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EDITORIAL

An old American custom requires everyone of us to make good resolu-
tions for.the New Year. Unfortunately, even the most sincere resolutions
are soon broken and forgotten. It is our wish that all our members make
and keep the following resolutions: To pay their dues to the Society immedi-
ately and voluntarily to increase the amount; to ask other Czecho collectors
to join our ranks and thereby insure the quality of the information presented
in the Specialist; to support the coming exhibition and auction by direct par-
ticipation either as Exhibitors, donors of auction material and/or purchasers
at the auction.

Member Barry writes that he is the owner of B24 and B25 and relates an
interesting story of how he obtained them. On the third day of the sale of
the Poita Ceskoslovensks 1919 overprints he went to the Post Office to ac-
cept the stamps he had previpusly ordered, the total order amounting to a-
bout $2000, U. S. When he reached the window there were two small packets
on the counter; Mr. Barry was the owner of one of these. On the top of the
other packet were two loose stamps. The clerk asked Barry if he wanted
them and noting they were two high values he didn’t hesitate and iinmediately
paid face plus 50%. Just then the clerk who was regularly assighed to that
window came in, noting the two stamps were missing and learning that Barry
had just purchased them insisted the two stamps be returned to him. While
the argument progressed a judge, well known to Barry’s father entered and
having heard both sides of the story rendered a decision by which Barry be-
came the lawful owner. Mr. Barry concludes that at that time nothing was .
known of the granite paper and when he examined his purchase he paid al-
most no attention to the difference in paper though he did notice it. He la-
ter heard that a quantity of these granite papers was smuggled into the print-
ery and as the printers were not in on the scheme some, of these got mixed
up with the regular 4 and 10.K stamps and only the luckiest of collectors got
them.

Your editor is frequently the recipient of requests for sample copies of
the Specialist but in the last few months he was especially gratified to re-
ceive offers of exchange from the Philatelic Library of Israel, The Philatelic
Section of the Munich Municipal Library and last but not least, the librarian
of The Royal Philatelic Society, London, the Honorable E. H. Wurren who
asks for a complete file of the Czechoslovak Specialist or as much as is avail-
able. He wrote flatteringly of the considerable advance of Czechoslovakian
philately.
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A short note from member Klozar who writes: “Please don’t hang out
bait in the Specialist. Do you mean to tell me that you have a list of post-
marks—Austrian, German, ete., which is ready for publication?” and he adds
“Shall certainly buy one if published.” Our reply was in this vein: “We have
ready for publication an almost complete listing of Czech, Moravian, Silesian,
Slovakian and Ruthenian towns with the name used by the Czechoslovakian
Post Office Department and their German, Polish or Hungarian equivalents,
which were ceded to Germany, Poland and Hungary when the Sudeten crisis
started the slow disintegration of the first Republic. We are now preparing
a complete listing of all the Post Offices of Czechoslovakia with the names
they bore while incorporated in the Austro-Hungarian Empire or Germany
before 1918.” We hesitate to publish these listings for fear the interest in
them is not too great. It is possible we shall publish these in the Specialist
alloting one or two pages in each issue. Your editor is anxious to know what
to expect, more orchids or brickbats.

‘We are happy to tell our readers that Member W. L. Russell of Australia
won an award for his showing of Czechoslovakian Military Field Post in Si-
beria at the Annual Competition of The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria.
We congratulate Bill on his success and thank him for keeping Czechoslovak
philately active Down Under.

We are sure many of our members have been wondering if we are doing
something' about our Handbook. Your editor was assured by Member Janecka
that transportation to Kalamazoo, Mich.,, will be given him to retrieve the
Sections of the Handbook now in the hands of the printer there. A letfer to
Mr. Chambers acquainted him of our intention to call for the manuseript De-
cember 5, 1953. The following answer was received: “I will be out of the
city for the next two weesk so it would be impossible to see you on the fifth.
However, upon my return I will look up your manuscript and mail it to you.”
We shall be happy to inform our members of our success (good or ill) in the
next issue of the Specialist.

The following letter from London is self-explanatory: “I'm sure you will
be pleased to hear that our meeting on October.1Tth was a success—15 people
attended, which is quite good.

