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In the early 50's and 60’s of last century, a new type of mail transporta-
tion was introduced in Europe. This was pneumati- dispatch, a system of
transporting written dispatches through long tubes of small diameter by
means of compressed or rarefied air. The first patent for “transportativn
of packages” by this means wss obtained in 1854 by Monsieur Cazalet, a
Frenchman. However one year before, in 1853, the pneumatic dispatch was
introduced by J. Latimer Clark between the Central and Stock Exchange
stations of the Electric and International Telegraph Company in London, th2
stations being connected by a tube 1% inches in diameter and 220 yards long,
the messages, enclosed in a tight fitting carrier (container), being drawn
through by production of a partial vacuum at one end. The system was im-
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proved in 1858 by C. F. Varley, who used compressed air to return the car-
riers in the other direction. By this means it was possible to develop two.
way working on single tubes between a central station, equipped with air
compressing plant, and outlying offices. In 1862 the London Dispatch Com-
pany built and operated a pneumatic tube system between the Camden Town
Post Office on Everholt Street and the Euston Railroad Station in Northwest
London. Its tube was some 1800 feet (approximate 600 yards) long and was
shaped as a horseshoe.

This system speeded-up the local mail considerably, and put it on par with
the express mail (special delivery mail). In 1893 systems of pneumatic mail
were established in 8 English cities with combined network of more than 59
miles. Leading newspapers and large department stores began to use it for
their own internal mail. Generally the tubes were 1% to 2 inches and more
in diameter (up to 50 to 76 mm.) Metal containers lined with leather and
felt were used. The moving force applied was either vacuum or rarified air
or a combination of both.

The first pneumatic mail in Berlin was built and in operation in 1865, Some
ten years later, the German General Postmaster, Dr. Stephan, ordered tha
building of a very extensive net of pneumatic mail system covering the whole
area of the German capital eity. This new system went into operation Da.
cember 1st 1876, Next year, no less than 1,361,000 pieces of mail used the
system and this amount rose in 1892 to some 4,952,000 pieces of mail. By
1913, the Berlin pneumatic mail system carried no less than 12,150,000 pieces-
of postal matter every year. After the Berlin success, similar system were
built in Hamburg, Munich, Bremen and Leipzig. Austria followed with its
first system in Vienna. Soon Paris and Marseilles had their pneumatic mail
systems too. It is interesting to note that the French were first to use a
special postal stationery and a special stamp for their pneumatic mail. In
1871, a Hungarian, Dr. Akin, had this kind of special pneumatic mail stamp
(or label?) patented. Outside of Europe, only Brazil issued special stamps
for its own pneumatic mail system, between 1911 and 1918 (built in Rio de
Janeiro). There were 4 different stamps. Then the other above mentioned
states began to issue special pneumatic mail stationery and stamps. However,
ﬂ;&ese stamps were never printed in sheets or panes as is the case of regular
stampa.

. The Czechs and especially their technicians were keenly interested in
this new system of dispatching mail. Already in 1836, the Czech magazine
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Kwéty published an article on this subject. Also the world famous Czech
~inventor of ships propeller, Mr. Joseph Ressel (1793-1857), publicly advocated
establishment of this system in Prague. The first pneumatic mail in Prague
went into operation March 4, 1899—and connected the eity’s Central post
office with the local largest hardware and plumbing supplies department
store of Mr. Rott. Later this line was extended to the Prague’s Royal Castle
(the Hradéany). The expansion continued until the system had 43 direct
lines with the total length of some 40 miles. Postcards and letters up to 100
grams of weight were accepted, but no heavy or hard paper was allowed. At
a later date, the world famous Western Bohemian Spas Karlovy Vary (Carls-
bad), had its own pneumatic mail system built. However not many hard
facts are known about its operation and few known entires of this mail arz
highly suspected as clever fakes.

