eHe CZECHOSLOUAR

SPECIALIST |,

OLEICIAL MONTILY DUBLIATION OF THE Il

THE CZECHO-SLOVAK PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA

Co_yright 1942,

EDITORIAL

I am well aware of the tact that the
Specialist is the most important itemn
which the society can offer to mem-
bers and that the publication is of
absolute necessity to all but especially
to our out of town members,

For this reason the society has in
the past seen tp it that the Specialist
i5 edited by such members who are
well qualified for the job.

1 believe to be fairly accurate when
I state that our first editor, Mr. Raper,
was a4 very capable man. Unfortun-
ately private circumstances prevent-
ed him from ho'ding his post for long.

His successor, Mr. Kreischer. made
aplendid use of his opportunities and
Hiis 1esignation, due to circumstances
of war, was regretted by all but es-
peeially by those who had the plea-
sure of his personal acquaintance and
those who collaborated with him in
editing this magazine.

Today we have to announce that
our present EHditor, Mr. Horechny, is
compelled to resign though he held
the post only for a short time, Just
as in Mr. Krelscher's case, he too, is
forced to take the step due to being
engaged in war production.

As his successor and our fourth
editer, we introduce Mr. Frank Ko-
varik of Chicago. We have known
Frank for a number of years, quité
some time before our society came
into heing and we would like to tell
vou something about his qualifica-
tions. ©On the other hand we know
thet he does not seek publicity nor
praise and we therefore will adhere
to ethies. Nevertheless we can say
this; Frank has specialized in the
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stamps of Czechoslovakia sinte its
first issue ecame out in 1918, 1t follows
that he knows a deal about them, 1
am also deflinite about another thing
and that is—in him we have found a
man who will be on his post for guite
some time to come,
J. W. Lowey

NEW MEMBERS

We extend a sincere welcome to:
#101—LCarl J. Schroeder, 732 So. Faie-
view Ave.,, Appleton, Wis,
#102—Richardson L. Spofford, Morris
Hall E 32, Harvard Business
School, Soldiers Field Sta.,
Boston, Mass.

NEW CZECHOSLOVAKIA CATALOG

We  have just received several
copies of the 1842 catalogue which
lists Czechoslovakia, Eastern Silesia,
Siberia, Carpatho-Ukraine, Bohemia-
Mouravia and Slovakia and which has
been compiled by Mr. Kessler. The
Price for this handsome copy is $1.00.
Mr. Kessler is making the kind offer
Lo send a copy free of charge to those
members who can not afford to pay
the price. Those who wish to take
advantage of this generous offer will
send their request to Mr. Arthur I.
Kessler, 601 bth Avenue, New York,
N. Y. Needless to mention that Mr.
Kessler {8 an old member of our soc-
iety and has through his full page
advertisements over a period of
months generously supported our or-
panization.



SALES AND EXCHANGE DEPT.

Manager: Wolfgang Fritzsche
P.0.B. 175, Valley Stream, N. Y.

Circuits Nos. 8 and 9 have been re-
tired recently f{rom circulation. Sales
were very satisfactory. Out of $107.66
of No. 8 $563.10 were realized and out
of $87.66 of circuit No. 9 $45.97 were
sold, showing a gales percentage of
44 .39 and 5249% respectively.

Une of the circuit members resorted
to a very cheap trick by taking from
a book a very good copy of U 8, No,
327 (Louisiana Purchase lUec used)
and replacing it with a poor specimen,
this beingz a crumpled copy and one
missing corner having been repaired,

It is the first time such a thing has
happened. In order to prevent such
occurrences I propose the creation of
some sort of insurance fund. We could,
for example, take from each book, one
per cent in stamps for this purpose,
T would hold these stamps and when
someone is to he compensated for loss
I would submit to him taken out
copies so that he can select sSome-
thing to make up for his loss.

If no claims should be filed with
me for a certain length of time the
stamps taken out for the insurance
fund would hecome property of the
goclety and sold at one of our cim-
ventions for the benefit of our trea-

sury.
‘What is vour opinion about this
plan? Members of the circuit are

asked to send me a card and state
their views, and if possible, make ad-
ditional suggestions.

Wolfgang Fritzsche

Our treasurer, Mr. Greenawalt, who
is an official of the U. 8. Patent Of-
fice in Washington, has been trans-
ferred with his Department to Rich-
mond, Va. ITis new address can he
found in the membership list publish-
ed in this issue.

