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EDITORIAL
Thirtieth Anniversary of our Society

it is amazing when one stops to realize that so many years have passed
by and we have reached this landmark. We have worked together for so long
and in recent years we brought it so far that there was no concern about the
issuanee of this publication. We were able to secure ihe cooperation of the
Czechoslovak agencies which increased our sources of information for your
benefit. However, our more recent difficulties with a selfish and troublesome
minority have been such that on this anniversary we cannot close on a cheer-
ful note.

Nevertheless, we wish you all a very happy New Year!

THE EMISSIONS AND CANCELLATIONS OF
SUBCARPATHIAN RUSSIA AND SOUTHERN SLOVAKIA
By Roger Richet (Bourges)

Translated by Ernst M. Cohn (Washington)

(continued from last issue)

The Typographic Overprint of Kassa

Our study of the Visszatért cancellations would be incomplete if we did
not mention the typographic overprint of Kassa (in Hungarian; Kofice in
Czech; Kaschau in German) of November 11, 1938.

The Czechoslovak Republic issued a 50 h. green stamp on July 16, 1938,
showing the cathedral of Saint Elizabeth of Ko8ice (Yvert No. 344), very well
done. This stamp was issued with a gutter ornamented with a bunch of
grapes that are the delight of specialist collectors.

This stamp was overprinted on November 11, 1938, the “day of liberation”
of Kogice, with a very well done typographical overprint in thick capital let-
ters, showing the word Kassa above or below the stamp. The overprint is
10 mm. long and 3 mm, high.
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Furthermore, this gutter at the same time rcceived the 4-line surcharge
“Ismét/magyarok/vagyunk/1938. nov. 11”.

The first three lines have thick lower-czse letters of the same style as the
word Kassa, and the fourth line is in thin characters.

The overprint means “We are Hungarians again! 11 November 1938”.

In this typographic overprint of Kassa we find the same spirit in which
the Visszatért cachets were prepared. Further, such cachets habitually were
used to cancel the stamps of Kofice and the gutter mentioned above.

We have the good fortune of having in our personal collection a piece
showing this overprint and addressed to Budapest on that “solemn” day of
November 11, 1938.

On January 21, 1939, the town of Chust was named the new capital of
subcarpathian Russia, which called itself within a few weeks “Carpathian
Ukraine.” This date coincided with the 20th anniversary of the first official
movement to incorporate Ruthenia into Czechoslovakia.

On that occasion, a bicolored obliteration, blue-gray and golden yellow,
of 38 mm. diameter, was used to commemorate the event. It is reproduced
here.

The text recalls the 20th anniversary of the existence of subcarpathian
Russia in Czechoslovakia: 21 January 1919 / 21 January 1939. The cancel
was little used and is difficult to find today.

It is found on the then current Czechoslovak stamps and, as a favor, on
the stamps of tke Ukraine of 1921 (Yvert Nos. 134 to 147). The cancel can
" also be found with the date 22 January 1939.

On March 2, 1939, the parliament of the remaining Czechoslovak terri-
tory was to convene and proclaim the autonmomy of the country under the
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name of Carpathian Ukraine. That is when the Czechoslovak stamp, Yvert
354, was issued. The new capital of the country was Chust, which had an
important philatelic history, as we shall see. The former capital Uzhorod had,
of course, been incorporated in Hungary by the arbitration of Vienma.

A commemorative cancel in red and black was used for the opening of
the parliament: (See illustration.)

(&

Only some 50 covers are known that were actually postally used with
this very rare cancellation. The inscription says: Opening of the first par-
liament.

On that occasion an upright souvenir sheet was also issued, 82x115 mm.,
carrying in its center Yvert No. 354 and, below, the legend in Ukrainian char-
acters “Opening of the first session of the Ukrainian parliament—2.111.1989".
1t was printed in gray blue, like the stamp, and carried the coat of arms of
the Ukraine as shown in the cancel above (a shield with a red bear on white
background on the right half, and 4 horizontal blue bands alternating with 3
gold bands on the left half). This ungummed souvenir sheet was printed in
a very small edition and is almost unobtainable even in Czechoslovakia.

But actually, the Ukrainian parliament was not to convene because of
the events provoked by the new dictate of Hitler, separating Slokavia from
the remainder of the Czech territory., The parliament sat for only a few
hours, until 3 p.m. on March 15, 1939. At 4 p.m. Chust was invaded and oc-
cupied by the Hungarian fascist armies who spread the mnext day over the
whole territory of the Carpathian Ukraine.

The Ukrainian parliament was soon dissolved and its members dispersed.

We can show below a reproduction of the last cancel, struck at 83 p.m. on
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March 15, 1939, on a cover of the autonomous government and carrying the
motto “Slava Ukraine” or “Glory to the Ukraine.”