The Austrian postal authorities began to issue special entires for the
pneumatic mail in Prague in 1899. These were bi-lingual—in Czech and Ger-
man—with the former language on top. The pneumatic mail postcards were
issued in 1899, 1900 and 1907 both in single and pre-paid answer varieties.
However since 1908 the authorities began to issue textless pneumatic mail
entires (so called “blinds” by Czech philatelists) which were used both :in
Prague and Karlovy Vary. Thus only postmarks and cancellations were the
only means of their identification. These entires used in Prague after October
28, 1918 (the day of Czechoslovak liberation and establishment of the modern
Czechoslovakia) are the first provisional Czech entires, especially when franked
with the first regular Czech stamp issue (the Hrad@any ceries). These pro-
visionals were followed in 1919 and 1920 with the first Czechoslovak pneumatic
mail entires. This was a “letter-gramme” with imprinted 160 haleru denom-
inations and a pneumatic mail postcard with 140 halera imprinted stamp.
Both with the likeness of the Chainbreaker, symbol of the Republic tearing
up its chains. These two entires were printed on colored paper. In 1932
the last pneumatic mail entire was printed, a postcard with 90 haleru imprint-
ed stamp (the Czech state seal) in green color.

All the mail destined for the Prague pneumatic mail had to have in addi-
tion a special purple label with the legend “Potrumni podtou” (via pneumatic
mail). The letters and posteards had also to be placed in special red-blue
mail boxes situated before all Prague post office buildings. Additional special
mail boxes were also placed strategically on the most frequented Pragua
streets and thoroughfares. The pneumatic mail served very well the needs
of Prague inhabitants during both World Wars. However in 1945 it was
taken over by the postal authorities for their own internal use and ceased to
be available to the general public.

So this chapter of the Prague’s postal history is definitely closed. But
some very interesting documentary collections could still be established from
the available material.

(translated/adapted by Thv)
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We hope that many of you will participate at Praga-68 which is promis-
ing to become the largest and most elaborate exhibition which has ever been
held. Since the maximum number of frames has been set at fifty we can
visualize the presentation of some truly huge and outstanding collections.
We were also interested to read that a minimum of five frames was decided
on. This is really a good idea since in the past the trouble at other inter-
national shows was that an exhibitor had to fight hard to get even four
frames allocated and the size of those frames did not permit more than twelve
of the usual size pages. In this instance there is ample space for 16 of such
pages. The cost of the frames is set at a not unusual figure of $5.00 and the
committee will carry the full insurance on the entries while in Czechoslovakia.

In the Nov,. 25, 1967, issue of the Prague News Letter we noted more than
one column devoted to a new type of collecting which has become popular
among Czechoslovak collectors. This is called there Bohemoslovenica, ac-
cording to the reporter of the Philately Corner of this four page publication.
In another section of this Specialist, readers will note Mr. Krouman’s review
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in Filatelie of our last year’s Linn’s issue on articles of Czechoslovak Phila-
tely. He refsrred to collecting Bohemoslovenica. We have never before
heard that term used in connection with the collection of Czechoslovak stampz
or postal history. In addition we are confused by the use of the term in such
loose fashion. In the Philately Corner of the Prague News Letter a definite
statement was made regarding Bohemoslovenica that would indicate the
thematic character of that type of collecting in which we believe. We would
agree to that term used in the sense a collector can assemble stamps, post-
marks, postal stationery, etc., whose themes such as portraits, symbols or
occasions on which they were issued, are in some way related to Czechoslo-
vakia. In Filatelie reference to the term includes all Czechoslovak collecting.
This is to our mind not correct but it may have been made in error. The
article of Benchik could well be placed into the category as deseribed above
as taken from the Prague News Letter.

Our readers may have wondered why we paid so little attention to the
masthead of our January issue. Yes, this is the 30th volume of the Special-
ist and may it prosper in spite of those few who for purely personal reasons
put all kinds of obstacles in its way. Many members have sent in dues by
now, even increasing the amounts they have sent to the treasurer but some
of you have not as yet done so, although you should have mailed them on or
about January 1, 1968. Do it now and, please, up your payment to $b5.00.
We do not want to have to explain that it was because of lagging dues tha:
you did not get your April Specialist. The Specialist is a very important
part of Cz P 8 as all of you are well aware. Let us band together to keep
it going.

