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POSTAL REFORM ORDER DURING MARIA
THERESIA’S REIGN

By Henry Hahn

Students of postal history of lands that were eventually to become part of the first
Czechoslovak Republic are generally familiar with the decree issued by Ferdinand in
1526 establishing postal service in the Bohemian Lands.

Most basic refinements in the rules and procedures governing postal operations were
promulgated significantly later by issuance of postal patents and regulations of March 8,
1672, April 16, 1695, and finally in Maria Theresia’s ninth year of reign, on December
14, 1748. The frontis piece of the original issue of the latter is illustrated in Fig. 1. It
updates rules under which postal administrations and postmasters were to operate. It
requires that the postillon must be honest, trustworthy and Catholic. It specifies horses
and vehicles to be used. It sets fines for various violations and establishes priorities.
While somewhat general in dealing with specific issues, it nevertheless served as the
basic regulation up to February 8, 1772. )

The decree of 1772 was issued in response to massive abuse of the regulations of
1672, 1695 and 1748. The frontis piece of this rather comprehensive document is
illustrated in Fig. 2. It cites complaints of abuses and disorders that had crept into the
postal service. It mentions violations of postal patents and expresses extreme displea-
sure with the abuses and excesses by postal employees. The full document is
subdivided into ten (10) paragraphs, each addressed to a separate issue. Warnings and
in some instances fines levied against violators — whether postal employees of the
public — are included. In brief, they read as follows:

Paragraph 1 — Except for royal customers, their servants or the courts, trunks,
boxes, or crates “which encumber the ordinary mail” shall not be accepted by
postmasters. Mailers must bring these directly to the mail coaches. Also, nobody
must ride with the “ordinary mail” except “well known and accredited persons.”
Paragraph 2 — Postmasters must not be charged for their premises “beyond what
they owe as taxes on the serviceable houses and lands that they possess.” They
must also not be asked to perform any services as part of their rent.
Paragraph 3 — Nobody except postal employees may carry ordinary mail.
Passengers must refrain from interfering with the mail. They must not inflict
“blows or wounds.” Those found guilty are to be subject to fine or corporal
punishment. A traveler must not let the servant sitting on the coachman's seat to
have any whips or sticks (which excess continues, according to trustworthy
reports) and the servants are “wont to keep striking with big whips at both the
postboy and the horses and consequently to gallop the latter almost out of breath
and to overdrive them.”
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On the other hand, postmasters are to transport promptly and well the parties
traveling by post, as soon as they arrive at their station. If not, the postmaster
may be fined 10 florins.

Paragraph 4 — Postmasters and mail-forwarders shall be spared when soldiers
pass through from all billeting at their posthouses, guard duties, and other
burdens. However, if the postmasters simultaneously carry out a civilian
occupation, then they shall be liable for the payments which are required of the
citizens but remain free of billeting or the billet tax.

Paragraph 5 — Nobody may take (postal) horses from the stable or compel a
postmaster to do so with “insulting words, threats, blows, kicks, wounds, or in
some other unbecoming manner.” The fine for such an act is 100 florins, and
those unable to pay shall be liable to undergo bodily punishment.

Paragraph 6 — If persons of distinction or even common folk traveling by post
need more horses than are available, then local authorities must help the postal
service and/or urge the citizens to lend the needed horses for a fee to be paid by
the postmaster. The fee is 6Kr per horse on a single post, 9Kr on 1V2 posts, etc.

Also, passengers must not send a postal rider ahead from the penultimate stop
to secure lodgings — as has been the (illegal) practice. Howevee, such a horse and
rider may be provided if he and the stage leave at the same ume. This insured

that the rider and horse did not have to suffer 4—5 hours without food and
fodder.




Paragraph 7 — Postmasters are given the authority to demand removal of
obstructions on post roads and to keep them open and in good condition. Posts
are also given the right to take byways and even cross private territory and
peasants “are not to dare to make them the least trouble” ... Yet, it is
understood that only in extreme emergencies are the post servants to travel
through the byways and ridges, and perhaps even break through hedges.
Otherwise they are to be severely punished and the postmasters will take
responsibility for any such excesses by their postillions and servants.
Paragraph 8 — To avoid abuse of postal horses, postmasters are not to accept for
carriage by post trunks, chests, or valises weighing over 40 pounds or at most 60
pounds, depending on the horse. Horses must be changed at each post and
anyone abusing a horse will be accountable to the postmaster.
Paragraph 9 — Stagecoach drivers and horsemen belonging to feudal estates
must no longer carry mail. This was edicted in 1748 but apparently not strictly
enforced. Henceforth, violators would be punished 1 florin per letter and 4
florins per parcel, except in emergencies which must be declared to the
postmaster.