This photograph is a reproduction of one of the beautiful pieces in the
tremendous and unique collection of Mr. Blaha, the eminent Czechoslovak
philatelist at Zabreh (Czechoslovakia), who kindly gave it as well as other
remarkable pieces to us, for which we thank him sincerely.

This red cancel was obtainable only at the special offices of the Ukrainian
parliament.

But this piece has an unsuspected philatelic importance because of the
presence of the stamp on the left, which we shall discuss later. Normal mail
was obliterated by the normal black bilingual cancel. As unlikely as it
seems, that cancel is still more rare than the official red cancel, because that
day everybody wanted the commemorative cancel of parliament and neglected
the current cancel of the ordinary post office. Hence we know only some 40
pieces cancelled in black. After the invasion of the Carpathian Ukraine on
March 15, 1939, by Hungary, a new Hungarian name was introduced, “Karpat
Ukrajina—KAarpétalja.” Naturally the stamps were Hungarian. But can-
cels, registration labels, and postal stationery remained bilingual (Hungarian
and Ukrainian); while the three districts of UZzhorod (Ungvar in Hungarian),
Berehovo (Beregszasz), and Mukacevo (Munkéces), highly magyarized, used
purely Hungarian cancels, registry labels, and stationery.

rno

To celebrate the recovery of the aren, Hungary issucd a beautiful set of
stamps (Yvert 519 to 522) in 1939, of which the two most attractive ones show
the castle of Munkdcs and the cathedral of Kassa.
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Previously, in 1988, Hungary had issued two other stamps (Yvert 504 and
505) to commemorate the recovery of these Czech territories, by printing
“Hazatérés 1938"” on stamps of the series of St. Stephen.

The last Czech cancel was used at Chust at 3 p.m. on March 15, 1939. At
4 p.m. the same day, beating all speed records, the Hungarian postmaster of
Chust, Zakarias Janos, no doubt wanting to increase his notoriety and to make
himself noticed by his government, put his personal stamp on correspondence
as shown here, when parliament and the main post office had barely been
occupied by Hungary.

NYOMTATVAN

This very rare document was photographed by our good Czech friend
Blaha of Zabreh

The occupation of subcarpathian Russia by Hungary, at the beginning of
the recent world war, lasted to the end of 1944, when allied American and
Russian troops advanced all over central Europe to aid the collapse of the
greater German Reich: Liberation of southern Slovakia, January 1945; liber-
ation of southern Moravia, May 2, 1945; liberation of Prague, May 5; German
capitulation, May 8, 1945.

During the period 1939 to 1945, the stamps, cancels, and registration
labels were Hungarian in all of subcarpathian Russia except for some towns
like Rakodin, as we have seen, which preserved the bilingual Hungarian-
Ukrainian cancels.

The Liberation of Kosice 1945

Kosice (Kassa in Hungarian) which had celebrated with delirious enthus-
jasm ‘its incorporation in Hungary in 1938 by numerous VISSZATERT oblit-
erations, which we described above, was liberated by allied troops on January
19, 1945,
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We must say something about this liberation. The local committee of lib-
eration of the town, constituted right after the departure of Hungarian troops
retreating from the allies, undertook to celebrate this historic event by issu-
ing a posteard with a legal franking value of 1.50 Kc, shown here,

Of the usual 147x102 mm. format, it was sold to the public at 3Kcs. We
know of three printings, one light chestnut on light green, one dark chestnut
on light green, and one chestnut on cream.

ST S i 3k ¥:

On the left, the card shows the cathedral of Kosfice and, below it, the in-
scription “Pravda Viazi / 19.1.1945 navratila nim / Kodice Cervena Arméda”
or “Truth Triumphs — 19 January 1945 — Kogice liberated by red army”.

On the right is the postage imprint showing a Slovak landscape with the
three traditional Tatras, flanked by two fir trees. On top is the word CES-
KOSLOVENSEKO.

To complete the story of this historic period, we show a very pretty can-
cel, issued in Hungary on November 20, 1944, at Munkéces (Mukadevo) to com-
memorate the hundredth birthday of Michel Lieb Munkéesy, called Mihély, a
Hungarian painter from Munkécs.

Here is this remarkable cancel:

The above picture makes it unnecessary to give a more detailed deserip-
tion.

Michel Lieb who was a student of Fischer's, died at Bonn in 1900, passed
his whole career in Paris, where he produced a large number of celebrated
pictorial works, of which Hungary can be justly proud.

This black cancellation can be found on all then current Hungarian stamps
as well as those of the territories occupied by Hungary, particularly on large
commemorative stamps.