With this issue members will
their cards for

find
1942 unless such were

sent to them previously by the secre-
tary.

Buv War Bonds & Stamps!

THE HRADCANY ISSUES
by Frank Kovarik

To the people of the Czechoslovak
Republic, the word Hradecany means
more than an implication that that is
the seat of their government; it means
liberty, equality and the chance to
live their own lives in the pursuit of
happiness, in adoring God in their
own way and in exercising the pre-
rugatives of a free and independent
people. It is no wonder then that when
Alfons Mucha was approached by a
committee consisting of postal of-
ficials and philatelists of Prague just
a few days before the hloudless revol-
ution which ended the three hundred
yvear domination of the Czechs and
Moravians by the Hapsburgs and the
almost one thousand year servitude
of the Slovaks under the Magydrs
(Hungarians), that the renowned art-
ist chose the Hradcany as the design
for the first postage stamps of the
country. The Hradcany consist of the
National Palace and the Cathedral of
St. Vitus and dominate the city of
Prague. To fully exemplify the re-
gained liberty of an oppressed people,
the artist considered it proper to place
a sun and its rays behind the chhrci,
but this symbolical description was
not understood by some critics who
asserted that astronomically this was
incorrect and later drawings show the
rays only.

Czechoslovakia proeclaimed its in-
dependence on October 28th, 1918 when
Mr. Mucha was not yet ready with
his designs. He was forced to com-
plete his work in a hurry and the de-
sign, according to his own statement,
wag finished over night and rushed to
the {zech Graphic Union of Prague,
a printing establishment which did
creditable work of printing, but was
not prepared to cope with an order
such as this, [t was imperative that
stamps appear, stamps which ecan an-
n:unee to the world a re-bhirth of a
nation. The officials of the Unie (as
the Czech Graphic Union is generally
known) used zinc plates, a cheap and
fast process of printing commonly
known as book printing, and consid-
ering everything, performed a fair
job. The speed, the process, the new-
ness of the work hy an establishment
not outfitted for work such as this is
the reason for so many plate and
printing  varieties which make a hig

(Continued on Fifth Page)



Membership List

OFFICERS

President .. ........... R Dr. Wm. Reiner-Deutsch

Vive President ................. vies. Fred W, Peters

Secretary ............... peeerieera... de W, Lowey

TreaBUrBr ... iiiiaisensasi PR ST Guy Greenawalt

Editor of Specialist ................. Frank Kovarik

Librarian .. ............c.c..cov-... Mrs. Mildred Glawe

Chairman of Judiciary Board ....... W. G. Slocum; Associates—Alfons
Stach, Frank Stern and J. W. Lowey

Chairman of Rules Committee ,..... Frank Kovarik; Associates — John
Velek and A. J. Hrivnak

