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EDITORIAL

Vacation time is over, vet only very
few of usg enjoyed our vacation this
vear as we did before. Most of u® are
working longer days, more days ip
the week, with less time for recreation
and the ocutdoors. TUntil this war is
ended we cannot, we dare not relax.
Our prime object at the moment is
to do a’l in our power to help win
the war. We can do much, vet we
fail to see it as we should, To really
put our all into the effort, let us see
what the result would he if Uncle
Sam (Heaven forhid) should lose! We
grumble about our taxes now—ean
vou imagine what we'd pay Hitler
and Hirohito if we lost. We complain
because we are asked to save our
winney and get it back In ten vears;
it we lose, we'll get what Paddy shot
at and missed. We are asked to use the
car less, if we lose, you needn't worry
about the buggy; you'll not have it,
So, make up Your mind now, to do
vour share for yourself and vour
country.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

John Velek, 2228 Kimbhall Ave.,
cago, IIL

Major W. Reiner-Deutsch, Sn. .,
Lawson General Hospital, Atlanta, (ia.

R. L. Spofford, 2533 St. Louis Ave.,
Chicago, 11

J. Leo Chapman, Lt. Col. Inf, U. =
Army, Box 2155, Fort Benning, ua.

Dr. 8. Hoechstetter, 2810 University
Ave, Des Moines, Ia,

Chi-

Dr. L. Stolfa, Southern 1linois Tini-
versity, Carbondale, Il
A. N. Weiner, 5064 No. Kenmnore

Ave,, Chicago, 111

NEW MEMBER
No, 110, Miss Lydia Kubena, P.O.B.
176, East Bernard, Texas,

DO YOU KNOW?

Mr. Lowey is breaking up h's Mint
Col'ection of Czechoslovakia and sent
a copy of the catalog to every mem-
ber. There are indication: that n ¢
all members received their copy. If
¥ou are among these, write for your
copy today.

A LETTER FROM “DOWN UNDER"
Our member W, L. Russell, writes:
“You mght aiso mention in your next
issue that if any members of the Club,
or their sons, arrive in Melbourae
with the AF.F., my arms will be wide
open to greet them, and 1 shall feel
burt if they do not get in toucn wiln
me, and let me offer some hospitality.”
We hope our members who are lucky
enough to get over there avall them-
selves of this hearty invitation.

The article “A Modern Classic" writ-
ten by our member, Mr. John Velek,
appeared in the March, 1942, issue of
{0 S.0"A. Journal. We thank Mr. J.
Edw. Vining, president of the S.p .
for permission to reprint this article
and we also thank the S.P.A. for the
use of the cuts appearing in con-
nection with this article. In the near
future we shall reprint another article
fron the S.P.A. Journal dealing wiih
the “8. 0. 1920" issues written by an-
other member, Mr. Vincent Domanski,

Jr.
We hope our members ]'ke these
articles as much as we do.
F. J K.



A Modern Classic

By John Velek

Classic. .. .belonging to, or assoclat-
ed with, the fir-t, or highest class (1).

Although issued barely more than
twenty years ago, the first issue of
Czechoslovakia can be giouped with
the classics of phiately. Combining
the facts that they were the first
stamps of the republic, that they were
rather crudely printed, and that the
plate, cancelation and overprint var-
jeties were numerous, rank these
stams with the early United States
and other pioneer postal issues.

The 40 Haleru Stamp

Although some of the following
facts apply to the other values of the
first issue, we shall consider their
relationship to the 40 haleru stamp
only because that denomination is the
subject of this article.

When the Republic of Czechoslo-
vakia was declared on Oet. 28, 1818,
one of the first assignments of the
Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs was
to issue postage stamps. It was par-
ticularly anxious to attend to thi:
duty not only to supply the country’'s
postal needs, but also to announce Lo
the world that a new republic, o.
which the Czechoslovakian people
were =0 proud, had been formed.

