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CZECH 1918 SCOUT POSTAL CARD
by Lester A. Behnke and Jan Dvorak

Fig. 1

The 10h and 20h Czech Scout stamps were issued in relatively large num-
bers (30,000 of the i0h and 50,000 of the 20h), but only about 1,00C of the 10h
postal card were made, using the same die as for the 10h stamp. A consider-
able number of covers with the stamps are in collections, but very few of the
postal card are to be seen. A brief summary of the uses of the stamps, com-
pared to the use of the postal card, will Le helpful in understanding the scarc-
ity of the latter.

The stamps were used on envelopes prepared by the National Committee:

Fig. 2
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envelopes received in Prague from other towns and addressed to the National
Committee; and those sent from various locations in Prague and addressed to
local offices, and to individuals. These stamps were also placed on telegrams
before delivery to the addressee—usually the National Committee and its
members, some were even used for the delivery of newspapers and pamphlets.
In other words, there were many places of origin, many destinations, and
many covers in existence.

The postal card on the other hand, was intended only for use by the Scout
leaders for Scout purposes as shown in the accompanying illustrations, There
are today in collections, probably several hundred at least of the stamps on
covers, but not more than several dozen mint and used postal cards.

Figs. 1 and 2 illustrate a card used II.X1 addressed to the Wireless Sta-
tion requesting that “All of the telegrams received be handed the deliverer of
this official card.” It is signed by Rissler-Orovsky, the President of the Scout
Organization.

Figs. 3 and 4 show a card written on 19.XI to Filip Vracha, and delivered
the following day by Scout Kalibera. This is in the handwriting of Capt.
Rissler-Orovsky, Jr., and reads as follows:

Parliament, 19 Nov. 1918 ;

Dear Bracha:

The detachment of the troop stationed
at the Castle (Hradéany, seat of the
Fresident and the government) will
ieceive in the Castle, free lunches,
dinners and breakfasts including
lodgings at the guard room. Tin
containers they own. Look to it
that the boys have good and clean
blankets. Also soap! Blocks of re-
ceipts you will get from the National
Committee. Issue a receipt with the
rubber stamp of Junak—Czech Scout.
The copies of orders do not give up,
we have to keep them for the time,
to be able to prove how many cases
and pieces our scouts have processed.
I have sent further three scouts to
the Wireless Station at Letna (a
Prague street) to deliver safely ra-
dio messages to the National Com-
mittee and to the Castle, Report to
Prof. Nusla what is being done 2t
the Wireless Station. This letter will
be delivered to you by some boy of
the IInd or IlIrd troop. Give him the Fig. 4

official report of Nov, 1st to Nov. 15th.

Yours, Capt. R. 0. Jun.

Fig. 5 shows the reverse of a card typewritten in a standard form, and
then filled in with a date and the name of the Scout as a certification. T¢
reads as follows:

Karel Hiiler, Student ITIa of the Real Gymnasium in Libefi (Prague)

is on duty as a Scout in the building of the National Council, or

Ministry of the Interior.

Prague, Nov. 21, 1918
(Signed) J. Kalibera
Leader of the day.
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Fig. 6 shows the reverse of another card, also typewritten in a standaré
form, dated 12/11, signed by Orovsky himself, plus the handstamp of the Pre-
sidium of the Czech Scouts, with a message reading:

To whom it may concern:
Hand over to the deliverer (of this card) the received telegrams.

A few postal eards exist with the overprinted Masaryk stamp added, and
cancelled 21/XII, the only day of use of ths Masaryk stamps, one of which
is illustrated in Fig. 7. It is addressed to A. Svojsik, the Founder of Scout-

Fig. 5
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"Fig. 6

ing in Czechoslovakia, and Chief Scout of Junak, (Scout Association).
There are today, probably several hundred of the stamps on covers in col-

COMPEX JUST A FEW WEEKS OFF

The SOCIETY’S 1974 BIANNUAL CONVENTION AND EXHIBIT, which
will take place in Chicago, May 24-26 is now close enough to spring into ac-
tion. Those of you planning to come from out-of-town and wish to stay at
the La Salle, where the Convention and Exhibit will take place, should im-
mediately contact Dr. James J. Matejka Jr. (Suite 215, Hotel La Salle, Chi-
cago, Ill. 60602) who has graciously cffered to arrange for reservations.
Those needing extra application blanks for exhibit participation—or who have
misplaced the blanks received in last month’s SPECIALIST—still have time
to contact the Society’s Convention Co-chairman, Charles Chesloe (Box 237,
Willow Springs, I11. 60480) for blanks and information.

Up-to-the minute news by Co-chairmen Charley Chesloe and Melvin Klozar

(Continued bottom page 62)

CHANGE IN ADDRESS
830 Thomas Meeks, 101 Clark Street, Apt. 16G, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11201
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FRANK J. KOVARIK

We have lost a true champion with the passing, on February 9, 1974, of
one of our beloved founders and for mearly twenty years Editor of the SPEC-
IALIST, Frank J. Kovarik. In his 76 years of life, Frank did much we will
remember him for, both in and out of philately.

