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Editorial Hinges

THE END OF A DECADE

This season’s holidays are upon us! If you are preparing for the usual festivities, keep in mind
that celebrations this year are likely to take place with a certain amount of moderation and reserve.
Our members, along with many Americans, are reflecting on the decade just ending.

The eighties was an era full of surprises and paradoxes. From a philatelic standpoint, values of
older stamps far outdistanced the inflationary rate in the U.S. Fortunes were made at sales and auc-
tions that will probably not be duplicated in the last decade of the century. From a political stand-
point, Communism met its judgment day in Warsaw, Prague, Budapest and Berlin. But Capitalism
suffered too and is suffering badly right now. In Czechoslovakia, the conversion from a planned
economy to a market economy is taking its toll in the form of social hardships and political reper-
crussions. From an economic standpoint, trouble brews in the U.S., in the Soviet Union and now
even in Japan. Naturally, these problems are “rubbing off” on the smaller nations of Eastern
Europe. Czechoslovakia is no exception.

While all this may seem far removed from our Society’s affairs, the fact remains that the back-
lash of these upheavals is already being felt in the philatelic world. Attendance at major stamp
shows is down appreciably and collectors are pulling back from making wholesale purchases of
stamps and other material that was the rage only a few years ago. For example, sales of expensive
stamp albums (especially their supplements) have dropped and collectors are discovering that
mounting their collections on blank pages in three-ring binders is not only economical, but is
actually more fun. Bidding at sales and auctions, while still brisk, is now confined to a few
philatelic elitists who vie for the best material at prices far in excess of catalog and experts’ evalua-
tions. And memberships in Societies are dropping because prospective collectors are not being
solicited. Those who are become discouraged by the tremendous output of new stamps being
issued worldwide. In the U.S. alone, some 112 new stamps are scheduled for issuance in 1991.
Wisely, Czechoslovakia is one of the few countries that has officially announced it will again limit
the quantity of its new issues in 1991.

So, as we prepare to dine and feast during this season’s holidays, we reflect on a curious past and
ponder what the future will bring. With mixed feelings and strange apprehensions, your editorial
staff wishes its members, their families and friends the best for this year’s end as well as the New
Year, ever mindful that next year's holiday season may not be as jovial as this one.
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YOUR DUES ARE DUE

Last month we apprised you of some drastic changes in our Bylaws, including the expansion of
the Society’s Board of Directors from 10 to 15 members and changing the issuance of our journal,
the CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST, from a monthly to a bi-monthly publication. This was
necessitated by increases in printing and mailing costs.

Strange as it may seem, even a non-profit organization like the S.C.P. requires money to operate.
You can help by sending in your dues check on time. Do not wait till February or later. Our
Society cannot function on credit. This issue therefore contains an addressed envelope in the cen-
terfold. Please remove it, enclose your renewal of membership dues and mail it to our treasurer
THIS MONTH ! And if you wish to give our Society an extra financial boost to help meet those
miscellaneous expenses that inevitably come up, please fill in the additional amount on the renewal
application form and add that amount to your membership dues on the check. These additional
amounts comprise donations and are therefore tax deductible.

The membership renewal application appears on page 15.

NOMINATIONS TO THE BOARD

Your attention was directed in last month’s issue to the fact that nominations to our Board of
Directors would be solicited during January and February 1991. This is one of the privileges that
every paid-up member of the S.C.P. has and we urge you to exercise that privilege. You can nomi-
nate anyone you wish who is a member in good standing provided you notify that person before-
hand and obtain his consent to run for office.

It takes two members to nominate a candidate. So be sure you contact another member because
both members must sign the nominating form. The candidate you are nominating need not sign.
However, do not place anyone’s name in nomination unless you consulted that person first and he
agreed to it. (See nominating form on page 15).

THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST

(USPS 808300)
Official Journal of the Society for Czechoslovak Philately, Inc.
APS. Unit 18
Vol. 52 December, 1990 No. 10, Whole No. 504

Published monthly except July and August - $18.00 per year
Second Class Postage Paid at Lancaster, PA 17604
and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST, 1511 Clearview Ave., Lancaster, PA 17601
Editorial Staff
Managing Editor; Mirko L. Vondra, 1511 Clearview Ave., Lancaster, PA 17601
Assistant Editor: Gerald van Zanten, P.O. Box 159, Napier, New Zealand
Technical Editor: Adolf Hujer, Polska3, Prague, Czechoslovakia
Manager-Slovakia Study Group: Jack Benchik, PO. Box 555, Notre Dame, IN 46556
Elected Officers
President: Charles Chesloe, 8300 South Wolf Rd., Willow Springs, IL 60480
Vice President: Jack Benchik, P.O. Box 555, Notre Dame, IN 46556
Secretary: Jane Sterba, 6624 Windsor Ave., Berwyn, IL 60402
Treasurer: Ludvik Z. Svoboda, 4766 South Helena Way, Aurora, CO 80015
Appointed Officers
Circuit Manager: Wolfgang Fritzche, Box 8, Canandaigua, NY 14424
Expertizing Chairman: Edwin W. Lebecka, 217 Hazel Ave., Westfield, NJ 07090
Librarian: Richard Palaschak, 4050 Carbury Court, Chantilly, VA 22021
APS Representative: Henry Hahn, 2936 Rosemoor Lane, Fairfax, VA 22031

2



DECEMBER 1990

In sending your nominating form to the secretary, make certain that you have complied with the
instructions. To be valid, the envelope in which your form is mailed must be postmarked no later
than February 28, 1991.

Any member in good standing may be nominated for the Board (see last published membership
list starting on page 25 of the May 1989 SPECIALIST). However do NOT nominate the following
five members who are currently serving on the Board and whose terms of office will not expire
until the next election in two years:

Charles Chesloe, Jack Benchik, Edwin Lehecka, Robert Kolchak and Jane Sterba.

A NEW CIRCUIT MANAGER

After more than 40 years as manager of the Society’s Sales and Exchange Department,
Wolfgang Fritzsche has decided to retire the end of this year (See Aug./Sept. 1989 SPECIALIST,
page 8/9). Jack Benchik of Notre Dame, Indiana, has agreed to take over as the new circuit manag-
er (see Feb. 1988 SPECIALIST, page 8).

Last year, Mr. Fritzsche had been named as honorary member and further recognition of his
many years of devoted service to our Society will be made shortly. To our new manager, Mr.
Benchik, we wish all the luck in the world. And to our entire membership, especially those who
use the sales and exchange circuit, we ask your patience and cooperation. As in all such cases, Mr.
Benchik is familiarizing himself with the methods and procedures of philatelic circuitry. If any
problems should arise, your indulgence will be appreciated. We should all give Mr. Benchik our
fullest cooperation in helping him fill Mr. Fritzsche’s shoes.

ON NEW ZEALAND 90
Our assistant editor, being a resident of Napier, New Zealand, is our on-the-spot reporter for
happenings at NEW ZEALAND 90, held in Auckland from August 24 to September 2. Gerald van
Zanten reports that the show was a success and that the exhibition was attended by 45,000 paid
customers. Among the exhibits of Czechoslovakia were the following winners, none of whom are

members of our Society:

Title Exhibitor Award
“Czechoslovakia 1918-1938” Svatopluk Sablatura Vermeil
“Troubled Times in Bohemia 1620-1918” Lumir Brendl Vermeil
“Czechoslovakia 1945-1953” Frantifek Hutyra Large Silver
“Czechoslovak Forerunner Stamps 1918-1919” Franti¥ek Dvorik Silver

In the Literature Class, the following Czechoslovak material, all submitted by the Federation of
Czechoslovak Philatelists, received awards:
Title Award
Handbook of Czechoslovak Stamps and Entries Gold
Postmarks of 1918-1939 by E. Vototek

AND MORE ON BALPEX %0

We cannot resist the urge, so here are more pic-
tures received recently by your editor of the S.C.P.’s
goings-on at BALPEX 90. Inasmuch as your editor
was not present at the individual picture-taking, he
can only report what he heard others allege was
being said.

In fig. 1, Henry Hahn, the Society’s exhibition
chairman and a judge at the show, is purportedly
telling a group of complaining exhibitors: “Don’t
blame me that you didn’t win; blame the other

judge ”
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In fig. 2 (above), Anne Vondra is telling an absorbed Evelyn Lehecka: “Look at that young col-
lector over there ! Did you see his biceps 7”

In fig. 3 (above), Mirko Vondra remarks to a concerned Pavel Pitterman: *“The last time I tried
something like that in a place like this I lost my tooth.”

