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EDITORIAL

This is the last issue of the Specialist for the season., We want all the
members to know there will be no Specialist in July nor August. Most mem-
bers have a vacation in one or both months and it has been our custom tfo
omit these issues. We hope our readers spend pleasant summer holidays and
that they return refreshed to their hobby.

For many months we gave you regular reports about the COMPEX exhi-
bition. When this reaches you, Compex will have been just a memory; a
pleasant memory we hope. Most collectors, in fact most humans, are pro-
crastinators. We feared we'd not have enough material to show; instead, to
be able to show material sent from Europe several of us from Chicage re-
moved our own material from the Exhibit and to show a beautiful Czecho
Air Mail collection we arranged with the Jack Knight Air Mail Society to
exhibit this material in their section. It will be judged with material from
our Society.

While on the subject of Compex, we must do a little bragging. In the
past, we always had a First Day of Issue stamp or postal stationery. Not
so this year. The theme of COMPEX 1961 is “Intra-Hemispheric Solidarity”
and to further the thought we invited not only the Post Master General of
the United States, the Honorable J. Edward Day but also the Canadian Post-
master General, the Honorable Bill Hamilton and the Mexican Minister of
Communications and his head of the Post Office Department. This will he
the first time in the history of the Western Hemisphere the three postal dig-
nitaries of North America will meet at a public social function. Those people
who attend the Compex Dinner-Dance will participate at an historic event
never to be forgotten.

Another great event which has recently taken place is the appointment
to the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee of our president, Dr. James J.
Matejka, Jr. With him are two other friends of our Society, Mr. George
Brett of Washington, D. C., vice president of the Bureau Issues Association
and an outstanding authority on stamp production, especially the Giori press,
and Mr. David Lidman, president of the American Philatelic Congress and a
well-known philatelic journalist, whose career we ]lnwed from the time the
Chicago Sun opened in Chicago, thru his edlborshl with Philately (now de-
funct) and his work on the American Philatelist, he official organ of the
American Philatelic Society. The Society is proud of the honor bestowed
upon its president and the officers and members of the Society take this op-
portunity to congratulate Dr. James J. Matejka, Jr. and Messrs. David Lid-
man and George Brett on their appointment and to the Post Office Depart-
ment on such a happy choice.

As the readers know, our Society holds a general meeting whenever a
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large convention of a national philatelic organization takes place. Perhaps
the most popular philatelic group is the American Philatelic Congress which
will be held in Philadelphia during the first week-end of November this year.
The meeting of our Society will take place November 4, in the Hotel where
the Congress holds its sessions. We shall bring further details in the Sep-
tember issue of this publication.

We announced that a Hradéany Handbook will be out in time for Compex
and if the order is received by the time of Compex, the cost shall be $2.75
per copy. Orders received subsequently must be paid at the rate of $3.00.
Qur treasurer complains that a few members sent him orders with only $2.50
enclosed. The members were informed that the publication of this handbosk
is not a Society project, but the work and financial outlay of our member
Fritz Billiz. He is vacationing in Hawaii and should be back early in June.
After reading this please do not remit anything less than $3.00 per copy;
you may order directly from Fritz Billig, 168-39 Highland Ave., Jamaica 4,
N. Y. or from your treasurer, George C. Kobylka, 1433 So. Cuyler Ave., Ber-
wyn, Ill. When we published our Bohemia-Moravia Handbook, some mem-
bers complained that if it was Czechoslovakia and not the Protectorate, they’d
order the book. Noi one of those who complained in this manner ordered the
Hradéany Handbook up to this writing and we doubt they will. Frankly, we
are disappointsd because to date we received only 15 prepaid requests.

We received from member Joseph Jiranek o very nice and seemingly
most complete listing of the Essays, Proofs and Trial Printings of Czecho-
slovakia, Hradéany Castle Regular Issue and First Air Mail Overprint and
Surcharge Trials. This nine page listing goes to the members of the Hrad-
¢any Study Group, who are to check it against their collections and report
their findings to Frank J. Kosik or/and to Joseph J. Jiranek. When, in their
opinion, the check-list is complete, it is hoped to publish the entire findings in
the Specialist. The idea of a study group is not new; the group was more or
less active in the past and we certainly hope its reactivization will provide
all the members of the Society with valuable information. We recall that
some time ago a highly specialized collection of Czechoslovakia’s Hradéany
collection was sold at auction and brought ridiculously low prices. One of
the chief reasons for this was the fact that the dealer, one of the best in New
York City, had a very small clientele of Czecho collectors, We are sure that
some knowledge of the stamps would have brought in more than 1009 above
what it did to the estate. With a continued listing of even minute varieties,
with the fine specialized handbook of the Hraddany issues as published by
Billig, the first issues of Czechoslovakia, popularly known as the Hradéany
issues, should for all times be the most popular series of the country.

