.

GENERAL REFERENCE

WORLD WAR I

MONOGRAPH ON THE POSTAL STATIONERY IN SLOVAKIA
1939-1945. (S). by Foldes and Havli¢ek. 352 pages in full color,
Detailed information on all postal cards and stationery issues
during the period of the Slovak State. This is the first time that
anything of this nature has been published.

$55

(NEW) Katalog Ceskoslovenské Celiny, 1918-1992, vol.1.(Cz)
by Starec & Benes, Sr. 376 page volume covering postal cards,
franked envelopes, official franked envelopes, and picture postal| $30
cards. (note that vol.2 is not available). Buyer to pay full postage
to be agreed with James Buckner.

MONOGRAPH 4- CARPATHO-UKRAINE POSTAL MARKINGS
1938-1945 (E)- by Juan E. Page

$16

(NEW) Vzacnosti a Zajimavosti Ceskoslovenskych Znamek
(Rare and Remarkable Czechoslovak stamps) (Cz,E,G) by Jan
Karések. A specialized exhibition catalog summarizing best
known rarites and other remarkable stamps from the
Czechoslovakia era. In full color. Buyer to pay full postage to be
agreed with James Buckner.

$45

MONOGRAPH 6- GERMAN OCCUPATION OF SUDETENLAND
1938 (E)- by W.A.Dawson

$ 26

MONOGRAPH 8- OCCUPATION OF CZECH FRONTIER
TERRITORIES BY BECK'S POLAND FROM THE POSTAL
HISTORY VIEWPOINT (E)- by Jifi Neumann

$20

CZECH GRAPHICS UNION- TYPOGRAPHIC PLATE
PRODUCTION TECHNOLOGY/PRACTICES AS REVEALED BY
THE FIRST REPUBLIC STAMPS (E)- by Mark Wilson. How the
first stamps were produced, very thoroughly illustrated. A must.

$7

MONOGRAPH 10- 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF CZECHOSLOVAK
INDEPENDENCE (THE 1943 LONDON EXHIBITIONS) (E)- by
Kralicek & Page.

$17.50

OCELOTISK Z PLOCHYCH DESEK (Vol 3), 1961-1968 (Cz)- Stamps

and S/S produced by engraving (intaglio), showing plate faults, +blue print. $30

MONOGRAPH 12- MILITARY CARDS OF THE EXILED
CZECHOSLOVAK FORCES IN FRANCE AND BRITAIN (E)- by
Kralicek & Page.

$14.50

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS (Cz, E)- 3rd edition. Translates

Czech terms into English and back. 130 pages. (reviewed Mar/Apr 97) §20

THE PHILATELY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA FOR BEGINNERS

(E)- by Phil Freer $10

MONOGRAPH 14- THE LIBERATION OF OLOMOUC MAY 1945
(E)- by Robert J. Hil.

$18

MONOGRAFIE 25, (Vol I) (Cz)- 90 years of the Czech Postal Museum) $ 35

MONOGRAPH 7, INDEX TO ARTICLES ON CZECHOSLOVAK $4

MONOGRAPH 15- POSTAL HISTORY OF THE FREE
CZECHOSLOVAK FORCES IN GREAT BRITAIN, 1940-1945 (E)
by R. Beith

$22

PHILATELY 1950-1979 (E)- by James Negus.

MONOGRAPH 16- THE CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION IN POLAND
AND RUSSIA, and CZECHOSLOVAKS IN THE MIDDLE EAST
1940-1943 (E)- by Dr. Vratislav Palkoska and Otto Hornung RDP.

$ 24

MONOGRAPH 21. CARPATHO UKRAINE, POSTAL HISTORY]

ND STAMPS 1786-2000 (E), by J. Verleg. 218 pages in color]
Comprehensive, extremely detailed study of this territory, including
list of post offices and postmarks.

$35

MONOGRAPH 18- POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS FOLLOWING
THE LIBERATION OF PRAGUE IN MAY 1945 (E)- by Robert J. Hill)

$32

MONOGRAPH 19- BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA (E)- by John
Hammonds and Rex Dixon. 81 pages, some in color. All postal
rates for the era, all German Military mail. Best Protectorate
Monograph to date (reviewed Winter 2010) Updated in 2019 with
new information and photos.

$36

MONOGRAPH 28-RAILWAY MAIL IN SLOVAKIA AND
RUTHENIA (E)- by Dr. Anthony M. Goodbody, FRPSL. 38+ A4
pages in color. Provides a detailed and fully illustrated survey of the
Travelling Post Offices and Conductor Posts in Slovak and
Ruthenian territory from their inception in 1867 to modern times. The
appendix includes 12 tables giving full lists of TPOs and Conductor
Posts arranged by period and lists of all railway terminals and
junctions in the area giving both Hungarian and Slovak names.

$20

SPECIALIST

MONOGRAPH 25- COMPENDIUM OF 1944-1945 LIBERATION
OVERPRINTS (E)- by Karel Holoubek, translated by Robert J. Hill,
322 pages in biw. Includes CD of the book in color. Shows overprints
of towns that were about to be liberated along with extensive historical
data about them (reviewed Fall 2012).

$50

DVD containing 20th Century issues of the SPECIALIST (1939-
1999), along with index for them. Lower price is for members in
USA. Members from outside USA please add $1 for additional
postage. Higher price is for non-members in USA. Non-members
from outside USA please add $1 for additional postage.

MONOGRAPH 26- FREE CZECHOSLOVAK FORCES IN
FRANCE 1939-1940 (E)- by Richard Beith. 72 pages in full color,
A historical and philatelic study.

$28

COMPLETE 20TH CENTURY SUBJECT INDEX, 1939-1999 (E)-

Index of articles published in the SPECIALIST over 61 years $3

CZECH POST POSTAL CARD commemorating the 60th
Anniversary of the Society on May 31, 1999 (see Jul/Aug 99 $ 1.50

MONOGRAPH 27- CZECHOSLOVAK INDEPENDENT AR
MOURED BRIGADE IN FRANCE & THEIR RETURN HOME,
1944-1945 (E)- by Richard Beith. 54 pages in full color. A historical
and philatelic study intended as a companion to Monograph 26.

$25

pages 1-3, Sep/Oct 1999, page 38)

MONOGRAPH 30- CZECHOSLOVAK FORCES IN THE UNITED
KINGDOM FROM 1940 (E)- by Richard Beith. 160 pages in full
color. A historic and philatelic study intended as a companion to
Monographs 26 and 27.

$32

Please check by email to verify Society for
books are available before ordering. Czechoslovak
Non-members: v t‘Ph'?tely IIIJBC. )
Pl dd 25% to the price plus full post- ention: James Buckner
seses g Oag:prlce PUs LT pos 322 Woodhaven Drive
Foreign orders: Athens, GA 30606
Please contact for postage rate! Email:

wellseats@hotmail.com




