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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A
HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR
“Special Notice to the Members:
We are about to enter a New Year,
third, in fact, since we started to
publish the Specialist. In extending
to you the Season’s CGreetings may
we remind you to send in your dues
for 19417 As you know the fee has
"been lowered from Two Dwollars to
One Dollar and in making your ré-
mittance send your cheéck or Money
Order to the Treasurer, made out to
him. (Guy Greenawalt, 4000 Fifth St
North, Arlington, Va.) Please do not
send remittances to the Secretary, as
has happened last year, since this
procedure entails” a loss of time and
unnecessary expense to the Society.”
The Editor and the Officers of the
Society wish to extend to you and
vours a very Merry Christmas and a
Philatellically Prosperous New Year,

DEADLINE ON DUES NEARS,
TREAS. GREENAWALT SAYS

To Mrs. George R. Skopecek of Col-
fax, California goes the distinetion of
being the First member to send in
her dues for the year 1941, Mrs.
Skopecek’s check arrived at your
Editor's home on Friday Decemer 6th.
All memers are reminded that Jan-
uary 3ist is the deadline, As you all
know the Dues have been lowered to
$1.00 per wyear and your cooperation
in paying them promptly will be
greatly appreciated.

NEW MEMBERS

The following new members have
Leen added to our steadily expanding

) ' group of collectors;
i

# 67—>Mlichaelson, Emil J., 42 Martin
Place, Irvington, N. Y.
#GS—Alexieﬂ‘, Viadimir, 400 W. 11Tth
St, New York, N. Y.
Welcome, Gentlemen, pull up a
chair and make yourselves to home.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Mr. Kessler of Montreal has moved
his husiness to New York. Though
he has already rented a permanent
office in the heart of the ecity which
he will open within two weeks, his
present address is the Times Square
itotel, 43rd =t., and Sth Ave, N. Y. C.
Mr Kessler promiseés a series of ad-
vertisements beginning with the Jan-
uary issue of the Specialist which he
Lelieves will be of interest to the
niembers.

By now many or perhaps all of us
have seen and read the December Tth
or Chechoslovak Issue of STAMPS
magazine, All the articles on Czecho-
slovakia therein with the exception
of one, were edited and prepared by
our Secretary Mr. Lowey and to him
goes a vote of thanks for the fine way
in which he handled the issue and for
what he has done in putting the C. 8.
P, 8.-N. A, pefore a4 multitude of col-
lectors all over the country, There is
no doubt that the Soclety should
benefit by the publicity achieved but
its greatest gain will be in the pres-
tige it receives as an organization
that can boast of the most prolific
writers on the stamps of Czechoslo-
vakia.

This should bhe an encouragement
ip many of our members and no doubt
there are many of us who can write
and should write some articles on



some of the Issues of the stamps of
Czechoslovakia. Any articles so writ-
ten should be sent to your Editor who
will publish them in future issues of
the Specialist,

(Editor)

‘Enclosed is an application blank of
the Magazine . STAMPS, We have
been asked by the publisher to inform
vou that the annual subscription for
members of our Society is B0 cents,
In other words if you will fill out the
subscription blank and enclose Money
Order for 80 cents and mail both to
our Secretary he will relay these to
the publisher and you will receive
STAMPS for the entire year of 1941.
We helieve this to be an attractive pro-
position, more so when realized that
each single copy costs 10 cents.
Bought separately this would mean
an outlay of over 35.00.

In a letter to me, dated December
3, Mrs. Skepecek of Colfax, Calif,,
states that she also possesses a Czech-
English Dictionary. This is a First
edition, dated 1876, by Charles Jonas,

Very soon, I hope, I shall hear of
someone in or near Chicago who owns
one. Then 1 shall be able to see what
it looks like,

(Ye Ed.)

ECHOES FROM THE LIBRARY

Quote from the American Philate-
list, by Lowey: “In casually glana-
ing at the stamps of the first issue
we see what looks like a large com-
plex of houses and towers, known as
the 'Hradeany (astle', seat of the
Bohemian Kings, the view is framed
by wvarious ornaments whech seem to
have been put there by the designer
in order to fill up spaces. However,
these wvarious ornaments have a dis-
tinctive meaning and are known and
dear to every Czecho-~Slovak.