With this group firmly established, we should move on to the second
issue of Czechoslovakia, the Allegory Issues. The strangest news about a
study group of this series of stamps, is the fact that the three outstanding
students in this group are: William I. Russell of Australia, C. H. Oshournc
of Canada and George Pearson of England. Really, no superb authority in
this group is an American from the U. S., (at least not to our knowledge},
unless he or she is too modest to deck himself (or herself) with laurel leaves.

Another very interesting, yet really neglected group, is the Pojta Ges-
koslovenskd 1919. Among those who have studicd these stamps most assid-
uously are Frank J. Kaps, Arthur I. Kessler and your editor. As you all know
this is our last year as editor. It is in our plan for the future to form a group
to study these stamps. It has been said, and almost too truly, that if on2
dealer in these United States passes away, there will be no one to expertize
this series of stamps, Fortunately, these stamps cannot be counterfeited as
easily as most collectors helieve it possible. To produce counterfeits which
can fool a student would necessitate the use of high power presses and a per-
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fect knowledge of inks. A good ultraviolet lamp can almost always detect
a fake.

Our only known expert on the Siberian issues and those of Silesia Orien-
talis (Eastern Silesia) is member Zdenék Kvasnitka. We are confident we
can induce him to start a study group in these two groups. If there are any
experts, quasi-experts or just interested members ir these fields, we'd like t»
have them step forward. Our president, Dr. Matejka, has a very fine collec-
tion of Siberia, rich in covers bearing almost all the known markings. In
the S. 0. 1920 field, we feel sure that many of our Hradéany students delved
into these historically interesting overprints.

Not many other Czecho stamps were counterfeited, except perhaps, the
1934 Music Sheets. We have the statement of one dealer that there are more
falkes of this issue than genuine items. At least two different fakes are
known; at one time, believe it or not, the fakes carried a higher premium than
the genuine article. No wonder the counterfeiters were busy.

Within the last few days we received the 1961 Pofis catalog which, we
understand, will shortly come out bound. In general appearance it locks like
its predecessor of 1959, but a closer look shows that prices, at last, are get-
ting attention. Published by a socialist state, it gives in to capitalist caprices
and raises the prices on some of the older stamps. In our estimation, the
price hike is insufficient; we'd gladly buy at their price, only they can't de-
liver. Onme thing bothers us; why can’t we exhibit everything listed in Pofis
1961 at the PRAGA 1962 show?

In the last issue of the Specialist youw saw an ad by Frantifek Ale§, a
travel bureau agent, who solicits your participation in a pilgrimage to Praha
in the fall of 1962 to the Praga World Stamp Show. It would be nice to come
to Praha as a group in a large caravan.

Searching contacts are:

Véclavy Kotva, Hlohovieky 55, Poita Terefov.

Leopold Ving, Geské Budéjovice, Husova 26.

Antonin Drescher, Janovice u Rymafova, Skolni 30, okr. Bruntdl. (This
gentleman is interested in match box covers and labels.)

PERSONALITIES ON THE NEW CZECH STAMPS
(concluded from last issue)

VIKTORIN CORNELIUS of Viehrd (1460-1520) a lawyer, author and
humanist was the son of a middle class family from Chrudim. Graduating
from the Charles Urniversity at the age of 24, he became & dean, with the de-
gree of Bachelor of Sciences. In 1487 Kornel was appointed to an office in
the Crown Land Court and six vears later was made registrar of the Crown
Land Office. In this capacity, he opposed the clerically inspired land laws,
which conflicted with the ancient usages.

Kornel kept constant contacts with all humanists in the government
services and in his translation of J. Zlatoust§’s book, “Redeeming the Fall-
en” he affirmed his love of the Czech language and national hopes.

