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EDITORIAL

Last September we commenced publishing a translation from the Hirsch-
Franek Handbook on the Revolutionary Provisionals of 1918. Mr. W. L. Rus-
sell, the translator, prefaced his translation with a note which has brought
comments from collectors all over the world. Most philatelists claim that
these stamps are not provisional at all but private overprints which have
been tolerated by the Post Office Department, permitted to carry the mails
but never had any official sanction. Whatever the status of these labels
this much remains clear: They are collected avidly and many collectors like
our late Charles Waldmann have built enormous collections of these. Several
weeks before Mr. Waldmann’s death he gave a wondrful talk on these issues
before The Chicago Philatelic Society. We recall his enthusiasm and es-
pecially remember his preface in which he exclaimed: “On October 28, 1918
I was in Praha and saw the Republic born. A nation dead for three centuries
was revived!”

We stopped the publication of this translation not because of the above
mentioned comments but because we didn’t have the illustrations to accom-
pany the article. Since then Mr. Woodbury has furnished us with photo-
graphs from the collection of Mr. Barden and Mr. Kessler sent illustrations
from his auction catalogs which will illustrate this work. We thank the
gentlemen for their help.

A letter from Mr. Russell brings the news that Bill has retired. We wish
him all the pleasant experinces which come with his new station in life.
Knowing Bill these many, many years we are sure that retirement to him
will not mean hibernation but he’ll put his excellent talents to work for the
betterment of his fellow man.

Several members have called us to task for not having mailed yet the
1952 collection of Specialists to our Associate memberzs. We really forgot
about it this year and are sorry the complaints came in so late. Our mem-
bers are very charitable; knowing of our eye trouble they hesitated to “beef”
sooner. This error has now been corrected. As we are about ready to start
our vacation we promise the Patron Members that immediately upon our re-
turn we'll prepare their premiums for the bookbinder.

A letter from Praha explains the numbers found on the sheet borders of
new stamps. The date shown in small numerals is the date of the printing.
The larger numerals are ordinary control numbers. Our correspondant also
tells us that “the usual stamp bourse conducted every Sunday has not opened
in the last two Sundays. Stamps even of the older issues have dropped con-

siderﬂ.‘bly in price yet no buyers can bte found because no one has any spare
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So far we have heard of three mistakes which crept into last month’s
Membership List. Both Maresh members, Charles and Ferdinand, were listed
as Maresch. We have also transplanted our Sales Manager Wolfgang Fritz-
sche from Geneva, New York, to Geneva, Illinois. Kindly correct your list
accordingly. We are sorry.

Since the publication of the vocabulary several corrections have reached
us. Among the latest collaborators is member Frank Rosner who, we learn,
is editor of the Chicago Czech Daily SVORNOST. We thank every member
who cooperates with your editor; only thus can we have a truly fine Society
and a good organ.

To date only two comments have reached us on the proposed handbook.
We fully realize that the time elapsed between the day of mailing and of
writing these words is too short to expect much. We are anxious to know
our members’ wishes and suggestions.

NEW MEMBERS

488. George Lerch, 2343 Gunderson Ave., Berwyn, IIL
489. Miro Pliska, 3412 W. 41st St., Cleveland, Ohio.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
105. W. F. Barden, 730 N. Main St., R. #3, Attleboro, Mass.
85. John L. Havers, R. D. #2, Box 274, Johnstown, Pa.
162. Leo F. Vrzalik, Jr., 7131 Willowdale Ave., Baltimore 6, Md.
129. Wm. Bauer, 25 Holden Street, Clifton, N. J.
320. Andrew Kolesar, 267 Kenna Dr., So. Charleston 3, W. Va.

PARADE OF NEW ISSUES

Stamps Honoring the 75th Anniversary of Prof. Dr. Zden&k Nejedly's Birth
To honor the T5th Anniversary of Prof. Dr, Zdenék Nejedly, President of

the Academy of Science, the Ministry of Communications issued on February
10th, 1953, the following two commemorative postage stamps showing the pic-
tures of the Smetana Museum and Jirdsek Museum in Prague, the founding
of which is especially due to Prof. Dr. Zdenék Nejedly’s efforts.

