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A Philatelic Tour of Prague

By Mrs. Jos. F. Sterba, Jr.
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This is the first of a series of articles that will take you upon a philatelic
tour of Prague, the site of the 1978 International Philatelic Exhibition, Praga
78.

In the western part of Bohemia, not far from the town of Cheb, lies a
stone marker designating that spot as the precise midpoint of the European
continent., Therefore Czechoslovakia can justifiably claim that it lies in the
heart of Europe. Prague is the capital of the Czechoslovak Socialist Repub-
lic, is the heart of the Republic and is referred to as “Maticka Mest,” Mother
of Cities.

For more than a thousand years Prague has stood on the banks of the
Vitava River. Under Charles IV, Prague was the capital of the Holy Roman
Empire. He created Gothic Prague, a town of slender spires and vaulted
ceilings. Here he founded the first university in Central Europe (Charles
University—1349) and invited young master builders to construct ramparts,
build a new bridge (Charles Bridge) across the Vltava River and began con-
struction of the great cathedral, St. Vitus. The lovely city of Prague became
known as the city of over a 100 spires.

The streets of Prague are streets of history. Despite the violence that
raged throughout Prague in succeeding centuries. Religious wars, peasant
revolts as well as foreign influence, have all contributed to the city’s beauty.
Prague is now a showplace of the architecture of ten centuries: gothic church-
es, renaissance basilicas, baroque palaces, all with their own stories of victory
and defeat. Down through the ages, poets, artists, royalty and the common
man have praised the beauty of this city. If you cannot personally visit
Prague and Praga-78, travel with us on this philatelic tour of Prague, one of
the loveliest cities in the world.
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An unforgetable picture of Prague is the panoramic view of the Charles
Bridge, Hradcany Castle and the Cathedral of St. Vitus. This view has ap-
peared on many of the stamps issued in Czechoslovakia and to stamp collect-
ors of the world, it is known that Hradeany Castle and St. Vitus Cathedral are
shown on the first stamp issued in the Republic in 1918, figure #1. When
the famous Czech artist Alfons Mucha designed the first Hradcany stamp, he
painted a beautiful sunrise as the background for the spires of St. Vitus Ca-
thedral. Did he notice or realize that it is impossible to view the sun rising
behind the spires of St. Vitus? The sun rises in the east and St. Vitus Cathe-
dral is situated on the northern horizon of Prague. In spite of the fact that
this misrepresentation occurred, the people were so elated and enthusiastic
about the stamp, that it was accepted and proclaimed an enormous success.
They viewed the rising sun as the political symbol of their new national free-
dom, so recently acquired. The sun represented the historical ideals and
goals of Czech rulers from the past, while giving birth, freedom and inde-
pendence to the Czechoslovak people.

In 1955, commemorating an International Stamp Exhibition held in Prague,
a special souvenir sheet was issued, figure #2. Appearing around the coat-
of-arms of the City of Prague, the engravers and designers portrayed the fol-
lowing historical and picturesque views in Prague. On the 30h stamp is the
view of the rotunda of the Holy Cross (Sv. Krize) located in Stare Mesto (0ld
Town). It is one of three surviving Romanesque buildings, built at the turn
of the 11th and 12th centuries. The bronze, Singing Fountain in the garden
of the king’s summer palace, Belvedere, is featured on the 60h stamp. Built
in the Renaissance period, 1535-1560, the view from Belvedere is one of the
loveliest spots to admire the beauty of Prague Castle. On the souvenir sheet,
the 45h stamp pictures the Staromestka Moestecka Vez (0ld Town Tower
Bridge) erected in the second half of the 14th century. Built for defence and
fortification, as well as beautification, the Charles Bridge is the actual en-
trance-way leading toward Prague Castle. In the foreground of the 1.60 Kes.
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stamp, the Charles Bridge is prominent. This bridge replaced the earlier
Judith Bridge, which was destroyed by floods. Construction of the Charles
Bridge was completed during the 15th century by the famous architect, Peter
Parler of Gmund. The legend sets forth that in order to make the Charles
Bridge strong and resistant to the mighty power of the Vitava River, King
Charles IV decreed an order to all the cities, villages and citizens of the Bo-
hemian Kingdom, to assist and contribute to the construction of the Charles
Bridge. The village of Kocourkova sent wagon loads of eggs for use in the
bridge construction. In order to prevent the eggs from breaking, during their
long journey to Prague, the eggs were boiled and upon arrival in Prague were
also utilized in the foundation of the bridge. The approximate length of the
bridge is 1,706 feet long, from tower to tower and consists of 16 supporting
arches. The bridge gained European fame when 30 statues were erected
upon the bridge. An explanation and identification of the statues would be
too lengthy for this article but for those members interested, the author will
furnish a plan of the statues erected on the Charles Bridge. (See editor’s
note in the Editor’s Gazette.)