Mail carriers must not permit servaats to board with valises attached to them.

Mail carriers must not abandon the mails. They may not take “another
opportunity” until they have stayed 3 days in one Place. Innkeepers, citizens and
peasarnits may not carry travelers on post roads for money. However, such citizens
may convey a post passenger for pay to the nearest post stop.
Paragraph 10 — Authorities and citizenry must provide dwellings and stables for
new post offices to be established or moved. The postmasters may only be
charged reasonable amounts and given help in meeting their needs.

The posts were generally spaced 12 to 13 miles* and the document applied to all
routes leaving or terminating in Vienna, Prague, Brunn, Troppau (Opava), Linz, Gratz,
Lanbach, Klagenfurt, Gorz and Triest.

Postal documents of the type described here provide our best insight into postal
services of days long gone by. We never cease to marvel at the detail to which postal
service was regulated and at the broad authority and responsibility granted postmasters.
Moreover, the documents in their original printing represent a great deal of dignified
beauty and should be included in serious postal history collections.

*1 Austrian mile equals about 7.5 Km.

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM SOCIETY

Forgeries of Czechoslovak Postage Stamps ) _
The English translation edition is fully illustrated and contains a wealth of detail for
detecting forgeries of First Republic issues.
8 TOme Postpaid $22.50

The Monografie Series . _
We have a limited supply of these invaluable and extensive treatments of special
areas. Printed in Czech language. Postpaid.

Volume 3 - Issues of 1923-9 including postal paper $25.00
Volume 4 - Airmails, Postage Dues, Newspaper Stamps 1918-39 $22.00
Volume 13 - Cancellations to 1918 $22.00
Volume 14 - Cancellations to 1918 $22.00
Volume 16 - Part 1 - Cancellations of 1918-20 period $22.00
Volume 16 - Part 2 - Cancellations of 1918-20 period $22.00
Order from:

Society for Czechoslovak Philarely
217 Hazel Avenue
Westhield, New Jersey 07090



NEW ISSUES

By G. M. van Zanten — Courtesy ARTIA of Prague

On the 11th September 1986 two commemorative stamps were issued in the series
“HISTORICAL MOTIFS OF BRATISLAVA.”

The stamps were designed by the Slovak artist Ivan Schurmann, and contrary to
earlier information, printed as usual in sheets of 4 stamps. The size of the pictorial part
is 50x40mm. Printing by the Post Printing Office in Prague.

3 K& — shows the 15th century Sigismund Gate, entrance to the castle
grounds, bearing the name of the Hungarian, Roman and Czech king
and later Roman emperor of the Luxembourg dynasty; he lived from
1361 to 1437.

The engraver was Milo$ Ondric¢ek. Colors: black, brown-red and
blue.

4 K&s — features a theme from the interior of the castle. It is a tile in rich re-
lief depicting St. Margaret with a lamb, which bears witness to the
gentle character of this popular patron saint.

The engraver was once again Milo§ Ondriek. Colors: black,
brown-red and green.

Both stamps bear the usual emblem of Bratislava. F.D.C. cachet shows part of the
Bratislava castle with a spreading tree in the foreground.

BRATISLAVSKY HRAD

On the 18th of September 1986 a set of five stamps appeared t blicize “THE
PROTECTION OF NATURE-BIRDS.” ps appe o publicize




The stamps were designed by Hana Cépova, typographical layout by Zbyn&k Koévar,
Stamps are in sheets of 50 and the rotary recess printing process, combined with
multicolor photogravure, was employed. The picture part of the stamps is 30X23mm.
Printing by the Post Printing Office in Prague, There are 3 F.D.C.’s with the set.

50 h shows the great eagle-owl - Bubo bubo engraver Josef Heré&ik
2 Kis shows the horned owl — Asio otus " Milo$ Ondritek
3 K&s shows the tawney owl — Strix aluco " Milo§ Ondriek
4 K¢s shows the barn owl —~ Tyto alba " Viclav Fajt
5 K& shows the screech owl — Asio flam-

meus " Josef Hertik

Fauna protection in Czechoslovakia is very strict and all owls are protected.