1. Smetana Museum, Kés 1.50, brown

2. Jirasek Museum, Kés 4.00, blue

The design of the first stamp is by J. A. Svengsbir, the design of the
recond one by Ladislav Jirka.

The stamps were recess-printed in the Printing Office of the Ministry of
Communications in sheets of 50, in form of a vertical rectangle 23x30 mm.
in dimension.

Validity for postage from February 10th, 1953.

An official First Day Cover designed and engraved by J. A, Svengsbir as
well as a Collection Sheet were issued at the same time,
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Stamps in Commemoration of the Second Czechoslovak Peace Congress

To commemorate the Second Czechoslovak Peace Congress, the Ministry
of Communications issued on 17th January, a series of two stamps with tne
following designs:

Kés 1.50 value, brown, depicting a peace dove after the reproduction of a
poster drawn by Pablo Picasso and which was produced to publicize the
Congress of Nations for Peace in Vienna.

Kés 4.00 value, blue, showing a smelter and a woman with her child after the
reproduction of a poster drawn by Lev Haas, produced to publicize the
Second Czechoslovak Peace Congress in Prague.

The graphical arrangement of both stamps was made by J. A. Svengsbir.

The stamps were printed by photogravure in the Printing Office ‘“Nasde
Vojsko” in sheets of 100, in form of a vertical rectangle, 23x30 mm in dimen-
sion. Validity for postage from January 17, 1953,

An official cacheted First Day Cover, designed and engraved by J. A.
Svengsbir, was also issued for this commemorative izsue.

New Commemoratives to honer

the Fifth Anniversary of the Victorious February 1948

Five years have passed since the working people of Czechoslovakia re-
pelled the reactionary elements endeavouring to overthrow the People’s dem-
ocracy and to reinstall capitalism. On this occasion the Ministry of Com-
munications issued three commemorative postage stamps showing the meet-
ing of the masses who decided the definitive defeat of the reactionary attack
against the rights of the working people.

The stamps are of the following topics:
(1) The leading personality of the February Victory, President Klement

Gottwald, addressing the meeting.
(2) The Militia marching over Charles Bridge.
(3) The mass meeting on Wenceslas Square in Prague with the portraits of

Stalin and Gottwald,
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The topic on (1) is by Bohumil Némee, worked out for a poster issued
on the occasion of the 5th anniversary of the February Victory. The topic for
the second and the third stamp was adapted through photomontage by JiFi
Schmidt. '

The values of the stamps are:

Kés 1,50, Militiamen, blue
Kés 3.00, Klement Gottwald, red
Kés 8.00, Peoples Assembly, brown

The stamps are printed in photogravure in the Printing Office Pravda in
Bratislava in sheets of 100 copies. The 1.50 and 8.— Ké&s stamps are of hor-
izontal format, the Kés 3.00 stamp of the vertical format, dimension 23x30mm.

Validity for postage from February 25th, 1953,

An official First Day Cover designed and engraved by Jifi Svengsbir and
a Collection Sheet were issued at the same time,

New Commemoratives to Honor Bediich Vaclavek
On March 5th, 1943, Bedfich Vaclavek, the socialist writer and eritic was
tortured to death by the Nazis at Oswieczim. To commemorate the tenth
anniversary of his death the Ministry of Communications issued a set of the
following commemorative postage stamps:
(1) A symbolic motiv showing a book with a torch and the initials BV, de-
signed by Josef Lisler, engraved by Bohdan Roule,
Kés 1.00 value, dark brown,
(2) The portrait of Bedifich Viclavek, designed by Josef Liesler and Jindra
Schmidt, engraved by Jaroslav Goldschmied,
Kés 3.00 value, red.
Both the stamps were recess-printed in sheets of 50 copies in form of ver-
tical reetangle, 23x30mm in dimension,
Validity for postage from March 8th, 1953.
An official First Day Cover designed by Josef Liesler, engraved by Jaro-
slav Goldschmied and a Collection Sheet were issued at the same time.