NEW SPECIAL ISSUES FOR PRAGA 68 EXHIBITION

According to Filatelie the organizing committee for Praga 68 International
Stamp Exhibition recently decided to issue several special postal stationery
items and cancellations related to the event. These will be: special “Exhibi-
tion” envelope with imprinted 60 haleru stamp; another special envelops
without stamp; eight picture post cards with imprinted stamp and these piec-
tures will have some relation to philatelic activities conducted during the Ex-
hibition; eight picture post cards with imprinted stamp commemorating the
50th anniversary of the first Czechoslovak stamp; an airletter; special stick-
ers or stationery for balloon, helicopter and stagecoach mail which will also
operate during the Exhibition. Also special exhibition ecancellations and post-
marks which will be changed daily during the duration. Finally there will be
a special machine cancellation with the Exhibition slogans which will aim to
propagandize this event abroad.

—Jlhy

GOING TO PRAGA 1968?
TRAVEL WITH THE MAN WHO WAS BORN THERE

y Yy
FRANTISEK ALES TRAVEL AGENCY

1371 First Ave., Near 74th Street
New York, N. Y. 10021, Phone (21) LE 5-4944

Member of our Society.

Visa, vouchers, money transfers, Tuzex — Cedok representative
Padélky original book — Dictionaries, Czech and Slovak, Books
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Dohé Dolhoje
Dohtiany Dohnany
Dochov Hefminovy- Hefminovy-

Dochov
Dojéi Dojéie
Dolgoje Dolhoje
Dolha Dolhoje '

Dolnd Borsa
Dolnaja ApSa

Velkd Borsa
NiZnaja Apsa
Dolné Michalany Legifia-Michalany
Doli Bukovsko Bukovsko
Domaslovice Dolni Dolni Domaslovice
Domagov Horni Horni Domagov

Dombelve Zikopéie
Dombé Dubovoje
Domstadtl Doms&tat
Donény Dohnany
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Doxan Doksany
Drahoez Drahovee
Drahova Drahovo
Drahowitz Drahovice
Dravee, Zupa Sarisska Zdravece
Drehniov Drahnov
Drechselberg Janova Lehdta
Dreihacken Tii Sekery
Dretoma Drietoma
Drnoholee, Nové Sedlo Nové

Sedlo-Drnoholec
Strazov na Sumavé
Drmy

Vy&né RuZbachy
Velky Dfevid

Drosau

Drum
Druzbaky Vyné
Dievié Velky

Dub Cesky Cesky Dub
Duben Dubnéa
Dubenetz Dubenec

Dubenky Horni Horni Dubenky
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Dubkowitz Dobkovice
Dubovaja Dubovoje

Dubovany Dolné

Dolné Dubovany
Dubové Dolné

Dolné Dubové

Dubovinka Kiralhaza
Dubriniéi Dubrinié
Duhopol Dilhé Pole
D4l Janty Jantv Dil
Diillen Baiiska Beld

Dunajovice Dolni
Dunajovice Horni

Dolni Dunajovice
Horni Dunajovice

Dunamocs Dunajskd Moé
Dunaradviny Dunajské Radvany
Dunaszerdahely Dunajski Streda
Duppau Doupov
Durchlass Tvothriz
Diirnbach Sucha pri Trnave
Diirnholz Drnoholee
Dusina Dusino
Dux Duchcov
Dux-Liptitz Ducheov-Liptice
Dvory Ctyry Ctyry Dvory
Dvory Nové Nové Dvory

Dvory Svobodné
Dvotisté Dolni
Dvotisté Horni
Dvar Kralav

Svobodné Dvory
Dolni Dvoristé
Horni Dvofisté

Kraliv Dvar

Dviir Krasny Krasny Dvir
Dviar Mlynicky Mlynicky Dvar
Dvir Novy Novy Dvir
Dwatzetin Dvacetin
Dziedmarovice Détmarovice
Ebersdorf bei Habartice u Krupky
Graupen
Ebersdorf, Bez. Ebersdorf, okr.
Friedland i. B. Frydland v &.
Ebersdorf-Markersdorf Habartice-
Markvartice
Eckersdorf Jakartovice
Egbell Ghely
Egeg Hokovee
Eger Cheb
Egersek Jagersek
Egyhazgelle Edhizgele
Egyhazmarot Kostolné Moravee
Ehrenberg Louéka

