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FROM THE EDITOR

As in the past, the Specialist will
not appear during the months ol
July and Auguast, It is our intention
1o make up for it in contents and
quality in the remaining months of
the year.

The September issue will contain
an article on the essays and designs
of Czechosolvak stamps from the pen
of our genial secretary, Mr. Lowey.
We are promiszed two or three other
articles from wvarious authors; If all
zoes well, the Specialist shall have
enough good material to last a long
time.

We are sorry to have made an er-
ror in copying names. Our member
#61 s named Wm. Bruce Bryant.

Glad you called our attention to this,

Mr. Bryant,

No questions to our question box

reached us as yet. but our treasurer
has a wvery good suggestion. In the
foreign language press mav appear

articles on (Czechoslovak stamps that
are of great interest and importance.
'Some member may  translat= this
(with permission of author or publi-
cation, of course); thiz would then
be sent to members who are spectal-
ists in the particular issue dea't with
and these wonld leave the article in-
tact but could present their views or
criticiams as a postscript to the
article. If no comments are necessary,
then it means our specialists agree
with the author. We have received
assurances from some of our members
to pasz on such translations: due
credit being given all co-operators.

This would give us a cross-section
wof opinion; the translator would be
responsible for the translation only.

We had several inquiries about the
authorship of the article “I am =&
specialist”, Two of the members
recognized your editor as the author;
one member asked: “who to!d you
about me?”’ In this short story we
‘tried to point out some of the hard-
ships of specialization in the stamps
of Czechoslovakia, If we succeeded
in showing some of the common ev-
rors in specialization, our work was
crowned with success.

F. J. K.

WE LOSE OUR PRESIDENT

With much regret it must be an-
nounced that the society temporarily

loges another of its key members—
‘n the person of our President, Dr.
Reiner-Deutsch. The Doctor took

leave during the last meeting of the
New York Chapter since he is beinz
called into military service, holding
the rank of major. At this moment
his place of station is n t known but
we will be able to announce his
permanent address in the next issue.

The society owes much to the
Doctor and it is our duty at this time
to pay tribue to his splendid wo -k
in helping build up our organization.
Especially the New York members
and all those who have worked with
him will miss him for he wa= a kind
and cheerful personality and has an
easy way to make instant friends.

Well, —lots of luck, Doctor and
needless to emphasize that we will
be glad to hear from wvou often.



JUNIOR UNIT

Realizing the necessity for the or-
zanization of a Junior Unit within
our society initial steps for the creu-
tion of such have been taken and it
is hoped that this new section will
appreciably grow in the near future.
Mr., Lowey has volunteered to serve
#8 temporary Chairman of the Junior
unit until such time when a perman-
ent chairman will he appointed. The
secretary would like to hear from
those members who would bhe inter-
ested to take over these duties in
order that our juniors have a sym-
pathetic and educational guidance,

The Rules Committee has formu-
lated the following rules pertaining
to Juniors:

Any Junior who is a collector or
apecialist of the stamps of Czecho-
slovakia or who wishes to form a
¢ollection and who is not over 21
vears of age is eligible for member-
ship.

Juniors enijoy all the privileges of
adult members, such as receipt of
the Specialist, access to our library,
permission to attend meetings and
conventions, space in the Specialist
for discussion of their problems, ete.

They are, however, not permitted
to vote or take part in the election
of officers of the society, Tikewise,
‘they can not participate in the sales
and exchange department. In order
Lo enjoy this privi'ege they must suh-
mit to the secretary of the society a
statement signed by their father or
=spardian who will permit them tn
=ell, buy and exchange stamps through
the department. The statement must
mrecisely contain the guarantee that
posgible lovses sustained by the Ex-
change and Sales Department or in-
dividual members in deals with Jun-
iors will be compensated in full tn
the society by the signee.