New Commemoratives “International Women's Day 1953”
On the occasion of the International Women’s Day 1953 on March 8th,
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1958, the Ministry of Communications issued the following two stamps:
(1) A mother with her child, designed by Véaclav Sprungl, engraved by Boh-

dan Roule, Kés 1,50 Value, blue,

(2) The topic shows a woman-revolutionary from the poster issued for In-
ternational Women’s Day 1953, by Josef FlejSar at Jan Mraidek, en-
graved by Jaroslav Goldschmied, Kés 2.00 value, red.

The stamps are recess-printed in the Printing-Office of the Ministry of

Communications in sheets of 50 copies, vertical format, dimension 23x30mm.

Validity for postage fro March 8th, 1953,
An official First Day Cover designed by Vaclav Sprungl, engraved by

Jaroslav Goldschmied and a Collection Sheet were issued at the same time.

From a

SPECIALIZED COLLECTION of CZECHOSLOVAKIA

I offer:

Imperf. stamps with large margins:

5b 2.00, 43a 2.00, 45a 11.00, 47a 13.50,
61 1.50, 65-73 11.00, 74-75 1.65, 76-T8
5.00, 79-80 10.50, 81 4.75, 82-85 6.00,
86 1.50, 87 8.75, 88-80 2.00, 91 2.75

47a pair, dark shade ________ 37.50
78-79 proofs, green, viol. —_____ 3.00
ditto in pairs . ___________ 5.756
66 orange (error) . 2.25

7la T. B. pair __________ .85
ditto gutter p. . ___ 1.75
73a gubtter p. oo 2.560
82a T. B. pair —_________ .50
ditto gutter — e 1.50
83a T. B. pair __________ .85
ditto gutter o 1.75
84a T. B. pair e 6.75
ditto gutter .. ___ 12.50
87a T. B. pair —_______ 11.50

subject unsold, the following MINT stamps (Scott Cat. numbers):
All regular stamps at 30% to 45% of Scott Catalog, also most of the

overprinted semipostal rarities.

The N. Y. World’s Fair 1939 and 1940 sheets: black overprints from b5dc
up, colored overprints (24 different) from 1.25 up. Also some errors.

I am breaking up a large collection of 19th century (strong in Europes
and Latin Americas) at 109 up to 409% of Scott Catalog.

Want lists solicited. All stamps guaranteed and rarities expertized.

Money back if not satisfied.
JOSEFPH NOVY

KENT, CONN.

More offerings from the “HILSBOS" collection

REVOLUTIONARY ISSUES
1st Prague Issue, 19 val, Mint 20.00
2nd Prague Issue, 19 val Mint 20.00
Mares Issue Red ovp. 19 v. M. 15.00
Budejovice Issue, 39 val. Mint 20.00

POSTA CESKOSLOVENSKA ISS.

B21la 10Kr. used . ___ 30.00
B37-39 Airs used —_________ 125.00
B45 80h Due, used .. ___ 24.00
B46 50h Due, used _ 50.00
B70 70f Due, used . ___ 70.00

HRADCEANY ISSUE
45a 20h imp. used single __ $10.00
47a 30h imp. light used sing. 15.00
47a 30h imp. dark used single 20.00

MASARYKS MINT
102 block of 4 oo e 75.00
175-78 UL corner bl. with tabs 14.00

EASTERN SILESIA
500 and 1000 imperf _______ 70.00
MUSIC SHEETS in folder __ 55.00
2nd AIRS (prf) used on piece 35.00

Still plenty of covers, cancels, ete., left. Send your want list.

All offers subject to prior sale.

All items fully guaranteed.

B. J. MILLER

264 E. 180th St,

New York 57, N. Y.
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AUCTIONS

Write for our next catalogue

WE HAVE MUCH TO OFFER IN
CZECHO MATERIAL

CROSS STAMP £

551 Fifth Ave. New York 17, N. Y.
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commandant

commemorative
commemorative

issue
commission

communication
compact

to compare
company

competition
complete
complicated

component

component parts

composer
compositor
composition

compound

compound
perforation

compulsion

conclude

conclusion

concluded

to condense

condensed
condition

conditionally
Confederate
States
confused
confusion
congress

to connect
connection
connoisenr
to consent
to consider

consideration

consist

velitel
pamétni
pamétni vydani

komise, poplatek za
prostfedkovani
sdéleni, byti ve
spojeni

‘husty, tésny,
smlouva, vyrovnini
porovnati, rovnati se
spolek, spolec¢nost,
celek