In order to obtain an explanation let

ug listen to an interview given by
Alfons Mpcha, the designer, to the
Historian Jaroslay Orlicky a few

months after the Stamps were i1ssued.
The complete story of this particular
stamp and its design will be found

in Pamphlet I-a which is
Library,

in our

Mrs, Glawe, Librarian

THE JUBILEE ISSUE OF 1928
by Peter Kreischer

The Ministry of Posts and Tele-

graphs in commemorating the 10th
Anniversary of the Czecho-Slovak
Republic issued, in accordance with

Official decree #40 (series §0) dated
October 17, 1928, a new set of stamps
for use beginning October 2§, 1928,
The set consists of ten values rang-
ing from 30h to 5 Ke.

Scott catalogue numbers are 144 to
1563 inclusive and the wvalues, colors
and scenes depicted are as follows;

30h, black, Hradec Castle at Opava.

40h, red brown, Town Hall at Levoea

50h, dark green, Telephone bldg. at
Prague,

60h, orange red, Town of Jasina

1 K¢, carmine, Airplane view of
‘Hluboka Castle,

I Ke, 20h, brown wviolet, Velehrad

2 Ke, ultramarine, Brunn Cathedral

2 Ke, 50h, dark blue,
Grand Tatra Mountains
* 3 Kec, dark brown, President Thom-
as QGarrigue Masaryk

5 Ke, deep violet, View of Prague.

The stamps were supplied in filling
orders to the Post Offices in-the Re-
public beginning October 22, 1928,
The set did not supersede any issue
in use at the time and was used until
the supply became exhausted, It was,
however, the desire of the Post Office
Ministry to exhaust the issue during
the months of November and Decem-
ber and with this in mind the guanti-
ty printed was an estimated two
months supply. The issue was distri-
buted to all Post Offices in quantities
recognized by the Ministry as being
an adequate two months supply, that
is, larger Post Offices received larger
quantities ete. Postal clerks were
instructed to sell the stamps of this
issue prior to the other stamps on
hand in order that the issue be en-
tirely sold before the end of Decermnber
1928.
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The stamps were printed on a good
grade of white unwatermarked paper,
perforated 123, by the Graphic Print-
ing Co. of Prague on Stickney Rotary
Presses from steel engraved plates,

100 stamps to the sheet. All sheets
bear the plate number “1-1928" in
the lower left hand corners. At this

time the practice of numbering plates
was relatively insofar as Czechoslo-
vakian stamps were concerned,

The Official engraver was Karl
Seizinger who on this issue has shown
his special talent for intaglio engrav-
ing suitable for the rotary plates of
the Stickney Presses,

The design is a rectangle measur-
ing 21% x 27 mm. The values below
the 2 K¢ are of horizontal format
whereas the 2, 3 and 5 Ke are of
vertical format.

The frames of the horizontal ree-
tangles are all alike, consisting of an
upper panel with the word “Cesko-
Sluevensko” in white letters. The side
panels consist of seven lines with
three leaf ornaments. The bottom of
the stamps consist of three separate
panels, the center pane]l containg the
vear dates “1918-1928" in white while
corner panels contain the value in
two lines also In white letters. The
central designs consist of various
views whieh will be described later.

The vertical rectangles of the 2Ke
and 5 Kec values are similar to the
horizontal rectangles except that the
upper and lower panels de—not con-
tain the two leaf ornaments,

The vertical rectangle of the 3 Ke
value contains the word *“Cesko-Slo-
vensko" in white letters in the upper
panels, the panels on each side con-
sist of a series of perpendicular lines
that blend into a solid mass at the
top, each side panel contains two Lin-
den Leafs, one at the top and the
'nther at the bottom, between these
the year dates appear; 1918 at the
left and 1928 at the right. At the bot-
tom of the frames are three panels,
one in each corner contains the num-
eral of value while the center panel
contains the word “Koruny”.