The 40h stamp was issued on Jan,
23, 1919, and was legal postage, until
April 20, 1920, Of this denomination,
16,960,000 copies were produced. They
were printed by the Graphic Union of
Praha which had never bhefore en-
gaged in the manufacture of postage
stamps, but which had been Praha's
most extensive printers of books and
pamphlets., A typographic process was
used and the resulting stamps were
masterpleces of the typographic art.
Although non-uniform inks, and care-
less handling by workmen often caus-
ed rather crude impressions. :

Two plates were used to print the
40h stamp. They were made of zinc
and were fastened to a wood block
backing with small nails and screws.
Due to the nature of the typographic
plates, the impresslons show much
wear in their later stages. Each plate
consisted of one hundred stamps ar-
ranged ten hy ten. Proof exists that
four plates were laid in the Drinting

(1) Wiebster,

bed at once, different denominations
and even different colors being print-
ed on one large sheet, and later cut
into panes of one hundred each,
Although I know of no example
in the 40h stamp, vertical and howi-
zontal gutter pairs exist of several
other denominations of this issue,

The Design

Alfons Mucha, greatest Czech artist
of that period, was chosen to draw
the design which required nutr one
day to execute. As the central motif
he used the Hradecany, medieval castle
of former Bohemian kings, with the
towers of the Cathedral of St. Vitus
in the background. The word ‘Posta’
is in the topmost panel, and the word:
‘Cesko” and ‘Slovensko' read wvert-
cally, The linden leaves on the upper
corners are symbolic of the Czecha-
Slovak states, and the hearts on either
aide of the value shield stand for the
Czech ‘ove of peace. Many collectors
consider the bhirds in the lower cov-
ners doves of peace; Mr. Lowey, in
his article in the American Philuteli
guotes Mip, Mucha as saving they ave
roosters and “they express and pro-
nounce the cominz of ~a new dav —
the hope for a glorious future of our
nation.” (1) We are viewing the Hrad-
cany from the east, and yet the de-
sign shows a rising sun over the roof
tops! Mr. Mucha was aware of the
error., but he wanted =0 much ta
stress the dawn of a new day for the.
("zech people that he ignored the
obvious geographieal incongruity, Nev-
ertheless this feature was much crit-
icized, and when the design was re-
drawn for a later issue, the sun was
left out.

Proof and Printers Waste

Proofs exist in black on white paper.
Ordinarily they are sharp impressions
and allow detailed study of the early
state of the plate. One of the most
interesting features in collecting this
issue 1is the profusion of printers
waste material consisting of multiple
prints, of which some may be invert-
ed, or combined with other stamps
of this period, including postage dues,
Much of this waste got into circula-
tion through printing plant employees

(1) Am. Phil. vol 52, #86.



wh  hud

collector friends.
a more important source was a high

However,

aniing officia and president of the
Czecho lovakian Philatelic Saociety,
whe had many varieti- s made to ordes

for members o the socviety. It his
heen rep rted that more than five
thousand full sheets came into the

pessession of collectors this way.

A prominent Chicago collector to'd
ime that in the early twenties he had
them in large blocks and used them
as labeis on the back of private cor-
r-gpondence.  In more recent times
they have becoms quite scarce on tis
aide of the Atlantic, but since the he-
sinning of the present war. refugees

have hrought a great deal of this
materia® into the country.
Oddly enough, printers’ waste is

rather searce in the 40h denomination,
I have in my collectirn, and have seen
tlsewhere, only the following: doubls
mmpression in brick red on medium
Lirownish paper; the same with the
impre=sion chifted four mil imeters t
the _rvight: guadruple impression og
hrown paper; the d-uble impression
combined with the 100h postage due
(Fig. 1); and the double impression
combined with the 1000h violet postc
age due,

Paper and Gum

The papir used for the 40h Hrad-
eany stamp is of the wowve type. Due

to shortage and uncertain sources of

supply, the quality of the paper is
not uniform. It varies from very thin
white paper to medium ana thick
vellowish paper.