zavodéni, soutéz,
narok, konkurence
dokonaly, dokonéeny,
dodélany, cely
slozity, obtizny,
zamotany, zapleteny
skladajiei se
sh:lddajici G4sti
skladatel

sazet

komposice, skladba,
zlozeni, sazeni
pismen

smiseny, sloZeny,
spojeny

smifené

zoubkovani
donuceni, natlak
dokonéiti, ukonditi
kones, zavér
uzavieno, dokonéeno
stésniti, shustiti,

stuhnouti
ztésnény, stuhly,
zhustény
podminka, stav,
postaveni
podminééné
Konfederované
Staty

pomateny, spleteny
pomateni, zmatek
shromazdent,
kongres

spojiti, spojovati se
spojeni, spojka
znalec

dovoliti, pFivoliti,
svoliti

promysliti, povaZo-
vati, pozorovati
pozornost, ohled,
znalost, odména
posilka, dopravka

to consist

consisted
consistence

conspicuous

Constantinople
constitution

constitutional
consulate
consumption

container

containing acid

content

to be content
to continue
context
continued

continuation
continuous

contour
to contract

contractor
contrast

contribution
control

control mark

convenience
convention

conventional
1o convey

to convince

convincing
copper
copper etching
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pozlstivati,
skladati se
slozeny
daslednost,
souvislost, pevnost
napadny, jasny,
vynikajici, zfejmy
Catihrad

statni zarizeni,
ustava

ustavni

konsulat

spotieba, ubyt,
souchotiny
nadoba, obal
obsahujici kyselinu
obsah, spokojenost
byti spokojeny
pokracovati
souvislost
pokracovany,
nepretrzity
nepfetrzitost,
pokradovani
souvisly

obsah, narys
smluviti se,
smlouvu uzaviiti,
stahnouti, zkratiti
kontraktor
protiva, odpor,
kontrast
piispévek, poplatek
kontrola, piehlidka,
prekazka, moc
Fidiei znacka,
kontrolni znacka
pohodli, pf¥ileZitost
schiize, smlouva,
dohodnuti
zvykovy, smluveny
vésti, odeslati,
sdéliti, splisobiti
presvedéiti,
usvédéiti
presvédéujiei

méd’

lept v médi

copper engravingrytina v médi

copper plate

copy

copied

médénd deska,
médéni plotna
opis, obtisk, podo-
benka, obkresleni
opsany, obkresleny,
napodobeny, kopiro-
vany
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to copy

cord

cork
corkscrew
corner

opsati, obkresliti,
napodobiti
provazek, Snilira
korek, zatka, 3punt
vytahovak

roh, kout

corner ornament rohova ozdoba

corner pearl
corner cancel
corner house
corner stone
corn yellow
coronation

to correct
correct
rorrection

te correspond

correspondence

Costa Rica
couneil
counter

counterfeit
to counterfeit

to count
eount

countess
country
country name
country postal
service
country
government

rohova perli¢ka
rohové razitko
rohovy dim, rohik
zéakladni kimen
kukuficové Zluty
korunovani,
korunovace
opraviti

spravny, hezehybny
oprava, zlepseni
dopisovati, shodov-
ati, odpovidati
psani, dopisovéani,
shodovini,
korespondence
Kostarika

rada, porada
proti, oproti,
kramsky stil
padélek

padélati, falZovati,
napodobiti

pocitati, za to miti
poditani, séitni,
hrabé

hrabénka

zemé, venkov, vlast
jméno zemé
zemska poStovni
sprava

zemska vlada

country currency zemski ména

county
coupon
courier

cover
crack

to crack
cracked
crackly
crayon

cream
cream colored
crease

crease in gum
to create

okres, hrabstvi
kupén, tstfizek
vyslanee, kuryr,
rychlik

obalka, celina
trhlina, puklina
prasknouti
praskly, pukly
rozpraskany
barevna tuzka,
kreslici kiida
smetana