It may he of interest to what ex-
tent the Philatelists of Czechoslovakia
have prevailed upon the Ministry to
aid their Exhibitions, This issue was
planned for many months and the
subjects selected were chosen from a
great number of suggestions. As a
consequence the Ministery exhibited
parts of this series as completed at
four different exhibitions,

The first showing of a part of this

series was made at the Brunn Bxhi-
ition held during June 1928, This ex-
hibition was not truly of a Philatelic
nature but had as its purpose to show
the progress of all Arts in the Re-
publie. The first four wvalues to be
completed were exhibited by the Min-
istry of Posts and Telegraphs on
June 9th. They were as follows;

3 ke, Masaryk

50 h, Telephone Building at Prague

30 h, Castle at Opava

1 ke, 20h, Velehrad

These values are also listed in the
prder in which they were completed.

The second showing was at Prague.
This was in connection with the Sixth
International Congress of Artists held
July 1928, In addition to the four val-
ues shown at Brno the fifth value to
be completed was shown, this being
the 1 Ke showing an Airplane view
of the Castle at Hluboka. An inter-
esting point in this connection was
that the exhibit was held on the pre-
mises of the Graphic Printing Plant
which is the official printery of the
Czechoslovakian Government,

The third showing was made at the
Philatelic Exhibition held at Paradu-
bice from September 30 to October 4,
1928. This exhibition was truly of
Philatelic nature since it -was spon-
sored by the Paradubice Philatelic
Society., At this time seven values
were shown, the two new values be-
ing the 40 h and the 2 Ke. In this
connection the Philatelic Press of
(Czechoslovakia earried conflicting ac-
counts—aone of the monthly journals
stated that eight wvales were shown
but no mention ag to the value of the
eighth stamp is cited.

From information 4at hand the
eighth and ninth stamps to be com-
pleted were tha 60h and the 2 Ke, 50h.
The selection for the last subject en-
tailed considerable discussion and fi-
nally the scene showing the Old City
Hall at Prague was chosen, this be-
ing the 5 Kc stamp.

In connection with each of the fore-
going exhibitions the Ministry of
Posts and Telegraphs authorized the
use of special canecellation, however,
none of the stamps of the issue under
consideration were used for postage.

Simultaneously with the first day
of issuance of this set another Phil-
atelic Exhibition was held at Louny.
This was held from October 28, 1928,
the Czechoslovakian  Independence
Day, to November 1, 1928, At this ex-
hibition the entire set was displayed.
Therefore it can be said that this
issue had a pre showing at Four Phil-



atelic Exhibitions which in ftself {a
an interesting fact.

Permission to cancel all mail frank-
ed with stamps of this set with red
ink was authorized on October 28, the
first day. Covers of this sort receive
in Czechoslovakia as much consider-
ation as do our own first day covers.

A brief description of each subhjeet
used on this issue follows;

30h, Hradee Castle at Opava

Opava is a village situated on the
ancient much travelled Highway be-
tween the separate States of Silesia
and Moravia. The known history of
the Cast’e dates back to 1061 A.D., at
which time it was strongly fortifled
and due to the protection it offered
the village of Opava soon became a
commercial eenter,

The Castle housed the Czech Royal
family and therefore it, as well as
the village was owned by Royalty. The

last Royal family to occupy it was
that of Queen Kunhut. After the
death of her husband, Premysl TI,

she established her home here exclu-
sively and it was here that her post-
humous daughter was born. This
daughter married Count Nicholas and
the Castle thereafter housed lesser
dignitaries known as the Countsg of
Opava, the first of these being John
of Luxemburg, With their establish-
ment the property passed from Crown
ownership. Early in the 12th Century
the title again passed into the hands
of the Czech Crown, but for a short
period only when it was sold by King
Rudolph II to a private Individual.
40h, Village Hall of Levoca

Levoca is an anclent free city in
the State of Spis, Slovakia, It was in-
corporated in 1240 A.D. as the capital
of that State.

The Village Hall ws built in the
156th Century and stands sturdily on
deep arcades with an upper loggia
and frescoes of civic virtue along the
north wall, The slope of the roof ls
lifted by ornamental gables. Within
are fine ghambers and the guild hall
still lighted by ecrystal chandellers,
the gift to I.evoca of the city of Ven-
ice. Levoca, like other towns of Spis
was a settlement of linen weavers
whose goods were 8so0ld throughout
Poland, Italy and the Balkans, The
ancient wooden dies and samples of
fabric are still to be seen in the
Municipal Museum.