Professionally, Frank was a retired post office supervisor at the time of
his passing. His vast philatelic library and award-winning collections includ-
ed, besides Czechoslovakia, also the United Nations, Switzerland, Vatican
States, Luxemburg and Spain. He was honored by Czechoslovakia with the
Medal for Distinguished Service to Philately, was a recipient of the Newberry
Award of the Chicago Philatelic Society, and was made Honorary Member of
the Society for Czechoslovak Philately and Honorary Life Member of COM-
PEX. His memberships included the American Philatelic Society, the Society
for Philatelic Americans, the Philatelic Press Club, A.LJ.P., the Philatelic
Foundation, the Bureau Issues Society, the American Philatelic Congress, the
Society for Czechoslovak Philately and the Chicagoland Philatelic Society of
which he was secretary.

Outside of philately, Frank was a member of the Cardinal Council—
Knights of Columbus; the Catholic Order of Foresters and was a counselor
and merit badge examiner for the Boy Scouts of America.

The Society wishes to express its condolences to his four sisters, Matilda
Kovarik, Mrs, Alvina Muckendorf, Mrs. Frances Siblik and Mrs. Marie Cer-
veny, and to his brother John. To all of us, Frank Kovarik was a mentor and
man of peace. Peace now be with him.
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From the Editor’s Stock Book

What sad irony that now, as we plan our first truly united Convention and
Show, we must do so without two men who so richly deserved to be there and
witness the end of a ten-ycar rift in our SOCIETY. John Velek and Frank
Kovarik will no doubt be remembered by us in silent tribute. Let their sacred
member be a reminder to us of the shortness of time in which to enjoy and
relish the bonds of friendship and joy in our common pastime.

I shall make no attempt to even touch upon Frank Kovarik's role as Ed-
itor of the SPECIALIST. We are fortunate mn having in our midst numerous
former editors who are far better qualified. Yet, when I began in September
of 1972, Frank was among the first to offer his advice and help. His style of
philatelic writing is crisp and clear; one must only turn to the January 1974
issue for his summary and translation of Ivoe Kvasni¢ka's article “Two Inter-
esting Covers from Czechoslovak Scout Postal History.” His last communi-
cation is dated January 29th 74, in which he wrote: “Dear Henry: There are
(I'm sure) posimark collectors in our Society. Years ago I had the enclosed
made, with the intention of having a printing plate made of it for the SPEC-
IALIST—out didn’t get around to it . .. ” We immediately got around to
it. It is a complete transliteration and translation of Ruthenian post offices.
Frank’s notation indicates that it was originally published by Alois Wiesner
in Prague, in 18927. Otakar Krejei, our frequent and mostly anonymous
translator, was kind enough to provide a camera-ready copy of the entire
listing enabling us tc run the item in this issue.

By the time this issue reaches our members, Joe and Irma Stein will be
receiving their copy in sunny San Diego. This will make Joe our furthest
flung Director, and clearly puts San Diego on the philatelic map. However,
Brooklyn, Joz and Irma’s previous home is now reconciled due to our Treas-
urer, Tom Meeks’, recent move there from Manhattan. Best of fortune in
both new homas!

March has been a month in which considerable progress has been made in
many of the projects embarked upon at the December *73 meeting of the Di-
rectors. Our COMPEX activities are progressing with due speed and effici-
cney thanks to our able co-chairmen Melvin Klozar and Charley Chesloe. Wea
have received the cuts and illustrations for publication of the English trans-
lation of Prof. Roger Richet's excellent book on Sudeten issues. In addition,
the orizinal edition (in French) will soon be available through the SOCIETY
(at $55.50 plus postage). Mrs. Henry Stollnitz has completed her first draft of
the CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST INDEX: 1964-1973 which will contain
some 175 citations—a vast and comprehensive job by a courageous lady who
recognized the need and volunteered for this assignment in the course of our
NAPEX business meeting in Washington. Mrs. Stollnitz is being assisted
by Mr. M. Klozar, Dr. Wm. Reiner-Deutsch, and (volunteer or not) her husband
Henry. The order for printing of the Czechoslovakia section of the Higgins
& Gage Catalogue has been placed and should be in our members hands (with-
out charge to paid-up members) well before the end of May.

A gesture by a new member of the SOCIETY, Mr. Miroslav V. Schubert
of Washington, D. C., has made these of us bringing you the SPECIALIST
each month feel proud and sort of good 21l over. Mr, Schuhert has told our
feature writer, Richard Gray. that he feels our dues are rather low consider-
ing the calibre of the SPECIALIST and all the other fine services the SOCI-
ETY offers. Not only has Mr. Schubert changed his membership to PATRON
MEMBERSHIP, but in addition has sent us an extra $10 for our SPECIALIST
fund.