His most important work is the “Nine Books of Laws, Decisions, and
Records of Czech Lands,” in which he insisted that the confiscation, which
was then being prepared, be done in a manner consistent with the Czech land
laws. These views were opposed by the nobles, who were trying to enrich
themselves. They accused him before King Vladislav of changing the old
files and records for the advantage of officers of the Land Court and to the
disadvantage of the nobles. The King dismissed him from his office, of re-
corder, but the case against him was dropped. Kornel was ordered to pre-
pare a new edition of the “Books” in somewhat milder vein. The importance
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of these “Books” is that in them he correlated and preserved the old and im-
portant acts, legislative proceedings, land records, and decrees as the origin-
als were destroyed by fire in 1541. His opinion was that the public laws
should not be changed at the whim of the nobles and that the king should
govern by laws and not his absolute will. His humanism was at his best in
battling for the common people, especially the serfs.

KAREL MATEJ CAPEK, the Chod, was born in DomaZlice Feb. 2, 1860,
and died in Praha Nov. 3, 1927. In the Kunz encyclopedia he is listed as a
novelist, dramatist and romancer. Mixing with people of all classes and
occupations, he collected material for his sometime grotesque stories. His
story “KaSpar Lén, the Avenger” describes the hard lot of a common laborer.
The naturalistic story “Antonin Vondreje” takes the reader into the under-
world. Other critical stories are “Jindrové” and “Turbins.”

NEW MEMBER
712. Dr. Ellis Haworth, 4401 Davenport Jt., N. W., Washington 16, D. C.

OUR MEMBERSHIP LIST

With this issue of the Specialist you receive a listing of the 1961 mem-
bers who were paid up to May 14, 1961. It is surprising how many of the
members wait, not up to the last minute, but after. Very often they don't
pay until after they stop getting the Specialist. We ask all who are delin-
quent to please send their dues immediately to the treasurer, George C. Ko-
bylka, 1433 So. Cuyler Ave., Berwyn, Il

PRAGA 1362

WORLD STAMP EXHIBITION

We are specialists for travel to Czechoslovakia, representing the official
travel bureau CEDOK, Prague.

We are servicing any travel needs, issuing Sedok Vouchers, hotel accome-
dations, obtaining visa for you, conducted tours, independent tours.

ARE YOU GOING? Contact us first

Also: Money transfers (Tuzex agency), parcels Tuzex Prague, Tuzex
money vouchers for travelers. 'Guidebooks and maps of GSR. Dictionaries
Czech and English. Translations. Immigration affairs.

v \
Frantisek B. Ales, owner

Alesh Travel Agency, 1371 First Ave., New York 21, N. Y.
Phone: LE 5-4944
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403. Rosner, Frank J., 2325 So. 61st Ave., Cicero 50, Ill.

42, *Russell, W. L., 1495 High Street, Glen Iris, Victoria, Australia

420. Ruzicka, Louis, 18 May St., Belleville, N. J.

370. Safarik, Dr. Henry J., 416 No. Valencia, Alhambra, Calif.
200, Schneider, Pavl, 51 W. 86th St., New York 24, N. Y.
404. *Schoeniz, Wm. V., 20 Charles Court, East Patchogue, N. Y.
151. Schwanderla, Anthony, 108-05 Spa Pl., Jamaica 35, N. Y.
52. *Secky, Rudolf, 1330 145th Pl.,, Whitestone, N. Y.
693. Serchak, George J., 73 Huron Ave., Clifton, N. J.
273, **Sisson, Mr. and Mrs. Alex, 4841 Chopin, Detroit 10, Michigian
459,  Sixta, Dr. A. F., Alliance, Nebr.
45. *Skopecek, G. R., Box 232, Colfax, Calif.
245.  Skrivanek, Miles, Sr., 2442 So. Millard Ave., Chicago 23, TIL
367. Sloboda, Rudolph F., Box 56 Church Lane Road, Englishtown, N. J.
75. *Snow, Mark G., 14881 Alger Rd., Cleveland 11, Ohio
102. *Spofford, R. L., 4815 Woodlawn Ave., Chicago 15, Il
525.  Steffel, Major Richard S., 4509A U. 8. A. F. Academy, Colorado Springs
Colo.
709. Stamberg, Lee A., 3450 8. Gunderson Ave., Berwyn, IlL
330. *Stein, Joseph, 673 Hinsdale St., Brooklyn 7, N. Y.
443.  Steiner, Frank, 5100 Santa Monica Blvd., Loz Angeles 29, Calif.
707. Sterba, Joseph F., 6624 Windsor Ave., Berwyn, Ill.
444. Stoyel, A. J., 47 Kynaston Ave., Thornton Heath, Surrey, England
426. Stupka, Frank M., 2812 Mohattan Lane, Lemay 25, Missouri
578. Synek, Henry T., 276 Gage Road, Riverside, Il
660. Szabados, Rudolph L., 33 Clarissa Dr., Hicksville, L. I., N. Y.
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601. Tagg, Norman A., 961 Jay Lane, Phoenix, N. Y.