Fig. 4

Fig.5
In fig. 4 (above), Phil Freer strains to hear Dick Major burp his consent to a delicious meal.”

And in fig. 5 (above), Frantifek Hutyra tells his audience: “Let us all bow our heads in prayer”
while Henry Hahn demonstrates how it’s done.

THE CZECHOSLOVAK MUSIC SCENE
BOHUSLAV MARTINU (December 8, 1890—August 28, 1959)

by Gerald M. van Zanten
There are four giants in Czechoslovak musical composition. Three of them are well-known:
Bedrich Smetana (see Scott #386, 387), Antonin DvoFik (see Scott #460 to 463) and Leo JandZek
(see Scott #599 & 658 to 660). The fourth is yet to be “discovered” outside his homeland.
Bohuslav Martinu did not write in the heroic style of Smetana or in the lyric style of Dvofik and
certainly not in the dramatic drive of Jandtek. Like the man he was, Martinu’s music is low-key. In
this era when high decibel sound is the trademark of fame and success, Martinu must bide his time.
Born just one hundred years ago on December 3, 1890 in the same region as Smetana, in the vil-
lage of Politka in Eastern Bohemia (see fig. 1), Martinu spent a large part of his childhood in the
tower of St. James Church where his father was employed as fire watchman, tower keeper and bell
4



Fig. 1

ringer (see fig. 2). As a matter of fact, his actual birthplace was
the room above the belfry, some 193 steps up from street level.
Today that room houses a small museum dedicated to the com-
poser. (see fig. 3) His family lived there till 1900 before mov-
ing to a cottage in another part of Politka (see fig. 4). The
town's population was then about 5,000 inhabitants.

Fig. 2 ‘Fig. 3
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Poli¢ka was founded in the 13th cen-
¢ tury by royal decree of King Pfemysl
Otakar II. In 1307, it became a royal
| dowager town when Rudolf I “gave” it
to his consort, Queen Eliza, in lieu of
unpaid dowry. In 1421 during the
Hussite Wars, Jan Zi¥ka (see Scott #552
& 555) took possession of the town
which was on the side of the Utraquists,
or reformists. In the beginning of the
18th century, the town enjoyed its great-
est prosperity of which many Baroque
Fig. 4 buildings and art monuments survive to
this day. Among them, the Marian
Columns with its group of statues in the Great Square is perhaps the best example of Baroque
sculpture in the Bohemian and Moravian provinces.

Ferdinand Martinu, the tower keeper, saw to his son’s musical education by having him take vio-
lin lessons from the local tailor, Josef Cernovsky, whom Bohuslav cherished dearly throughout his
life. The young boy made rapid progress despite a natural reticence and soon he mastered the
studies of Beriot (1802—-1870) and Wieniawski (1835-1880). When he gave his first recital in 1905
at the age of 15, the people of Politka believed he was destined to become a virtuoso like Jan
Kubelik (1880-194Q), famed Czech violinist and composer and father of Raphael Kubelik, the
conductor.

In 1906, Bohuslav entered the Prague Conservatory which he never completed. He found it dif-
ficult to work under discipline. From 1910 until the
end of World War 1, he took up studies in earnest,
concentrating on the violin. He made a living as a
music teacher and played violin in the Czech
Philharmonic Orchestra, at that time under the baton
of the famous Viclav Talich (1883-1961). Up to
that point, he wrote a total of 109 compositions.
These were knmown as his early works.

When the war ended and Czechoslovakia became
an independent nation, Martinu wrote his first major
work, the “Czech Rhapsody” for large orchestra,
chorus, soloists and organ. The work was performed
by the Czech Philharmonic in Prague under the
direction of L.V. Celansky. Following this triumph,
he made orchestral tours of Italy, France and
Switzerland. For about a year, he studied under
Josef Suk (1874-1935). However, lack of concen-
tration once more got the better of him and his work
under Suk was broken off.