HH
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INDEX OF RUTHENIAN POST OFFICES AND POSTAL STATIONS WITH
CZECH LANGUAGE EQUIVALENTS

Submitted by Frank J Kovarik

The following index represents the status as of July 1, 1927 and as pub-
lished by the firm Alois Wiesner in Prague.

AnTanosue
Bapracozso
BaTboBo
LEeHA
Bepery
Beperoso
EoeTpans
Borgax
Epon nag Vpwazom
Bpog nag Tmcom
By uwno
Benuy
Bape
Benwxa Berans
Beanua JoGpons
Benuna Honaun
Beawne lelionue
Beanwe HomuAara
Benvne Iyumw
Benwnwll bepesuuit
Benwwwil Bouxos
Bearuwit [lanag
Bonozeus
Bonoze
BonocAHHa
Byasxoeue
Bumxozo Han Tuwcom
Benox
laTs
T'opexuoso
OBroe
POBO
Kygone
prHeye
Aycuno
0B0
E;eub
8HbOBO
3araTTA
Sanmym
Waxn
Wassuua
Vpma Be.
HUK
Heacn
Hesaunn
Hepeune
Hobuwaeusus Monaua
Hononse
Hocwro
focrpuna
Hymuwya
llapeynHa

have forgotten to pay your 1974 dues which are now well past due.

Antalovce
Barkasovo
Batovo

Bena

Bershy
Berehovo
Soutrad

Bohdan

Brod nad Irdavou
Brod nad Tisou
Bustino

Bilky

Vary -
Vellké BEhed
Vellikd Dobron
Veliké Kopana
Vellké Gejovea
Veliké Komnaty
Veliké Loudky
Valiky Berezny
Vellky Bolkov
Vellky Palad
Volovac

Yolové
Volosjanka
Vulchovee
Viikovo nad Tisou
Vilok

Het u Berehova
Horingove
Covhé

Drahovo

Dubové
Dubrinide
Dusina

Dédove

Esen

Zdanovo

Zahati

Z8lui

Izky

Jilnice

Irdava

Kalnik

Kvasy

Kevjaid
Kerecky
Kobylecké Polana
Kolodné

Kosino
Kostrins
Ku¥nice
Lazedtina

llwnua
lwora
fManworo
Ma¥inan
HMannii Bepeannit
Movoan
Uymifiopo
Myravero
HepecHmus
Hmxre Beperun
Hemus Anwa
Hosu#t lenoseus
Onemsin
Oea
llanaAnoK
llepeum
lleTpoBO
HozropAHu
[Nonana
[opoumxros
ParomwHo
Paxos
Poceeroso
Cranaea
Cesniom
Cepegua Anwa
Cepenusoe
CuHuBup
CoxupHMLA
Conorerticxe HonmanbHe
Crasnoe
CrpaduyoBo
Cynp
Censue
TapHOBUE
Tepefna
Tepecsa
TeproBo Han Tepecmos
TpeSymrry
TypsA BuoTpait
pA Peumeta
AU B0
Yrropon
YereuopHa
Aonmens
Xyansoso
Xyer
YopHOTONOEBA
Yopuull Apgos
YeHARLOBD
JUERER
Llom
HAcena

ARE YOUR 1974 DUES PAID ?77°?
Our Secretary, Ed Lisy, is signaling an urgent $.0.8. to those of you who

Lipia
Ljuta
Lalovo
Ma jdan
'ql¥ Berezn¥
~la
Muzi jovo
Mukadevo
Heresnice
Niini Verecky
Niini Apa
Novy Klenovec
OleZnik
Osa
Palanok
Peredin
Patrove
Podhofeny
Polana u Svalavy
Porofkov
Rékosin
Rachov
HRosvegovo
Svalave
Sevlud
StPedni Ap¥a
Seradné
Sinovir
Sakernice
Slatinské Doly
Stavné
Strabiovo
Sol
Selce
Tarnovese
Terebla
Teresva
Trnovo nad Tereavou
TrebuSany
Tufi Bystry
Tufi Remety
Tatovo
UZhorod
Ustlorne
Chlumec u UZhorodu
Chudlovo
Chust
fernchlava
an§n§ Ardov
giga ovo
alan
Som e

Jasina

Member-

ship dues should be sent to our TREASURER whose NEW address is: Dr.
Thomas Meeks, 101 Clark Street, Apt. 16C, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11201. Do not
delay—Regular Memberships are $5—Youth Memberships $3—Patron Mem-

berships $15.

If you aren’t paid up send in your dues now to be sure of remaining on
the membership roster (which is published each Septembre) and to keep re-
ceiving the Specialist.

