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DURING 1939-1945:

Official German Railway Mail System

In Bohemia & Moravia Protectorate
By Victor Indra
Olomcue, Czechoslovakia
Reprinted from The American Philatelist

Official mail of the German State Railroad System in the Bohemia-Mor-
avia Protectorate which was not serviced and routed through the regula+
postal channels was sent on trains as was customary in Germany proper.

”F:gure 3
Town of Valasske Mezirici used a blank bilingual (Czech-German) registered
mail Iabel on this cover with a handstamp “Bahnhof Wallachisch-Meseritach.”
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This method was used by the German railways authorities for official first
class mail as well as for registered and special delivery items. This mail
was franked by the local German post offices with a special sticker (stamp)
and charged to sender. The stickers were canceled with a dated postmark
and then delivered to the local railroad depot for train transfer and delivery
to addresses.

So far this writer knows of small sized orange and blue stickers, and
also about one large-size sticker in blue. All of these stickers bear the legend
“GMD”, with official insignia on both sides of the legend. Letters and in-
signia are printed in black.

IS cover.

tered mail at Brno is shown affixed to th

for regis

Note handstamped legend reading “E.D.S. mit Zug” (Eisenbahn-Dienstsache
mit Zug—Official Railroad Mail Delivered by Train.)

Special sticker
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The German post office in Brno (Briinn) (see Figure 1) also used a spec-
ial sticker for the registered mail. This sticker is in purple color with the
legend “Einschreiben” and registration number. The sticker is tied with a
rubberstamp postmark with the legend, “E.D.S. mit Zug” (Eisenbahn-Dienst-
sache mit Zup—Official Railroad Mail Delivered by Train).

The Post office in Potstejn used for this special mail its own special de-
livery stickers made from u part of regular parcel post stickers (see Fig. 2).

Another town—Valasske Mezirici—used a blank bilingual (Czech-Germanj
registered mail stickers in purple color with a handstamp “Bahnhof Wallach
isch-Meseritsch” (Figure 3).

Figure 2
Potstejn used its own special delivery sticker. Sticker made from a part of

a regular parcel post label.
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A further variety is the railroad “Telegraph sheet letter” with the large
orange color sticker and a special delivery bilingual sticker (Durch Eilboten-
Spesne). (Figure 4.)

The most interesting piece of this special mail is the letter reproduced ns
Figure 5. This is a private correspondence sent through the German Military
Mail and its sender used on the reverse side of the envelope the identification
number of the field post. There are two cancellations on this letter. The
first is a double circle postmark without name of the locality and bears the
date 17./7.42-12 (July 17, 1942, 12 o’clock local time). The second is the usual
German field post postmark with the Wehrmacht (army) insignia and the

Figure 4
Here’s another variety: A railroad “telegraph lettersheet” with a bilingual

special delivery label,
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number of the respective field post office. In addition, there also is a can-
celed railroad mail sticker on the envelope with the same date—July 17, 1942,
This fact eliminates the possibility that the letter was delivered to the office
of the addressee and then forwarded to another address, probably through
the railrcad mail system. The same date of both postmarks obviously im-
plies a very close co-operation of the German military field post with the Ger-
main railroad official mail sysiem.

So far I have been unahle o discover more facts about this special Ger-
man postal system and would therefore appreciate any information that
could aid to reconstructing a cicarer picture of its history and development.

Figure 5
A highly-interesting cover frem personal correspondence that was sent
' through German Military Mai
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EDITORIAL

We did not plan to write any more editorials but must explain to the
membership the reason for delay in your receipt of the January issue. We
received a court order on December 23, 1968, enjoining everyone from sending
any message to any other member regarding the election held in January.
This order was received by us after our brief letter to many members was
mailed out. However, since there was reference made in the January issue
to certain individuals we wished to avoid unfavorable interpretations ani
therafore had to advise the mailer of our Speecialist to withhold the sending
out of the issue until after the election was over.

We wish also to inform you that we have sent our resignation as Editor
to the President. If by any chance we were re-elected to that office, some-
one eise will have to be found to continue the job. We have also mailed copy
for the March issue to the printer for the sake of continuity.