Shortly thereafter he won a scholarship in Paris
where he was atracted by all the excitement taking
place in the field of music. It was here that he met
his great teacher and life-long friend, Albert
Roussel (1869-1937), who had been a marine offi-
cer in Indo-China prior to becoming a noted French
composer. This led to his next two major symphon-
ic works, “Half Time” and “La Bagarre” (Turmoil)
in 1926.
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1926 was also the year in which he met Charlotte Quennehen, a young French girl from Picardy.
A simple dressmaker, she became his wife in 1931 and remained his devoted companion for the
rest of his life. For about 17 years after his scholarship ran out, he had very little means of support
and her hard work supplemented their meager income.

He tried his hand at opera and in 1928, “The Soldier and the Dancer” was performed in Brno. In
1932, his string quintet won him the Collidge Award in the U.S.A. Serge Koussevitsky
(1874-1951) of the Boston Symphony liked the work and encouraged him to continue writing.

The early 1930’s found Czech lyrical melodies prevailing in his works., His compositions
became broader in scope and encompassed operas, ballets and chamber music. Much of this was
motivated by his memories of home where he spent his holidays each year. These feelings were
expressed in such works as his ballet “Spali¥ek” (after fairy tales and nursery rhymes), his operas
“The Theater Beyond the Gate” and “The Miracle of Our Lady” and a radio broadcast opera called
“Comedy on the Bridge”. However, his greatest operatic achievement came in 1937 with his

,“Juliette or The Key to Dreams”. It is a story resplendent with poetry and fantasy.

As the Armies of the Third Reich swarmed over Europe in the late 193(0°s, Martinu no longer felt
safe. His music had been black-listed by the Nazis. On June 10, 1940, he and his wife escaped
from occupied Paris with a few belongings. After wandering about France for nine months, often
sleeping in railway stations, they made their way to Lisbon from where they left for the U.S. on the
SS Exeter, arriving in New York on March 31, 1941.

While in the U.S., he wrote his six symphonies. Of these, the Sixth, known as the Fantasies
Symphoniques, is generally acknowledged to be his greatest orchestral work. It was written in
1953 while he was residing in Jamaica on Long Island. Prior to that, he had lived in Middleburg,
Vermont; Lennox, Massachusetts; and Darien, Connecticut. Between the time he wrote his Second
and Third Symphonies, he composed a moving piece entitled “Memorial to Lidice”.

Misfortune struck again ! After accepting a summer teaching post at Tanglewood near Boston,

Massachusetts, he had to resign because of a serious fall which affected his hearing and nervous
system for several years. He spent a holiday in Switzerland and France during 1948 before return-
ing to New York in the autumn to take up a composition chair at Princeton University. He
remained there for three years, during which time he composed some 15 chamber works and two
‘television operas called “What Men Live By” and “The Marriage”. From 1953 to 1955, he lived in
Nice, Italy, where he commenced work on a comic opera, “Mirandolina”, as well as a series of
chamber cantatas. Then he again returned to the U.S. to teach at the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia.
After a year, he accepted a professorship at the American Academy in Rome. Here he began work on
“The Rock”, a symphonic preludium which he completed later in Switzerland. This was followed by a
cycle of chamber cantatas.

In 1958, he was admitted to the Hospital in Basle, Switzerland for treatment of cancer. While com-
valescing in Liestal, he completed his last two operas “The Greek Passion” and “Adriadne™. He was
about to finish a cantata for voices and instruments entitled “The Prophecy of Isaiah™ when he suc-
cumbed to his illness. He died on Friday, August 28, 1959, after writing a total of 276 major works
since the conclusion of World War L.

Though his works are occasionally played in this country, his fame as an outstanding modern com-
poser flourishes in Europe, especially in England. There his Sixth Symphony is considered a modem
masterpiece and his “Field Mass”, composed in France in 1939 during the dark days of World War IT in
honor of the Czechoslovak Army in exile, an outstanding work of beauty and solemnity.

Along what lines did Martinu’s tastes run ? Musically, he found Germany’s Richard Wagner
(1813-1883) “dull and boring”. But he was extremely intrigued by Richard Strauss’ (1864-1949) clever
orchestrations not only in his symphonic tone poems, but also in his operas “Der Rosenkavalier” and
“Elektra”, But the composers whose music seemed to influence him most were Claude Debussy
(1862-1918) of France and Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971) of Russia. Much of his music contains hints of
both.