(to be centinued)
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Praga Praha
Prague Praha
Prachatit Prachatice
Prakfalva Prakova
Praskowitz Prackovice
Pratsch Pradice

Nemecké Pravno
Slovenské Pravno

Pravno Nemecké
Pravno Slovenské

Prerau Pierov
Preselany Preserany
Preschen Piestany
Pressburg Bratislava
Pressnitz Piiseénice
" Pressnitz-Reischdorf Ptisecnice-
Reischdorf

Presporok Bratislava
Pribilina Pribylina
Pribéez Pribovee
Priesen Bfezno u Chomiitova
Priesen-Postelberg B¥ezno-
Postoloprty

Priethal Pridoli
Primiswald Premyslov
Prittlach Pritluky
Privigye Prievidza
Priding Pfedin
Prédlitz b, Aussig Pfedlice
Prodlitz b. Nezam. Brodek u
Nezamyslic

Préllas Brody
Prosenice Malé Malé Prosenice

Prosenice, Radvanice- Radvanice-

Prosenice
Proschwitz a. d. Neisse Profoviee
Proschwitz b. Arnau Proseéné
Prossmeritz Prostomérice
Prossnitz Prostéjov
Protiwitz Protivice
Pruk Dunahidas

Kadan-Prunefov
Moravské Prusy
Horni Prysk
Slezské Predmésti
Uhelna Pfibram

Prunciov, Kadan
Prusy Moravské
Prysk Horni
Predmésti Slezské
Piibram Uhelna

Ptichowitz Piichovice
Prilepy Velké Velké Prilepy
Piisnek Piiseka

Privory, Vietaty-
Piivoz Kamenny
Piivoz, Moravska

Vietaty-Piivory
Kamenny Pfivoz
Moravska Ostrava-

Ostrava Pfivoz
Pschoblik Psovlky
Psinice, Liban- Libafi-Psinice
Pscolina Piolina
Pudlein Podolinee
Puhé Puchov
Pukantz Pukanec
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Puletschnei ' Pule&ny
Pulgram Pulgary
Pullitz Police u Jemnice
Piirglitz Kfivoklat
Piirles Brlozec
Purschau Pofejov
Piirstein Peritein
Puschwitz Bugkovice
Pusty Fedymes Pusta Fedymes
Pusztafodémes Pusta Fedjmes
Pusztavirt Pustavirt
Putzeried Pocinovice
Qualisch Chvaleé
Raabe Hrabova
Raase Rézova
Rabsca Rabéa
Rabcesicze Rabéice
Rabenseifen Hrabédice
Rabenstein Rabstein nad Stielou
Rabersdorf Raboiov
R&abi, Zichovice- Zichovice-R4abi
Rabstein Rabétein %
Raclavice Velké Velké Raclavice
Racdistorf Rastislavice
Radaun Radouri
Radbot Ratbot
Ladéice Marianské Marianské Raddice
Radimér, Gréandorf.- Grandorf-
Radimé&f

Radiméf Moravska Moravska
Radiméf

Radl Radlo
‘Radonitz Radonice
Radosna Radosina
Radosbez RadoSovce
Radowenz Radvanice, Cechy
Radvaii Vy#ni NiZnad Radvan
Radvany Radvati nad Hronom

Dunajské Rad-
vany

Nizna Radvaf
Radvaii nad

Radvany Dunajské

Radvan Zbudska
Radvan Zvolenska

Hronom
Ragyolez Radovee
Rahé Rachova
Rahovo Hrachovo
Rachova Rachovo
Rachovo Hrachovo
Raitz Réjec na Mor.
Raitzisdorf Rastislavice
Rajéa Rastislavice
Rajecz Rajec na Slov.
Rajeczfiirdé Rajecké Teplice
Rakfalu Rakovice
Rakéez Rakovec nad Ondavou
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Rakonitz Rakovnik
Rékosbanya Rikos Baiia
Rakosina Rako&in
Rakovee Rakovec nad Ondavou
Rakisy Rokus
Ralboch Rarbok
Rampersdorf Langtorf
Ramsau Ramsova
Rénkfiired Herlany
Rankovee Herlany
Ranzern Rancifov
Rapp Rapovce
Raslavice Slovenské Slovenské

(Uhorské) Raslavice
Raspenau Raspenava
Rasdkov, Bohdikov- Bohdikov-Raskov
Ratké Ratkova
Ratschdorf Rastislavice
Ratzersdorf Rastislavice
Raudnitz Roudnice
Rausenbruck Strachotice
Rautenberg Roudno
Réoce Rastislavice
Rééa Rastislavice
Redenitz Radnice u Kadané
Regens Rehotov
Rehberg im Bdéhmervalde Reberky