krémovy

zahyb, vrdsek, ucho
v knize

vrasek v klthu
stvoriti, zplsobiti,

credit

credit note
crescent

Crete
crimson
Croatia
crossed

to cross
crosshatch

crosshatched
background
crossing

to cross out

crosswise
crown
crowned
crumbly
Cuba

cue

curiosity

curl
currency

current
curve

curved
curved plate

custom

custom office

custom
declaration

custom tarif

customer

cut

to cut

cui in
cut off

cut out

cylinder

May 1963

ustanoviti

avér, vira,
vérohodnost
sménka, uvérni nota
srpek meésice,
rostouei

Kréta

karmazin, éervec
Chorvatsko
piekfizovany,
zkiizeny

prejiti, pFekiiziti
k¥iZovaté linkovani,
Srafovéni

k¥iZovaté linkovoné
pozadi

piekiizeni, kiiZen?,
kFiZovatka
vy&krtnouti,
preskrtnouti,
preikribnouti

pfes, napfFié
koruna
korunovany
drobeny, rozdrobeny
Kuba

napovéd, pokyn,
pokynuti
zvédavost,
zvladtnistka

kade¥, kudrlinka
papirovd meéna,
obéh, kurs

béZny, obihajici,
bern§

kfivka, kfivd &ara,
oblouk

ohnuty, preklenuty
ohnuta deska pro
rotacku

zvyk, clo

celni dfad

celni prohldSeni

celni sazba
zakaznik

¥ez, seknuti,
t¥iska, rytina
Fezati, stfihati,
ryti, ufiznouti
viiznuty, vseknuty
uFiznuty, ustithnuty,
useknuty
vyFiznuty, vyse-
knuty, vyst¥iZeny
valee, eylindr v
tiskdfském stroji
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Cyprus
Cyrenaica

damage

Dalmatia
damaged
dampen
dandy roll

Cypr
Cyrenejka,
Kyrenaika

D

Zkoda, ztrata,
pokozeni
Dalmacie
poskozeny
navlhéiti, udusiti
dratény valec

wire roller forvtiskujici prhsvitku
pressing wat- do papiru

ermark into

paper
dangerous
Danube
Dardanelles
dark
dark blue
dark brown
dark green
dark gray
dark lilac
dark slate
dark olive
dark violet
dark printing
dashed
data
date

dateless
day
daylight
dealer
death

death mask
deceased

decent
declaration
decompose
decree
deep
deepened
defect
defective

defective print
deferment

nebezpeény

Dunaj

Dardanely

tmavy, temny, tma
temné mo

temné hnédy
temné zeleny
temné Sedy
temné lilovy
temné k¥idlicovy
temné olivovy
temné fialovy
temny tisk
¢arkovany

data, udani
datum, datovati,
zaciti

bez datumu

den

denni svétlo, ve dne
obchodnik, kram4af
smrt, umrti
posmrtni maska
mrtvy, umrly,
zemfely

sludny, zdvoFily
prohlieni, uddni
rozlouéiti,
rozprodati
rozkaz, dekret,
vinos, ustanoveni
hluboky, plny,
tmavy, pronikavy,
hloubka
prohloubeny
chyba, vada,
nedostatek
vadn¥, chybny,
poruseny
chybotisk
odloZeni, odkazani

Czech
Czechoslovakia
Czech Union

defined
definitely
definition
definitive
deformation
defunct
delate
delete
delicate

to deliver

delivery

delivery charge
delivery service

to demonetize

to demonstrate
demonstrable
Denmark
denomination

dense
density
to deny

deputy
deputy acting
design
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CGech, &esky
CGeskoslovensko
Cesky svaz

uréeny, vyjadfeny,
ustanoveny

uréité, juste,
rozhodné

uréeni, ustanoveni,
rozhodnuti,
vyjadfeni

urdity, definitivni
zhyzdéni, znetvofeni
mrtvy, zemftely,
kaput

nésti, voziti
vySkrtnouti, vynech-
ati, pfeskrtnouti,
vymazati

jemny, néiny,
lahodny

dodati, odevzdati,
doruditi

dorudeni, dodani
piiplatek za dodani
doruéni sluiba
prohldsiti neplatné,
pozbylo platnosti
dokazati