NEW MEMBER
801 Dr. Keith D. Garlid, 1310 Bolton St., Baltimore, Md. 21217
CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Wm. A. Sandrik, 2615 K Street, N. W., #811, Washington, D. C. 20037
787 Dr. J. A. Blanar, #28, 4780 Cote des Neiges, Montreal 26, Canada
Mirko L. Vondra, 311 St. George Place, Westfield, N. J. 07090

Zip Code Changes

C. M. Stiffler, Zip Code 94530
Guy A. Greenewalt, Zip Code 60093

Omitted from Membership List
751 Alex McMillar, 50 Sunnybrac Road, Takapuna, Auckland 10, New Zealand

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

For the More Advanced Collector
GUTTER PAIRS

209-11 St. Cyril — $5.00 (and one set only with PL. la . ____ 10.00),

(and one set only with PL 1 —_______ 10.00)
218-28 Castles — $4.00 230-1 Entente — $4.30
240 Castle — Tbe (1 only PL 1 2.00) (1 only Pl 1a 2.00)
24050 Scenes — 1.00 807-09 Reds (vertical gutters) 11.59

Back in stock—PadElky—Crzecho Fergery Book $3.98 plus 60c packing-shippine

B. J. MILLER & SON

264 East 180th Street New York, N. Y. 10457
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Schonborn, Bezirk
Rumburg

Schénbrunn bei Policka
Sehénbrunn (Schles.)
Schonbrunn  (Slov.)

Schéonfeld b.
Petschau

Schonfeld, Bez. Aussig

Schonfeld, Horni
Chiibska-
Schonfeld-Ober
Kreibitz
Schonhof, Bohmen
" Schinhof (Schles.)
Schéninger

Schénlind b. Hein-

richsgriin

Schénlind, Domina-

Schénborn, okres

Rumburk
Jedlova
Svinov
Sanbron

Schiénfeld u Beéova

nad Teplou
Tuchomysl
Hornji ¢hiibska-
Schinfeld
Schénfeld-Horni
Chiibska
Krisny Dvir

Senov ve Slezskn

Klet

Schonlind u
Jindiichovic
Domina-Schin-
lind

Sehénlinde Krasna Lipa
Schénpriesen Krasné Biezno
Schinstein Zivotice u Opavy
Sehénthal b. Schonthal u Bedoia
Petschau 1 18
Schénwald Sumvald (p.
(p. Budigov, sev. Mor.)

Schinwald Sumvald (p.
Tatenice)

Schonwald b. M. Sumvald u
Neustadt Unéova
Schonwald b. Schonwald u
Schlackenworth Ostrova
Schonwald b. Tackan Schonwald u
Tachau Tachova
Schénwald b. Schonwald u
Tellnitz Telnice
Schonwald b. Sumvald u
Znaim Znojma
Schinwehr Krisny Jez
Schossberg Zastin
Schreckenstein Stfekov
Schreibendorf Pisatov
Schreibersdorf Nebostice
Schreiberseifen Schreiberzyi
Schriffelsdorf Ereflovi
Schriffelsdorf Nova Dédina (p.
Unéov)

Schumbarg Sumbark
Schumburg-Gistei Sumburk-
Jistebsko

Schurz Ziree
Schiittenhofen Susice
Schiittenitz Zitenice
Schwahitz Svébotice
Schwaden Svadov
Schwadowitz-Eipel Syatonovice-

Upice

Schwansdorf

Schwarzbach a. d. Lusnitz

Schwarzbach im

Béhmerwalde
Sehwarzbach, Mihr,
Schwarzbach-Stuben

Schwarzenthal
Schwarzer See
Schwarzkirchen

Schwarzkosteletz

Schwarzwasser b.
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Svatofiovice
Thda
Cerna na Sumavé

Cervenka
Cerna-Hurka
Cerny Dl
Gerné Jezero
Ostrovadice
Kostelee n.
Cernymi Lesy
Cernda Voda u