You know, of course, that there was a Czech Society over here, the Czech-
oslovak Philatelic Society of Great Britain, run by a Vincent Jourdan of Liv-
erpool; most of us here belonged to it. It was really only an exchange club,
there were no meetings, just the exchange packet which circulated very in-
frequently. Anyway, Mr. Jourdan decided he couldn’t run the affair any
longer and he asked me if I would like to take it over. I thought it would
be an idea to have a really active society so I accepted and at our meeting
we decided to have a formal committee to run it. It was agreed that I should

. become the secretary and treasurer, George Pearson the chairman and ex-
change superintendent and Dr. Anthony, Mrs. Kay Goodman and A. J. Stoyel
to form the remainder of the committee.

Our auctioneer friends who accommodated us before have agreed to let
us have the auction room for quarterly meetings when we hope to study var-
ious individual stamps or issues and we are going to institute a quarterly
newsletter as soon as possible. So you see, Frank, we hope to grow to be a
reasonable society in time. With the remaining members of the original so-
ciety our membership is 25 and with the help of publicity in the philatelic
press over here we should enroll a few more. Of course, all the new members
will be invited to join the larger Society and so receive the Specialist.” Mem-
ber Rogers deserves the congratulations of all the members. Thanks a mil-
lion, Erie!

Our treasurer is a printer by trade and he often deplored the fact that
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albums of Czechoslovakia are unobtainable in “ready made” condition. To
get Scott’s Czechoslovakia it is necessary to buy all of Central Europe and
besides one must buy the special albums for which the pages are punched.
He reasoned that an album of Czechoslovakia fitting a standard three ring
binder would be a welcome innovation and so, on the basis of the information
gleaned from the Specialist George Kobylka set up pages for the country
from 1945 to date. The paper will be approximately the same weight and
quality as the several popular albums now on the market. The entire ven-
ture is on an experimental basis and George hopes to break even. The first
day sale is tentatively scheduled at the time of our exhibition in March. We
have looked over the draft and decided that is an easy way of collecting in-
stead of as at present when we prepare our own pages. George thinks the
cost for this section will be about $7.00. He plans to prepare pages for cor-
ner position blocks and first day covers at an extra charge. If this noble
experiment meets with any thing like an even break for George he plans on
expanding to include all of Czechoslovakia, Eastern Silesia, Bohemia-Morav-
ia, Slovakia and Siberia. We sincerely hope he meets with success,

The Chicago Philatelic Society held its 67th Annual Exhibition December
4-6, 1953. While there we were shown a 1952 Bratislava Souvenir sheet,
Scott 566, in imperforate condition. This may be an umique item. Among
the exhibitions in the Court of Honor we saw First Issue Air Mail overprints
Printer’s Waste displayed as such and not as ‘“searce errors” as is often the
case. It seems that anything not listed in Scott is considered by some as
scarce and valuable material and most often is labeled an error. On check-
ing who exhibited this material we were not surprised because it belongs to
Member Britt, who has a marvelous collection of Air Mail stamps, proofs and
essays of the world. Incidentally, John is president of the Collectors Club
of New York.

The 1954 combined edition of Scott reached us too late for a just and
thorough review. Going hastily through the Section devoted to Czechoslo-
vakia we have noticed many price changes and notes on the existence of ad-
ditional types. It is obvious that Scott cannot specialize in every country
and for that reason we congratulate the Scott Publishing Co. and its editor
Mr. Gordon Harmer on the additions and changes which appear in the 1954
edition.

OUR EXHIBITION AND AUCTION

When this issue of the Specialist reaches our members only two months
divide us from our show which will be held in Sokol Chicago Hall, 2343 South
Kedzie Ave., Chicago 23, Ill., Saturday and Sunday, March 20-21, 1954. All
those who want to exhibit their treasures are requested to mail their entries
to Kovarik in time to prepare the frames. No charge will be made for the
frames but members are requested to pay postage or express charges both
ways. Exhibition material on which the return postage or express is not
fully prepaid will be returned by express collect. This is an expensive process
but the only feasible one. Members are requested to insure their material;
the committee will not be responsible for loss or damage unless the exhibitor
is insured. Insurance fees are $.35 for every $100 valuation with a minimum
charge of $1.00. If you wish to exhibit kindly contact the chairman.