On the early printings, the gum wils
vellow and applied quite thick, but
gradually the quality improved until
the last printin:s had very white gu .
thinly app'ied.

Shades

The normal color of the 40h stamp
is usually referred to as brick rod.
Because of insufficient time to com-
pare new lots of ink, and the general
rush connected with the printing of
the:e adhesives, the colors vary con-
siderably from the original shade,
Most of the shades are caused by an
over-inked plate or a dry one. In spit®
of this, brownish-orange, bright or-
ange, and an orange-red all seem L.
ke natural variations of the original
colur of the ink. The last shade men-
tioned seems to he quite scarce.

Perforations

The 40h was originally is-
sued imperforate only. Thoze who
used stamps extensively found that
cutting them apart was too slow;
consequently, they received permission
from thg. postmaster-general to per-
forate the stamps privately, Some of
the other denominations were perfoc-
ated officially by the Graphie Union.
There has heen considerab’s contro-
versy over which perforations are of-
ficial and which are private. Scott's
catalogue has alternately admitt
and omitted the 40h from their listin:
since it was issued; at present, 1842,
it is listed, but not priced. Most au-
thorities agree that the 40h was issued
only imperforate, but was privately
nerforated and officially accepted for
postage, therefore making it a eol-
lectible variety. Two types of perfor-
atlons exist, the llne and the comb,
In the line perforation machine, the
prongs are arranged in vertical and
horizontal rows., and are applied in
senpdrate operativns. In the comb per-
foration mashine, the prongs are avr-
ranged so that the perforations ave
applied in single horizontal rows, and
at the same time the vertical perfor-
ations are applied to the height of one
stamp. The easiest way to distinguish
the two types is to study them in a
block; the comb perforations mesh
perfectly where they cross,

The 40h is line perforated 1116 and
183, and comb perforated 133 by
1315, I have a copy perforated 133 by
1314, signed by Professor Gilbert, one
of the greatest authorities on these
atamps. Does this signature mean that
the perforation is official, or does it
only =ignify that the stamps were
perforated at the time they were in
use? I think the "atter is correct. Per-
forated eopies us~d are much searce:

stamp



So far I
a town ecancelation from Prachatgic:

than those mint. have seen

(11%) and a Chicago specialist re-
ports  Ceske Budejovice (1114) and,
Liberec (1833). T would like to hear

from collectors having others. A few
stamps were separated by the roulette
method without the consent of the
postmaster-general, These have beén
reported from the Praha 17 office, and
that of Liprick and Becvou. I also
have a roulette copy canceled Ausch-
avitz,
Specimens

On Jan. 13, 1919, the 40h stamp was
overprinted ‘Vzorec' (Bpecimen) for
presentation to the Universal Postal
Congress which met at Madrid, Spain,
Oct. 1, 1920. The overprint was select-
ed from twenty types submitted, and
three plates of one hundred subjects
each were made. Originally five sheets
of one hundred stamps were oOver-
printed, all imperforate; one was for
the postal museam, and the rest for
the postal union. In 1220 many more
sheets were overprinted at the request
of the Czechoslovakian Philatelie Club
of Praha, and sold to its members.
These were both perforate and im-
perforate. I have Vzorec overprints in
the following states: imperforate with
dull and glossy black overprints; per-
forate 114 (Fig. 2) and perforate 133.
Inverted overprints exist, probably in-
tentional. Plate wvarieties also exist,
mostly econsisting of broken letters.
Numbers cverprinted are not known.
(1)

Marginal Markings

Each sheet has control numhers on

the bottom sheet margin giving the

(1Y Much of this information is
taken from an article by Jaroslav
Leseitcky in the Filatelesticka Revue,
Volume 3, numbers 1 to 4.

accumulat d face va'ue of the stamps
under each vertical row beginning at
the left. Plate 1 ¢an he identified by
the flut touped decimal point in the
control number 40;—., Plate Il has n»
distinguishing marks except the plato
varieties In the stamps themselves.