Freiwaldau Frywaldova
Schwarzwasser (Slov.) Cierny Balog
Schwatz Svétec
Schwatz-Kuttowitz Svétec-Choté-

jovice

Schwedler Svedlar
Schweinitz Trhové Sviny
Schweissing Svojsin
Schweissing-Tschernoschin Svojsin
Cernosin

Schwoika Svojkov
Sibica Sibice
Sieé Siaé
Sichelsdorf Zichlinek
Sichrov Sychrov
Silberberg Stiibrné Hory

Silber Skalitz
Silica

Sillein
Simmersdorf
Simony
Sinobarna

Sidoka

Sissd

Skala Cervend
Skala Mala
Skalica Uhorska
Skalice Ceska
Skalice St¥ibrna
Skalice-Zlata

Stribrna Skalice
Silice

Zilina na Slov.
Smréna
Simanovany
Cinobafia
Siroka

Sidov

CGervena Skala
Mala Skala
Uhorska Skalica
Ceska Skalice
St¥ibrna Skalice
Ckalice-Boskovice-

Studné nadrazi
Skalka Hronsek
Skalka-Podbezi- Podrezi-Skalka
Skalsko, Sudoméf-  Sudoméf-Skalsko
Skercova Skerefovo
Sklen6é nad Hronom  Sklenné Teplice
Skrochowitz Skrochovice
Skrzeczén Skiedoni
Skurfian Skvriiany
Slaboska Velka Slavosovece
flabosovce (Velké) Slavosovee

Slana

Slana Nizna
Slana Vyina
Slatina Horna

Solnohrad (na Slov.)

NiZna Slana
Vy&na Slana
Horna Slatina
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Velka Slatina
Velki Slatina

Slatina Velki
Slatina, Zupa
zvolenskd
Slaviéin, Hradek-
Slavikovice, Rousinov-

Hradek-Slavidin
Rousinov-
Slavikoviee
Horni Slavkov
Nizny Slavkov
Velky Slavkov
Slavodovee
Dolné SlaZany

Slavkov Horni
Slavkov NiZny
Slavkov Velky
Slavosovee Velké
Slazany Dolné
(Velké)
Slivno Dolni
Slovenska ves
Spisska
Slovinka NiZna
Slovinky NiZné
Sluovice, Lipa-
Smeks
Smokovec Dolny
Smokovee Novy
Smokovee Stary
SmrZovka Dolni

Dolni Slivno
Spisska Slovenskd
Ves

NiZnd Slovinka
Nizna Slovinka
Lipa-Slusoviee
Stary Smokovec
Dolny Smokovee
Nov§ Smokovec
Stary Smokovee
Dolni SmrZovka

Snédovice Enedovice
Sobiesak Sobésuky
Sobinov Sabinov

Sobota Rimavska
Sobota Spisski

Rimavska Sobota
Spisska Sobota

Sodan Sadov
Sofienthal b. Matha- Sofienthal u

Mohren Metuje-Dédova
Séhat Cornoholova
Séhle %ilina na Mor.
Socherl Suchohrdly
Sokeinica Sokyrnica

Dolni Sokolom
Horni Sokolom

Sokolom Dolni
Sokolom Horni

Sékit Sola
Sol Sola
Solivar Solnohrad (na Slov.)
Sollmus Zalmanov
Sollowitz Salaviea
Solotvinsky Kostel Akna Slatina
Sommercin Samoryn
Somorja SamOI'j"Il
Somoszkéujfalu Somosova
Sonneberg, Bez. Sonneberg, okr.