The Town Hall and the equally an-
cient church of St. James with its
Pilgrim shells, its carved and gilded
altars, the works of Master Paulus
fof Cracow in the 16th Century and

its 14th Century frescoés of the le-
gend of St. Dorothy, a favorite patron
of Saxon maidens, are enough to dis-
tinguish Levoca from all other towns
in Blovakia and to win for it the title
the “Nuremberg of Slovakia”,

30h, Telephone Exchange at Prague

Construction of the Telephone Ex-
change was hegun in 1925 and tele-
phone service was established in June
1827. The Telephone and Telegraph
service in the Republic is Government
owned and is under the direction of
the Ministry of Posts and Telegraph
Service. The building houses the Ziska
Exchange which in addition to pro-
viding facilities for local telephone
service also contains the largest Toll
exchange in (Czechoslovakia. The
Toll system connects the 500 princi-
pal cities in the Republic as well as
the telephone and telegraph facilities
connecting (zechoslovakia with the
outside world. The Laboratories, En-
ginedring and Technical Staffs of the
Telephone and Telegraph departments
are also located in the building as
are the varlous schools for the tele-
phone and telegraph operators.

60h, Town of Jaslna

Jasina is a wvillage in that part of
Czechoslovakin known as Carpathian-
Russia. The territory is a mountain-
ous section and due to its location pro-
gress has not been as noted as in oth-
er sections of the Republic. For this
reason the Architecture of the build-
ings has not been affected by the out-
side world and consequently the
churches and other buildings still
conform to the ideasg of the hardy
mountaineerg known as (Carpatho-
Ruthenians.

The majority of the churches are
constructed of wood chopped and fell-
ed in the nearby forests, Even today
approximately 150 such edifices are
being used regularly for services.
These churches were all built in the
17th and 18th Centuries and are us-
ually situated on a hill or other high
spot on the outskirts of the commun-
ities they serve. In addition to their
church funections these buildings may
be termed as miniature Museums for
they house all the century old an-
tigues of the craftsmanship of these
hardy simple mountain folk.

In Architectural style these church-
es all follow a rather general out-
ward appearance while in detail each
one ig different. Being built by the
respective populations in each locality
who did not follow any particular sets
of plans, they represent the Iideas,
dreams and creationg of the Imagi-



nations of these untutored rural crafts-
men, As a result the buildings exem-
plify all of their traditons, ancient
design and wood craftsmanship. Hav-
ing been built by hand with primitive
to ig, these buildings have withstood
the ravages of war and time admir-
ably. An attempt o clasgify the archi-
te tural style of these churches would
probab’y result in placing a relatively
f=vw as resembling the Gothie and
carly French but the vast majority
would fall in a distinet Ruthenian
design.

'he design on this stamp is the
Church "“Assumption of St, Mary" and
is typical of the pure Ruthenian de-
sign. The structure on the right of
the stamp is built in the form of a
Greek Cross, the center of the cross
which i a square is the tallest por-
tion of the building. The building to
the left houses the bell, typical of the
customary arrangement.

1 Ke, Hluboka (Castle

The eastle at Hluboka is one of
the most beautiful in Bohemia, It is
situated pn gradual sloping hill and is
of Tudor style architecture, patterned
very closely after the Windsor Castle
in England. Construction of the castle
wag begun in 1838 and was not com-
pleted until 1863. The building itself
and the adjacent parks present a
rather romantic setting that is en-
tirely fitting to the interior furnish-
ings. The castle is furnished in un-
usual style as no expense was spared,
The interior walls are lined with mar-
hle. The windows consist of pictures
made of stained glass, The Art Gal-
lery houses many paintings by Van
Diyke, Hamilton and many other noted
artists. It alsp containg a room in
which many works of Sculptors and
wood carvings are housed, The Li-
brary containg thousands of German
and French voldmes.