As in the last auction so also in this one we are prepared to sell members’
material if he feels he cannot give some expensive item outright to the auc-
tion. Of course, we are especially anxious to obtain donated material. The
commission for selling through the auction will be 209% of price realized up
to $25 selling price, 16% over $25. Each submitted item may carry a reserve
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bid; if this is not met then 5% of the reserve bid will be charged with a min-
imum of $1 to cover the expenses of the auction. It has been decided that
any items received late as a donation shall be held over to next year and that
to be sold on a commission basis shall be returned to the owner. A catalog
of the auction material plus a bid sheet will be mailed with the February
Specialist.

The next meeting of the Chicago Group will be held in the home of Mem-
ber August J. Hrivnak, 174 Addison Rd., Riverside, Ill., Sunday January 17,
1954 at 2:30 p.m. All Chicagoland members are urged to attend.

The following have been elected to the various committees: General
Chairman: Paul Marusic, 1720 So. Clinton St., Chicago 16, IIl., Jos. Jacka,
2723 8. Central Park Ave., A, J. Hrivnak, 174 Addison Rd., Riverside, Illinois.
Auction Chairman: George C. Kobylka, 3458 W. 23rd St., Chicago 23, IlL; R.
L. Spofford, 5056 Woodlawn Ave.; J. Velek, 2229 Kimball Ave., Chicago 47.
Publicity Chairman: Frank J. Rosner, 2520 So. Pulaski Ave.,, Chicago 23, Il
R. Reinowski, 9031 W. 24th St., No. Riverside, Ill., F. J. Kovarik, 2502 South
Kedzie Ave., Chicago 23. Exhibition Chairman: F. J. Kovarik, 2502 South
Kedzie Ave., Chicago 23, Ill., M. Skrivanek, 2147 W. Evergreen Ave., Chicago
22, P. Kreischer, 261 W. 108th Pl,, Chicago 28. Bourse Chairman: Roman
Reinowski, 9031 W. 24th St., No. Riverside, Ill, J. L. Kaspar, 2726 So. Pulas-
ki Rd., Chicago 23, E. E. Zaludek, 5737 So. Francisco Ave., Chicago 29.

If every member does his bit, despite the increase in the Hall rent and
other expenses, the Society can benefit much. As an afterthought: It has
been decided in the last meeting of the Chicago Group to set aside a small
sum out of the profits of this and future shows to purchase frames which can
be used in the future exhibitions of the Society.

THE CURRENT 5.00 K&S STAMP

In the October, 1953 issue of the Specialist on page 111, our readers see
a reproduction of the most recent 5.K& stamp of Czechoslovakia. The infor-
mation submitted by the Ministry of Posts and Communications informs the
readers that it is a view of the Charles Bridge in Praha, that the late graphic
artist Bohumil Heinz designed the very pleasing subject. Those of us who
knew Heinz are aware that he was imbued with the spirit of democracy and
wonder just when he decided on this particular view. Was the present regime
in power? or did he prophetically see into the future?

Let us. look at the left foreground of this stamp. To those who look
closely will appear a statuary group presenting our Lord on His Cross but
with His right arm on the shoulder of a kneeling figure. Those who know
Praha recognize in the kneeling figure St. Lutgarde (Ludgarda) who lost her
sight eleven years before her death in 1256. As a favor for having co patient-
ly suffered her blindness our Lord favored her with this vision.

The statuary group is by the sculptor Matthias Braun who produced this
work at the request of the Cistercian Abbott E. Tyttle in 1710. It follows
the line of the painting “The Vision of St. Lutgarde” by Brandl.

St. Lutgarde, whose feast is celebrated on June 16th, was born at Tongres
(Brabant, Belgium) in 1182. She was professed as a Benedictine nun at the
age of 20. Later she became a Cistercian and lived at the little convent of
Aywieres for thirty years. She was especially renowned for her sanctity of
life and it is recorded that like St. Francis of Assissi, she bore the stigmata.