Haida Bor u Ceské Lipy
Sonnenberg im Suniperk

Erzgebirge
Sopornya Soportia
Sorgenthal, Pleil- Pleil-Sorgenthal
Spécza Spadince
Spachendorf Spachov
Speitsch Spicky
Spillendorf Spilov
Spindelmiihle Vietenovy Mlyn

Spissky Svity
Ondrej
Spissky Stvrtok

Spitzberg
Sponau
Sporitz
Spornhau
Staab
Stablowitz
Stadt Kanitz
Stadt Liebau
Stahlau
Stachenwald
Stampfen
Staniméfice
Stanislavice
Stanislowice
Stankowitz,
Saaz
Stanuern

Bez.

| Stara

Stard Bieclava
Stard Ves Spisska

Ves
Staré Hije Doyny Ohaj
Staré Mésto Hofejsi Staré
Hotejsi Mésto
Starkenbach Jilemnice
Starkstadt Starkov
Stary Tabor Sezimovo Ust!
Stauding Studénka
Stavnd Stavnoje
Stecken Stoky
Stefanau Stepinov, okres
Sternb., Mor.
Steffelsdorf Stefultov
Stem Kamionka
Steinaun Stonava
Steine Kamenns
Stein im Pobmerwalde Polni nz
Sumavé
Steinitz Zdanice
Steinkirchen Kamenny Ulezd

Steinmeritz
Steinsdorf
Steinschonau
Steiniiberfuhr
Steindchrowitz
Stékna

Stepané

Stephansruh

Steinberg a. d. S.

Sternberg Bad

Sternberg, Méahren

February 1969

Svity ‘Ondrej,
zZupa Spisska
Stvrtok, Zupa
spisska
&piddk
Spélov
Spofice
Ostruzna
Stodo
Stablovice
Dolni Kounie=
Mésto Libava
&tahlavy
Stachovice
Stupava
Staméfiea
Stanislavovice
Stanislavovice
Stadkovice,
okres Zatec
Stonafov
Stard
BYeclava 3
Spisska Stars

Stamétice

Kéamen u Habri
Kamenicky Senov
Kamenny Piivoz
Kamenné Zchroviee

Stekent

Stépanov na Slov.
nyni

P#ichovice
Sternberk nad
Saz.

Lazné Sternberk

v ¢
Sternberk na
Mor.
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Stettin Stitina
Stiebnig Jistebnik ve Slezsku
Stiebrowitz Stébofice
Stiedra Stédré
Stiegnitz Kiténice
Stift Tepl Kli&ter Tepla
Stollenbau &tolnhava
Stomfa Stupava
Stosz Stos
Stoszfiirdo Stos Kuapele
Strabiéevo Strabiéovo
Strabi¢ova Strabic¢ovo
Stracena Ztratend
Straéena Ztratend
Strablhoschtitz Strelohoitice
Stramberg Stramberk
Stran Labsks Labska Stran
Strassnitz Straznice

Straseci Nove-
Strasnice Staré

Nové Straseci
Staré Stra&nice

Strauschnitz- StruZnice-Jezvé
Neustadtl
Straz Strazi nad NeZarkou

Straz Hojsova

Straz u Tachova
Streda Bodrogski Bodrog Serdabei
Streda Dunajska Dunajskid Streda
Streda nad Vdhom  PovaZska Streda
Streda Nitrianska Nitrianska Streda
Streda Povaiska Povazska Streda
Strebovd Dolnd Dolni Strehova
Strhare Dolné Dolné Strhére

Hojsova Straz
Novomésti

Strieca Sirte
Stritschitz Stryéice
Strobnitz Stropnice
Strojeditz Strojetice
Strzebowitz Stiebovice ve Slez.
Stfedni ApSa Srednaja ApSa
Sttedokluky, Knézeves-

KnéZeves- Stiredokluky
Stielnd Velka Velkd Stfelna
Strenitz Trsténice
St¥esmif Stiezimir
Strischowitz Stiizovice
Stubenbach Pragil
Stubnyafiirdé Stubnianske Teplice
Studein Studena
Studenec Horni Horn* Studenee
Studinke Studenky

Studnice Vysoki
Stéa Dolna
Stiéa Horna
cudoméFice, okr,
Bechyné
Sucha Goérna
Suchd Horni
Suchad Prostiedni

Vysoka Studnice
Dolnd Sica
Horna Siéa
Sudométice-

Cernice

Horni Sucha
Horni Sucha
Prostfedni Sucha

Pege 26

Sucha Srédnia
Sucha Velka

Prostiedni Suchj
Velkd Sucha

Suchenthal Suchdol nad LuZniei
Suché Vrbny Suché Vrbné
Sukdol Suchdol u Kutné Hory
Sukohrad Sukorady
Supi Hora Kyéperk
Supikovice, Sandhubel- Sandhubel-