On the 1st October 1986 was issued a sheet containing 2 stamps measuring
50%40mm to commemorate: “THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE INTERNA-
TIONAL BRIGADES IN SPAIN.”

Typographical layout by Jan Solpera, engraver Viclav Fajt. Multicolour fat recess
print was employed by the Post Printing Office in Prague.

5 Ké&s — stamp designed by Vladimir Sychra (1903—1963) brings to mind an
anti-war composition in the form of a very intensely effective picture
for the curtain of the avant-garde D37 theatre in Prague. This theatre
was founded by Emil Franti¥ek Burian, an outstanding theatrical ex-
pert, dramaturgist, director, composer and publicist.

With the stamp comes one F.D.C. The postmark on this shows a
head with a bugle.

S
50 VYROCT MEZINARODNICH BRIGAD VE SPANELSKU

On the 6th October 1986, four commemorative stamps were issued to commemo-
rate: “CZECHOSLOVAK RAIL VEHICLES.”

A o=l — o N
| Y Rt~ Lo it~ =
MOTOROVA LOKOMOTIVA BADY T488.1 ] LTHEY MOTOROVY VUT RABY M 152.0




Design of the stamps, as well as engraving, are the work of Jiff Bouda. The stamps are
printed in sheets of 50 units. The rotary recess print, combined with multicolour
photogravure, was employed by the Post Printing Office in Prague. The picrorial part of
the stamps is 40X 23mm. There are 2 F.D.C.’s with the set.

Jiti Bouda is the son of National Artist Professor Cyril Bouda, painter, illustrator and
foremost designer of Czechoslovak postage stamps, now deceased.

50 h — depicts the KT8 three-part large capacity tram
(Historical picture: the motor vehicle of a Prague tram from 192?)
1 Ké&s — shows an electric shunting locomotive from the E458.1 series
(Historical picture: local railway locomotive production 1882~
1913)
3 K& — represents a motor locomotive of the T466.2 series
(Historical picture: a locomotive manufactured from 1900—-1924)
5 K& — depicts a light motor vehicle from the M152.0 series
(Historical picture: the so-called rail bus, manufactured from 1930-
1935)

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: We continue to experience difficulty obtaining timely
and complete information on New Issues from Prague. Until such information is sent
to New Issue editor Gerald van Zanten on an advance basis, he shall report on an “as
available” basis.

FROM THE LITERARY EDITOR’S STOCK
BOOK

By Henry Hahn

Our frequent author and correspondent from Pardubice, Czechoslovakia RNDr
Miroslav Vostatek has sent us two interesting photographs which add further insight to
two popular areas of collecting.

The first is of the inside of the main post office of the Siberian Legion Field Post —
which was a converted box car — and shows the Commander of the Czechoslovak and
Allied Field Posts in Siberia, Capt. Antonin Novotny (standing). Novotny was born in
Nachod and on his return from Siberia he provided much of the information we have
on Legion Mail via a booklet he published.




The second photograph shows an Austro/Hungarian Railway Series 310 engine
pulling a postal wagon. The picture dates from about 1900. The wagon is marked K.K.
Post/C.K. Posta and the location is in Wallern (Volary).
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AN UNUSUAL SLOGAN CANCEL
A reader in Czechoslovakia has sent us the tracing of a slogan cancel, shown below,
and wonders whether a similar slogan cancel is in the possession of any U.S. collectors.

0ZnaculiTe
SVE TELEGRAMY

DO AMERIKY
Via*"RADIO PRAHA

wA U

G, "RADIO-PRAHAN
’% JEJEDINE PRIME_

——/ ) RADIOVE SPOJEN!
CSR S AMERIKOU

He is also interested in any background information pertaining to the subject. The
slogan cancel reads:

.

MARK “RADIO-PRAHA”
YOUR TELEGRAMS IS THE ONLY DIRECT
TO AMERICA RADIO CONNECTION
VIA “RADIO PRAHA” BETWEEN CSR AND AMERICA
Please direct your response to the Literary Editor.
H.H.

NEW MEMBERS

1478 BISHOP, Dwight, 16434 Shamhart Drive, Granada Hills, CA 91344
1479 SERILLA, Stephen D., 5211 E. Coronado Circle, Phoenix, AZ 85044



ROCKING THE BOAT — #2

By Frank W. Julsen

You might put this down to sheer envy on my part: [ can't find, nor could I probably
afford to buy, copies of the 4 Ké&s and the 10 K¢s granite paper POSTA 1919 varieties,
considered as premier Czechoslovakia items most sought-after by specialists.