Did Heinz try to show that the Lord compassionates the Czech nation
which is beginning to see after its six years of russophilic blindness? We
wonder how long this stamp will remain on sale in Czechoslovakia. It de-
picts something frightful, the Love of God.
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NEW ISSUE PARADE

New Commemoratives ‘The Month of the Czechoslovak-Soviet Friendship 1953’

On the occasion of the Month of the Czechoslovak-Soviet Friendship, the
Ministry of Communications issued on November Tth, 1953, three commem-
orative postage stamps of the following motives, denominations and colors:

(1) Hradéany Castle—Kremlin, 30 h, green

(2) Lomonosov University in Moscow, 60 h. brown

(3) V. L Lenin Ship-Canal, Kés 1.20, blue.

The authors of the designs are Albert Jond$, architect, Bohdan Roule and
Bedrich Housa. The engraving of the first and third motive is by Bedfich
Housa, the engraving of the second one is by Bohdan Roule.

The stamps were printed in the Post Printing Office in Prague in sheets
of 25 copies, horizontal form 52x33 mm in dimension, the size of the picture
49x33 mm.. Validity for postage from November 7th, 1953.

An official First Day Cover designed by Teodora Novéikové, engraved by
Jaroslav Goldschmied, was issued at the same time.

Commemorative Issue ‘70 Years of the National Theatre in Praha’

To commemorate the 70th anniversary of the foundation of the National
Theatre in Praha, falling on 18th November, 1953, the Ministry of Communi-
cations issued a set of three stamps of the following denominations, colors
and designs:

Kés 0.30, black blue, portraying Ema Destinnovd, most famous Czech opera
singer, to honor the 75th anniversary of her birthday, designed by
Professor Karel Svolinsky, engraved by Jindra Schmidt.

Kés 0.60, yellow brown, depicting the National Theatre, designed and en-
graved by Jifi Svengsbir.

Kés 2.00, black brown, with the portrait of Eduard Vojan, outstanding Czech
actor, to honor the 100th anniversary of his birthday, designed by
Professor Karol Svolinsky, engraved by Jindra Schmidt.

The stamps of Kés 0.30 and 2.00 were recess-printed from flat plates in
sheets of 10 copies, the stamp of Ké&s 0.60 was recess-printed in sheets of 50
copies. All stamps printed on white paper are of vertical format, the size of
the picture 23x30 mm.

Validity for postage from November 18, 1953.

An official First Day Cover designed by Professor Karel Svolinsky, en-
graved by Jifi Svengsbir, was issued at the same time.
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retudujici, opravujici
zpateéni adresa
spateéni cesta
zpéteéni cesta po
mo¥i

spatecéni let
zpateéni poStovné
Reunion ostrovy
spojeni, opétné
sjednoceni

nova cena,

nové ocenéno
diichod, p#ijem
pozpatku, protiva,
opak, obrat, zména
pFevraceny,
zménény, obriceny,
odvolan¥

povstdni, vzbouteni,
revoluce
kosoétverec
Zebrovany,
pruhovany

pentle, pentliéka,
stuha

bohaty, hluboky,
tmavy

right
right angle
ring

rippled
to rise

rock
roll

Roman

Roman
characters

Romania

roof

room

rope
rose spray

rose
rose
rose
rose

lilae
carmine
purple

rose red
rose violet
rosette
rostrum
rotarian

rotary gravure

rotary press

rotary printing

rotoprint
rototaglio
rough

rounded
row

royal
rubbed

to rub out

Ruhr
ruin

ruled
ruled paper
rules

rouletted
to run

January 1964

pravy, v pravo,
pravo, prava strana
pravy thel,
pravodhelnik
krouzek, prstynek,
zvuk, zvonéni, prsten
vinity, krabaty
vstati, povstati,
zvednouti se,
vystoupiti

skala, tskali
kotoué, svitek,
houska

Fimsky

latinka

Rumunsko

stiecha, krov
svétnice, misto,
pokoj, prostor
provaz, lano

riZova veétvicka,
riizovy prut

riZe, ruZovy
rizove lila, Sefikovy
riZové karminovy
riZové purpurovy,
fialovy

ruZové éerveny
rizové fialovy
roseta
Fedniite,
rotaridn
neotypie
rotaéka
tisk rotagkou
neotypie
neotypie
drsny, hruby,
nerovny
okrouhly, okulatély
fada, brizda, ulice -
kralovsky

tfeny, Skrabany
vytFiti, vygumovati,
vyradjrovati,
vymazati

Poruii

trosky, zficenina,
zdhuba

linkovany, ovladany
linkovany papir
pravidla, p¥edpis,
natizeni

prosekany

bé&Zeti, utikati,

téci, b&hati

platforma
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Austro-Hungarian Postmarks Used in Czechoslovakia
Zdenék Kvasnika
Translated by George Skopedek and Richardson L. Spofford