(rride dots (Fig. 3) in the margins
were put there for the purpose of
helping the workmen to Center tho
sheet when it was being perforated.
Positions in the margin vary: in
Plate | they are oppogite stamps
Nos. 71 and 80; in Plite Il they are
opposite stamps Nos. 40 and 51.

Curved lines (Fig. 3) in the margin
wereg caused by nalls and  scréews
used to hold the plates to the wooden
blocks on which they were fastened.
Due to faulty workmanship, or loosen-
ing by eonstant use, these naills some-
times projected above the surface of
the plate and made un impression on
the sheet. From time to time they
were driven back into place, thus ac-
counting for the fact that they dis-
appear and reappear at various stages
of the plate.

Plate Varieties
One of the most interesting phases
of study of the 40h stamp is th>
wealth of plate wvarieties. Mot onty

are there many, but they are plaln y
visihle to the naked eyve—there is no
need to invest in microscopes or pow-
erful searchlights as some issues re-
quire.

I will list all the important varieties
of both plates. Because many would
require enlargement, only the major
varieties are heing illustrated.

Plate |
Position 3—Toint on upper right
corner. Later stages show increasingly
large white spot in the roof below the
spire,



Pcsition 8—Three dots above the
two right towers.

Position 10—White spots in base
Felow right bushes, and bhelow K in
Slovenska.

Position 11—(Colored blot in lower

left corner,

Position 12--Bush joins arch.

Position 13—Dot on enclosed part of
4 of 40,

Position 14—Break in frameline to
the left of Posta.

Position 17—Line jcins 8 of Cesko
to frame,

Position 18—
framae.

Position 20—White dot in base he-
low left bush.

Position 21—Large colored dut in
upper left corner,

Position 24—Colored dot near
arch.

Position 25—Small ring in left side
of value shield (Fig. 4).

Position 27—Break in frame over A
of Posta.

Position 20—Three small dots around
right tower,

Position 30—Dot above each of the
towers at right.

Position 33—Colored dot
part of value shield.

Position 34—Dot below P of posta

in upper . p
Posititn.}

of (Cesko extends to

left

in upper

TDoI* above center spire

Posrhon 37—Line Jjoins A of Po&-ta
to frame,

Position '40—Large dot on center
spire, known as the ‘flag' wvarlety
1Fig. 4).

Position 41—White dot over T of
Posta; colored dot in upper part of
right bush.

Position 42—Colored dot beyond up-
per left corner,

Position 43—Short white line over
left bush, .

Position 47—Many small colored dots

first of richt towers,

dhove
Position 42—0One large and two sma'l

dotz above right towers,

Position 49—Small colored dots in
margin ncar left frame,

~osition 50—Break in top
shield.

Position 53 —Break in K of Cesko.

Position 56—RBush extends into base
panel (Fig, 4).

Position 59—Dot below A of Posta.

Position 62—DBreaks in left arch.

of value

Pos'tion 63—Breaks in upper left
corner, and over L. of 8lovenska,
Later stases show broken corner
wearing away.

Position 70—Break in lower left
frame line: small colored dot in © of
Posta.

Position 72—Culored dot in left bush,

Position 78—Point in upper left cor-
ner,

Position 73—Break over E of Slo-
venska. This variety is very confusing
since there a'e three other similar
varieties in different positions. Num-
ber 79 is a very short break.

Position 82 —Pcint on upper right
branch of large bush.

Position 83 —Arrow extends from
upper left corner. Later stages show
arrow almost worn away.

Position 84—Breaks . in- «_,g‘r_z_a.m
A of Posta: white. dqt,’ig
base panel, oSO

Position 85—Break over 0 of Pnsta,.

Position 86—Two breaks in left
trame, one above E, the .othér’about
one-eighth inch lower.

Position 87—Colored dot on
edge of 4 of 40.

Position 88 Short line in margin
just outside left frame line,

Position 89—0 of 40 joins shield line
(Fig. 4).

Position 91—Fork extends from up-
per right spiral (Fig. 4); dot on top
of wvalue shield.

left