na Sumavé

Rehdorfel Srnéi Vesnigka
Reichenau a. d. K. Rychnov n
Knéznoa

Reichenau a. d. Maltsch Rychnov
nad Malsi

Reichenau b. Gablonz Rychnov u

a. d. N.
Reichenau, Mihren

Jablonce n. Nisou
Rychnov na

Mor.
Reichenberg Liberec
Reichstadt Zakupy
‘Reichstadt Forstlehr- Zikupy les-
anstalt nické udiligté
Reichwaldau Rychvald
Reinowitz Rynovice
Reischdorf, Piiseénice- Piiseénice-
Reischdorf
Reitendorf a. d. Tess Rapotin
Reitzdorf Prenéov
Rej8stein Dolni Dolni Rejsstein
Remeta Turjanskija Remeta
Remeta Turjanskija Remeta
Turjanskija
Remetevasgyir Rybnické Hamre
Remety Hémre Rybnické Hamre
Remety Turjanské Turjanskija
' Remeta
Remjaty Héamre Rybnické Hamra
Ren¢ Renéov
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Réte Réca
Revica Velka Velka Revica
Ribény Rybany
Riegersdorf, Bhm. Modrd v Cechich
Riegerschlag Lodhéfov
Riesdorf Ruskinovee
Richenburg Rychmburk
Rimabanya Rimavskid Bana
Rimabrezé Rimavské Brezovo
Rimakokova Rimavska Kokava
Rimarahé Hrachovo
Rimasimonyi Simonovee
Rimaszécs Slaé
Rimaszombat Rimavskd Sobota
Rinarec Rynare=
Ringelshain Rynoltice

Ripnany Malé
Ripnany Velké
‘Risenburk, Osek-
Rigfiovee Dolné
Ritschka

Roéov Horni
Rodov, Solopisky-

Malé Ripiiany
Velké Ripnany
Osek-Risenburk
Dolné Righovesz
Ricky

Horni Rocov
Solopisky-Rocov

Rohé Rohov
Rohrbach b. Gr. HruSovany u

Secl Zidlochovie
Rohrbach na Slovensku Rarbok
Rohrsdorf b. Hainspach Réhrsdorf

u Haifispachu

Réhrsdorf b. Zwickau Rohrsdorf u

Cvikova
Rochlitz Roketnice nad Jizzerou
Réchlitz b. Reichenberg Rochlice

Roketnice Dolni
Roketnice Horni
Rokitnitz

Roks

Rolava Nova
Rolava Nova-

Dolni Roketnice
Horni Roketnice
Rokytnice
Rokis

Nova Rolava
Nova Rolava-

Bosifany Boé&irany
Role Stara Starid Role
Roémerstadt Ryma¥ov
Ronsperg Ronsperk *
Ropica Ropice
Rosavice Podmokly 2
Rosenau Rosfhava
Rosenberg, Bhm. RoZmberk
Rosenberg (Slov.) RuZomberci
Rosenthal I. b. Reichen- RiZodol 1.

berg u Liberce
Rosenthal-Graupen Vrehoslavs

Krupka

Rosenthal im Bdéhmer- RoZmitél
walde na Sumav:
Rosenthal (Slov.) Rosin-ol
Rosshaupt Rozvadev
Rossrein Rozhrani
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Rosswald Rudoltice ve Slesku
Rostein Rozstani, okr. Plumlov
Rostein Rozstani &=
Rosternitz Rosténice
Roth . . . Cerveny, -4, -é .. .
Rothau Rothava
Rothava, Annathal- Annathal-Roth-

ava
Rothenstein Cervany Kamen
Rother Berg Cervany Vreh
Rothieditz Gervenia Redice
Rottenschachen Rab8achy

Rousinov Novy
Routka Velka

Novy Rousinov
Velki Routka

Rovne Rovihany
Réwersdorf Tremesna ve Slezsku
Royau Rijov
Rozgofiovee Rozhanovee
Rozgony Rozhanovee
Rézsahegy Ruzomberck
Roézsahegyfonogyar Rybarpole
Rozsavilgy Rosindo!
Rozsnyd RozZhava
Rozvegovo Rozvigovo
RoZen Ruiomberok
Rozinka Dolni Dolni RozZinka
RoZmital RoZmitdl ped

Tremsinem
Ruda Zelezna Zeleznd Ruda
Rudelsdorf Rudoltice
Rudelzau Rudoltovice
Rudig Vroutek

Hronské Rudno
Cesky Rudolec
Némecky Rudolec

Rudno nad Hronom
Rudolec cesky
Rudolee Némecky

Rudolfstadt Rudolfov
Rumburg Rumburk
Runars Rundfov
Ruppersdorf Ruprechtice
Ruszkin Ruskinovee
Ruttka Vritky
Ruzbach Vy&ny Vy&né Ruibachy
Kuzbachy Vyiny VyEné RuZbachy

Horni RaZodol
Rybarpole
Nebeskd Rybna
Némecka Rybni
Dolni Rychnov
Némecky Rychnov
Novy Rychnov
Richvald, Zupa

Ruzodol Horni
RuZomberok textilka
Rybna Nebeska
Rybna Némecka
Rychnov Dolni
Rychnov Némecky
Rychnov Novy
Rychvald Spissky

spigska
Rychwald Rychvald (Slez.)
Rzimitz Rimice

Redany, Kladruby-
Recice Cervena
Reéice Kardaova

Kladruby-Reéany
Cervena Reéica
KardaSova Redéice
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Redkovice Brno 21
ftedice Horni Horni Redice
Repéin, Hejéin Olomouc 6
Repora Reporyje
Retova Velka Velka Retova
Rise Nova Nova Rige
Rie Stara Stara Rife
Rivéice Diivéice
Saan Sany

Saar b. Duppau
Saar Schloss

Zdar u Doupova
Zamek Zdir na Mor.