The final stamp shown on the Praga-1955 souvenir sheet is the T5h stamp.
Unless unforseen future plans will effect present arrangements, some of the
philatelic material to be displayed at Praga-78, will be located in the Exhibition
Palace “U Hybernu” shown upon the stamp. “U Hybernu” is a well designed
Empire building founded in the latter half of the 17th century by Irish Fran-
ciscan monks. During the 18th century, the church and the attached monas-
tery was surpressed by Emperor Joseph and became an army barracks. Fol-
lowing World War II, the building was adapted to serve as an Exhibition Pal-
ace. “U Hybernu” is located diagonally across the square from the “Prasna
Brana” the famous Powder Tower.

(to be continued)
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Editor's Gazette
By Jane Sterba, 6624 Windsor Ave., Berwyn, Ill. 60402
The Closed Book.

During the summer holiday period, our long time member Arthur I. Kess-
ler (membership #47) passed away. Three days later his beloved wife also
passed away. The Society for Czechoslovak Philately, as well as the phila-
telic world, has lost two good friends. On behalf of the officers and members
of our Society heartfelt sympathy is extended to their immediate family.

A chapter completed, A page turned,
A life well-lived, A rest well-earned.
Balpex-77.

As you have been informed in previous Specialists, our Society is holding
our annual convention at Balpex-77, September 3, 4 and 5, at Baltimore's Hunt
Valley Inn.

Dick Major, chairman of the show has planned a special commemorative
cover to honor this convention. Appearing on the cachet envelope, under the
Society’s name, will be the Society motto—the Czech Lion—together with an
enlarged picture cachet of the Czechoslovak 2Ks mourning stamp issued in
1937. A special rubber stamp cancellation, patterned after the cancellation
used in Czechoslovakia at the time of Masaryk’s death, also has been prepared
for the show. This cancellation is in commemoration of the 40th Anniversary
of the death of T. G. Masaryk. Further information about ordering this spee-
ial souvenir envelope will appear in our next Specialist.

Editer's Note. .

To obtain a xerox copy of the history and deseription of the statues erect-
ed on the Charles Bridge, it will be necessary for you to send the editor a
self addressed, stamped envelope.

K-Line.

George Kobylka, our member and long time Specialist subseriber has
completed printing of K-Line pages—Czechoslovakia, 1974-1976. The pages
are printed in his usual artistic and informative style. Those members using
these pages for their stamp collection, can order directly from K-Line. See
advertisement for address.

Announcement.

Due to the lengthy special supplement, “Stamps with a Portrait of T. G.
Masaryk,” enclosed with this September Specialist, it has been necessary that
the column “From the President’s Stock Book™ be omitted and your Editor’s
Gazette condensed into a very brief form of special announcements. Looking
forward to seeing many of you at Balpex-T7.

ATTENTION! SALES CIRCUIT RECIPIENTS

In order to be able to mail our circuits as Insured 3rd Class mail, we have
to obey the rules as laid down by the post office department.

From now on, no longer WRITE in the spaces from which you take
stamps, instead, use a rubber stamp of some sort, if possible with a number or
some design. Of course when you send me your report sheet you have to
indicate on it what type of rubber stamp hag been used by you.

From now on make NO entries on the backs of the books but be sure to
send me your report sheet PROPERLY filled out and mail it to me at the
same time you mail the circuit to the next on the list.

We urgently need books with good Czech material. Many have ordered
and received blank books but have not as yet filled them. Now is the time,
summer is over, and its humidity and vacations are behind us.
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If you have postal stationery for sale, just send these items to me loose,
not in a beok, write the sales price for each item on its right lower corner in
pencil. Wolfgang Fritzsche, Sales Manager

P. 0. Box 8, Canandaigua, NY 14424

NEW MEMBERS
1176 Judith C. Fusek, 28 O'Neil Ave., Bayshore, L. I, N, Y. 11706
1177 James Malinovsky, 43331 Putters Lane, Hemet, Calif. 92343
1178 Derrick E. Vocelka, P. 0. Box 492, Yosemite National Park, Calif. 95389
CHANGES OF ADDRESS