. J - Single circle postmarks

This type appears in a single language or bilingually, The date is al-
ways in the center, arranged vertically, with the exception of Znojmo, where
it is in a horizontal position. In J2, J4 and J8 time is also shown in either
Arabic or Roman numerals, sometimes supplemented by the letter “V” (Vor-
mittag-AM) or “N” (Nachmittag-PM). In the postmark of SCHLUCKENAU
the letter A follows the time and in the one from EGER-BAHNHOF (Cheb
R.R. Station) the letter is blocked out. Sizes vary. The smallest one of
WELLEMIN could easily be placed inside of a Hradéany stamp. The largest
one is that of POVLOVICE u OLOMOUCE.

An exceptional and very interesting one is the postmark of FRANZEN-
BAD (J9, FrantiSkovy Lazné), which was found lately. Apparently it was
not in daily use as was the one of ZNOJMO (J6).

J-1 In one language. Name on top, date in the center.

J-2 Bilingual. Time numerals are placed above or under the year num-

eral.

J-3 In one language. Name at top and bottom.

J-4 In one language. Name at top and bottom. Time is also shown.

J-5 Bilingual. Name right and left, divided by a dash.

J-6 Same arrangement. Names divided by an asterisk; date placed hor-

izontally in the center.
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J-T Bilingual. Name top and bottom.
J-8 Same arrangement. Time also shown,
J-9 In one language. Double outside circle.
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D - Double Circle Postmarks

This type appears in a single language and bilingually. According to the
original Austrian postal instructions, the German name was to be placed
first, above or to the left. However, the political situation changed thiz =o
that in the predominantly Czech localities the Czech name was placed first.

The inside circle is thicker than the outside one and the time is shown
by Arabic numerals for AM and Roman for PM.

D-1 In one language. Name above, date in vertical posmon Asterisk at
the bottom.
D-2 Same arrangement. Time is also shown,
D-3 Same as D-1, distinguishing letter in place of asterisk.
D-4 Same arrangement. Time is also shown.
D-5 In one language. Name top and bottom.
D-6 Same arrangement. Time is shown.
D-7 In one language. Name top and bottom. Distinguishing letter on
the left.
D-8 Same arrangement. Time is shown.
D-9 Bilingual. Names divided top and bottom.
D-10 Same arrangement. Time is shown.
D-11 Same as D-9, but on the left is the distinguishing letter.
D-12 Same arrangement. Time is shown.
D-183 Same as D-11, but dlstmgumhmg letters left and ng?ht
D-14 Same arrangement. Time is shown,
D-15 Bilingual. Names divided by an asterisk top and bottom.
D-16 Same arragngement. Time is shown.
D-17 Same as D-15, but instead of an asterisk at the bottom is the dis-
tinguishing letter.
D-18 Same arrangement. Time is showm.
D-19 After correcting the postmark, only one asterisk was left.

M - Double Circle bridged postmarks

This type of postmark was used more than any other. Names appear
in one or both languages. The time, when shown, is in Arabic numerals for
AM and Roman for PM. Some of these postmarks were damaged in use, so
that only a portion appears on the stamps. (M5, Troppau). Seldom seen are
types M-17, 18 and 19. The distinguishing letter 8a in Duchcov (Dux) was
probably inserted later.

M-1 In one language, Date gives day, month and year. The distinguish-

ing letter is at the bottom.

M-2 Same arrangément. Time is shown,

M-3 Same arrangement. Asterisks flank the distinguishing letter.

M-4 In one language. Date space cuts through the inner circle. Disting-

uishing letter is flanked by asterisks,

.M-7 7In one language. Name top and bottom. Distinguishing letter in

left center.