All this was brought to mind the other day when, at a local stamp shop, 1 was
thumbing through the Czechoslovakia section of a very large, very comprehensive
general collection that ended with issues of the late 1940&s. Lo and behold! There was
a 10 K¢s POSTA 1919 on granite paper, a used copy with an indistinguishable
postmark!

After recovering from a near-coronary, | examined the stamp thoroughly and was not
really too surprised to learn it was a rather well-made forgery. Such experiences have
occurred with me in the past, so I didn’t go out to the parking lot and shoot myself.

Seriously, it brought to mind a conversation I had had not too long ago with one of
the truly knowledgeable members of Czech philately, Charley Chesloe, who had ticked
off some points about these stamps that cast serious doubt on their authenticity so far as
having been regularly issued POSTA 1919 stamps. We recalled some of the back-
ground regarding these issues: as a result of a proclamation to all post offices within the
new Republic, all unsold remainders of Austria and Hungary stamps were to be
returned forthwith to Prague. Most, if not all of these stamps, we know, were
overprinted with the POSTA 1919 CESKOSLOVENSKA text and placed on sale at
S0 over face value. Usage was to be confined, incidently, to domestic mail, although |
have seen some registered mail covers with these and other values to the United States
and other countries. We also should point out that there were at least two groups of
these overprinted stamps — those overprinted and sold in relatively large quantities
and those not regularly issued because there were only few copies available for
overprinting (in some cases less than 100), not enough for regular sale. The latter made
their way eventually into the philatelic market through certain, favored channels.

Among the stamps returned to Prague from the post offices, there were fairly
substantial quantities of the 4 K in light and dark green and the.10 K stamps in light and
dark violet on “ordinary” paper. As for these two values on granite paper, they were
issued in Austria in the Spring of 1919 (you could “look it up,” as they say in baseball)
and never saw the inside of a Czech post office.! And of course there was no reason for
the Czech postal authorities to order these two new varieties from the Austrians just to
overprint them with the POSTA 1919 text. (It should also be pointed out that over the
years I have yet to find an un-overprinted 4 K or 10 K granite paper with a Czech
postmark).

All this leads to the probability that these two varieties are at best essays that were
struck off for some private reason and eventually found their way into the philatelic
marketplace. For otherwise, with the abundance of these two values on regular paper,
what was the sense of even printing examples on granite paper stamps which had to be
brought in from Austria?

One answer might be that, as we well know, there were many unusual things
happening in those days: controls within the printing office were literally nonexistent,
witness the abundance of double, triple, inverted, sideways and backwards, on gum
side, etc., overprints existing within the POSTA 1919 category. Thus, there were many
opportunities for some of the contemporary philatelic opportunists to engineer the
creation of “rare varieties” which were then sold to anxious and trusting buyers, We
even have the episode of forged granite paper 4 Ké&s and 10 Kés stamps being added
(later) to genuine covers and then postmarked, surreptitiously we must assume, with a
genuine canceller. (Cf, the January 1986 issue of The Czechoslovak Spectalist.)

Only after the production of postage stamps came under Civil Service was the
situation corrected, but by that time the damage had been done.

10n the other hand, the common 2 K and 3 K Austrian granite paper varieties had been issued
about one year earlier, and thus were available in quantity for the POSTA overprint.



One must wonder why, if the 4 K¢s and 10 K& granite paper varieties were officially
authorized, only ten and fifteen copies of each value respectively are recorded by the
eminent scholar Ing. Jan Kardsek? If they in fact had been officially authorized for
regular sale and use, one would expect more than a dozen or so copies to have survived.
And why cannot we find a few genuinely postmarked examples? Equally puzzling is the
absence of a complete set of both stamps, both types, in the Postmuseum Prague? One
would expect that examples of these, as with other stamps, would have come to the
official files at the time they were “issued.” (Another nice touch is the 4 Ké&s in the
Postmuseum with reversed overprint.)

In essence, these and some other POSTA 1919 items fail the basic test of a
legitimately issued stamp: was it generally available to the public for regular postal use?

All of this is very intriguing, although none of the above of course can be undeniably
proved — especially at this late date. In deference to my good friends who possess
examples of these granites my purpose simply is to raise a question that I am certain has
crossed the minds of many of our fellow philatelists, Meanwhile, these two granite
paper varieties will occupy places at the head of the table in Czech philately.