Saar Stadt Mésto Zdar na Mor.
Saaz Zatec
Sablat Zablati, Cechy
Saitz Zajedi
Sajégtmor Gemer
Sakschen Zaks&in
Salané Velky Salane
Salank Salanki
Salbnuss Dolni Sokolom
Salesel Zalezly
Salgdcska Salgpocka
Saliby Dolné Dolné Saliby
Salnau Zelnava
Salzburg Solnohrad na Slov.
Sanct . . . Svaty, -4, -6 . . .
Sanct Benedikt Hronsky Sv.
Benadik

Sanet Benigna Svatd Dobrotiva
Sanct Georgen Svity Jur
Sanct Georgenthal Jifetin u
Varnsdorfa

Sanct Joachimsthal Jachymov

Sanct Katharina
Sanct Margarethenbad

Svatd Katefina
Lizné Svaté

Markéty

Sandau b. Béhm. Zandov u Ces.
Leipa Lipy
Sandau bei Eger Zandov u Chebu
Sandhiibel Sandhubel
Sandorfa Sandorf
Sarfo Sarfia
Sarosfa S4rosfa
Sarosmariavélgy Blatnica (8Sarisski)
Séarosszentimre Meretice
Sarva Velka Velkd Sarva
Sasvar Sastin
S4sy Sésa
Satkau Sadek
Sattel Sedlotiov
Saubernitz Zubrnice
Saubernitz-Tiinscht Zubrnice-T¥nigté
Saubsdorf Supikovice
Saufloss Souvlastni
Sizava Nova Novd Sdzava
Sebastiansberg Bastianperk
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Sebeskellemes Sebes
Sebinov Sabinov
Sebrowitz Brno 16
Sebusein Sebuzin
Sedlec, He¥manitky- Hetmaniéky-

Sedlec
Sedlifté Nové Nové Sedlists
Sedlisté Staré Staré Sedlisté
Sedlnitz Sedlnice
Sedlo Nevé Nové Sedlo
Sedlo Staré Staré Sedls
‘Sedmihorky Lazné Lizné Sedmi-

horky
Seestadt] Ervénice
Seewiesen Zejbis
‘Segen Gottes Zastavka
Sehuschitz Zehusice
Seidenschwanz Vrkoslavice
Seidowitz Zidovice
Seifersdorf Vratislavice
Seitendorf b. Zauchtel Zivotice u

Suchdola na Moravd

Sejfy Hefmanovy Heimanovy Sejfy

Sekelnica Sokyrnica
Seléan Sedléany
Seldin Madarsky Madarsky Seldin
Selletitz Zeletice
Sellnitz a. d. Biela Zelenice nad

Bélou

Bariskd Stiavnica
Horné Semerovee
Velké Semnévice

Selmeczbinya
Semerovee Horné
Semnévice Velké

Sempte Sintava
Semse Sem3a
Senftenberg Zamberk
Sentmihdjfa Szentmihalyfa
Seredné Serednoje
Serowitz (B&hmen) Zirovnice
Serowitz (M&hren) Syrovice
Seslavky, Rosice- Rosice-Seslavky
Settenz Retenice
Setzdorf Zighartice
Seh . . . B
Sehaab Psov
Schabogliick Zaboklliky
Schabschitz Zabéic:
Schaffa Zafov
Schaiba Okrouhla
Schakwitz Sakvice, p. Fry3a-a,

jiz. Morava
Schallan Zalany
Schamers Ciméi
Schatmansdorf Casté
Schattaun Satov
Schattawa Satava
Schatzlar Zacléy
Scheibenradisch Okrouhlé Hradiste
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Scheles Zihle
Schelesen Zelizy
Schelletau Zeletava
Schelten, Parchen- Parchen-Schelten
Schemnitz Hanska Stiavnica
Schibitz Zibice
Schidrowitz Cidruiice
Schichowitz Zichovice
Schildberg Silperk
Schillersdorf Zilhefovice
Schiltern Stitary
Schimitz Brno 15
Schindau Sintava
Schlackenworth  Ostrov u Karl. Vari
Schlag 8lak
Schlaggenwald Horni Slavkov
Schlakau Slavkov u Opavy
Schlan Slany
Schlappenz Slapanov
Schlatten Slatina ve Slezsku
Schlausewitz SluZovice
Schloss Saar Zamek Zdar na Mor.
Schlotten Slotov
Schlotten-Kukus Slotov-Kuks
Schluckenau Sluknov
Schliisselburg Lnéfe
Sehmeil Smilov
Schmiedeberg Smideberg
Schmiedeshay TuzZina
Schmitzheisz TuZina
Schmocks Stary Smokovec
Schmégen SmiZzany
Schmole Zvole, okr. ZAbieh
Schmolenitz Smolenice
Schméllnitz Smolnik
Sehmélnitzer Hiitte Smolnicka
Huta

