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(continued from last issue)

On November 16 an office of the Scout Mail also was opened in the Min-
istry of Interior, which was located in the former governor’s palace in the
Prague Castle. There also was continual Scout Service in the Post and Tel-
egraph Office on Jindrisska Street, at Wilson Station and the wireless tele-
graph station at Letna. The official service of the Scouts stopped by order
of Scout President Rossler-Orovsky on the evening of Nov. 25. The great
majority of the Scouts had to return to school or their jobs and by that time
the individual ministries had their own dependable employees.

The Scout Delivery Service was revived Dee. 21 when Prague welcomed
the Republic’s first president, Thomas G. Masaryk. The return of the Pres-
ident to his homeland was considered a great state-political event. The
Scouts also participated in the arrangements for this event and were entrusted
with the delivery of important telegrams between the Castle, the Parliament
and Wilson Station. For this occasion a small number of Scout stamps were
overprinted “Prijezd presidenta Masaryka” (Arrival of President Masaryk),
and then were affixed to the communications delivered by the Scouts. Today
it is not possible to determine who gave official approval for the overprinting
and ure of these stamps, since the written documents have not been pre-
served. However, it is known from the testimony of participants that the
idea of overprinting the stamps came from the Scout leadership and that
some members of the National Council knew and approved of the entire affair.

Scout Stamps anti Postal Cards

Every revolution that reaches deep into the political and economic life
of a state is also reflected in its postal history. The circumstances accom-
panying a governmental overthrow usually preclude the usual requirements
demanded for the issuancz of regular postage stamps. The Czech Scout De-
livery Stamps, which appeared during the revolutionary period of 1918, can
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be considered as a typical example of this phenomena.

As already mentioned, the idea of preparing special Scout Delivery Serv-
ice stamps developed in September 1918 The proposal for their issuance was
approved at a meeting held Oct. 20. By then the temporary National Council
had decided to use Scouts for security and guard service, and to provide a
local mail delivery service. The book publisher, Knapp of the Prague district
of Karlin, recommended that the stamps be printed by the Kollman firm in
Xral Vinohrady and, along with Scout President Rossler-Orovsky, placed an
order for stamps. The initial order was for 20,000 copies each of the 10-
heller blue and 20-heller red stamps. The 10-heller value was needed to pay
for delivery of postal cards and printed matter and the 20-heller for letters,
telegrams, newspapers and parcels. The collection of these fees was neces-
sary because the Scouts were paid a lump sum for their services from a
special National Couneil fund.

Since the stamps were not sold publicly, they must be considered official

delivery stamps. They were officially valid from Nov. 7 to Nov. 25, 1918,

but are known on a few covers which were delivered during the period of
November 3-7.

The central design of both stamps consists of a line drawing of the Czech
double-tailed lion. Numbers of value appear on either side against a white
field. At the top is the legend “Posta ceskych Skautu” (Mail of the Czech
Scouts), and at the bottom “Ve sluzbich Nairodni vlidy” (In the Service of
the National Government). See figure 2.

The stamps were relief printed and the edges were ‘“died-out”’ approxi-
mating a 12% perforation. The engraving on the die-out tool was done by
J. Panenka. Only one die was prepared for each value so no variations are
possible on either value., The die printed and simultaneously cut-out one stan.p
at a time from pre-gummed paper. The dies were later devalued by filing
(figure 3) and placed, along with cancellation tools and other materials re-
lated to the Scout Mails, in the archives of the National Council. These ma-
terials were apparently destroyed either during the Nazi occupation of Czech-
oslovakia or during the fire in the Old Town Hall during the Prague revolt
of May 1945.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

For the More Advanced Collector
GUTTER PAIRS

209-11 St. Cyril — $5.00 (and one set only with Pl 1a __________ 10.00),

(and one set only with P1. 1 __________ 10.00)
218-23 Castles — $4.00 230-1 Entente — $4.90
240 Castle — Tée (1 only PL 1 2.00) (1 only PL 1a 2.00)
249-50 Scenes — 1.00 307-09 Reds (vertical gutters) 11.59