‘M-8 Same arrangement. Time is shown,

M-9 Same arrangement. An asterisk right center between names.

M-10 Same arrangement. Time is shown.

M-11 Bilingual. Distinguishing letter right center.

M-12 Same arrangement. Time is shown.

M-13 Same arrangement. Distinguishing letter right, ast.efns'k left.

M-14 Bilingual. Names placed left and right, divided at top by an aster-
isk, bottom by distinguishing letter.

M-15 Same arrangement. Time is shown.
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M-16 Same arrangement. Distinguishing letter at the top.

M-17 Cancelling stamp of the Praha Telegraph Office. Abbreviation
T F G is common.

M-18 Same arrangement. Time follows date,
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NEW MEMBER
497. Mrs. Marie Stoeff, 1409 Colonial Drive, Tallahassee, Fla.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
241. Milo Barry, P. 0. Box 3064, Van Nuys, Calif.
379. Milos Polivka, 101 Montrose Rd., Berkeley 7, Calif.
284. Joseph Hajek, RR #1, Augusta, Kansas

OFFICERS for 1953-1954
President: W. B. Bryant, 1661 Spruce St., So. Pasadena, Calif.
Secretary: John Velek, 2229 Kimball Ave., Chicago 47, Ill.
International Secretary: A. J. Hrivnak, 174 Addison Rd., Riverside, Ill.
Treasurer: Geo. C. Kobylka, 2453 W. 23rd St., Chicago 28, Ill.
Librarian: Leo F. Goerth, 1850 Brewster Ave., Cincinnati 7, Ohio
Sales Manager: W. Fritzsche, Box 402, Geneva, N, Y.
East Vice-president: L. M. Horechny, 85 Valley St., Newark 6, N. J.
West Vice-president: Mrs. G. R. Skopecek, Box 232, Colfax, Calif.
Midwest Vice-president: James W. Adler, 6452 Nashville Av., St.Louis 10, Mo.
Editor: F. J. Kovarik, 2502 So. Kedzie Ave., Chicago 23, Il

ADVERTISING RATES

Full page
3% page
14 page
% page
1/16 page

1.76

1 insertion b5 insertions 10 insertions

6.00 5.50 5.00
4.00 3.75 3.50
2.50 2.25 2.16

1.60 1.60
1.25 115 1.00

10% discount to members.

NEW and RECENT ISSUES
(again) MINT only

558-59—35th Anniversary __ .15

560-61—1952 Red Cross —___ .16
562-63—Ales _______________ A5
566-66—Peace __ . ____.______ .21
Writers and Poets, 5 val. ___ .35
Nejedly Birth, 2 val. ________ .17
Peace Congress, 2 val. ______ 17
5th Anniversary, 3 val. ____ .38
Vaclavek, 2 val. _________ .. 12
Womens Day, 2 val, _______ A1
Stalin Mourning, 1 val. ____ .05

Gottwald Mourning, 2 val. __ .14

Gottwald Sheet ____________ 20
Socialist, 1 val, . _____ .06
Bicycele, 1 val. .09
Socialist Construct, 3 val. __ .17
May Day, 1953, 4 val, _____ 42
Agriculture, 2 val. —_____ .26
New Currency
Musie Festival . _________ .50
Regular Issve, 6 val. ______ .80
Prague Castle . _____ A5

I have everything in stock from #1 to date but I cannot help YOU if you
do not write to ME.

Get Going!!!

B. J. MILLER

264 E. 180th St.

New York 57, N. Y.
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WE OFFER IN

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

43a, 45a, 472 Ail three mint Superb. Scott $72.00 for 28.00

61/63 all mint 1.25
95/101 all mint - 3.00
101A Superb mint 25.00
101B Superb mint g - 25.00
119/122 all mint __ 5.7
200b, 201b used or mint 2.25°

About 200 stamps all used from 1948-1953 inel. 2 sheets 11.50

First set of Slovakia, mint or used _ 18.50

First set of Bohemia-Moravia mint or used ____________ 3.00

A Highly Specialized Collection of Czechoslovakia
is broken up

Alfons Stach

LENOX, MASS.