Ehrenberg Dolni
Ehrenberg Stary

Dolni Ehrenberg
Stary Ehrenberg

Eibenschitz Ivanéice
Eibis Ivan
Eidlitz Udlice

Eichhorn Bitischka Veverska Bytyska
Eichwald Dubi
Einsidl Dolni Dolni Einsidl
Einsidl Horni Horni Einsid!
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The Postal Cards of the First Czechoslovak Republic

By George D. Havis
(continued from last issue)

Cards 13 and 53 with views of Libochovice and inseription Birthplace of
J. E. Purkyfie—Purkyne Celebrations. (The 160th anniversary of the birth of
this renown, Czech physiologist and physician was commemorated by 50 h and
1 K¢ stamps issued on September 2, 1887),

Card 102, showing a view of Uherské Hradisté, was also issued with the
added inscription Vystava Slovacka. This exhibition was held in July-August
1937 at Uherské Hradisté in Southeast Moravia.

Cards 248 and 249 were issved for the Anton Bernolik celebrations held
at Trnava, which marked the 175th anniversary of the birth of this Slovak
priest and filologist. The Trnava cathedral is depicted on one card, while th2
university appears on the other,

The Winter Games of the Tenth All-Sokol Slet, which were held in Feb-
ruary 1938 in the High Tatra Mountainz, were commemorated by a set of
eight postal cards showing wintry mountain view on the left side (cards 2 to
8) and bearing the 50 h dark green imprinted stamp with a likeness of Pres-
ident Edvard Benes (Scott 227, Minkus 431). The event was also marked by
50 h and 1 Ké&é stamps (Scott 241-242, Minkus 472-473). The design of the
Winter Games official poster was used for the design of the stamps and ap-
peared also on the left half of card no. 1 of this set.

The Tenth All-Sokol Slet of June-July 1938, was also commemorated
with a set of eight postal cards with pictures on the left front side. The pic-
ture on card T shows the entrance of the American Sokol unit at the Strahov
Stadium, bearing the United States flag and their Sokol unit flag at their
lead. The other pictures show views of the stadium during the gymnastic
and folkloric presentations of various classes of Sokols, while card 1 bears
the official poster of the Tenth All-Sokol Slet. The imprinted stamp, like
the pictures, is dark green and bears a picture of Jindfich Fiigner, the co-
founder of the Sokol movement. The same picture of Fiigner was also used,
in a larger and slightly modified format, on the set of three stamps issued
for the Tenth All-Sokol Slet, Prague, 1938 (Scott 246-248, Minkus 480-482).

In 1938, a new set of pictorial postal cards was issued bearing the 50 h
President Bene§ imprinted stamp (Scott 227, Minkus 431). A few of the
cards in this set were also commemorative or noted speeial events.

Card number 90 was inscribed “Nachod—Vystava 38 Nachod”. This ex-
hibition was held at Néichod in August 1938.

The Jubilee Exposition at Plzefi during the summer of 1938 was honored
with cards 104, 105, and 106, showing various views of the city and with a 50
h stamp (Scott 249, Minkus 483) showing Plzefi’s vast industrial section.
(Plzeti was, and is, well known Zor its 8koda armament, locomotives, automn-
biles, and machinery works, as well as for its Pilsner Prazdroj brewery.) The
issnance of this stamp at the time of increasing threats from Nazi Germany
may have been of political significance.

The PRAGA 1938 philatelic exhibition, held in Prague in June-July 1938,
in the shadows of the mounting crisis with the Sudeten Germans and Nazi
Germany, was commemorated with cards 129, 130, 181, and a souvenir sheet
(Scott 251, Minkus 485).

Card 132 commemorated the 600th anniversary of Prague’s Staromdstska
Radnice, the City Hall building in the Old Town section.

Card 316 bore a view of Detva and the added inseription “Narodopisné

slavnosti tristorodnej Detvy 1632-1938” in honor of Detva’s tercentenary cel-
ebrations in July 1938.
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The last commemorative postal cards of the First Czechoslovak Republie
(cards 328 and 329 of this series) noted the “Vystava vychodu &SR 1938” (Ex-
hibition of the Eastern region of Czechoslovakia) held at Kosice during July-
August 1938. A 50 h stamp (Scott 250, Minkus 484) was also issued for this
occasion on July 15, 1938.