THIS YEAR, MAKE IT A PATRON MEMBERSHIP!
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THIRD MAIL SALE

DR. LADISLAV V. FISCHMEISTER
V. A. Hospital, Augusta, Ga. 30904

Sale ends May 15th

All stamps mint, unless otherwise stated.

The prices below represent MINIMUM Bids. (AUSRUFPREIS)

Hradeany, 5h, 25, M24 var., thin, thick paper, ¥ __________________ $2.00
5h, 11%, 42 var., M24 B, 71. st. point beh. 5, VF __________________ b.00
5h, gutter, 2a, M2KZ, LUXUS . o 10.00
5h, PAIR gutter, 2a, M2KZ, PLATE II, R, VF __________________ 20.00
10h, 11%, 43b, M26B, F . . _ - 2 4.00
10h, Téte-béche gutter, 3a, M3KZ, LUXUS ____________________ 20.00
20h, imp. 4ba, M27, LUXUS _. _____- 30.00
same, olive color essay, LUXUS o 5.00
same, violet color essay, LUXUS _______. 5.00
26h, ultramarine, ba, M5 I, VF ___ i i 5.09
30h, imp., 47a, M24a, LUXUS ________________________________ 35.00
75h, black green color essay, 33 var, M 31 var.,, LUXUS __________ 5.00
300}1 dark green color essay, 38 v., M22 v, LUXUS ____________ 5.00
P.C. 1919, B1-1%, Type 1, II, 30 stamps, i e T BT e 2.50
1K black overprint, Type I, B 17, M 50b, VF __________ ______ 18.00
20h, light green, Type I, VF, signed __..___________ ____________. 17.00
same, Type I1I, VF, signed ____________________ ... 17.00
2K, light bl., small form, B 18, M55, Type I, I, VF ______________ 2,00
3K, carmine rose, Type I, VF, signed B 19, M66 ________________ 15.00
same Type II, V¥, signed .. .. ______ _ _ ________ 15.00
4K, dark gr., Type 1l, VF, signed (Se. 256.00) B20A, M53 ________ 12.00
10K light vm]et Type I, B 21, M58, VP, signed ________________ 76.00
10K, dark v., Type II, B21 A, M 54, VF, signed (Se. 175.00) —___ 100.00
Air 1.50/4, B3|, M 71, VF, signed (Se. #100) ____________________ 40.00
Air 4K, gray, B38, B73, Type I, VF, signed (Se. 400.00) . _____ 160.00
5h, triangle, Type III, B 33, M 68, VF signed (Sec. 400.00) ——____ 285.00
4h, B 41, M75, VF, Type III ______ - 6.00
6h, B 42, M76, VF, Type I - cpnene coiavpnaipen. 8.00
14H, B 43, M77, VF, Type 1 _ e 13.00
S6H, Bdd. M8, VF;:Type ¥ v v v e e 12.00
30H, B45, M79, VF. Type I, sigred (Se. 175.00) __________________ 80.00
50H, B46, M80. VF, Type 11, signed (Sc. 340.00) ________________ 260.00
5K, B 56, M 90, Type I, VF _____ e 12.00
game, Typa.IL;, VIH oo oo cvn v capea oo snang 12.00
PC 1919 10K, B 57, M91, Type II, VF, signed (Se. 175.00) —eueeeevo 76.00
i1H, B 58, M92, VF (Se. 15.00) . o 8.00
15H, B59, M93, VF, Type II, signed (Sec. 65.00) ________________ 28.00
10H, B 60, M94, Type I, signed, VF (Sec. 65.00) _ . _____ 24.00
same, Type II _____ ___ 24,00

20H, B 61, M85, VF, signed, Type II (Sc. 65.00) __ . ____ 24.00
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41,
42,
43.
44,
4b.
46.
47.
48,

6.
1.
78.
79.
80.

2fil, all four types, rare comb., VF = -~ 8.00
3K, B 88, M135, Type II, VF __ e 11.00
bK, B 89, M136, Type II, F, signed (Se. 60.00) —ooeeeeee 20.00
same, Type III. VF, signed _.__ —— _—— 80.00
10 K, B 90, M137, VF, Type I, signed . 250.00
10fil, Magyar P., Type IV, VF, B 96, M143 _____ 3.00
16f, White num., Type IV, B 72, M119, VF, signed (Sec. 85.00) —__ 28.00
50f, B 95, M142, Type III, VF (Sc.20.00) = 9.0
same, inverted overprint, V¥ ____________ 17.00

1fil.,, B 104, M145v., WZ y (crown), Ty. I, (Sc 200.00) signed, VF 120.00
50fil, B 107, M149 var.,, WZ y (crown), ty. I (Sc 100.00) signed _ 50.00