971 Frank Hrbek, 25-40 31st Ave., Astoria, N. Y. 11106

5256 Richard Steffel, 16 Fairway Dr., Eustis, Florida 32726
1168 M. Keszler, M.D., 3355 Queen Mary Rd., Apt. 515, Montreal, H3V-1A5

Canada

1158 Ronald B. Moxon, 1737 8th Ave., New Westminister, B. C., V3M 258 Can.
997 Leopold J. Liska, 1350 Horizon Lane, Longmont, Colo. 80501
1150 Onnie L. Duvall, 6806 Alpine Street, District Heights, Md. 20028

67 Emil J. Michaelson, ¢/o Simoune & Schwartz, Box 502, Union, N.J. 07083
859 Emil Y. Cuhel, 674 Nimes Road, Los Angeles, Calif. 90024
1170 Robert Sazama, 1202 West College, Carbondale, 111, 62901

774 George Wm. Schabow, 42161 N. 1st Ave., Antioch, Ill. 60002

WANTED TO BUY

pre 1900 Czechoslovak territory town cancellations or stampless covers,
stamps on covers or pieces. Send description or xerox copy together with
price wanted to:

Joseph F. Cerveny
79 West Monroe Street—Room 1000 Chicago, Illinois 60603

01" 2!;“1 Yeal

Czechoslovakia Pages

SUPPLEMENT Neo. 23—1975-76

$5.25 plus $1.25 postage
(Fully illustrated and expertly annotated)
OUR MOTTO: “Others can Beat cur Price, but not the Quality’

AS A SPECIAL FEATURE WE PROVIDE A
CZECH NEW ISSUE SERVICE

As & subscriber to our K-Line’s Czecho New Issue Service you will receive
next year’s supplement at mo charge, except for postage. Write for details.

K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC.

P. O. Bex 15% Berwyn, Ill. 60402
P.S.—Besides Czecho, we huve a line of pages for 15 countries and 11 Topica.
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We
are

S7th MAIL SALE

have again a nice Czecho collection for sale at auction, The prices below
MINIMUM bids and no lot will be sold below these prices.

Minimum bid:
2 stampless covers (CZ RITitoXy) osesucsapsamen g o - 9.00

41 cards and covers (CZ towns) before 1918 _____________ 10.00
Austrian stamps with cancellations of CZ towns on album pages,
about 155 _______ _____________ 20.00

Similar lot in envelope, all CZ cancels on Austria, 98 diff. stamps _ 15.00
Scout stamps *

_________________________________________________ 8.00
st A i 8.00
Provisorni Vlada, set up to 1K (15 values) ______________________ 14.00
s A T (R 14.00
Same, 3 values on piece ______________________ " 10.00
Budejovice, 21 values wsed .__._________________ 21.00
Levec, 8 values oncover _____________ T 4.00
HRADCANY, 3h complete sheet of 100 * ____________ 6.00
ot 0 RS 7.00
5h compl. sheet of 100 REPRINT _____________ 6.00
3h double print PAIR __________ _________ 5.00
10h, 20h, 30h IMPERF all signed __________________ 56.00
10h pink paper block, imperf, _______ _____________ 5.00
Set up to 1000h * ____________ 5.00
2000 all used, interesting lot ___.____.________ " 20.00
Another lot of 800 ___________________ 2.00
150 with HUNGARIAN cancels _____________________ 20.00
22 waste prints, some perf. _______________ " 6.00
15 used plate varieties ____________________ 6.00
Ab. 500 stamps all on pieces with SPECIAL cancellations, NOT

all different _.____________ 15.00
Cz collection on album pages plus some cards and COVErs ________ 45.00
Box with all kinds of sheets, part sheets, duplicates, covers, and

cards, well worth $40 ___________ 40.00
Posta 1919, long set of 57 mostly different some *, some used ____ 25.00
Scott #B19, vfeopy ($30) . _______________________ " 10.00
4K dark olive, Scott $30 ___________________ 10.00
Porto 5K blue, vf, Scott $25 _____ B e o e 8.00
Porto provisorie Sc. B58, 1 heller ($15) ___________ ~- 5.00
Maria Theresia, vf, Scott B59 ($80) ___ ______________ __ 38.00
Scott B60, blue, “Franta” ($75) __.________________________ 30.00
Orange “Franta” _______ 30.00
3 fil and 60 f TURUL, Scott 50 _____________________ —.— 25.00
Zita, 50 fil (Scott $30) _____________________________ 12.00
these stamps are genuine and signed
Legionarske 1919 compl. set on cover ( PP s s i 2.00
Some better grade perf. _____________________ 10.00
75 heller 11%::18% _____________________ ___ ———_ 6.00
100h block with plate number _____.________ 5.00
Mixed lot of about 100 also bloeks _________________________ 10.00
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43.
44,
45.
46.
47,
48.
49.
50.
bl1.
52,
53.
b4.
bb.
56.
57,
58.
59.
60,
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
617.
68.
69,
70.
71.
1.
72.
73.
4.