Scehnedowitz Snedovice
Schneekoppe Snézka
Schnobolin Slavonin
Schollschitz Zilosice
Sehénau Sanov (p. Hrabétice)
‘Schénau Senava (p. Zelnaval)
Schénau b, Braunau Zonov u
Broumova

Schénau b, Méihrisch Sanov u
Rothwasser Cervené Vody
Schonau b. Neu- Senov u Nového
titschein Ji¢ina
Schinbach, Bez. Asch Schénbach,
okr, A§

Schonbach, Bez. Schiénbach, okres
Eger Cheb
Schénbach- Scehonbach-Vrati-
Seifersdorf slaviea
Schonberg Krasnd Hora u
Sedléan
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THE OVERLOOKED RARITY IN TGM 1925 ISSUE
By Ing Jan Karasek
from Filatelie

We read in the Pofis Catalog on page 68 (1968) and in a paragraph under
the heading “Type 1I general issue, T. G. Masaryk stamp,” the following note:
“Exceptionally, the stamp No. 195 was printed on paper with a vertical water-
mark.”

Let's turn our attention to this brief note and record some known facts
and circumstances related to it. As is well known, the above relates to the
2 Ké blue TGM stamp Type II (Pofis No. 195) which cxceptionally exists also
with a vertical watermark. It iz of course practically impossible to describe
all the circumstances connected with the issuance of stamps of this type. We
wish to record the known facts only and possibly to update them and make
them more precise. We, too, hope to alert the collectors to the above men-
tioned rarity and finally to clarify for them that brief remark about it in the
Pofis Catalog. Except for this ecryptic note, no other catalog outside of
Czechoslovakia ever mentioned it. Consequently the overwhelming majority
of collectors of Czech stamps never realized or even comprehended the import-
ance of this remark to their hobby. Of course the specialists are constantly
on the lookout for this stamp—alas mostly in vain—because its philatelic value
is extremely high in spite of the fact that it had never been adequately ap-
praised or evaluated in any specialized philatelic literature.

Now here are some particulars: In 1925 the Czechoslovak postal author-
ities came out with the new general issue for which both the flat recess and
rotogravure printing processes were utilized. In this series there were 7
different types of stamps with President Masaryk’s portrait. The first three
types were printed by intaglio method from the flat galvano plates (Types
I, II, TIT)—incidentally the same process which was used for the 1923 Jubilee
series,
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Stamps of Type II

These differ from the stamps of Type I mainly by the size of the picture
whick is considerably smaller. In addition, other main distinguishing fea-
tures are shaded letters and numerals on a horizontally lined background
and a grilled left shoulder coat. Finally this type appears on stamps of 1 K&,
2 Ké and 3 K¢ denominations. The 5Ké stamps lack this type. For stamps
of Type II the American rotary printing press—a Stickney—was used. The
plates were made with supplementary equipment. However the printing of
Type II and Type III stamps was at the same time made from flat plates
with their pictures also reduced in size as compared with the stamps of Type
I. For this printing, another engravure of all 3 denominations was necessary.
Therefore the engravings of 1 K¢é, 2 Ké and 3 Ké stamps differ somehow from
those of Type 1 stamps, especially in the size of their pictures.

The stamps of Type II were printed in panes with 200 stamps while the
stamps Type I were set up in panes with 100 or 150 stamps. The paper used
for printing had the horizontally continuous watermark (similar to the water-
marks on Type I stamps). The paper used for printing had the horizontally
continuous watermark (similar to the watermarks on Type I stamps). There
were 4 horizontal watermark positions (Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8) on all 3 denominations
of Type II. The paper was in big rolls with watermarks always placed hor-
izontally) vis-a-vis to the position of the picture).

As far as totals of stamps printed, these are available. However no
breakdown as far as each different type is known. The totals are as follows:

1 Ké total printed: 58.1 million (Type I-IIT)

2 Ké total printed: 84.0 million (Type I-II)

3 K¢ total printed: 17.8 million (Type I-ITI)

5 Ké total printed: 7.7 million (Type I)

The stamps of Type I were also printed in another set-up (in panes with
100 stamps)—with a vertical watermark and in a different size. While this
watermark appeared in a lesser degree (it was originally discovered on used
stamps) than the horizontal one, these stamps can be found frequently in
collections. However mint copies are very much sought after. For example
the 3 K& stamps with all 4 varieties of watermark positions belong amongz
yarities with the watermark position No. 3 leading the list.