Back im stock—Padélky—Czecho Fergery Book $3.96 plus 60¢ packing-shippine
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CZECHOSLOVAK FIELD POSTS: 1918-20

By Bohumil Matejka
Prague, Czecoslovakia

Reprinted with permission from The American Philatelist

During the deep political crisis of the Karolyi regime in Hungary, this
coalition administration handed over power to the Hungarian Republican
Council, which was composed of Social Democratic and Communist Parties.
On May 20, 1919, the Hungarian Red Army started a powerful offensive
against the comparatively weak Czechoslovak Army. On the Eastern Front

Figuré 1 Two examples 6! postmar.k;aﬁ ﬁ#ed by Field Post 12. Type “b” at bot.
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of Slovakia they succeeded in making a break and split the Czechoslovak
Army in two parts. A month later, however, the offensive of the Hungarian
Red Army was stopped and on June 24, 1919, an armistice was signed and
the Hungarians withdrew to the former line of demarcation.

During this offensive, on June 1, 1919, the Italian Command of the Czech-
oslovak Army in Slovakia was withdrawn and French Command took over.
(Generals Mittelhauser and Hennocque pictured in Figure A.)

Field Posts in Slovakia During May and July 1919
All through May 1919 there were no notable changes in the organization
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of the Field Posts, for at this time, and especially in the followimg month of
June, the heaviest fighting took place and not much of the correspondence
of that time was saved. The soldiers being continually on the move had little
time left to write; various army units were evacuated from the cities into
hinterland (hospitals, garrison commands, etc,) and correspondence was han-
dled mainly by the civil post offices as had been the practice before Dec. 31.
1918. Naturally, all Field Post Offices also functioned normally, and during
the fighting they were transferred with the Divisional Staff (F. P. Nos. 38
and 76).

On June 25, 1919, the Field Post management established Field Post No.
12 for the Eastern Army Group Command in Slovakia, under General Hen-

Fig. 2. Postmark of Field Posts 10 & 25. Note that bridge is formed by 2 lines
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nocque. (Ref. No. 779 of 24.6.1919). This Field Post was stationed in Spis-
ska Nova Ves. However, a few weeks later, on July 18, 1919, this same Field
Post was assigned to the First Infantry Division in Velké Michalovee.

On June 26, 1919, two additional Field Posts were established: F. P. No.
10 in Uherské Hradiste for the Corps Command of General Podhijsky and
the Command and Army units of the 8th Infantry Division. The other—F.
P. No. 25—was established in Hulin for the Command and Army units of the
9th Infantry Division.

Czechoslovak Field Posts in Slovakia After Armistice of June 24, 1919

After the armistice was signed and combat ceased, there began a reor-
ganization of the Czechoslovak Army. Fusion of the various brigades into
new divisions made it necessary to establish new Field Posts.

On July 11, 1919, Field Post No. 35 was set up in Poprad for the division
of Gen. Paris.

By the order of the Field Post management (Ref. No. 873), which was
issued July 16, 1919, Field Post No. 8 was put into operation in Bratislava
for the Western Group Command (Gen. Mittelhauser).

“ . .. this new Field Post will carry the designation Czechoslovak Field
Post 8. It will handle mail of the Command of General Mittelhauser and the
above-named formations in the same extent and manner as all the other Fieli
Post Offices. Only such mail from the soldiers will be accepted free of postal
charges as will be addressed to places in Czechoslovakia. Mail addressed
outside Czechoslovakia must be franked with the necessary stamps. Private
mail of French officers is free of postal charges. This mail will be delivered
to the Command of Gen. Mittelhauser in Bratislava from where it will be
forwarded by couriers to Prague and so on to France , . .