NEW YORK CHAPTER

The chapter has held its last month-
ly meeting of the season and will
again resume its activities in Sep-
tember. In summing up it ecan be
gald that it was a fine idea to hold
the meetings in the office of Alfons
Stach and has proven advantageous.
The exceptions regardine possibla at-
tendance figures were fully realized.
Members who previously had attend-
ed only now and then put in their
appearance regularly. Tt is a definite
fact that most memhers regret that
the gatherings will now for some time
be interrupted but the coming of hot

summer days leaves no other choice,

Special thanks should be express-
ed to Alfons Stach for having en-
abled us to make use of his facilities.

Sveryone has felt at home in an
atmosphere which hardly could be
duplicated in the usual meeting

places. Afons Stacch is one of those
rare fellows who, in spite of a large
Lusiness and much personal preoc-
cupation has remained a philatelist
himself. He likes to be among ral-
‘ectors, to discuss problems and to
oive unselfish advice to anyone who
will ask for it. As top notch expert
nf the stamps of Czechoslovakia his
aid and advice has been invaluahle
to many of us. More power to you,
Alfons!

SALES AND EXCHANGE DEPT.

With the hopes that some of ou:s
members will read this page, I want
10 remind the participants in the ex-
change to obey the rules and regula-
tions whirh accompany each elreuit.
De not keep the books too long, al-
ways remember that others are wait-
ire for them. The strange part s,
that those who Kkeep the books for
raveral weeks are those who take out
the least. So please speed up the
circulation,

Another thing: when sending the
cirenit to  the next member make
sure to wrap the books well, use
zood wrapping paper to make a neat
package and nse strine to tie it. And
don't forget to have insurance on
the package. A short time ago one
of our circuits got lost in the mails,
The recipient onlyv received the oute-
without

envelope anv  hooks in it
Fortunately the TPost Office Dept.
recovered the hooks intact without

any loss at all. This shows how im-
rortant it {s to have the cireuit in-
sured when sending it to the next
member and also how important it
is to have it properlv wrapped and
tied with string. 1 think it was Ssent
in one of those patent envelopes and
the hook'ets fell out. So please:
evervone, remember this, each mem-
ber is responsible for the hooklets as
long as he keeps them and up to the
time he receives the insurance re-
ceipt from the nost office.

Starting in May T will take out of
each hook, after it has been retired
from service, 1% of its original valu~
for an insurance fund. Should a book
be sold out, then it will be taken out
in cash, the minimum in each ease
will be Gc per hooklet,

Wolfgang Fritzsche,



Sudeten Surcharges and Overprints
by J. W. Lowey

remembered that during

It will be

the Czechoslovak-German Crisis in
‘the Fall of 1%38 there appeared in
this country several Czechoslovar

stamps which were surcharged with
large numerals. Available stocks wele
quickly gobbled up by American col-
lectors, regardless of prices asked.
Some of those who at that time, oo
subsequently, acquired these stamps
have probably by now realized that
they were handed a “Gold Brick” and
have again, as on previous occasions,
found out that Barnum was right.
To me certain facts in regard to
the exact status of the issue was
known when they appeared, though
my evidence waz not sufficiently
complete to give a timely warning,
However now, after several years,
T am in a position to give the back-
wround and circumstances which will
c¢'arify this chaper conclusively.
Some time ago one of my friends
acquired, in an auction sale, a spec-
inlized collectitn of Sudeten issues
which also contained literature and
official bulletins and proclamations
pertaining to it. By chrono'ogieally
piecing together the material, 1 have
nbtained the following account.
Between September 21st and Octo-
ber 1, 1938, certaln sections of the
Sudeten territory had been partly or
entirely abandoned by Czechoslovak
military and ecivil authorities, as for
instance, in the towns of Asch, Eger
and Rumberg, since the overwhelm-
ing German majority had hegun a
syetematic murder and destruction of
Czechoslovak officials, citizens and
institutions. During these days of

evacuation {(actual occupation by
German military and civil authorities
took place muech later) the German

(Henlein) Sudeten Party had foreed
itself into power, installing its own
postal personnel.