This brings us to the discussion of the pictorial postal eards (non-com-
memorative), the first set of which was issued in June 1929. This set consist-
ed of 36 cards, many of which were identical with the cards of the set of 18
issued the previous year for Czechoslovakia’s tenth year of independence, ex-
cept for the fact that the inscriptions 1918—1928 were deleted from the ver-
tical frames of the 50 h imprinted stamp (Figure 3). These cards measured
145x95 mm.

A set of eight cards was issued in June 1930, with 1.20 koruny brown-
black imprinted stamp (chest length portrait of President Masaryk—Figure
2. The pictures, also in brown-black, occupied the upper left quarter of the
front of the cards. There were four views of the Tatra Mountains, thres
views of the KrkonoSe Mountaing, and one of the Charles Bridge in Prague.
These cards measured 145x95 mm and were intended for use to nearby for-
eign countries.

These cards were reissued in May 1931 in 148x105 mm sizes, and in May
1937 with the inscription of the 1.30 K& sales price added at the bottom center
of the cards.

A longer set of cards for domestie tourist propaganda (50 h green, im-
printed stamp, Masaryk profile, Scott Type A60) was issued in July 1936. On
fifteen of these cards the towns’ names were in heavier letters, while on fifty-
seven they were thinner. Some views appeared with both types of lettering
Scenes from all major regions of the republic were included in this series of
pictorial cards. The town names of the Podkarpatska Rus region were writ-
ten both in Czech and in Ruthenian, the latter in Cyrillic letters.

The most ambitious set of pictorial postal cards consizts of about 200
cards. They all bear the uniform inseription at the top and bottom: POZ-
NEJTE SVOJI VLAST—PROPAGUJTE JEJI KRASY POSTOU (Get to know
your country—advertise her beauties by means of the mails). The imprinted
stamp was the 50 h deep green profile picture of Masaryk (Figure 4). The

Zi i
Fig. 5. One of the three types of “special” eards issued in July 1919 by The
American Relief Administ-ation for Czechoslovakia.
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issuance of this set of cards began in July 1937 and continued probably
through the early part of 1938. The cards were numbered in the lower left
corner and a 60 h sales price was imprinted at the sam: level in the center.
Cards numbered 1 to 100 showed Bohemisn towns and scenery; cards 101 to
128 had views from Moravia and Silesia; eards 201 to 252 bore views from
Slovakia, while Podkarpatskd Rus was represented by cards 301 to 305. Cards
401 to 405 were again of Bohemia, and 406 and 407 had pictures of Autoposta
(mobile post offices). These last two cards were probably on sale at thesn
special, temporary post offices, which made appearances at exhibitions, fairs,
and other special events or celebrations. The other cards were normally on
sale in the towns and cities which they pictured.

Although sufficient gaps were left in the numbering to issue over four
hundred cards in this set, only about two hundred were actually issued. (Major
varieties exist of a few of these cards.) As mentioned elsewhere in this arti-
cle, some cards of commemorative nature were also included in this set.

In May 1938, the issuance of another-set of pictorial postal cards was be-
gun. These cards had the then current, regular 50 h green, President Benes
stamp (Scott 227, Minkkus 431, issued on April 26, 1937) imprinted on them.
Altogether eighty cards were issued as part of thiz set and they are widely
dispersed between the card bearing the number 1 and the one numbered 378.
In addition to showing photographic reproductions of various tourist attrac-
tions, these cards also provide some evidence of the unrest, crisis, and chang-
ing times of the summer of 1938. As a concession, or conciliatory gesture
toward the agitating Sudeten German minority, thirty-three of the cards bear
both Czech and German inseriptions. Eleven cards were commemorative (as
described in the preceding section), two showed scenes from Slovakia, and
thirty-four showed scenes from Bohemia, Moravia, anl Silesia with Czech
inseriptions only. The cards of this series were the last ones to be issued by
the first Czechoslovak Republic.

The last category of postal cards discussed here will be arbitrarily called
“special.” In this category we might include the 20 h ecards issued in July
1919 by The American Relief Administration for Czecho:lovakia (deep red,
Hradéany imprinted stamp) which were probably used for requesting assist-
ance from relatives in America, or for acknowlelging the receipt of same.
The cards exist with Czech and English (Figure 5), Slovak and English, and
Czech-English-German inscriptions.