Compared with stamps with horizontal watermark, these stamps have a
different size; they are narrower and higher, with the difference very prob-
ably due to the shrinkage of stamps after printing. Also before the printing
the moist paper did shrink more lengthwise than sidewise.

Now the stamps of Type II are known predominantly with the horizontal
watermark positions only. In uvsed condition we could classify them among
the “packet type material.” Likewise, mint stamps of this type are rather
common except for the so called “shoulder” variation.

The Hirseh-Franék Monograph of the Czech stamp (published 1985)
noted that there exist some 2 Ké TGM used stamps with vertical watermark.
Judging from the size of these stamps (see pictures) one may conclude that
there was in this case a similar development as it occured in case of stamps
of Type I when the paper shrank after printing more lengthwise than side-
wise. So the discovered stamps of this variety are also narrower and higher.

However other details and ecircumstances related to the production of
these stamps will very probably remain undiscovered. It will be also impos-
sible to establish even the approximate number of panes of stamps which were
printed on paper with the vertical watermark. We may presume though—
owing to their rare and delayed occurence after so many years—that the
number of sheets and panes of these stamps must be extremely low. Perhaps
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not more than cne pane of stamps with each watermark position which were
discovered so far.

The rarity of these stamps adds to difficulties in their studies. According
to unofficial information, so far stamps with watermark vertical positions
1, 8 and 4 are known. But these stamps are generally unavailable to Czech-
oslovak philatelists, since with a few exceptions, they are concentrated in
collections abroad. In spite of this handicap, here are the basic measurements
of the picture:

a) Stamps with horizental watermark, positions 5, 6, 7, 8

Horizontal side of the picture is 18.7 to 18.8 mm
(Hirsch measurement: 18% mm)

Vertical side of the picture is 21.4 to 21.5 mm
{Hirsch measurement: 21% mm)

b) Stamps with vertical watermark (see pict. 2)
Horizontal side of the picture is 18.3 to 18.5 mm
(Hirsch measurement: 1814 mm)

Vertical side of the picture is 20.0 to 22.1 mm
(Hirsch measurement: 22% mm)

In the latter case, unfortunately, I had only 2 stamps available for mea-
surements.

However it is obvious that the picture on stamps with vertical watermarks
is clearly narrower and higher. Since this difference iz not large, it isn’t
clearly visible at first cursory check-up of a single stamp. But once you have
an opportunity to look over more copies of these stamps, the different size
of this, particular type is clearly discernable. Naturzally a check of the re-
verse side of these stamps will make the identification of their watermark
positions quite easy.

It can be stated that so far we have no idea—and most likely we will never
know—how many of these TGM Type II stamps with the vertical watermark
do exist both in Czechoslovakia and the rest of the world. According to our
oldest living specialists only several of these stamps with watermark posi-
tions 1 and 4, and only a few copies with watermark position 3 were discov-
ered. All were in used condition and most of them with unintelligible post-
marks. The remainder was cancelled either in Praha or in Bratislava.

Personally we had the opportunity to check several of these stamps with
watermark positions 1 and 4 but none with position 3. As far as we were
able to trace them down, all these accidental finds were discovered in “mix-
tures,” “dead letters” and general philatelic material dating before the World
War I. Due to the time censuming methods of checking watermarks, which
are never popular with philatelists, especialy if a large amount of stamps is
involved—many stamps of this rare variety must zurely have escaped the de-
tection. Also many philatelists missed the brief note about these unique
stamps in the Pofiz catalog. This we con ider most unfortunate for several
seasons. First, the existence of these vertical watermarks is in its own right,
a unigue rarity. Second, this iz attested by the fact that =o far no single
mint copy of these stamps was discovered. Thus we know that this rarity was
¢reated unintentionally and without any outside interference. This we could
hardly state in clear conscience about some other Czech stamp rarities. Like-
wise another interesting fact is that so far no stamp of this type with the
vertical watermark position 2 was discovered.

On the other gide of the picture, it wouldn’t be fitting to blow up—unin-
tentionally-—the rarity of stamps of this type. However if we bear in mind
the tremendous amount of these stamps printed (the combined total of Type
I and Type II stamps is 34 million copies) and compare it with the small
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number of Type Il stamps with vertical watermarks discovered so far, we
may rightly state that these stamps with watermark positions No. 1, 3 or 4
ARE philatelic rarities. We may further make this claim despite the diffi-
culty of proper evaluation of them in terms of money, since these stamps are
unavailable in the philatelic market.