Philatelically, Czechoslovakia has issued only two stamps honoring Martinu so far (see fig. 5). The
first of these, a caricature of sorts, was part of a set of three art stamps issued on August 20, 1965 just
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six years after his death on what
would have been close to his 75th
birthday. It was designed by O.
Jane&ek and engraved by Josef
Her¢ik (see SPECIALIST,
June/July 1990, page 3/4). The
second stamp was part of a set of
six famous leaders and writers
honoring UNESCO and issued
early this year. The 50h shows
Karel Capek (1890-1938); anoth-
Fig. 5 er 50h shows Thomas Masaryk
’ (1850-1937); the 1k. shows V.I.
Lenin (1870-1924); the 2k. has Emile Zola (1840-1902); the 3k. has Jaroslav Heyrovsky (1890-1967);
and the 10k. bears a likeness of Bohuslav Martinu. They were all designed by A. Brnunovsky, but only
the Martinu stamp was engraved by Josef Herdik.

CZECHOSLOVAK FIELD POST IN THE SOVIET UNION

by Dr. Walter J. Rauch
Part Il
(This is the third and final installment of this article as continued from the November issue).
Fig. 19 shows a replica of a packet card sent by Marja Sirc, a Czechoslovak nursing sister in Kiev,
to herself at the village of Dorostai Cheshskie.
The S4tetek in Fig. 20 was sent by Josef Vesely through Field Post No. 01387 G on 18 January
1945 to his namesake at the Town Council at Hrusvica Cesk4 (now Hrushvitsa Druh4) Rivne District,

‘Western Ukraine.
[ Fig. 21 shows a military patriotic card sent by
Post No. 38032 Ud (originally First Czechoslovak
hodow — SU\PL\LO‘«_: ) :;.No a)o‘qomaﬁm (originally

43 Mmuwekut] Infantry Brigade. But on 1 August 1944 it was

( ek )| assigned to the First Czechoslovak Artillery

M\;}m Me _JY‘\ 0o ,\M ‘ swawed  Regiment). Addressed to a relative in the village

i, P of Moskovshchina, Mlyniv District, Rivne

b & o TRWW g Province, Western Ukraine, it passed through
(O Q e '\10 &MQML“%(“L e \L '_'__: Mlyniv on 11 February 1945.
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There were Ukrainians serving in the Polish
Fig. 19 the Czech-speaking areas of Rivne and Volyn

Legion formed in the USSR, including some from
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Provinces. The packet detailed in Fig. 22A was addressed and sent by N. Mikhalyuk through Soviet
Field Post No. 63409 (serving a Polish unit) to Josef Sirc at the village of Dorostai Cheshskie, Mlyniv
District, Rivne Province, Western Ukraine. Note the Polish Military Censorship No. 123 marking.

Another packet addressed by the same sender to the same addressee and bearing the same Soviet
Field Post number (but different handwriting!), together with Polish postage of 3 zloty and examined
by the Polish Military Censorship No. 525 is shown in Fig. 22B.
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Fig. 23A shows a 20-kop. Soviet card, sent by a civilian in the village of Mirohoshcha, via Dubno
P.O. 2 February 1945 to Field Post No. 38032 K (First Czechoslovak Infantry Brigade).

Fig. 23B shows yet another 20-kop. card sent by a civilian to the front, this time from Rovno/Rivne
in Western Ukraine on 25 March 1945 to Field Post No. 53230 (First Czechoslovak Army Corps).

Illustrated in Fig. 24A is a military patriotic card sent towards the end of March 1945 by
Vjateslay Danda through Field Post No. 52081 (Artillery Workshops attached to the Fifth
Czechoslovak Artillery Regiment) to a relative in the village of Hul'®a Ce¥ska, Zdolbuniv District,
Rivne Province, Western Ukraine.
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PRESIDENT BENES VE LVOVE

adent republiky dr. E. Bened dorazil s pani Beeloron oa evé
o viasti do Lvova, Presidenta doproviaeli def protokoly komisaridly
iti MoloCkov a gen. mjr. Kutuzov. Na lvorskem nidrall’ ph-
presdents Beosse zdstupei mistoich ifadi.