Supikovice
Surédnka Suranky
Surty Sirte
Svalova Svaljava
Svité Jany Moravské Mor. Sv. Jany

Svatoriovice Malé
Svity Benadik

Malé Svatofiovice
Hronsky Sv. Befiedik

Svaty Jiachymov Jachymov
Sviity Jan Liptovsky Liptovsky

Sviity Jan
Sviity Jan Moravsky Moravské

Sv. Jany
Svaty Jan, Vrai. Vraz-Svaty Jan
Sviaty Jur Bursky Buarsky Svity

Jur

Svity Jur nad Hronsky Sviity Jur
Hronom

Svaty Kriz Tekovsky Svaty Kriz

nad Hronom

Sviaty Martin Turéiansky Svaty

Turéiansky Martin
Svity Mikulas Bursky Birsky Sv.
Mikuolas

Svity Mikulas Liptovsky Svity
Liptovsky Mikulas
Svity Mikulas Plavecky Svaty
Plavecky Mikulas
Svity Ondrej nad Hronsky Sv.
Hronom Ondrej
Svedlér Svedlar
Svét Novy Novy Svét

Svidnik Vysny Vyiny Svidnik

Svitiskd Nova Ves Chminanska
Nova Ves

Sviny Trhové Trhové Sviny
Svratka Rade3inska Radeg&inska
Svratka

Swétla am Jeschken Svétla pod
Jestédem

Swolenoves Zvolenédves
Synobaia Cinobana
Syrovitka, Dob¥enice- Dobfenice-
Syrovatka

Syrovice Nové Nové Syrovice
Szacsur Saéurov
Széddalmas Jablonov, Zupa
abaujski

Szakoleza Uhorska Skalica
Szalakus Salakiz
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Szaniszlofalva Stagkov
Széntd Santov
Szap Sap
Szarapatak Suchid pri Trnave
Szarvashaza Zderiova
Szaszpelsocz Sésa
Szazd Sazdice
Szeklencze Sokyrniea
Széleskit Solosnica
Szémd Szimd
Szénavar Senchradz
Szenez Senec
Senicz Senica na Slovenskau
Szentantal Svaty Antol
Szentgyirgy Svity Jur
Szentistvinfalva Popudiny
Szentistvankiit Hasprunka
Szentivany csorbaté Strbské Pleso
Szentmihdlyfalva Michalany n.

Torisou
Szentmihalyiar Svity Michal nad

Zitvou
Szentmiklos Cinadievo
Szepeshéla Spisska Beld
Szepesjakabfalva Jakubiany,

Zupa spisska

Szepeskdrtvélyes Hruov nad

Hornadom

Szepesmindszent Bijacovee
Szepesifalu Spisskd Starid Ves
Szepesolaszi Spidské Vlachy
Szepesremete Mnisek, Zupa
spifska

Szepessiimeg Smizany
Szepesszombat Spisska Sobota
Szepestapoleza Spifskd Teplica
Szepestotfalu Spisska Slovenska
Ves

Szepesvaralja Spisské Podhradie
Szepesvéghely Hranovnica
Szepsi Moldava na Sloven.
Szered Sered nad Vahom
Szerednye Serednoje
Szete Setich
Szielnicz Sielniea
Sziklaszoros Skalité
Szilad Siladice
Szilicze Silies
Szinna Snina
Szinébanya Cinobana
Szinébényai wvasgyar Cinobanska
Zelesiaren