Very often we hear bitter complaints and polemics among our philatelists
about the scarcity and unavailability of rare and unique Czech stamps. A
typical example is the PoSta Ceskoslovenska 1919 issue, which has now some
very high priced stamps and which is practically unobtainable with a good
majority of these rare stamps “frozen” in hands of collectors here and abroad.

The case of the TGM Type II rare vertical watermarks is different. Here
any collector still has the chance to discover these stamps in a very large
supply of TGM stamps of this type presently available in mixtures and other
similar mass sources. Naturally the chance of sueh a lucky find will remain
mimimal, perhaps 1 to 100,000 ratio. But still worthy to try for it. The re-
ward of such a backbreaking and frustrating search might be the discovery of
vertical watermarks on 1 ké and 3 ké TGM Type II stamps and eventually even
a stamp without watermark. This would be a sheer luck, but it could “touch”
anyone. So we can only recommend to all philatelists to continue in their
unending and exhausting search for these and other rarities and differences
among the regular stamp issues.

In closing, here are some other Czech stamps with varieties in their water-
mark positions:

Pofis Cat. 180x 40 haleft TGM stamp (1925) with horiz. watermark
Pofis Cat. 188x 50 haleft TGM stamp (1925) with horiz. watermark
Pofis Cat. 183y 50 halert TGM stamp (1925) no watermark

Pofis Cat. 203x 1 K& TGM stamp (1927) Type VII watermark pos. 8
Pofis Cat. 2256z 2 K¢ Hradéany-Praha stamp 1926/27 vertical watermark

—Translated/adapted by lhv

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Mrs. Donavan Carpenter, 734 E. Warren St., Rockton, Ill. 97072
David C. Dvorsky, 117 8. Highland Ave., Apt. 4, Ossining, N. Y. 10562

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

For the More Advanced Collector

GUTTER PAIRS

209-11 St. Cyril — $5.00 (and one set only with Pl. 1a __________ 10.09),

(and one set only with PL. 1 __________ 10.00)
218-23 Castles — $4.00 ) 230-1 Entente — $4.50
240 Castle — Tbe (1 only Pl. 1 2.00) (1 only PL 1a 2.00)
249-50 Scenes — 1.00 307-09 Reds (vertical gutters) 11.59

Back in stock—Padélky—Czecho Fergery Book $3.96 plus 60c packing-shipping

B. J. MILLER & SON

264 East 180th Street New York, N. Y. 10457
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38:h MAIL SALE

Suggested Minimum Bid

Scout set, Zumstein 1, 2 ____ — 6.00
Same set used on piece _ . ______ sz 6.00
Provisorni Vlada to 10 K, compl, type I (. _____ 25.00
Provisorni Vlada to 10 K., complete, type II i 256.00
Posteards and covers before 28th Oct. 1918. All with stamps used

in Czech territory, nice collection of 128 all different ____________ 15.00
All kinds of Czecho stationery * and used, some duplication, alto-

gether 250 pieces _____________ -- 380.00

Waste prints, (Makulatura) in singles and blks altogether 288 copi 21.00

Siberia, the first three stamps . _____________ 6.00
Siberia, same perf. 11% _____ S 6.00
Siberia, same perf. 13% _____________ St 1.00
Set of Lvicky (lions) to 1 Rub. . 20.00
Cover addressed to Roessler Ofovsky - 18.00
Hradéany, 30h dark purple on piece, wide margins ___.____.______ 20.00
10h, 20h, 30h, imp. set all signed _____ - -—— 28.00
Masaryk vertical watermark set * ______________________ 125.00
Hame WEed cosssgm s sy - 600
Congress complete set * e R S e R 18.00
Same wused = - _ 18.00
Slet set * __________ - g 15.00
Same wsed —______________ 15.00
3. 0. Masaryk set (Scott $100.00) _________________ __________ 22.00
S. 0. set to 1000 and postage dues 5.00

Kde Domov Muj (music sheets) superb pair never hmged signed 125.07
Same wsed ___.___________ 125.060

150 interesting covers of Czechoslovakia, many by registered mail 22.00

Covers and cards of all periods, some 200 - — —~ 20.00
1968 Hradéany book (Monograph 1968) __________________________ 3.00
1968 Exhibition catalog _____ - . 3.00
1968 10h Hradéany in small sheet _______________ 3.00
1968 Exhibition cards and covers, very nice lot 34 different ______ 6.00

Send in your bids soon

Books close duweewysni, 1969

FEB 24

Alfons Stach

P. 0. Box 386—Shenandoah Station Miami, Florida 33145
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WANT TO BUY

MIMNT MINT
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

ISSUES 1923-1926
(Scott Nos. 92-118)

Full Sheets
Part Sheets
Blocks
Die Proofs
Color Trials
Plate Proofs
Rare Perforations
Varieties
Rare Watermark Positions

ARTHUR 1. KESSLER

221 East 78th Street New York, N. Y. 10021