dliikazné

Déansko

nazvani, uréeni, poz-
namenani, hodnota
husty§

hustota, hustnost
zaptriti, upirati,
odepfFiti

nameéstek

niadujici naméstek
kresba, mnavrh,
nikres, narys

design of stamp nidvrh na postovni

designation
destination
to destroy
destruction

detail
deterioration

znidmku
pojmenovani, uréeni,
poznamenini
uréeni, dojezd,
ustanoveni
zruditi, zni&iti,
zmaiiti

zrufeni, zniceni,
zihuba
podrobnost
tipadek, klesnuti,
ubyvani
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to determine

detriment

to the detriment
of P. O.

io the detriment
of co'lectors

devaluation

diagonal

d agonal bar

dia onal strip

diagrammatie

diameter

die

different

dif ficult
dilate

diluted

direct

to direct
directive
dirigible
disabled veteran
discarded
discernible
discolored

to djsmnt{nue

discount
discovery

disorder
disposition

to dissolve
distance

distant
distinct

distinction
distinguish
distorted
distribute to

ditribution

district

urciti, ukonéiti,
rozhodnouti
sitoda, ujma
ku Skodé posty
ku Skodé shérateld
pokles, ztrata ceny
pfiény

priéna zavora
pFiény pruh
narysovy, narysni
pramér

matice, S$tolek
rozdilny, rozliény,
jiny, lisici se
tézky, obtiZny
roztahnouti,
rozdiriti se
roziedény, zmirnény
pEimy, rovny
nafiditi, predepsati
nafizeni, predpis
vzducholod’, halon
Fizeny

vialeény invalida
zavrhnuty, bezeenny,
zamitnuty,
makulatura
rozeznatelny,
ZpozZorovany
zasmusily,

zménéni barvy
prestati, zastaviti,
prerusiti

srazka, diskonto
vynalez, odkryti,
objev

nepotriadek, zmatek,
vytrinost

nafizeni, tprava,
upotfebeni
rozpustiti, roztaviti
dalka, vzdilenost,
prostor

daleky, vzddleny
ziejmy, jasny,
zietelny

rozeznini, rozdil,
pifednost

rozeznati, poznati
skrouceny
rozdavati, rozesilati,
rozdélovati
rozdélovani, roz-
gifeni, rozdavani
okres, oblast

to divide

divided in
three
divided in four

dividing line
1}jibuti
document

documentary
stamp

dollar value

domestic

domestic letter

May 1958

rozdéliti, rhzniti,
oddéliti

rozdéleno ve t¥i,
tietina

rozdéleno ve &tyry,
étvrtina
rozdélovaci éara
Dzibuty

listina, doklad,
dokument

dikazni kolek,
listovni kolelk

cena v dolarech
domaci, pro domac-
nost, sluzka,
sluZebnik

vnit¥ni psani

domestic postagevnitini poStovné

Dominica Dominika
Dominican Dominikanska
Republic republika
dot teéka, puntik
dotted teckovany, flekovany
double dvoji, dvojity
double eagle dvojity orel
double overprint dvojity pFetisk
double print dvojity tisk
double circle dvojity kruh
double line dvojita Gara
double dvojité
perforation zoubkovani

double barred

douhle
impression

doubt

doubtful

dove

downward

drah

draft

1o draw

to drive

to drop
drop

drop of oil
dropped

dubious

dvojitou zaverou
dvojity tisk

pochybnost,
nejistota, obava
nejisty, pochybny
holubice, holubi¢ka
dolu, sklonény,
sklopeny, klonici se
temny, poSpinény,
poimourny

tah, poukéizka,
sménka, nikres,
plan, navrh
kresliti, tdhnouti,
navrhnouti, napsati
jezditi, raziti,
hnati, nutiti,
zatloukati
klesnouti, spadnouti,
kapati, opustiti
kapka, nduSnice
kapka oleje

klesly, poklesnuty,
padly, zanechany
nejisty, pochybny
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First Issue of Czechoslovak Air Mail Stamps
by Zdenék Kvasnicka

Proof of Overprint

Proof of Overprint from sheets

The late Eng. J. Sula, a well known collector, left a very interesting mon-
ograph on the first overprinted Airmail stamps of Czechoslovakia. The writ-
er expanded and corrected this monograph and is dedicating it to his friends
in the U. 8. A.