Szinye Svifa
Szinyetjfalu Chmifanskd Nova
Ves

Szitnya-Stefulté Stefultov
Szkacsan Skaéany

February 1969

Szkaros Skeregovo
Szklabonya Sklabind nad Iplom
Szklenéfiirdo Sklenné Teplice
Szlabonya Sklabind nad Iplom
Szlanica Slanjea
Szlidesfiirdo Slia¢ Kdpele
Szmrecsan Smredany
Szobrancz ‘Sobrance
SzoleSan Soléany
Szdllés Vajnory
Szolyva Svaljava
Szomolany Smolenice
Szomolnok Smolnik
Szomolnokhuta Smolnicka Huta
Szomoriovaszi Somorova
Szomotor Somotor
Szonéw Senov ve Slezsku
Sztara Staré
Sztraczena Ztratena
Sztrazsa StraZa, Zupa spisska
Sztreesény Stresno
Sztropkd Stropkov
Szuesan Suéany
Szuhany Suchai
Szumark Sumbark
Sziirte Sirte
Sachov-Hliflany Ralovice-Hlinany
Sajavsky Gemer Gemer
Saldorf Stary Stary Saldorf
Salgovee Salgdcka
Zaly Zala nad Vihom
Sambron Sanbron
Sanov, HruSovany- Hrufovany-Sanov

Sanov, Teplice-
Sarisské HanuSovce

Teplice-Sanov
Hanulovee nad
Toplou

Velky &aris
Hronské Sarluhy
Velké Sarluhy
Hronské Sarluhy
Lhota &arova
Velky Sari§

Sari§ Velky
Sarluhy Hronské
Sarluhy (Velké)
Sarluiky

Sarova Lhota
Sarys Velky

&aiéin SaBtin

Scepanov Stepanov na Slov

Sela Zala nad Vihom

Senkvice Velké Velké Senkvice
(Hrubé)

Zenov Kamenicky
Senov Velky

Kamenicky Senov
Velky Zenov

&iahy Ipelské Sahy
&jarovee Velké Velké Siarovee
Sicendorf Némecky Némecky

Sicendorf
Simlovany Simdnovany
Simotfiany Simidnovanv
56k Madansky 86k
Sonov Senov ve Slezsku
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THE EMISSIONS AND CANCELLATIONS OF
SUBCARPATHIAN RUSSIA AND SOUTHERN SLOVAKIA
By Roger Richet (Bourges)

Translated by Ernst M. Cohn (Washington)

(continued from last issue)
The Clandestine Issue of the Czech Ukrainians in Poland

In 1919 two provisional governments, one at Lemberg and the other at
Stanislawow, disputed the supremacy of the Ukraine. The first wanted to
have the territory attached to Poland, the other to its Russian brothers at
Kiev. During that time, a Czech minority, attributed to Poland and living
on the eastern slopes of the Carpathians, wanted to federate with the sub
carpathian Russia of Czechoslovakia.

A clandestine committee, formed in that zone, instituted a no less clan-
destine government called “Ukrainian Republic of Czechoslovakia.”

This committee issued stamps by hand-surcharging Polish stamps (Yvert
147 o 153) with a coarse cachet in black.

The series comprises
3 f. dark brown (147)
5 f. green (148)
10 f. brown-lilac (149)
15 £. red (150)
20 £. blue (151)
25 f. olive (152)
50 {. green (153)

This surcharge shows a rider galloping on a horse, recalling the cossacks
of the Don, brothers of all Ukrainians. Below it are the initials Y. P. Ca.
These three letters are the initials of the Russian words “Ykpanha Pecpyblika
Ceskoslovenska,” which we have translated above.

This surcharge was applied in haste and very erudely. Hence there ar»
many inverted surcharges Necdless to say, stamps from this elandestina
issue are almost impossible to find on covers or on piece.

Issue of the “Popular Ukrainian Republic”

for postage purposes, the autonomous government of the popular Ukrain-
ian Republic had prepared, in 1919, a very nice series of Five stamps. One of
these—the perforated ten crown value—is shown on the photograph of the
cancel for the opening of the Ukrainian parliament on March 15, 1939 (see
above).

The five stamps of this very successful and most workmanlike issue are:

1) 10 sot., blue and green-yellow, imperf.;

2) 20 sot, red-carmine anc clear blue, imperf.;
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3) 50 sot., violet-lilac and red-carmine, imperf.;

4) 1 crown, brown-sepia and lilae, perf. 11%4;

5) 10 crowns, blue-green and red, perf. 11%.