Trustees .............. e vee+.... George F. Smyth, Rudolph Secky and

L. M. Horechny
Manager Sales & Exchange Dept. .. Wolfgang Fritzsche

MEMBERS

**_denotes Patron Member

*—denotes Associate Member

*1. J. W. Lowey, 201 Marcy Place, Bronx, N. Y.
4. Guy Greenawalt, 4506 Monument Ave, Richmond, Va.
**5, Jrank Kovarik, 2502 So. Kedzie Ave,, Chicago, I1L
6. George F. Smyth, 945 Main St., Bridgeport, Conn.
7 . R, Merryman, 505 5th Ave,, New York, N. Y.
Dr. O. R. Pozdena, 6305 Woodside Ave., Woodside, N. Y.
*4. A, J. Hrivnak, 174 Addison Rd., Riverside, Il1.
1. Mrs. Antoinetia Vedra, 615 N. Lincoln Ave., Bay City, Mich.
11. John Velek, 2606 Leland Ave., Chicago, 111
14. Dr. 8. Hoechstetter, 1434 48th St., Des Moines, lown
15. H. H. Smith, 328 So0. Main St, Findlay, Ohio
14. Nicholas A, Bogdan, 464 Genesee St., Trenton, N, J.
17. C. J. Pearce, 2843 N. W, 13th St., Oklahoma City, Okla.
18. Mrs. Mildred Glawe, 9640 8, Seeley Ave., Chicago, 11,
20. [I'eter IKreischer, (616 2. Marshfield Ave., Chicago, 1L
22, Fred W. Peters, 5000 Warwick Ave. Chicago, 11l
#23. Alfons Stach, %% Nassau Street, New York, N. Y.
24, Michael Zemany, Jr., 2235 N. Benson Rd. Fairfield, Conn.
25. Dr. Julius L. Pearl, 23 Chestnut 3t., Audubon, N. J.
6. Wolfgang Fritzsche, IP.O.B. 175, Valley Stream, N. Y.
7. Dr. Wm. Reiner-Deutsch, 41-31 77th 8t., Jucksun Heights, N. ¥
8. Dr. W. It. Jaffrey, 64 Hughson St., Hamilton, Ont, Canada
29, W. G. Slocum, Room 1561, 32 6th Ave., New York, N. Y.
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38. Ralph Ritzman, M. D. § Dowter Pl, Aurora, i1l
34. L. M. Horechny, 85 Valley St., Newark, N. J.
35. Mrs. Wm. W. Dickinson, 2006 Reid Ave., Bluefield, West Va.
40. F. O. Voticky, 1487 2nd Ave., New York, N. Y.
42. W. L. Russell, 13 Park Crescent, Moonee Ponds, Victoria, Australia
44. Gustav Kopta, 1636 Woodview Ave., Lincoln, Nebr.
456. Mrs. G. R. Skopecek, Box 232, Colfax, Calif.
46. Vincent Domanski, Jr., 4545 N. Carlisle St., Philadelphia, Pa.
47. Arthur 1. Kessler, 561 bth Ave., New York, N. Y.
49. Emil Rurger, 126 W. 449th St, New York, N. Y.
¥*50. Rudolph Novy, 1.0.B. 43, East Pittsburgh, Pa.
51. Rudolph Zoudlik, 24-21 Steinway St., Astoria, N. Y.
52. Rudolph Secky, 13-30 1456th P’lace, Malba Heights, N. Y.
53. Clayton 1. Brown, 25 Hampden St., West Springfield, Mass.
94. Frank =tern, 7017 34th Ave. Jackson Heighus, N. Y.
55. Felix Brunner, 175-06 Devonshire Hd. Jamaica, N. Y.
56. Ernest Berka, 5304 Woodlawn St., Chicago, Il
60. John ¥, Stromberg, 2750 Bona St, Oakland, Calif,
*61. W. C. Bryant, 1661 Spruce St, South Pasadena, Calif.
62, Harry A. Hollman, 25-75 38rd St., Astoria, N, Y.
63. Gyula Bergl, 536 W, 113th St, New York, N. Y.
64. Bert Zenaty, 76 Kelvin St., Forest Hills, N. Y.
65. .Adolph Kulisek, 44-06 25th Ave, Astoria, N. ¥,
67. Private IEmil J. Michaelson, Company B, Barracks 2, 1229 Receptiun
Center, Fort Dix, N. J.
71. John Knollmueller, 1856 lLake St, Salt Lake City, Utah
72. Theodore J. Vavrinek, 160-21 73rd Ave, Flushing, N. Y.
73. Wm. Klemm, §7-40 Elmhurst Ave., Elmhurst, N. Y.
76. Mark G. Snow, 773 Union Commerce Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio
77. Lt Col. J. Leo Chapman, P.O.B. 1126, Spartanburg, So, Car.
78. Arthur H. Moser, 652 Bellevue St., Knoxville, Tenn.
79. Josepn H. Trengove, 79 East Central Ave, Wharton, N. J.
81. Dr. Oscar Gregor, 233 W. 83rd St, New York, N, Y.
%3. Bohumil Dube, 38 Capen St., Hartford, Conn.
88, John L. Havers, 8 Horns Row, Johnstown, Pa.
86. Charles Jakubec, Box 87, Oak Hill, N. Y,
88. Frank J. Kaps, 434 Scranton Ave, Lynbrook, N. Y.
89, Joseph J. Kucera, 3 Westmoreland Place, pPasadena, Calif.
90. Edward Simons, 434 E. 70th St., New York, N. Y.
91. Joseph Novy, 51 West 52Z2nd 8t., New York, N. Y.
92. Dr. Morris Roth, 31-14 35th St., Astoria, N. Y.
93. Joseph J. Paime, 248 Nuber Ave, Mt. Vernon, N. Y.
94. Marion E. Todd, 3210 Guilford Ave., Baltimore Md.
95. Roberlt R. Langer, 444 K. 11th St., Schuyler, Nebr,
46, Kgon Berka, Y41 East 54th Pl, Chicago, 111
97. John G. Schurer, 6141 Argyle St., Philadelphia, Pa.
98, Dr. L. Stolfa, Medical Supt., Yuba County Hospital, Marysville, Calif.
99, Charles A. Smith, 32 Cherry St., Easthampton, Mass,
100. Miss Marie Craig, 2242 So. Kedzie Ave., Chicago, 11
101. Carl J. Schroeder, 732 So. Fairview Aye., Appleton, Wis.
103, Richardson L. Spofford, Morris Hall E 32, Harvard DBusiness School,
Soldiers Field Sta., Boston, Mass,