Other cards in this category were the postal cards used for reporting
one’s change of address to the local post office. These cards bore the 50
haléfu, medium-size state emblem imprinted stamp in blue eolor. The insecrip-
tions were also in blue and the sales price was listed at 60 h. These eards
were issued in March 1937 with Czech, Slovak, and Czech and German texts

Perhaps, two pneumatic mail postal eards should also be mentioned herz.
One was a 140 haléfu “Liberated Republic” type in blue (issued in 1920), the
other was a 90 haléfu, olive green, medium-size state emblem type (probably
issued in 1932).

One 15 h orange colored Hrad¢éany imprinted stamp card of 1919 was over-
printed in 1920 with “S O 1920” for use in the plabiscite areas of Eastern
Silesia, Spi§, and Orava. This card also has some political historical signi®-
icance—it tells us one tiny bit about the history of the new country.

In addition to history, the pictures on the varions cardz zhow us a bit of
the culture of this country, an indication of the character of her people, their
pastimes, activities, and interests. There is certainly plenty of evidence of
interest and excellence in sports on these cards. There is indication of in-
terest in Esperanto (several cards in the long series of 1937 and even in the
prematurely foreshortened 1938 series provide evidence of this). People in
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national costumes appear on several cards. One can see, on some cards, the
automobiles, taxis, buses, trolley cars, clothing styles, and uniforms of a by-
gone era. These cards are a record of the times and are, at the same time,
also philatelic items.

Information for this article was obtained from F. Novotn¥, “Katalog Celin
Geskoslovenska a Protektoratu Cechy a Morava; Uplny Seznam PrileZitostnych
Razitek 1918-1940,” Nakladatelstvi Ceského Alba Evropy, Praha-Smichov
(1940) and Ladislav Novotny, “Specialni Katalcg 1949, Ceskoslovensko, Cechy
a Morava, Slovensko; Znamky—Celiny—Desk. Znacky—Pol. Pogty,” private
edition, Bratislava (1949). (Only a few of the postal cards deseribed here
were actually seen by this writer.) “Scott’s Standard Postage Stamp Cata-
logue,” Scott Publications, New York, 1965, and “Minkus New World-Wide
Postage Stamp Catalog,” Minkus Publications, New York, 1965, were also used
for easier and simpler identification of the stamp design: imprinted on the
postal cards and for reference related to the issues of stamps.

CZECH PHILATELY 1S STIMULATING

With this inch-high headline across its first page—Linn’s Weekly Stamp
News—world’s largest philatelic weekly—published August 28, 1967 (Vol. 27),
introduced ten long and very richly documented—and considering the general
American climate—also highly knowledgable and informative articles on
Czechoslovak stamp production. This is even more significant because the
majority of their authors are neither of Czech origin nor do they show any
particular sympathies for our governmental system.

The introductory article, written by Dr. William Reiner-Deutsch, concen-
trated on activities of the Czechoslovak Philatelic Society in the USA (and
its Washington and New York branches) which we could consider as a sort
of a Czech bridgehead on the American continent but which—as we, collectors
of the sc-called Bohemoslavonic material, have been aware for a long time—
had influenced production plans of American postal authorities several times.
From Dr. Reiner-Deutseh’s article we also learned that the Society is now en-
gaged in negotiating with the American Postmaster General about the possible
issuance of another American commemorative stamp related to the coming 50tn
anniversary (1968) of the Declaration of the Czechoslovak Independence an-
nounced in Washington, D. C. on October 18, 1918 and also in connection with
the planned International Stamp Exhibition to be held next year in Prague.

In the next article, its author, Dr. Jakes, presents the history of Czechs
and Slovaks from its early beginnings until the present time. He desecribes
how by a pure chance he started to collect Czech stamps and about his diffi-
culties in obtaining all the necessary information about them until he succeed-
ed in making his stamp album “the most qualified history of what was to him
a hitherto unknown country.”