All stamps are of identical design, slightly larger than the normal 24x%9
mm,

They show at the center the archangel Gabriel with wings opened, form-
ing a shield and holding in his right hand his raised sword. He is shown
above the traditional Czec!: lion: on a shield in white and is, in turn, sur-
mounted by the Ukrainian trident, again in white.

At the bottom are the values in squares on each side of the monetary
unit; and around the stamp, forming a framework, is the inseription “popular
Ukrainian republic” in Cyrillic characters.

The stamps appear to have been printed in sheets of 100, since the panes
of 25 in our collection are % of a normal sheet.

The issue was very carefully prepared, both as concerns its composition
and its printing. Even the ink is perfectly constant, and no varieties o*
shades can be found. Only for the imperforate 20 sot. is there a clear blus
and a slightly ultra-marine clear blue.

The German-language Swiss Zumstein catalog indieates, in a brief note,
that these stamps were about to be issued when the government of the west-
ern Ukraine was dissolved by its flight to Vienna, the territory of the western
Ukraine having been incorporated into Poland in July 1919.

At the end of 1923, the stock of stamps was to ha.e been destroyed. But
a very large part was saved from destruction, because a number of them, in
mint condition, are on the market.

Part seems to have becn preserved clandestnely by the lo.al authorities
and again been brought out during the uphzavals of 1939 and 1044.

in 1939 these stamps were employed as welfare stamps as well as patri-
otic stamps for a voluntary surtax over normal postage.

Specialists on Ukrainian stamps also assert that, in the Ukrainian vil-
lages—whether in Russia, Roumania, or app.rently even in Czechoslovakia—
these welfare stamps constituted a forced tax for ordinary correspondence
in those regions, somewhat similar to the Spanish welfare stamns of 1957,
during the civil war.

Some letters regularly carried by the mails were franted solely with
these stamps, which were thus legal and had a truly official character.

There have been seen, and there are known in Czechoslovakia, some en
velopes in specialist collections with such franking. Needless to say, such
pieces are extremely rare and desirable.

That explains the presence of the ten crown stamp on the letter shown
here.
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It has been written that this series was “not issued.”” That statement is
partly wrong. It was not issued at the time of its creation, but it was used
subsequently. That is an important point to be made.

The Chust Issue

fifter the fall of Hungary, in November 1944, the Czechoslovak govern-
ment delegation came from London to the territory now called “Zakarpatska
Ukrajina”—Ukraine behind the Carpathians—and had made a new stamp
issue by overprinting the then current Hungarian stamps, found in the various
post offices of the area, with the two-line inscription C.S.P./1944.

That is the famous Chust overprint that comprises 32 postage and 1)
tax stamps. Here are the details for this issue, including the numbers print-
ed of each value:

Issue of 1943-44, perf. 12x12% (Yvert No. 612 to 628):
1 f. gray 2964 stamps
. orange 1912 stamps
. ultramarine 106 stamps
. brown-red 2879 stamps
. vermilion 586 stamps
. blue-gray 276 stamps
green-gray-olive 4442 stamps
brown 3380 stamps
. green 877 stamps
gray-violet 1618 stamps
red-brown 2547 stamps
. lilac 252 stamps
carmine (St. Marguerite) 3003 stamps total of 30 f.
. carmine (Crown of St. Stephen)
. blue 280 stamps
. olive-brown 50 stamps
Pp. green 418 stamps
1948 Christmas stamps (Yvert 646 to 648):
4 f. dark green
20 f. blue
30 £f. brown-red
The exact numbers printed zre not known but certainly very small. In-
cidentally, no catalog has ever mentioned them, although they were issued
as a perfectly regular issue.
Czech spscialists estimate that no more than 50 of each were printed.