‘dent repabliky wfind kedthy projev, ve kierdu prasil: sNa cestd,
Jsem Jol a kierd spojuje ob& pafe zemd, bude brzj rahdjesa fivd
toi foprava, Narody mé zemé budou peustdle pesiloval pRatelstei
uli velkymni sousedy & po dosaiemi vitézsivi budon budoval $asinon
ngal.

Videnské Nové Mésto*vzato

« Stalin vedal viera rotkan miresovawy velilell 3. ukrajin-
wnty, mariile Tolbuchinovi o niteloikovi  Stabu f").llfg!].‘l
vanovovi. Pravi v néuw;
ska 3 ukralinské fromty zmocnila se v disledku ofensivy
‘ch Jedpolek a pécholy 3. dubna, ma dzemi Rakouska, primy-
) mésla a velke ielezniloi kisZovatky Videdského Nového Més-
wést Eisenstadt, Neunkirchen- a-Gloggnita— disditich
‘b bodl oémecké obrany pa pfistupech k Vidni.
iy, ktere se nejvice rasloudily, byly navrieay k vyznawendni Fidy.
vavadalag 21, hod. svdjhold vitbzoym vojskdm 12 salvamize 124 dil.

CREMNICA OSVOBOZENA

Iniciativa
a vojenskad bystrosf

B.— Na =voje) bojove] cosie na-
8 vojaci zocelill 2 v bojoch. Na-
utili 53 dreil oeprialela s arifazif.
Yojaci a dOstojuici brigdy pplk. 8.
v poslednyeh bajoch wkdzali, fe ve-
dia wepriatelfa bif podfa vistkych
pravidiel doeuchy vojéssiéiio ume-
gia. Pouleni bobalfmi bojovimi
shisencsfami  vedia riefit paj-
ko:nplikovane)ile bojové ilohy a
spisobufd vepriateTori smrielné ide-
ry, Gim priblitufi bodivu Jebo d-
plného rozdrrenia.

Y riefedi bojovjych dloh miel

. Zabldoy. Yelky vyioam, oajmd pri

oadich podimieakach borského teréna,
mé imicrabive 3 rojeushd bystrost
vojaka.

Jeden pds pripor viedol urputaf
boj s hitlerovcawi. Ked prerazil
obraou oepriatela, rdzoe utolil ua
kit 0. Ardak s prave) strany oe-

24B. It went

A military patriotic letter-sheet from the same correspondence appears in Fig.
through the Field Post Service on 4 April 1945 and Zdolbuniv on 17 April 1945.

The text of the card in Fig. 25A was written entirelv in Czech and sent by Vja&eslav Linga on 8
April 1945 through Field Post No. 52040 (Czechoslovak Pioneer Battalion) addressed to his grand-
mother in the village of Krupa-Hranytsa, Teremno District, Volyn Province, Western Ukraine.

Shown above is an excerpt from the first page of the central daily newspaper “For a Free
Czechoslovakia” of the First Czechoslovak Army Corps in the USSR, issue No. 89 for
Wednesday, 4 April 1945. The slogan at top right reads “Death to the invaders and traitors”. It has
notes about the arrival of President Dr. Eduard Bene§ in L'vov/L'viv, the capture of Wiener
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Fig. 25a



DECEMBER 1990

P Xg g< B R e SRV | E
i §§;\E Ei?g‘x@ &:\'\“é ‘c s [ Ljﬁﬂ(é})x@e‘)' i
PRNE i;'f K4, B \E 8 Obcachae Hot o
ib" oy ‘!\l;._,_ & e y g R .'f;\ i j .-'(é//:/'/x';j-ﬂ/;/mwatf
X\ b RRT 1-»‘ 5 qoue s § y T £
AR NN 4 R IR RR | b g L ffencneo £
Cn ond DANY SRS oy
oo K E B gt it ;
ISR e
& L N5 17 el O -
' } ?l‘ti\ﬁ S e ¢ =
E o qremere® b b
N Fug™ :a\}-% 1 &
= — -

%

Neustadt, the liberation of
Kremnica (all in the left
column and in Czech),
while the column at right is
in Slovak and deals with
initiative and military acu-
men.

Another card seen in
Fig. 25B was sent by a
civilian through Dubno-2
P.O. on 26 April 1945, via
the Soviet Military Postal
Sorting Point No. 38 (?) on
29 April 1945 to Field Post
No. 38032 K (First
Czechoslovak Infantry
Brigade, Armored Defense
Regiment).