“ .. . Official Viclav Berinek has been named manager of this Field
Post. He has received orders to take office and will receive one copy of this
order. He will be assigned one Field Post clerk. Simultaneously it is desired
that Lieutenant Persl (being a former civilian postal clerk) be transferred,
together with the rest of the postal unit personnel at the Command to Field
Post No. 8 ... As soon as the new Field Post starts functioning, the cancel-
ing stamp which was in use at the postal unit of Lieutenant Persl, carrying
the designation Cs. Field Post Bratislava, be immediately sent to the Sorting
Office in Zilina . . .

(Signed) Dr. Zabehlicky, Director of Field Posts.”

The above letter refers to a postal unit in Bratislava, which functioned
after the Italian Mission and Field Post, “Posta Militare 52, left for Italy
June 1, 1919. Lieutenant Persl, who was attached to the F. P. “Posta Mili- -
tare 52” as a Czechoslovak officer, continued to function after June 1, 1919,
and used a provisional rubber handstamp “Cs. polni posta Bratislava.” When

Figure 3. Postmark of Field Post 35, Figure 4, Example of Field Post 8.
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this was ascertained by the Field Post Management, it immediately estah-
lished Field Post No. 8 in Bratislava and canceled the existing postal unit at
the Commond.

Explanation: On May 13, 1919, when the Ministry of National Defense
installed a courier post between Slovakia and Prague (Ref. No. 13900 up.
8.V.1919), Posta Militare 52 was assigned the duty to take over from the
couriers all official mail from Slovakia, sort it, and forward it to the addres-
sees by means of ambulatory postal conveyances. The delivery of official
mail from Bohemia and Moravia to the addresses in Slovakia was likewise
handled through the mediation of Posta Militare 52 which, after sorting,
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Figure 5. Example of three-line handstamp, size 26x50mm.
Inseription: “C.S. polni posta Bratislava.”
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passed it on for delivery to the courier branch in Bratislava. On June 1.
1919, after the departure of the Italian Mission, Posta Militare 62 was nul-
lified, its functions taken over by the Army Postal Unit at the Army Com-
mand in Bratislava which was under Lieutenant Persl.

A new Field Post No. 5 was set up in Nové Zamky which started to oper-
ate July 30, 1919. The 11th Division Command issued Order No. 4./1.VIII,191¢,
notifying all subservient Army units that Field Post No. 5 had been set up
in Nové Zamky to handle postal service for the 11th Division.

Location of Czechoslovak Field Posts on July 31, 1919, according to the
circular of the Ministry of National Defense No. pres. M 3011/4.VIII.1919,
was as follows:

List of Field Posts

Field Post No.  Location Assigned to
8 Bratislava — Western Group Command
22 Kosice — Eastern Group Command and Eastern Group Base Com.
10 Uher. Hradiste — Army Corps of Gen. Podhdjsky & 8th Inf. Div.
63 Trencin — Western Group Base Command
12 Michalovee — 1st Inf. Division
38 Zvolen — 2nd Inf. Division
46 Uzhorod — 3rd Inf. Division
44 Zilina — 4th Inf. Division
- 35 Poprad — bth Inf. Division
75 Kosice — 6th Inf. Division
50 Nitra — 7th Inf. Division
35 Trnava - 9th Inf. Division
5 Nové Zamky — 11th Inf. Division

(Field Post Sorting Office in Zilina.)

Field Post Nos. 14 and 20

In the Fall of 1919, two final field posts were established. On Aug. 39,
1919, Field Post No. 14, in Uzhorod. assigned to the 10th Infantry Division,
and on Oct. 20, 1919, F. P. No. 20, in Trnava, assigned to the 12th Infantry
Division.

This survey exhausts the list of first Czechoslovak Field Posts. It would
be possible to mention the transfers, the closings and re-establishments of
the various ficld posts, to talk about the airmail post, courier post, Army
Postal management, but this wculd exceed the scope of documentary evidence
because of their searcity and the philatelic interest in the matter.