field for the specialist. Therefore,
though prepared by an artist of world
reputation, the stamps do not present
2 pleasing effect and have not been
studied outside the country of their
origin by philatelists.

The first scamps to make their ap-
pearance were the 5h and the 10h
values of the so called “first draw-
ing”, December 18th, 191§ and were
Lo lowed shortly by other denomina-
tions. Because of the criticism direct-
ed at the stamps showing a rising
san west of St. Vitus spire, the de-
sign was redrawn and we have four
separate drawings. These are not types
as some call them, but actual changes

of the entire design.
The first design consists of the
vignette enclosed in a semi-circular

frame with the legend “Posta’ at tolp.
“Cesko” at left and “Slovensko™ at
r'ght in small capitals. On the lower
values (3h to 40h) the lettering is in
white on a colored background while
the higher wvalues (100 to 400h) the
lettering is colored on g white back-
ground. In a rectangular box at the
hottom of the stamps we find an oval
enclosing the numerals of value with-

out any marking of coinage, (which
is  “haleru” throughout the issue)
flanked on the sides by doves and

hearts, On all values we find the
artist's name below the bottom frame
line at left in small eapitals “Mucha.”

In the sercend drawing (as alse in
the third and fourth) the words
“Cesko-Slovenska'" was placed be-

tween the vignette and the rectangular
box in large eapitals. The word
“Posta” was also in large capitals in
the same place as on the first draw-
ing. The wvignette in this drawing has
been changed somewhat; the bughes
in the foreground are uncolored. The
1h and 50h, violet, were the only
stamps of this drawing.

The third drawing, consisting of
#0h, 80h, 300h and 1000h, had the
bushes in the foreground colored. The
criticized sun has been removed.

The fourth drawing, which took in
the balance of the stamps, namely:
5h, 10h, 15h, 20h, 25h, 30h, 50h blue,
75h, 120h and 500h shows the most
radical changes. Not only has the
sun disappeared altogether, but the
hushes have also been eliminated and
the cupola of the church of St. Nich-
olas was brought forward and so
made more prominent.

Seott recognized only two issties of
Hradcany—the first drawing is known

as the 1918-1919 issue, the other three
drawings as the 1919 issue. In a way
they are right, only a specialist would
look for the variations.

Up to the time the Hradecany stamps
appeared, Austrian stamps were valid
for postage in the ancient kingdomn
of Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia and
Hungarian stamps were valid in
Slovakia, Unofficial overprints of
these stamps: of the dual monarchy
were made by some stamp dealers and
the government, not yet having postal
adhesives of its own, accepted them
for mailings but as soon as =ufficient
quantities of the Hradcany types were
on hand, the use of these stamps was
prohibited.

The most interesting covers of the
rew state are those showing Czecho-
slovak Post eancelations on Austrian

"and Hungarian stamps from October

28th, 1918 when the Republic was pro-
claimed up to February 2§, 1919 when
these stamps were proclaimed in-
valid, It is known however, that even
after this date, Austrian stamps were
used in offices which were not fully
supplied with the new issue. Covers
showing mixed franking, that is show-
ing Austrian  or Hungarian and
Czechoslovakian stamps are most in-
teresting.

Paper

The early printings of these stamps
were on a rough, porous, brownish
paper; later printings were on a thin
white or thick white paper. Yellowish
and gravish papers were used, thick
and earton paper, ribbed paper (per-
haps the scarcest) is known on the
%h, 6h, 10h, 20h, 25h and 200h of the
first design and on the 500h and
1000h. Carton paper on the 5h and
10h of first design and on the 15h
and 1000h.