The saddest period of our history is the separate theme of Mr. Edwin
Hanish’s article on Lidice and several villages in North America which were
so renamed after that unfortunate Czech place in protest of Nazi attempts
to erase that name forever from people’s minds and memories everywhere.
The same period, but strictly philatelically described, is the subject of another
article authored by Mr. B. R. Beede, “The German Field Post in Occupied
Czechoslovakia 1938-45” with a precise analysis of the German military and
official postal system on the territory of the so-called Bohemian-Moravian
Protectorate including the Nazi post offices in Slovakia. The article has also
interesting information on the field post of the Slovak Expeditionary Force
in the East and that of the so-called ‘“Protectorate Forces” in Italy obtained
from material captured by the Allies during World War II. The Czechoslovak
field post is described rather briefly in an unsigned article on the first special-
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ized collection of the Czech field post in Slovakia during 1918-19 exhibited in
non-competitive category at the recent Nojex Exhibition.

The above-mentioned postal period (the first years immediately after the
end of World War I) was however broadly presented by Leslie Grover. In
his long article he describes the rarest stamps of all general issues of this
period (Pota Ceskoslovenska 1919, Silesia plebiscite issues of this period, ete.),
registering all known flaws, errors and print imperfections. In another thor-
ough study, Dr. O. Kutvirt describes the official, semi-official and privats
perforations of the original imperforate 25 haleru Hradéany stamp. George
Havis devoted his exhaustive article to the Czechoslovak entires.

“Czechoslovakiana” was the thematic subject of Capt. E. Benchik’s art-
icle. In spite of its extensive nature, his study is not and could not be a
definitive and complete review of such a large field because the author includ-
ed a description of “Czechoslovak Americana,” that is, those Czechoslovak
stamps which have some relation to the United States. A significant section
of his article was devoted to our Czech stamp Pofis 403 which includes the
Ameriean flag in its design, with the stars in the present vertically shifted
positions, although when this stamp was issued, the stars in the U. S. flag
were placed in regular unshifted horizontal rows. Our American friends do
not have to wonder about this mystery as to how the Czechoslovaks could
have been so clairvoyant and to foresee the present likeness of the U. S. flag
some 15 years ahead of time, because in the Praga 1962 series, the U. 8. flag
on one of those stamps is engraved in the old horizontal unshifted rows of
stars, then of course out-dated.

This closing remark is for the author of this review an excuse not to
“split hairs” a search for some minor inaccuracies in this enormously extensive
and rich material about Czechoslovak stamp production presented in these
articles for world philatelists by Linn’s Weekly.

From Filatelie by J. P. Krouman

Editor’s Note: Every philatelic editor enjoys it when a philatelic writer
has some good words for his efforts. We were quite pleased to read Mr,
Krouman’s review in Filatelie reproduced here. We were proud to secure
such diversified material from competent writers and of course happy also to
be able to give the philatelic public of the world an interesting Czechoslovak
issue of Linn’s with the gracious help of its editor. We believe it necessary
however to enlighten Mr. Krouman on one point. We find that over 609 of
the authors are of Czech origin. The reference made to the field post article
was made in error because the philatelic press reported only on the forth-
coming exhibition of the material concerning the field posts on Slovakia 1918-
19 at Nojex, non-competitively. There was no article written on the field
posts in Linn’s. We should mention this since field posts on Slovakia during
those years represent a very interesting study of military mail service and
deserve a number of articles, some of which have appeared in Filatelis from
the pen of B. Matéjka. Similar articles have also appeared in the American
Philatelist by the same author and reprinted in the Specialist.

PRAGA 1968
Samuel Ray, 3600 Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Illinois 60613, has been ap-
pointed U. S. Commissioner for PRAGA-68, the international philatelic exhi-
bition being held in Prague from June 22 to July 7, 1968. PRAGA-68 will be
the largest philatelic show ever held, with 10,000 frames. Persons interested
in exhibiting can secure forms and information from Mr. Ray.
George A. Blizil, Chairman of the A. P. S. International Relations Com-

mittee, has been appointed to serve as the U.S. member of the jury of PRAGA-
68,
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WANT TO BUY

MINT MINT
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

ISSUES 1923-1926
(Scott Nos. 92-118)

Full Sheets
Part Sheets
Blocks
Die Proofs
Color Trials
Plate Proofs
Rare Perforations
Varieties
Rare Watermark Positions

ARTHUR 1. KESSLER

221 East 78th Street New York, N. Y. 10021