1fil, red n. B 115, M 150, VF, signed, Type III (Se 100.00) VF ____ 40.00
1920 Masaryk, 63 var., M 160, used, 81 st. rose in hair, F ____._.__ 3.00
40h, Type I, 71. M 173 I, VF _____________ 4.50
20h gutter, 84a, M 167K, VF - e 11.00
same, large gutler, 84d, M 167KZ, VF ___ i 19.00
50h, gutter, 87a, M 175K, VF e 17.09
Masaryk, Kongress 1925, complete positions, B 137-9, M209-11,

(Se. 256.00) VF o e 160.00
Slet, complete WZ positions, B140-3, M212-15, VF (Sc 250.00) __ 140.00
1Ke, WZ 4, 101A, M 224x, VF (Se. 100.00) ____________________ 50.00
same, used WZ 1, 2, VF 4.00
2 Ke, WZ 2, 101B, M 225x, VF (Se. 130.00) ____________________ 60.00
3Ke vaed WZ 1, B c—enunae e o 6.00
1Ke, Type 1I, raminko, WZ 8, VF, 102, M 228 (Se. 70.00) - 25.00
3Ke, Type 111, 108, M233, all four WZ, scarce VF (Sec. 28.00) ____ 14.00
Sokol 200h, B 142, M 214, 1926 on the top, RR, VF ______________ 30.02
Sokol 100h, B141, M 213, var. Thick paper, WZ 7 ________________ 4,59
1926, Tatra, 114-8, M 253-6, ALL WZ, rare combin.,, VF __________ 50.00
1934, KDM sheets, 200-1a, M330-1x, VF (Sc. 385.00) ____________ 175.00
1945, LARGE GUTTER CROSS, 307-9, M108-10, VF, RR (16 stps.) 120.09
Partyzan sheet, 292a, Block 7, VF ____ - . 8.09
1962, Exp. sheet of 4, R, VF, 1080, M 1314 = - 18.09
AIR MAIL, 24/500, 13%:13%, OPEN SPIRAL, T I, C5a, M 193C, VF 55.00
1Ke, 12%, Clla, M304B, V¥ ______ o 8.00
2Ke, 133%:12%, C12b, M305D, V¥ ______ 4.00
4Ke, 121, Cld4a, M 305 B, VF s = - 280
20Ke, 12%, ClIT7a, 310B, VF _____ e - 2.00
Porto, 1922, 100/80, VIOLET overp., J28, M 18b, VF, signed ______ 10.00
10h Exp. WHITE PAPER, VF, E 3a, M 195 y _______ __________ 30.00
Bohemia and Moravia, complete country, VF __________________ 13.50
Terezienstadt KZ, Presentation sheet in black, VF ______________ 55.00

Please bid early. Lots are guaranteed genuine and as described provided re-
turns are made within 7 days (Europe 10 days).) Postage and insurance extra.
KEIN AUFGELD. Der US § kostet jetzt nur 2,40 DM. M-Michel Katalog.

End of Sale

DR. FISCHMEISTER

Member APS, Society for Czechoslovak Philately
Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Tachechoslowakei und QOberschlesien
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Stumped On Stamps? ? ?
By Richard Gray, 3466 Mildred Drive, Falls Church, Virginia 22042

I would like to report first of all a very surprising, complete and wel-
come communication conecerning the mystery of the sheets, reported in my
January 1974 article. The information arrived from Prague, Mr. J. P. Krou-
man, who writes: “ . .. I hasten to give you an explanation, for I am the
‘spiritual father’ of those items . .. ” I will report to you fully on the mat-
ter in the next two issues of the Specialist, and would like to include photos
which Mr. Kroumann promised to provide. It is not often that I am able lo
secure the facts directly from the source, therefore I would like to use this
opportunity to have the facts “from the horse’s mouth” reported thoroughly.
I have to admit that I was happy to know that the explanation I gave was
correct and fairly accurate.

To clean my desk of some recent and not so recent questions, I picked a
few easy ones. To Mr. 0. C. Y., of the State of Washington, who would like
to see the dates of issue published in the Specialist: It would be possible, but
it is not necessary. Just switch from the Scott catalogue to Czech written
Pofis or German written Michel catalogue. The dates of issue, in Pofis also
the dates of last day use, are listed, if known. The language precblem is not
too bad. Abbreviation of the 12 months names are listed in Michel, the So-
ciety will gladly help you with the Czech translation and most of the time the
date is written in numerals. In that case you need to remember that in
Europe the sequence in date is: day, month, year. The month numeral is
sometimes written in Roman numeral. There is no rule on this though. The
advantages of using Pofis or Michel compared to Scott catalogue are many
and will cancel the disadvantages of language unfamiliarity, prices listed in
Crowns or Marks and different numbering. Listing of stamps with the labels,
varieties and other specialties, especially in Pofis, makes use of it by the ser-
ious collector of the Czechoslovakian stamps mandatory!