Gum

In the first printings the gum used
was made of a wvery Dpoor quality,
sour in taste, vellowish and brownish
in color. This had a tendency to dis-
color the entire stamp. In the later
printings the gum was of a much
hetter quality, more evenly applied
and of a light almost colorless ap-
pearancv.

Colors

We know that during the war our
country's stamps were printed with
inks of very inferior quality, in fact,
g0 poor was the ink that plates fairly



disappeared under them and we were
forced to resort to offset stamps in-
stead of engraved ones, It is no
wonder that in a city like Prague
even poor inks were scarce and we
find ranges of shades which would
put to shame our own 3 cent Stuart
Washingtons. When the subject of
color was brought up a few months
ago a well Rnown specialist said that
it would be far hetter if we collected
stamps instead of the color on stamps,
vet, in spite of that, we find these
colovs most intriguing and in the case
of greens, reds, blues and violets, we
try to get as many pronounced shades
a8 roes b o "n the 5h redrawn we find
s light apple green, very similar to
the 10h and going deeper untll -we
reach a real grass green. The same
is true of the 156h which ranges from
a brick red tr almost carmine red.
The 60h goes from yellow to orange,
while the 200h which should be ultra-
marine is found In almost every ghadse
of blue. There is real'y only one de-
finite color variety of the Hradcanv
issue and this appears on the 25h of
the first drawing. It was originally
cdecided to print this stamp in an
vltramarine, but the shade did not
nlease the authorities and so the col-
or was changed to blue. The entire
output of ultramarine was sold to
members of the Czech Philatelists
Club and were never sold at the post
office. As these were used for post-
age and accepted as such thev are
included in every Tisting of Hradcanv
stamps. Care should be taken to get
the ultramarine because some of the
shades of blue almost reach an ultra-
marine appearance.

Plates, Plate Varieties
and Other Varieties

The stamps of this issue were print-
ed in sheets of 400—but not always
was the same denomination used. In
other words, while sometime 4 one-
hundred subject plates of one denom-
ination may have been printed at one
operation we know definitely that at
other times two different wvalues and
even types of stamps have been put
on the press at the zame time., Tt is
Lere that we find the so called “zut-
ter between stamps” varviety, often
improperly termed “Tete Beche”. In
the hurry of those ear'y davs th»
400 svhiject sheets were sometimes
guillotined only once ins<tead of twice
and sheets of two hundred were sent
to post offices, Here collectors bought

them showing gutter betweeén: and
these are today highly prized.. Of
some denominations only a few exist
and these bring rather fabulous prices
when they oceasionally find them-
selves on the auction block. It is even
possible that complete sheets of 400
came to some post office and we
should not wonder if at some future
date an estate will be offering for
sale center gutter blocks., An article
on  these gutter stamps abpeared
serially in Filatelisticka TRevue in
1938 from the pen of the editor, M.
Frank Novotny. A translation of this
article will appear in a future issue
of the Specialist.

'The plates used for the stamps of

the Hradeany issues were not num-
hered hut the plate makers placed
~markings upun  them which show

them to be different. The plate mark-
ing  catalogue of Elstein as well as
the catalogue “Sberatel” (1840) give
a very good description of these
markings.

As has been stated before, the speed
and incompetency of the printers ha
resulted in many plate and printing
varieties. In our country we recognize
only plate wvarieties, wvarieties which
can Te duplicat-d and pay little at-
tention to varieties caused by im-
proper inking or slipping of plates.

Creased papers are very numerous
hut collectors 1like them and every
such variety found by ecollectors is
prized hiehly. Just another proof
that only collectors pay blg money

for the mistakes of others,
Perforation varleties—that {s, wvar-
ieties caused by slipshod perforation

are alse much sought by specialists

in Europe.
We mus=t also mention another
variety whirh the specialists over-

there go for in a hig way-—-offsets,
We know that when a sheet of stamp=
is printed it is picked up by the
printers assistant and placed upon a
tahle, The next printed sheet is placed
over it and others fo'low in the same
way. Sometime, especially if the air
in the printing room is somewhat
moist, the ink does mnot drv fast
cnough and the design either partly
or entirely offsets itself on the back
of the sheet placed over it. We have
these wvarieties on the flat press
stamps of our own country bhut we
hardly notice them. In Furone col-
lectors are really different.

(To be Continued)