1920 was a year when most of Europe was neckdeep in experimenting
with airmail flizhts and Czechoslovakia joined these experiments. At this
time, there were no scheduled flights with a set timetable. Only occasional
and experimental flights carried some mail. Shortly after the signing of
agreements as to the movement of airmail abroad, the Czechoslovak Post-
office issued a set of temporary air stamps by overprinting the current issue.

The first printing of this issue comprised three imperforate values:

14 Ké. on 200 hal. ultramarine, overprint brown, issue 300,000
24 Ké. on 500 hal. red-brown, overprint blue, issue 300,000
28 K¢&. on 1000 hal. red-violet, overprint green, issue 300,000

First Air Mail ‘ssue imperforate



Page 73 May 1953

First Air Mail issue with inverted overprint

The second printing of 860,000 sets was issued on Sept. 14, 1920 in per-
forate state. Due to the high price, very few stamps of this issue were ac-
tually used—even the collectors failed to buy a supply, so on April 30, 1922,
they were demonetized and the greater part destroyed.

The face value of the stamp covered the cost of transporting 20 grams of
mail on the following flights:

Praha—Strasbourg o ——.__ 14 K&,
Praha—Paris ________________ 24 K&,
Praha—London — oo 28 Ké.
Praha—Warsaw _____..______ 24 K@,

Mail was also sent by these flights for other towns in France, England
and Poland or even farther, if there was an air connection. However, the
postal authorities did not guarantee a direct air delivery. If the letter was
received by the postoffice and there was no flight that day, the letter was
forwarded by the first and fastest train. The unusually high rates kept the
public from using airmail, so that during the time the first issue was valid,
only 31 flights with mail were made and only 400 or 500 letters were carried.
Thus the covers actually flown are very scarce. To aid the collector in veri-
fying whether his covers were flown or not, we append a list of individual
flights and the weight of mail carried.

To Strasbourg, Paris and London:

Oect, 5, 1920—126grs. Oct. 14, 1920—1921%grs.

Oct. 9, 1920—none Oct. 19, 1920—316 grs.
This plane made an emergency landing at Pforzheim, Germany.

Oct. 20, 1920—105 grs. Nov. 9, 1920—238 grs.

Oct. 23, 1920—415 grs. Nov. 19, 1920—none

Oct. 26, 1920—266 grs. Nov 20, 1920—1430 grs.

Oct. 80, 1920—253 grs. Nov. 25, 1920—241% grs.

Nov. 2, 1920—202 grs.
This plane made an emergency landing at Brod, Bavaria.
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Feb. 7, 1921—29 grs. Feb. 24, 1921—60 grs.
Feb. 19, 1921—none
This plane made an emergency landing at Zumjaus, Bavaria.

Feb, 26, 1921—T71% grs. Mar. 10, 1921—36 grs.

Mar. 3, 1921—18 grs. Mar., 12, 1921—90 grs.

Mar. 5, 1921—630 grs. Mar. 15, 1921—70 grs.

Mar. 8, 1921—b52 grs, Mar. 17, 1921—8b grs.
This plane made an emergency landing at Brod, Bavaria.

Mar. 19, 1921 —83% grs. Mar. 26, 1921—431% grs.

Mar. 22, 1921—56% grs. Mar. 29, 1921—114 grs.

Mar. 24, 1921—22 grs.
This plane made an emergency landing at Brod, Bavaria.

Mar. 30, 1921—none Mar. 31, 1921—908% grs.

Total weight of all mail flown was 6375.5 grams. Inasmuch as the or-
dinary letter weighs less than 20 grams, this would account for about four
or five hundred letters.

On April 1, 1921, the rates were lowered considerably, and the use of
airmail picked up almost immediately, 13 kilograms being flown on 16 flights
in April, as against 63% kgs. on 31 previous flights.