Same; used: socsrcunsremennsanae e o e s 1.00
1926 eompl, 7 walUEE ¥ e 6.00
1.200h essay in red imperf. ________________________ . 45.00
CONBTBAE, P M it v im0 B S o s 25.00
Same USED o 25.00
SEET eompl. v ¥ cvve e e e e s o oo 22.00
Same wsed o 22.00
Vertical watermark compl. 1K to 6K used . _________ ____ 10.00
Kde Domov Muj, carton paper on pieces, used - __ ..o ___ 15.00
Same ® oo e s e e Ll s e e 15.00
Masaryk 1930 with TOP coupons * ______________________________ 6.00
Same with bottom coupons * _ 6.00
Agriculture, compl. set 100 to 600 * ___ - = 8.00
Same: IMPERPE ¥ oo s e 25.00
Dove and Rep. compl. set tete beche * __________________________ 45.00
8 values dove and rep. IMPERF __________ ____________________ . 30.00
60h. Stefanik blue * oo o o e 4.00
Same block of four vf * _ o 15.00
16 cards (Benes) postal Stat. * all diff. ____.___ b B I I 5.00
100 Praga blocks all mint (Seott $250) ___ __________________ 45.00
100 Masaryk blocks (Scott $350) —— . __________ 68.00
100 Independence blocks (Scott $300) _ o _____ 58.00
AIRMAILS Scott C1/3 comp. vf ($57) oo 20.00
Scott C4/6 v ($90) _ 35.00
Seotb O [Bl1) somersmrr e D S S S 4.00
Scott C10/18 ($13) ________ - c——e 300
Scott C19/27 ($11) oo SEiin 3.00
SIBIR Seott /3 peifs T ¥ coimnnraimennmenssmmasessc s 20.00
Same imperf * vf ,_ - 25,00
Same imperf * vf __ e R S S e 25.00
1/8 perf 13% e e e 3.00
Seott d/b both v oo cveoooi s nannncnaasemnn e s s 4.00
Scott 6/14 ($180) o 75.00
Posteard in brown; Searee: _uoccocoiires conans e sopiaeni 12.00
Essay in small sheet (mala savle a velika savle) ________________ 30.00
PORTO compl. set J1/14 vf (Secott $40) ________________________ 10.00
BOH Moravia, first set compl. 1/19 * _ 12.00
samesuged coooonn o e s e 12.00
Compl. country on album pages * ___________________________ 23.00
Compl. country in envelope, used . ——___________ S 23.00
Leaves in gutter pairs (8) e G S S 5.00
Porto compl in GUTTERS e e e 12.00
1939/40 NY Worlds Fair. Bratislava sheet ___.____________________ 2.00
1939/40 NY Worlds Fair. Praga sheet ___ . ____________________ 2.00

Nearly compl. the entire set of 41 sheets, some used, very scarce . 55.00

Books close on September 30, 1977

ALFONS STACH

P. 0. Box 450386, Shenandoah Station Miami, Florida 33145
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(Advertisement)

RTI OF PRAGUE INVITES YOU TO
Collect CZECHOSLOVAK STAMPS

Arnd Gives You Ten Fine Reasons Why:

1) They'll give you a glimpse into the heart of Earope

2) You'll make friends with a people who, in peace, are building & mnew
life for their country

8) Youll marvel at the beauty of Czechoslovakia’s countryside, extolled
by its artists and poets

4) You'll become acquainted (or reacquainted) with the old cultural tra-
dition of the Czech and Slovak peoples

§) Youll learn of the characteristic fauna and flora of Central Europs

8) Youll keep up with the latest in Czechoslovakia’s industrial and scisn-
tiffe development, including advanced research

7) Youl love thefr motion—like illustrations of the colorful world of spert

8) Youlll see why Czechoslovakia has gained international recognitien for
fts advanced techniques of stamp reproduction, harmony of color and
outstanding artistry

®) They represent the work of their finest artists and engravers

18) Czecheslovakia’s stamps are neither ton large or small—just stamps as
stamps shenld be!

ASK YOUR FAVORITE DEALER!

PEAFERERERRERRREREEREREEEEERDS