Figure 6. This example of postmark of Field Post No. 5 is similar te Fiell

Post No. 8, but differs in that year as shown by last two figures, followed
by two dashes,
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Description of Illustrations

Figure 1. Postmark of F. P. No. 12: (a) Round handstamp with a double
circle 30mm in diameter (bottom). Inscription: “Polni posta: 12 C.S.P.” the
latter placed between two stars. Two horizontal lines form a bridge, the
lines being 9mm apart. Date marking shows the day, month and the last two
figures of the year, followed by two dashes. (b) Round handstamp with a
double circle 30mm in diameter (top). Inscription: “Polni posta ¢. 12 C.S.P.,”
the latter between two round points with a white cross inside the points.
Two horizontal lines forming the bridge are 10%mm apart. Date marking
shows the day, month, the last two figures of the year and the mailing hour.
(There exist handstamps with the marks a and b on them.)

Figure 2. Postmark of F. P. No. 10 and 25: Round handstamp with a
double circle, 3222mm in diameter. Inscription: “Ceskoslovenskid polni posta”
and the F. P. number between two stars. The bridge is formed by two lines.
The date shows the day, month and the year is given in four figures.

Figure 3. Postmark of F. P. No. 35: Similar to F. P. No. 12 (Figure 1a).
The bridge, however, is formed by two thicker lines and behind the date
which shows the day, month and the year in last two figures only in the mail-
ing hour (usually a 5).

Figure 4. Postmark of F. P. No. 8: Round handstamp with a double cirecla
30mm in diameter. Inscription: “Polni Posta 8 C.S.P.,” the latter between two
stars. The bridge is formed by two lines. The date shows the day, month,
then follows two dashes and the year which is given either by a 9 or 20 at
the end.

Figure 5. Three-line handstamp, size 26x50mm: The oblong is marked
off by double lines. Inscription: “C.S. polni posta Bratislava”. The date
shows the day, month and the year in four figures.

Figure 6. Postmark of F. P. No. b: Similar to the stamp of F. P. No. §
(Figure 4). It differs in that the year is shown by the last two figures with
two dashes following. (A similar hand-stamp thought to exist but with a
dash between “Polni-posta” has not heen officially ascertained, so there is
no proef of its existence.)

Figures 7 and 8. Additional handstamps of F. P. Nos. 50 and 46: Round
handstamps of the same size and inscription as stamps of F. P, Nos. 5 and &
(Figures 6 and 4). The date of F. P. No. 50 is given by the day, month and
the year by two fizures followed by the maziling hour. The stamp of F. P.
No. 46 is the same as F. P. No. 5 (Figure 6). Explanation: When in July
1919, new field pcst offices were being established, they were given uniform
handstamps with the text: “Polni posta” followed by the F. P, number and
“C.8.P.” between two stars. These stamps were given not only to all the field

posts set up in July but also to two older fiald posts established earlier—F.
P. 50 and 46

Figure 7 o Figure 8
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Figure 9. Postmark of F. P. No. 14: Round handstamp with a double circle
of the same size and with the same text as F. P. Nos. 5 and 8. The date
marking shows the day, month and the last two figures of the year followed
by two dashes. Cancellations exist where, instead of the first dash, the mail-
ing hour is given.

Figure 10. Postmark of F. P. No. 20: Round handstamp with a double
circle, the same size and text as F. P. Nos. 5 and 8. The date marking shows
the day, month, the last two figures of the year, the mailing hour and a dash,

(to be continued)

President Janecl:a has recently rceeived this gold medal for services ren-
dered to philately.

While this issue is again compiled by the printer, we now have a new
editor, Lt. Col. Joseph M. Sousa, 485 West Gate Drive, State College, Pennn.
16801, to whom articles and items for the Czechoslovak Specialist should be
sent. We hope that all of our old contributors, as well as new ones, will
show your backing of the Society by helping him,
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WANT TO BUY

MINT MINT
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

ISSUES 1923-1926
(Scott Nos. 92-118)

Full Sheets
Part Sheets
Blocks
Die Proofs
Color Trials
Plate Proofs
Rare Perforations
Varieties
Rare Watermark Positions
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