With the collapse and
surrender of the Third
Reich, we now enter the
post-war period. A card
sent from Prague on 23
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Fig. 29a Fig. 29b

May 1945 through Field Post No. 38032 Uc (First Czechoslovak Army Brigade) to a relative in
Mirohosta-Cesk4, Dubno District, Rivne Province, Western Ukraine is shown in Fig. 26A. The
message is in Czech.

Another card, this time sent on 24 May 1945 from Tur&iansky Svity Martin by Josef Novak
through Field Post No. 38032 Ub to his parents in the village of Moskovshchina, Mlyniv District,
Rivne Province, Western Ukraine is the subject of Fig. 26B.

Fig. 27 is a reproduction of an official announcement from the Command of the Czechoslovak
Army Corps in the USSR under No. 364 and dated June 1945, advising Antonin Krbec in the vil-
lage of Kvasilov Cesky, Rivne Province, Western Ukraine that his son, Vladimir, a soldier in the
Czechoslovak Army Corps in the USSR had fallen on 23 November 1944 and was buried at Dukla
Pass. The document was signed in Czech by Lt. Stridnsky and a cachet inscribed in Russian
“Czechoslovak Military Unit in the USSR” was applied. This letter cachet could also have been
applied to military mail to denote free franking.

Fig. 28A and B shows the front and back of an unusual military cover from the immediate post-
war period, posted by a Czech serviceman at Slovice, Western Bohemia on 12 June 1945 and
addressed to Private Jindfich Sedlaek. The letter’s field post number was filled in as 93442
(Armored Brigade) and it went to Military Postal Sorting Point No. 1 in Moscow (!). It is marked
at front center “Unknown at the 5th. Company” in Czech.

With the end of WWII, many of the Volhynian Czechs and members of the Svoboda Army were
settled in the Zatec district of Northwest Bohemia (in the former Sudetenland). Fig. 29 shows a
card sent by Emiljan Sebek on 18 June 1945 through E-P No. 38032 B (1st Czechoslovak Infantry
Brigade) and the P.O. at Kadai to his parents in Zdolbuniv, Rivne Province, Western Ukraine.

Fig. 29B shows another card sent from Knyahynyno, Volyn Province on 3 August 1945 to F-P
No. 53230 (Czechoslovak Army Corps Staff) and with decoding in Czech “Hlavni Stab/Skpt.
Mesner” (General Staff, Staff Captain Mesner).
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DECEMBER 1990
POSTSCRIPT

As noted in the preface to Part I published in the October SPECIALIST, this article first
appeared in the June 1988 issue of YAMSHCHIK, no. 22. It is a compilation of the highlights of
Dr. Rauch’s prize-winning collection.

Andrew Cronin was editor of YAMSHCHIK at the time and, at the end of the article, he wrote a
commentary in which he stated that “more work needs to be done on the postal history of the Czech
minority in the Rivne and Volyn Provinces of Western Ukraine.” In Fig. 30A and 30B, he offered
examples of “the front and back of a reply card sent almost on the eve of the Nazi attack on the USSR
from Dubno, Rivne Province on 25 April 1941 to Kazimir Oremba, POW from the former Polish Army
at Stalag IX-C in Germany. When we turn the card over, we find that the message from his relatives
Véra and Milenka is in Czech.”

In line with Mr. Cronin’s commentaries, Dr. Rauch has in fact expanded his collection and we hope
eventually to bring you examples of additional material he acquired.

A COVER’S WITNESS TO HISTORY
by Vladimir Bubdk

The Munich Accord of 1938, such as it was, provided Nazi Germany with the annexation of the
Sudeten districts of Czechoslovakia. Annexation began on October 1 of that year and took almost six
months to complete. Many books and articles were written about those events which go down in history
as the “policy of appeasement”. Actually, it was nothing more than a desertion and betrayal of
Czechoslovakia by its then allies, France and England. Philatelically, the rape of a democratic country
such as Czechoslovakia is graphically illustrated by Czech stamps of the period overprinted with
swastikas and various inscriptions such as “Wir Sind Frei”, etc. Much of this propaganda material can
be found on the market even today. But of significantly greater interest from the period of Nazi occupa-
tion are the non-philatelic and non-political items such as the one shown here.