To Mrs. K. S., of Minnesota, who sends a list of English, German and
Czech philatelic terms and would like to know the aceepted use of same:
I will give you the equivalents in the order Czech—German—English and ex-
planation, where needed. Kupon—Leerfeld—label, is a BLANK Ilabel at-
tached to a stamp, on left, right, top or bottom; usually the label itself is
from the border of the sheet and then should have a marrower margin presenc
too. Kupon (potidtény)—Zierfeld—label (printed) is a label with printed
design; previous remarks about blank labels apply for printed labels toc.
Meziar§i—Zwischensteg—gutter is the term applied to the piece of paper be-
tween two stamps, when it is wider than normal spacing of stamps, sometimes
as wide as two stamp fields; usually obtained from the middle of the uneng
(accidentally or on purpose) two sheets printed on eontinuous roll of paper.
Okraj—Bogenrand—margin is the piece of paper on all four sides of the stamp
sheet; in some cases it has a plate number, plain or fancy lines or name of the
engraver printed on it. Okraj (znamky)—Markenrand—margin (stamp) is
the blank space between the stamp design border and the stamp edge (cut,
rouletted or perforated). For the rest of the terms: coupon—used instead
the proper term lakel; same for tab. Border—similar use as margin. Nipis
—Inschrift—insecript is self-evident. Osznadeni means marking. Rim or rdimee
is a frame. UstfiZek (more often vysifizek) is eut-out or cut square. Cedulka,
Zlab and stoka are incorrect (philatelically) translations, in order, of label,
gutter and gutter. On questions concerning the desirability and position of
the labels for the stamps of Czechoslovakia, please refer to my column
“Stumped On Stamps???” in the April 1973 issue of the Specialist, p. 62ff.
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CESHBSLOVENSRA

The 5 Heller green spec. delivery stamp, overprinted Pogta Ceskoslovensks
1919 (Fig. 1) was sent to me by onec of our readers. It was included in a
selection of stamps obtained from a dealer. The asking price was $5 because
of the fact that it is a “rare” reversed overprint. The regular stamp retails
for about 5-10 Cents, reversed overprint for $5-10, After examination, I
found the overprint to be, in my opinion, NOT genuine. I am bringing this
to the attention of our readers for a very good reason. Do not underestimate
the people who falsify the overprints, especially P.¢. 1919! If they make a
fairly decent (it is never perfect!) forgery of some expensive stamp, in our
case the overprint used for overprinting such expensive pieces as 3, 5 and 10K
Hungarian Parliament (overprint type C), you can rest assured, that they will
vse it also for the cheap (and easily obtainable) stamps having same overprint
type. Therefore, you can find many stamps of the Parliament set lower values
and the Merkur head special delivery cheap items with a forged overprint.
Because these people are very greedy, they try to produce the more expensive
“rarities,” reversed, shifted, offset, e€tc. overprints, which they can sell for
& higher price. So be careful, when buying such items, check them thoroughly
or stipulate that the stamps ean be returned for full refund if found not gen-
uine. You have now the service of our experts at your disposal, hence if in
doubt, use it! Thiz particular forgery is not listed among the others in
“Padélky.” It is not too difficult for an expert to recognize it as such quite
casily, because the forgery has several bad mistakes, recognizable immedi-
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ately. For your help in comparing it with the genuine overprint, Fig. 2
shows the C type I genuine overprint as published in “Padélky.” It has sev-
eral points of importance labeled. You can test yourself, how good an expert
you are and how easy or hard it is to sell you a forgery. T am offering an
incentive for your troubles; any member who will send to me a letter with at
least two points, why it is a fake, will receive a very nice souvenir sheet with
folder. For a more detailed study, I will reward two or three different sou-
venir sheets! Here is your chance to test yourself and break my souvenir
sheet holdings.

While I am on the subject of forgeries, I would like to ask my readers for
help. Many of you are writing me letters with many questions. All the
questions, direcied to our editor Mr. Hanry Hahn, ultimately find their way to
my desk, as far as they contain questions on stamps. Many times your ques-
tions are: “What is it?” when it should be: “Is it genuine?”. In that case
it should be suitably directed to our expertization committee. Only in the
vtnusual and interesting cases, suitable for publication, I will do the examina-
tion of the item all the way for completeness. For that purpose I maintain
a file of forgeries, which help considerably in identifying some false fast
and eliminate the long time consumiryg search and examination. If you have
falsa in your possession I would like to have them for my file. I am ready
to reimburse you for the postage and in case you do not want to part with
them, I will photograph them, which is not as good as the original but better
than nothing. You will help in gooa work, get the forgeries out of circula-
tion and perhaps save yourself some money in the future. If vou like to mark
your falsa as such, please do it on the back side of the stamps with India
ink: FALSUM. I will do it anyway.

