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AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION

The following motions were present-
ed before the January meeting in New
York and were accepted by approxi-
mately 20 members who attended. Be-
ing duly seeonded by Frank Kovarik,
Chairman of the Rules Committee,
they are accepied as amendments to
the Constitution; Article I, Section 2:

(1) Dues must be in the hands of the
Treasurer not later than Febru-
ary 25th. Members defaulting
will be dropped immediately.

(2) Members who have resigned or
have heen dropped for non-pay-
ment of dueés may be reinstated
again. 'They will, however, not
receive their original membership
number and, in addition to the
regular dues, will pay a rein-
statement fee of 50 cents,

ANNOUNCEMENT

With this issue we are begining to
publish the long awaited article, by
Mr. Lowey, on the Commemorative
Postmarks of Czechoslovakia and their
Historical Background. The article
was recently published in the Ameri-
can Philatelist and since it will be
profusely illustrated should prove to
be of great interest and help to the
student and collector of this inter-
esting side-line of the stamps of
Czechoslovakia. B ]
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_~DUES ARE PAST DUE J

uch has hbeen sald about dwpes be-
ing in arrears and elsewher# in this

issue is published an amendment to
the constitution setting a definite limit
as to when the dues should be paid.
Unless the delinquent dues are forth-
coming within the next few weeks,
this issue of the Specalist will be the
last for a number of the members. Send
your Dollar direct to Treasurer Green-
awalt, 4000 Fifth St., North, Arling-
ton, Va. as quickly as possgible, as
the new membership list will appear
in the March Issue of the Specialist.

WHO ARE WE???

In order to better acquaint the
members of the Society with one a-
nother I have had in mind for some
time to run a sort of “"Who We Are”
column in each issue of the Specia-
list. To make this a success complete
cooperation is needed by every mem-
ber and I ask that each member write
to me and tell me a hit about himself,
what he collects, how he became in-
terested in stamps and how long he
has been collecting, what stamp eclubs
he is a member or officer of, and any
other pertinent information, humor-
ous or otherwise,

I am sure there are many of us who
would like to correspond with one a-
nother and a brief account of each
member should serve as an introduc-
tion.

Let's get the ball rolling, don't be
bashfull, write all you can on two
sides of a letter head, I will either
publish it as you have written it, if
vou wish, or I can edit it, as long as
ali the facts are presented.

Who will be the first?

Ye Editor



TREASURER'S SUMMARY FOR
THE YEAR 1940

January 1940 to December 1940.
Receipts:
60 membership Dues
Miscellanegus
Advertising (approx 12 pages)
(Thig includes $8.50 for ad-
vertising in 1939 issues but
does not include approxi-
mately §3.00 not yet col-
lected for adsin 1940 issues.
Total for 1940 ..............%155.49
Total inel. balance from 1934% $167.65

Expenditures:

....... $106.00
1.80
47.69

Expenses of Secretary ..... . $24.98
Expenses of Treasurer ...... 2.00
Expenses of Editor ......... 16.33
Printing;
9 issues of Specialist ...... $72.35
3 issues at 4 pages
4 issues at 6 pages
2 issues at 8 pages
Engraving  .....ceoeenieaneiss $5.42
MHAT v ey parsae: yo: 2 $121.08
Ralance for 1940 ......... i . §34.41
Net Balance .........c...00000 46.57

NEW ISSUES

Several new values in pictorial de-
sign have appeared, they are. a 5 Kr.,
with a view of Beching (Bechyne): 10
Kr., with a view of Prague; 20 Kr,
with a view of Prague, same design as
Scott’s A 9 but in a different shade.

Two new values also have appeared
as additions to the 193% Postage Dues
weries, they are an 80 h, red and a
1 Kr 20 h, blue.

IN MEMORIAM

It is with sincere regret that we
print the news of the death of one of
our members, Mr. Joseph Janacek of
Tacoma, Wash., he was 84 years old
and had been collecting actively up
to the time of his death. That he
was a sincere Philatelist is borne out
by the fact in January of 1939 he re-
ceived a gold cup presented by the
Mayor of Tacoma for his Exhibit in
the National Stamp congress held in
that city,

SALES AND EXCHANGE DEPT.