MEMBERSHIP DUES
A gentle reminder to those who
have not as yet used the handy
mailing envelope provided in
the November issue: we need
your support!

CHARLEY’S CORNER

(Continued from October ssue)

Fig. 24 shows a souvenir card distributed at a Czechoslovak bazaar in New York
during the period November 26-29, 1942. These types of affairs were held to raise
money for refugees and the exiled government.

Qzech - American
Nutioral Alliance of America
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The next two items, Figs. 25 and 26, represent covers cancelled in Joliet, Illinois,
May 22, 1943, to commemorate the building of the village Lidice, Just outside of
Peoria. Present at the ceremony was president Edward Bene$. Also, Fig. 27 shows a
souvenir cover honoring Lidice and is additionally autographed by President Benes.

At a reception in Chicago on May 23, 1943, honoring the President Benes the
following sovvenir card, autographed, was issued (Fig. 28).
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LIDiCE LIVESE

LIDICE, ILL, 1. §. A, - MAY 22, 1043,

Vydsno Cs. Pomocnym Vborem
Published by Czechoslovak Relief
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Figure 25

70 CC1i1i7 22N ATE THE VISIT OF
DR. EDVARD BENES

President of the Czechoslovak Republic.

LIDICE LIVES!

LIDICE, ILL.,, U. S. A. - MAY 22, 1943.

Figure 26
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DR. EDUARD BENES,
president Ceskoslovenské Republiky,
ndvitivou v U. 8. A,

St e oo



__ ﬁ . , ¥ . . . s -

> i 5 ﬁw@w S

w,, - bRl N..Aa - __ \ .
; B s o _ ) . o.h»nm.ﬁpmmcmn&

"

[
- b s o — -

| | e 9 - IVIC ¥IV VIA
TR N | 8258 MYy :
- - ;

[T B

EXAMINER 212

———

..

HO *QNYTHIATTD _ | 43 NOLDNINYEY o
! . s g e Ty - e . - s v . ‘M
., enusAy TAuIey LTETT N 5 &
"y _ e , NI i !
YN S VIIVN TR ; "




An interesting cover is illustrated below, being a First Day Cover for the Czechoslo-
vakia stamp of the “Overrun Nations” series, decorated with a handpainted cachet

memorializing Lidice.

»DVE WALLRSE 4gh o =

Vipuo Vuligadi

’ e

esp——_—

DAY

Reduced

MR » FRANK J. LYN'

6 DUDLEY HE

Figure 29

Now we will jump across the Atlantic Ocean and take up activities of the
Czechoslovak Field Post in England, beginning with (part of) a large registered letter
sent to the United States (Fig. 30). Cancelled on May 28, 1941, this was the first day of
use of the regular boxed cancel. Also, that day commemorated the birthday of
President Edward Benes§, as shown by the commemorative cancel in the upper right
cornar. Note that these stamps were cancelled by the old Leanington Spa cancel and the
Leanington Spa registration label. On later covers you will notice the Field Postoffice
had its own registry labels.

To be continued

BALPEX 87

The Society’s 1987 Convention and Exhibit will take place in conjunction with
Balpex on Labor Day Weekend. We shall once again join forces with the Austrian and
Hungarian Societies. We are currently thinking about a cachet which might be of
common interest to all three societies. All ideas or suggestions will be much
appreciated and should be sent to my attention.

Henry Hahn

ALBA!
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OF PRAGUE INVITES YOU TO
Collect CZECHOSLOVAK STAMPS

And Gives You Tea Fine Reasons Why:

They'll give you a glimpse into the heart of Europe

You'll make friends with a people who, in peace, are building a new
life for their country

You'll marvel at the beauty of Czechoslovakia's countryside, extolled
by its artists and poets

You'll become acquainted (o1 reacquainted) with the old cultural tra-
dition of the Czech and Slovak peoples

You'll learn of the characteristic fauna and flora of Central Europe

You'll keep up with the latest in Czechoslovakia's industrial and scien-
tific development, including advanced research

You'll love their motion — like illustrations of the colorful world of sport

You'll see why Czechoslovakia has gained international recognition for
its advanced techniques of stamp reproduction, harmony of color and
outstanding artistry

They represent the work of their finest artists and engravers

Czechoslovakia's stamps are neither too large or small — just stamps
as stamps should bel

ASK YOUR FAVORITE DEALER!
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