Directional label—Praha-Paris

The reduction was announced by the Ministry of Posts on March 27, 1921
in its official Gazette No. 15, as follows:

“On and after April 1, 1921, the postage for an air letter of 20 grs. he-
tween - Praha and Paris will be 3 Ké.

Praha and Strasbourg 1.50 Ké.

Praha and Warsaw 1.50 K¢,
Current postage stamps will be used for air postage until new stamps ars
issued.” At this time, the first issue of air stamps was practically obsolete
on account of their high face value.

Praha-Leti§té postoffice was opened April 1, 1921, for forwarding of
airmail and functioned until April 21, 1921, A rectangular hand stamp with
the text: LETECKA-POSTA—POSTE-ARIENNE was used after June 21,
1921.

Offcial airmail labels, with Czechoslovak-French text were issued for the
Praha-London, Praha-Strasbourg and Praha-Warsaw flights, They were print-
ed on white gummed paper, with text in red, frame in blue and were perfor-
ated. Later, there appeared stickers, probably privately printed, with text:
PAR AVION DE PRAGUE A BUCAREST. Others may appear on the stamps
of the first issue.

‘The current Hradéany stamps were used for the overprinting. Some of
these were from stocks on hand and some, composed of the 200 hal. and 500
hal. values, were printed specially. The original 100 stamp sheets have check
numerals at the bottom, which are missing from the specially printed sheets.
That these sheets were specially printed can be verified by inspection of
printers’ waste, shown in our illustration. Tt is a block of four of 500 hal.
value in the original color, gummed, over which is printed a 200 hal. value
without the check numerals. Both values vary in color shades from the or-
iginal printing. The paper used is white, greyish, yellowish, and, in the 1000
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hal. value, of rose-violet shade. The sheets were line perforated 13% and
comb perforated 133 x13%. The comb perforations are very rare and sel
for about double.

The design for the overprint, representing an airplane under which is the
value numeral between two propellors, was made at the suggestion of Dr.
Novdk. Overprinting was done at the Ceskid Grafickd Unie at Praha, by
bookprint, with photoengraved plates.

Printer’s waste of the 200 and 500h stamps prepared separately for this issue
(without control numbers at bottom)

Double Print

This issue is rich in errors, such as shifted, double and reversed prints
and prints on the back. There also exist a whole range of trial prints. Ov-
erprints on other Hraddany values exist. They are:

14 K¢. on 500 hal. overprint red brown.

14 Ké. on 1000 hal. overprint bronze brown

24 K&, 10, 20, 50, 200 hal. overprint black.

24 Ké on 50, 500 and 1000 hal. perforated, overprint black.

24 K¢. on 200 and 1000 hal. overprint dark-blue

28 K¢. on 20 hal. Type I and Type V perf. 113, overprint black

28 K¢&. on 200, 500, 1000 hal. overprint black

28 K& on 200 hal. overprint red-carmine, red-orange, brown-black, green-
black, dark-green, brown.

28 Ké. on 500 hal. overprint dark-green, dark-blue.

28 K& on 1000 hal. overprint dark-green, yellow-green.

Overprints were tried on various papers; ordinary white, card, chalky,
thin rose colored and others, besides printers waste. On the whole, this issue
presents very interesting material for collecting and study, making it collect-
or-wise very valuable.

The counterfeits on the market are mostly on stamps used much later.
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They can be easily recognized by the different shading of the airplane fuselage
and the wings of the plane. These were manufactured mostly for export, so
collectors are warned to have expertized all material offered to them.

A few interesting items—printer’s waste and proofs.

Mention this publication when answering ads. Thanks!
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WE OFFER IN

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Bundles of Hradéany ——— o each $1.00
4 Czecho World’s Fair 1939-40 - 175
Masaryk 1930 complete 2K to 10K mint . ______ 1.25
1986 issue Scott 218-226, mint . _________ .35
Stefanik 60h blue, mint _ . ___________ 1.50
1945 sheet Scott 2%2a, mint .96
1945-46 complete Scott 293-304, mint ____ _________ .50
SLOVAKIA

Scott 2-23 on 4 covers (expertized, the pride of

every collection __._._ —_ 23.25

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED?
WE CARRY ALL OTHER COUNTRIES

Alfons Stach

LENOX, MASS.