Circuit No. 2 went on the road Feb-
ruary 5th. It will take a different
route than Cirecuit No. 1 and it will
also be possible that some members will
receive No. 2 before they have had
No. 1. 8o don’t think No. 1 missed
yvou, it will come yet.

We have up to now 20 members
participating, this is more than I ex-
pected at first. In order to speed up
the circuits 1 will have to form differ-
ent groups in which they will circulate,

Anyone making up new books can
also include Hungary, Australasia and
Sudeten cancellations.

Wolfgang TFritzsche
P. O. Box #175
Valley Stream, L. I. N. Y.

NEW MEMBERS
#75—Mark G. Snow, 773 Union Com-
merce Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio
#76—L. E. Krivohlavy, Plainfield, Towa
#77—J. Leo Chapman, 321 Greymon
Drive, West Palm Beach, Fla.
#78—Arthur H. Moser, 652 Bellevue
St., Knoxville, Tenn,
#i9—Joseph H. Trengrove, 7% . Cen-
tral Ave, Wharton, N. J
#80—Emery A. Bauer, 32
Hoad, A'bany, N. Y.
#FB1—Dr, Ogcar Gregor, 233 W,
St.. New York, N. Y.
#82—Q, M. Tishlarich, 230 W. River-
view Ave., Bellevue, Pittsburgh,
Pa,

Menand
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LIBRARY
NEW ADDITIONS

1 ¢ Cross catalogue of Czechoslo-
vakian Stamps. English text,
1937 BEdition.

18 a Czechoslovakia Counterfeits by
F. 8. Poteet

19 a Czechoslovakia Tabs and Gut-
ters by Frances W. Beedon

20 a Czechoslovak Issue of Htamps
Magazine, Issue of December 7,
1940,

21 a Czechoslovakia, Commemorative

Postmarks and
Background, by J. W. Lowey.
Members are urged to make use of
these new additions to the Library,
M. Glawe, Librarien
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COMMEMORATIVE POSTMARKS OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND
THEIR HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

by J. W. Lowey, A.P.S, 156442

“0, Homeland mine, O, Homeland mine,
Streams are rushing through the meadows:
'Mid thy rocks sigh fragrant pine groves,

Orchards 'decked in Spring's array,

Scenes of Paradise portray.

And this land of wondrous heauty,

Is the Czech land, Homeland mine,

Is the Czech land, Homeland mine."”
(Czech National Anthem)

Many countries, especially those of
Furope, have for many years applied
commemorative cancellations to mails,
Some have made a real art of it and
we do not hesitate to put Czechoslo-
vakia* into this ¢lass.

During the years of its Independence
from 1918 to 1938 the country made
prodigious use of its past and present
history by incorporating legends, mot-
toes and illustrations into its postal
cancellations. These wvary in size,
shape and co'or. In several instances
postmarks are bicolored or even multi-
colored.

We do not know which country ean
claim to have introduced the use of
commemorative postmarks.  Fact is
however, that as early as 1918 a well

known Czech philateiist approached
the postal authorities suggesting a

change in the rather imonotonous
schedule of plain postmarks and ad-
vuecating the use of special ones when-

ever an event would calli for such a
procedure,
The Postmaster (General was favor-

ably impressed with the fdea.  He not
only foresaw inereased revenue for
the Governiment, since this would en-
courage the collecting of these post-
marks, but he also consider:d the idea
from the ethical standpoint. Com-
memorative cancellations, it seemed to

him, would be a graphice illustration
of past and present national events
and thereby a constant reminder and

teacher of the history of the eountry
not only to adult but especially to
Junior collectors.

* Up to the seizure of the country
in 1938 the name Czechoslovakia ap-
peared on its stamps and postmarks
unhyphenated. Since this article deals
with the postmarks of that period the
name also is spelled in that manner.
(After 1938 the country's name was
spelled Czecho-8lovakia—Author.)

Postmaster General Alcis Tucny

Duwing the term of Postmuaster Gen-
eral Alois Tueny, who himself was an
active stamp collector, the application
of commemorative postmarks achie.ed
a level of guality and ocuuntity which
is remarkable. In 1434 he created
within the Postal Depuiiment a
special office. Hereg artists and his-
torians drew and composed illustra-
tions and elassical motioes which were
to be incorpoiated into ecommemora-
tive cancellations,

An original idea of thisz staff ar.
the Commemorative Sheets (not to be
confused with so-called Favor Sheets).
Frinted at

VEery specill events soe
as the issuance of a new presidential
stamp or the annual sei of chariy
stamps, at the Government Printing
Plant, these usually showed an illus-
tration or ornameits and inspections.