et e oy

lmmlm«mcn ljdu\w”

I*erdmand F:%cher Sgb

Terh .gﬂ'

Fig. 1
13



THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST

Validity of Czechoslovak postage stamps in a ten to one ration (ten pfennigs to one Czech crown) in
the Sudeten territory ended by October 19, 1939. The cover in fig. 1 was posted in the city of
Reichenberg (Liberec) on the last day of its validity at 5 PM. Because postoffices closed at 6 PM, this is
probably one of the last possible examples of Czech stamps used in this territory during the occupation.
It is interesting to note the removal of the Czech name of “Liberec” from the hand cancel. The name of
“Liberec” was not restored to mail usage until seven years later when Hitler's Third Reich was finally
defeated. Collecting Sudetenland material is fascinating as postal history for a philatelist. It includes not
only Czechoslovakia and Germany, but Poland and Hungary as well. But for the people of all three
nations—Czechoslovakia, Poland and Hungary—philatelic material such as this rekindles many tragic
memories that will never be obliterated.

(Ed. Note—Of interest to collectors is also the fact that by the time the German Amy surrendered,
there were officially no Czech stamps left for use in postoffices throughout Czechoslovakia. By that
time, German stamps were the only valid means of franking mail. Though this was quickly remedied,
many private overprints appeared on German stamps. Two examples are shown in fig. 2 The First one
reads “C.S.R. - 9/5/45 - Usti Nad Labem”. The Second reads: “C.S.R. - U.S.A. emancipated Pilsen -
6/5/1945”. And so, almost seven years later, the tables had completely turned.)

TE OF

Our members are alerted to a new Presidential Order issued in
Prague recently. Effective January 1, 1991, the Czech crown is
demonetized from 15.5 k&s. to 24 k&s. per American dollar for pur-
poses of business and commercial transactions. Those of you who
may be selling, buying or exchanging philatelic material with collec-
tors in Czechoslovakia are urged to take into account this new rate of
exchange. The tourist rate of 29 1/4 k¢s. to a dollar remains
unchanged.
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AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
FOR OUR MEMBERS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

1 zAfi 1990 rada schvilila zmé&nu v rozvrhu této publikace. Od p¥i¥tiho roku, bude Zasopis tistén
Sestkrdt roéng (kaZdy druhy mé&sic) misto mésicné, deset krat roén&. Zirdta &tyt isel Casopisu bude
nahrazena zvySenim po&tu stran v ka¥dém ¢&isle na 24 misto dosavadnich 16 stran. Vyjima
neoCekavané krize, bude kaZdé cislo obsahovat alespon 20 stran.

Diivod této zmény je o¥ekdvané nejvEtSi zvySeni poStovnich sazeb v d&jindch Spojenych Stini.
Kromé toho, inflace spiisobila zvy¥eni ceny papini, tisku a jinych sluZeb. BohuZel, musime si zvy-
knout na tuto situaci.

Rada fediteld souhlasi Ze by zvyseni &lenskych poplatkd zpisobilo velkou §kodu nagi
Spoletnosti. Doufime tedy, Ze &lenové pochopi, Ze jedind alternativa je rozhodnuti publikovat na
Casopis kaZdy druhy mésic.

"

NOMINATION TO THE BOARD

To: The President of S.C.P. — Charles Chesloe
8300 South Wolf Road

Willow Springs, Il 60480
The undersigned hereby nominates:

Name Member no.
to serve as a member of the Board of Directors of the Society for Czechoslovak Philately, Inc.

for a term of six (6) years commencing immediately following election in 1991.

Nominator Member no. Date

Nominator Member no. Date
_____________________________ (Donotwrite below thiskine) _ _ ___ ___________________ ]

Nomination certified by —

RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP

O $18.00 - annual dues/Regular Membership Foreign Members, add:

O $30.00 - annual dues/Patron Membership (includes bound O $ 5.00 - Surface mailing
volume of Specialist for two subscription years) O $10.00 - Air Mail postage

O $ 3.00 - Youth Membership - under 18 years of age
O Contribution (Tax Deductible) Total Enclosed: $

PLEASE PRINT: Name: MembershipNo.
Street:

City: State: Zip:

Please fill out, cut out, and enclose with payment
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