672. Tarassoff, Peter, 423 Broadway, Cambridge 38, Mass.

172. Thivierge, Albert, 52-14 39th Ave., Woodside 77, N. Y.

548, Trager, Robert Miraslav, 12 Montagu St., London W. 1, England

434. *Thorne, William C., 4827 Water Lane, Caulfield, Br. Columbia, Canada
708. Thuet, Robert L., 212 Davison Street, Joliet, IlL

490. *Tomeik, John G., 3207 W. Cortland Ave., Chicago 47, IIl

229. Turner, George T., 408 A Street S. ., Washington 3, D. C.

517. Valenta, Joseph, 3404 So. 61st Crt., Cicero 50, IlL

711. Vand, Lvadimir, Box 299 F. Ro 1, State College, Penna.

295. Van Randel, Ray, Jr.,, 2108 N. 19th St., Sheboygan, Wisconsin

11. *Velek, John, 6218 W. Diversey Ave., Chicago 35, Ill

€18. *Verba, Joseph. 3124 Atwood Terrace, Columbus 24, Ohio

609. *Verner, Jaroslav J., U.S.I.8., Zagreb, Yugoslavia, Washington, D. C.
599, Vochaska, Charles, 1942 55th Crt., Cicero 50, IIL

667. Voytek, Joseph C., 2820 St. Kevin Ave,, No. 2, Montreal, Que., Canada
537. Vondra, Mirke L., 156 Altamont Blvd., ‘Altamont, N. Y.

162. Vrzalik, Leo F., 7181 Willowdale Ave., Baltimore 6, Md.

323. Walter, Ray A., Y. M. C. A, 210 High St. N. W., Warren, Ohio

706. Wasiniak, Edward G., Civilian Personnel Officer, Box 207, 7206th Sup-
port Group, A. P. O. 223, New York, N. Y.

480. Wenham-Goode, A. F., Whitehaven, South Common All Saints, New
Axminster, Devon, England

681. Williams, Robert, Box 222, De Witt, Iowa

181. *Woodbury, Kenneth J., Sr., 29 Cowesett Ave., West Warwick, R. L

630,  Yanco, Oliver C., 1145 State St., Bellingham, Washington

680. Zalesky, Anton, 4636 Gilbert Ave., Western Springs, Il
395. *Zdenek, James G., 8208 So. 36th St., Tacoma, Wash.

521. Zeman, Paul, 89 Baldwin PL., Union, N. J.

654. *Zenchina, Edward J., 3936 W. Montrose Ave., Chicago 18, Il

ADVERTISING RATES IN THE CZECHOSLOYAK SPECIALIST

One insertion 10 insertions

FULL PAGE $10.00 $8.00
HALF PAGE 6.00 5.00
QUARTER PAGE 4.00 3.25
EIGHTH PAGE 2.50 2.00

CLASSIFIED ADS: 5 cents per word including name and address; minimum
$1.00 per insert,

All above advertizing subject to 109 discount to members.

CHAPTER MEETINGS
The New York Chavter meets every third Friday of the month at 7:30
p.m. in the Collectors Club, 22 East 35th St., New York City.
The Chicago Chapter meets every second Sunday of the month at 2:30
p-m. in the Lincoln Federal Loan and Savings Association Bldg., 6635 Cermak
Rd., Berwyn, IIL
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WANT TO BUY

MINT MINT
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

ISSUES 1923-1926
(Scott Nos. 92-118)

Full Sheets
Part Sheets
Blocks
Die Proofs
Color Trials
Plate Proofs
Rare Perforations
Varieties
Rare Watermark Positions

ARTHUR 1. KESSLER

551 Fifth Ave. New York 17, N. Y.




We just bought a big stock of

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

and

Slovakia

and

Boh Moravia

and a VERY Specialized Collection
of these countries

WE FILL WANT LISTS

Alfons Stach

LENOX, MASS.