In most of the communities the
Czechoslovak postal employees had,

upon leaving their posts, also taken
along stocks of stamps, cancelling de-
vices, and all other postal matter.
This is proven by the fact that large
quantities of meils of this period
show instead of stamps or postmarks,

inscriptions by hand or rubber can-
cellations reading “Franko” or “Bar
Bezahlt” and wvarious slogans, most

of them containing the Swastika.

This system prevailed until postal
service was taken over by post office
officiale of the German Government.
From that day on all mails have bheen
franked with German stamps and post-
marks,

In certain places where Czecho-
slovak officials had to flee for their
lives, stocks of stamps had to he left
behind.

Since the start of the crisis deliv-
ery of mails from certain sections of
the Sudeten territory to other parts
of Czechoslovakia had either subsid-

ed or entirely ceased. On the gther
hand, communications with the @Ger-
man Reich had wvastly increased. It
now became necessary to issue cer-
tain denominations which were not

available, as for instance, the K 1.20
value, needed for f{ranking of post
cards, Therefore these denominations
had to be “created.” TIn Asch and
Fumherg, just to mention two ex-



amples, all regular, airmail, news-
paper and Postage Due stamps were
surcharged or overprinted.

Herman E. Seiger, world renowned
terman philatelic authority has this
to say in his article "“Rin Neues
Markenland—8Sudeten-land’ in the De-
cember, 1938 issue of “Der Deutsche
Sammler”:

“The motives behind the issuance
of these stamps were various ones.
Admittedly a necessity existed {for
additional values, hence the surcharg-
es, The overprints, such as 'Wir sind
Frei' ‘Tag der Befreiung' and many,
many others are the experssions of
elation over the liberation of Ger-
mans. It should, however, be em-
phasized that these overprints were
suggested by stamp collectors, As in-
teresting as Llhese stamps may be in
the light of events, it should never-
theless be made clear at the outset
that they are only local issues, They
were to serve until the post offices
iof the new territory would be taken
over by German officials. By no
stretch of imagination are they stamps
of the Third Reich. They were not
issued by the Reich post, not even
sanctivned, It is my personal belief
that our authorities, were they to
have an inkling of the contemplated
issuance, they would have nipped the
idea beforehand.”

Sieger is upheld and corroborated
in the official Bulletin of the German
Reichspost Ministry which States:

“The stamps issued in the Sudeten
territory, consisting of surchargesand
overprints in hetween the evacuation
of Czechoslovak Authorities and tak-
ing over bv German Officials are of
purely local character and are not to
he taken as issues of the Relch”

The announcement printed on post-
ers of the German Sudeten Party and
displayed in post offices and public
buildings within the Sudetenland reads
as follows, translated:

Announcement
It iz hereby made known that out-
side of warious Czechoslovak stamps
at present in circulation the follow-

ing Provisionals surcharged in black,
green or red were issued by the Post
Offices Asch, Eger and Rumberg,

50h on 25h*

Ke 120 on 10h*

Ke 120 on 20h#*

Ke 1.20 on 50h*

Ke 1.20 on Kc 1.00%

and that their use on mails is hereby
authorized.

Seal of the Sudeten Party.
Two signatures
(illegible)
* BScott numbers (reading down)

156, 153, 154, 227, 212.

As to whether these stamps should
be placed in collections, I should suy
that specia’ists of German issues
should do so. However, Czechoslovak
specialists will avoeid them for rea-
sonsg of fact and sentiment, Regarding
the wvalue or “future” of these ad-
hesives T can wvoice no definite ad-
vice though 1 ean point to their basie

value and an allowance of a fair
profit for the seler. Under no cir-
cumstances are they worth even a
fraction of what they were offered
at to collectors,

* Permission for reprint, courtesy

H. Lindgui-t, as published in
1942,

of Mr.
Stamps, April 4,
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