1944 Fiftieth anniversary of the death of Kossuth:
4 f. brown (Yvert 653) 678 stamps
20 f. dark green (654) 675 stamps
30 f. brown carmine (655) unknown
50 f. blue gray (656) 165 stamps
1544 Famous women (Yvert No. 657-663):
20 f. brown-olive 636 stamps
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24 f. purple 80 stamps
30 f. brown-red 1267 stamps
50 f. blue 176 stamps
70 f. brown-orange 730 stamps
80 f. brown-carmine 327 stamps
1941 Adrmiral Horthy:
2 pengo brown on yellow (571) 92 stamps
5 pengo violet on yellow (572) 49 stamps

Tax stamps of 5 April 1941:

2 f. red-brown (139) 270 stamps

f. red-brown (140) 160 stamps

f. red-brown (141) 320 stamps

f. red-brown (143) 60 stamps

f. red-brown (144) 215 stamps-

f. red-brown (145) 102 stamps
f. red-brown (146) 64 stamps
f. red-brown (147) 60 stamps

20 f. red-brown (148) 242 stamps

36 f. red-brown (151) 242 stamps :

Official notice number 27/4-1944, by the postmaster of Chust, Mr. Michel
Fedeise, dated December 4, 1944, and written as a result of the order of No-
vember 8, 1944, of the Delegate of the Government for the Administration of
the liberated regions (article 3 of the constitutional decree) also mentions
the following printings at Chust with the same overprint:

16,000 posteards with the Hungarian stamp of 18 fil.
244 envelopes with the Hungarian stamp of 30 fil.
180 postcards with paid response with the Hungarian stamp of 36 fil.

To complete the supply of postcards, the red miiitary post cards were
also overprinted, with a rubber device carrying the words Poita Geskosloven-
skd in a rectangular frame.

The postal employee, Michael Filip, was charged with preparing all the
above overprints. He was a very serious man who executed his work in the
presance of the office chief and under the eye of another employee,

The various postage stamps postal cards, and tax stamps were put into
service and sold at the Chust post office from December 4, 1944,

The overprinting device was officially transmitted during the summer
of 1345 by the Chust postmaster to the ministry of posts, telegraphs, and
telephones. It can now be seen at the Postal Muaseum of Prague, according
to the report of Dr. Albert Prazak, delegate of the goverament of the Czecn-
oslovak Republic and special envoy from Moscow at Chust. ~Additional and
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later printings of this emission were impossible, according to that report,
because of the strict controls by Mr, Michel Fedelse, Postmaster of Chus:.

Meanwhile, while awaiting the appearance of this issue, the current Hun-
garian stamps that were found st Chust were used for mail in the area and
for mail to London, Moscow, and Sevijus, cancelled in red and carrying one
of the following three dates: 8, 13, and 14 November 1944. The translatei
insceription reads “Czechoslovak Republic/mail of the liberated territory of
Chust.”

Because of the difficulty of transport and various obstacles, particularly
lack of gasoline at that time, official and private mail from Chust was al-
ways transported at the time of official visits of government members in
the country, or on the oceasion of transporting food supplies.

The cancel was used not only at Chust but also in other places of eastern
subcarpathian Russia: Teresva, Sevijus, Lipei, Tjacevo, Rachovo, Volove, ete.

Another, rather curious cancel was used at Chust abt the moment of its
liberation and applied either in red or in black. Its text “Republika &eskn-
slovenska/12.11. Teresva-Tebecba/1944/Posta Osvobozenéhn Uzeme” meaning
“Czechoslovak Republic/12 November 1944/mail of the liberated territory.”
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We can reproduce another very rare bilingual cancel, Czech and Russian,
used at Sevijus on Decemher 1, 1944, on Hungarian stamps overprinted at
Chust.

The same cancel is known starting from November 11, 1944, on Hungarian
stamps not yet surcharged at Chust with “C. S. p.”,

Starting at that period, the Hungarian cancels were gradually replaced

by Czech cancels with either bilingual inseription or in Czech or Ukrainian
alone.
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WANT TO BUY

MINT MINT
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

ISSUES 1923-1926
(Scott Nos. 92-118)

Full Sheets
Part Sheets
Blocks
. Die Proofs
Color Trials
Plate Proofs
Rare Perforations
Varieties
Rare Watermark Positions

ARTHUR 1. KESSLER

221 East 78th Street New York, N. Y. 10021