The deadline for the contest is April 28, 1874, Till then, good luck.
Write to: Richard Gray, 3466 Mildred Drive, Falls Church, Va. 22042.
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Na Kus Ee'ci

NeZ se ty nase ¢linky trochu zabéhnou, myslim Ze bude nejlépe, abychom
si pohovotili o viem mozném. Co slina na jazyk piinese, pro kaZdého néeo,
jak tomu trampové z Brdskych leslt poeticky #ikali potlach. A vé&ite mné,
bylo to krasné, prodebatovalo se vSe od obsazeni Sarska az po vydédni novjch
znidmek pFisti tyden. Vidyt ty trempiti byli také 1idé a kde jsou lidé po-
hromadi, tam také najdete sbératele znimek - zkritka zniamkaie. To byla
ritbec doba krasna a ardiky “Kde Domov Maj” se mohl koupiti skoro kaZdy, kdys
si odpustil nékolik malyeh gulddkt a Plzni v Gerném Pivovaru na Karliku,
Slet a Kongres clovék mohl dostat podle prisvitek ve velké miniatufe a 1919
Posta Ceskoslovenska pretisky, mimo nékolika vyssich hodnot, se proddvaly
jak se ¥ik4 za facku. Dokud se od Vis nedovime, co byste éetli nejrad&ji, tak

" budeme po té louce filatelistické poletovat jako émeldei s jedné krasné kytitky
na jedté votiavéjii a budeme se t&siti se vSemi.

Zde se nam hnec naskyté prileZitost ty mlad$f » méné zkuSené seznamiti
s oborem velmi specializovanym a drahym. Jak na &as, tak na penize. Abych
Vés zbyteéné nenapinal, mluvim o shirdni “miniatur.”” V letech tFicdt§ch
tento obor byl je$té v plném kvétu, az ho Némei skoro vymitili v roce 1940,
kdyZ zaéali vydavati velké hodnoty s kupony na viech moZnych i nemo#ngch
strandch archu, s hvézditkami i bez, ale i ty mdgly haéek, protoZe nékteré
nebyly hvézditky, ale malé kiiZky s paprsky. Byl to hotovy rij pro nimry,
obchodniky, smelindfe a Protektoratni “stitni” kasu. Od té doby se sbirami
miniatur u# péstuje jen potajmu, piivrienci tohoto zavrieného kultu se plizi
zatmélymi ulikami mésta a zdravi své souavérece ¢tyfmi prsty, znameni to
pro rohovy étyiblok.

Sbirdn{ miniatur vaini historikcvé nasi filatelie pFiéitaji hladu sbérateln
nevyeh éeskoslovenskych zrdmek v dobé tak zvané Hradéanské. V roce 1918-2¢
bylo totiZ vieho viudy asi t¥icet zndmek, kdyZ nepoéitdme P& 1919 pretisky,
ktere byly v té dobé tak neoblibené, hlavné pro tu 50ti procentni pFirdZku, %e
zlistaly v prodeji u postovni prepizky aZ do roku 1928. Sbératel si koupil za
stovku znidmky a mél &SR kompletni. KaZdy se unavi diive & pozd&ji pro-
hliZenim 30ti zndmek. Zacaly se hledat barvy. Jen se podiveite do katalogu
obchodnika p. Ecksteina. Jisté jste nevédali, Ze tolik barevnjch odsting
existuje. A ty ceny! Samozfeimé, Ze obchodnici tento vyvoj podporovali,
bylo to dobré pro jejich kapsy. Podnilkavéjsi se zadali ohliZeti po nééem novéma
vynosném a tak asi, podle nejnovéjsich védeckych badani zielo poprvé svétlo
svéta velmi zhydkané, rozmazlené a velice nikladné décko-shiréani miniatur.
Mengina badatelit prohlasuje, Ze tento konidek se vyvinul ze sbirini deskov§ch
¢isel, coZ je moiZné, ale nepodloZené padnymi védeckymi dikazy a mimo to
sami pF¥izndvaji, Ze sbirdni deskovych ¢isel se zrodilo pro tytéz davody, kterd
byly prokazany pro sbirdni miniatur. Musi se téZ vziti v dvahu, 3e v kazd4
spoleénosti se najdou zavistivi jedinei, kteri budou chtiti rozvratiti vedouei
kliku, aby se sami mohli dostat ke 7labu. Vsichni se v3ak shoduji jednomy-
slné na tom, Ze posledni fize tohoto v¥voje, nikdy v dobé tésné P¥edholubicové,
byla vsugerovana naivnim sbératelim a ziskuchtivym obchodnikfim lidmi, kte¥i
vdobé Hradanské tak Fikajice zmefkali autobus. To bylo sbirini deskovych
&isel a miniatur ne jednotlivé, ale ve ¢tyiblocich! Toto byla po pravdé zlatd
doba miniatur a Stitni pokladny, obchodniky nepoéitaje, protoie ti si vyds-
laji za kazdych okolnosti. Renezance miniatur byla bezesporu v dobé Kupo-
nové, 1936-39.