Bpace wus provided to affix a stamp
or stamps which then were pancelled
with the postmark commemorating the
event to which the sheet was dedica-
e (Tizure 18},

The issuance of these sheets
Lresiously announced in the
of the Ministry of Posts and Tele-
graphs. Phliatelic magazines likewise
réprinted these announcements, where-
by collectors were given a chance to
acquire the sheets for a nominal fee.
It should be said that not every in-
terested collector was able to secure
one, due to the sometimes limited is-
sue. However, sale was accomplished
in a democratic manner whereby the
rule “First come, first served”
applied.
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After having bought the blank sheet
the purchaser stepped to a window of
the Philatelic agency in the same
Luilding and purchased the stamp or
stamps which he then affixed to the
sheet, Having done this he stepped
into the cancellation department and
had the stamps cleanly obliterated
either by hand or machine.

Most of the commemorative stamps
issued in Cgzechoslovakia, gimilar to
United States First Day Covers, are
cancelled in the community of origin,
the difference being that the cancel-
lations contain the inscription com-
memorating the event, which is missing
on United States First Day Covers.
Sometimes the cancellation is contin-
ued for several more days. The first
day postmark, however, is the rarer
one.

MASARYK’S BIRTHDAY
COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE
by Peter Kreischer
On March 7, 1935 a =set of four
stamps were issued to comrmemorate
the 85th birthday of the first Presi-
dent of the Czechoslovak Republic,
The stamps, printed in both the large
and small format, bear a portrait of
President Masaryk and according to
the Postal Bulletin (C 12.324/VII Feb-
ruary 20, 1935) the following data is
given.
The denominations, eolor and quan-
tities issued are as follows:

50 h green on yellow 20,670,000
1 k carmine on yellow 20,170,000
2 k blue on wvellow ...... 2,620,000
3 k brown on yellow 1,795,000

The stamps were printed from en-
graved plates on the rotary press, on
an unwatermarked yellow paper, in
sheets in 100 subjects, For technical
reasons the two higher values are ar-
ranged differently in that the top row
of each value consists of 16 stamps
and the next 6 rows only 14 stamps,
a blank label adjoining each row to
the left and right hands.

The format is an upright rectangle.
The printed area of the 3 h and 1 ke
stamps measures 17 x 23 mm. while
the 2 ke and 3 ke measure 23 x 30%
mm. Al]l stamps were perforated 93,

Two photographs were used in de-
signing this issue. The photograph on
the two lower values represents the
Fresident as Commander-in-Chief of
the Czechoslovak Army while on the
higher walues he is shown in eivilian
vluthes,  Degign and  engraving by
l:phumil Heinz.

The vighette iz an oval, lightly
shaded, with a laurel wreath orna-
menting the lower part. The top of
the stamp, on a colored background,
bears the inscription “CESKOSLO-
VENSKA" in uncolored capitals and
below it the Commemorative dates ap-
pear, “1850” to the left and “1935” to
the right, In the lower corners are
shields containing the value and be-
tween these, on a white ribbon, is a
reproduction of the singnature of the
President.

Plate numbersg for the two lower val-
ues are 1 and 1 A. The two higher
vales also bear the numbers 1 and 1
A which, with the date 7. ITI. 1935, ap-
pear on both sides of the sheet in-
stead of the bottom. As described a-
bove the sheets of the two higher val-
ues appeared with blank labels at each
side, however the blank label of the
last row contained the Plate number
and the date,

Special cancellations were author-
ized and used March 7 at Hodonin,
birthplace of the President, at Louny,
his country seat and Praha Hrad 10,
postal station in the Capitol. The
first two cancellations were in red,
the latter in gold. In many other of-
fices the regular cancelling devices
were used but the color was red in-
stead of the customary black.

WE BUY
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Collections,
accumulations,

sets, singles.

No quantity too small, none

too large.

B. B. B. STAMP CO.

126 West 49th St., New York City