Zde jsem Vim tedy odhalil taje vzniku sbirani miniatur. Pro ty neza-
svécené by bylo meZnd dobré osvétliti, co to vlastné miniatura je. Neni to
komplikované, sbiraji se vechny éty¥i rohy ze rnamkového archu, jak je pro.
davan u postovni prepiaZky. Toto je velmi dile#ité a pro naruzivého minia-
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turidfe zdkonem, Ze tyto étyfi rohy musi byti ze stejného archu! Mald minia-
tura je sloZena z jedné znamky koidého rohu. Velkd miniatura mai pro kaZdy
roh étyFblok. KdyZ Cs. podtovni spriva zaéala kaliti filatelistické vody zndm-
kami s kupony, tézky Zivot nastal pro miniaturdfe, ktefi €asto byli rozvedeni,
protoZe nechali hladovéti mamZelku i déti, aby pak takto z kiize rodiny doslova
vydfené penize tiesoucima rukama zaménili za arch znimek s kupony u peod-
placeného postovniho uFednika na néjaké obskurni posté. Po peélivem
odtrzeni viech ctyF rohi, tak zvané obfizce, chuddkovy zbyly z celého archu
ty zndmky ze stf¥edu, kterym se fiwalo stfeva. Tato stfeva byla podivana
az 50% pod nominal a takto ziskané penize se teprve daly do rodinného
rozpoétu, oviem jenom v piipadé, Ze chytri Po#itovni Spriva neoznamila
mezitim mnové vydini na pristi tyden! Znimé jsou pFipady, Ze silni jedinei
z Fad miiatura¥d odmitli se podrobiti chamtivosti obchodniki a majiteld
véts8ich kancelaii, kiefi byli hlavnimi odbérateli stfev. Podle hliSeni vérc-
hodnych svédkid, aZ do roku 1939 bylo moZno pozorovati shrbené postavy s
plnou naruéi strev hazeti tyto do Vltavy pod Karlovym mostem pii plamenech
pochodni a za zpévu “Byvali Gechové . .. ” Tyto zpravy nejsou oviem dolo-
Zeny a po okupaci tplné zanikly, protoze v té dobe, tak zvané Kupuji-vie-i-
kosti, se dala prodati komukoliv i psi znamka. Z toho vidite, mili étend¥i, Ze
sbirdni miniatur nem 24dny med. Jenom nezasvécenec se divia na tyto filatelis-
tické velikdny jako na mirné fedeno podiviny a to je co Fiei, kdy% se uvazi, Zo
oni sami, “normélni’sbhératelé, jsou p¥ehlizeni lidmi, kteii neznaji rozdil mezi
korunovou znimkou a kolkem, kdyby tak nebyl statem oznaden a zoubkovani
pro né znamend kousani do ¢éokolidy, a mnohdy za jejich zady nazyvaji tyto
sbératele znamek blazny.

Kdyz se ndhodou rozhodnete ten dopis za tu cenu, kterou jsem nabidl v
minulém ¢éisle, poslati na moji adresu, jste-li jednim z ndas, otisknéte, prosim,
&tyfi prsty Vasdi pravé ruky. Tyto otisky pak budou pfediny patFiénym
organum na prezkoumdni. Jste-li miavy miniaturdf, prsty musi vykazovat
pil centimetru silné mozoly od téiké price a odhalit roztFesenou ruku élovéka
se znifenymi nervvizrérohodného sbératele miniatur. Zdriv bud bratfe v
utrpeni!

Richard Gray
3466 Mildred Dr., Falls Church, Va, 22042
follows:
Tentative Program
Exhibits open:
Friday 10 am—10 pm — Saturday 10 am—10 pm — Sunday 10 am—6 pm_
Saturday, May 25th:
12 nosn — Society luncheon, awards, guest speaker
2:00 pm — Czechoslovak Auction, Executive Suite, Room 1818
8:30 pm — SOCIETY Biannual Business Meeting, Executive Suite, Rm. 181%
6:30 pm — Cocktails, hosted by Dr. J. J. Matejka (place to be announced)
7:30 pm — COMPEX Banquet—price $10 per person.

The Convention Co-Chairmen and President of the SOCIETY have made

the following appointments subject to acceptance by appointees:

Judges: Joseph Vondrak, George Blizil, Henry Hahn

Alternate judges: Dr. Wm. Reiner-Deutsch, Dr. L. V. Fischmeister

Court of Honor Exhibitors: Dr. L. V Fischmeister, Henry Hahn, Dr Wm. Rein-
er-Deutsch, Dr. J. J. Matejka, J. J. Verner (all former Grand
Award winners). Other Grand Award winners are requested to
contact the Exhibition Committee.

Energy crisis or not—Let’s get together at COMPEX and record the big-
gest Show and {urnout in the Society's history!
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