The history of the town dates back
to the 13th Century when it was cho-
sen a8 the site of the Franenberg
Castle. After the death of Count Fal-
lienstein the castle became the pro-
pe-ty of the Government in whose
hands it remained with the exception
'‘of minor intervals, until the end of
the 15th Century. In 1664 it was sold
to members of the Schwarzenberg
family.

1 Ke, 20h, Velehrad

This city of Moravia is renowned
for itz magnificent churches of which
the principal ones are the Roman
(Catholie churech, *“Ascension of St
Mary” and the Jesuit Monestary.

The earliest written redference to

Velehrad dates back to 1131 A.D.
which is an entry in the Monestary
record by a Bishop, giving a sum-
mary as to the amount of cattle in
the region, In 1220 the city became

a marketing place and in the year
1257 A.D. Premysl Okotar, King of
Bohemia and Moravia built a for-

tress on 4an island in the Moravia
River and fortified the city against
the Hungarians. This brought a great
influx of people to the city. )

The Monestary was founded about
1200 A.D. by the Benedictine Monks
and in time became very prosperous,
chiefly through cattle raising and
breeding and with the fame of the
velehrad Monks having spread as far
as Silesia in 1338, This wealth how-
ever, caused considerable envy and
resulted in a raid during the Hussite
Wars in January of 1421, At this
time the original Monestary was des-
troyed; the Monks with few excep-
tions were, either killed or burned at
the stake. A slow process of re-estab-
lishment followed, taking about 30
years to rebuild the Monestary but
it was mot until 1311 that it was a-
gain returned to the Roman Catholic
Church with its former priveleges. In
1891 the Monestary passed on to the
Jesuit Order.

2 Ke, Brno Cathedral

8Brnoe (Brunn) is the present capi-
tal of Moravia, situated at the con-
fluence off two rivers, bhetween two
hills on(j::f which is crowned by a
fortress mow used as a barraks but
which formerly was an Austrian
Political prison, In this capacity it
was rendered famous by the story of
Silvio Pellico who was confined there
from 1822 to 1830. On the lower hill
lies the Cathredal of St. Peter domi-
nating the Old Town, which though
zmall and traversed by crooked
streets, containg most of the civie and
ecclesiastical buildings for example
the Rathous, 15611 and the 15th Cen-
tury Church of 8t. James, The Cathe-
dal was begun in the 13th Century
when Brno was a growing trade cent-
er gn the Crusader's path to and from
Jerusalem, it was completed two
Centuries later in the period of Mora-
vias greatness. It is bullt of dark
stone with five aisles of equal height
and an iron fleche or gpire which was
added about 100 years ago.

Around the 0Old Town filne gardens
and well built streets have replaced
the fortifications and now connect the
old with the new,

(To be continued)



Gzecho-Slovakia

All sets mint and complete unless otherwise stated. I have in stock all stts with
coupons, ornamental coupons also all se-tenant gutier pairs.

General Issues

1-10 i a it 3 .76
3 1 2.95
L L T —— 1.40
BR8N R e e 3.50
e e P T P e P 1.50
DRI s rmyiGssiasenreg a.50
B L) Xt U o e e e o et b 556.00
IO G raie e N a me e R e e 7.00
103 i e .70
g £ T SR DU 1.00
AOBETY, s srsme e a s 1.65
FLEO=BR: v sem s iae o R 4.560
TRV cwmpr s wwsy ot i s 3.60
FAZ=BL: st 2.26
142-151, 'Used with special cancel 1.50
EOF-ABE i e S e Fivan o806
158-163, Used with special ecancel 1.00
166-67 .ottt iinennniannnan 2.65
176-T8, riiiriiienininrnennnnns 2.85
175=1T8, UBed swinvvsisivas s 1.50
176-78, Mint, with tabs ........ 4.60
1756-78, Used, with tabs ........ 3.76
ERB. oot e R 1.76
PBA=8B coimmidn i s 1.55
TRT=90 susviissitdsnEssiiNEs 4.50
192-93 ......... it 1o v e A Ermr 1.00
195-08 ittt 1.15
200-D1 it .45
200a-la, Sheets ................ 32.00
BRECHET oo s st e e .75
BOB-0T" wommwmsseis i v e .40
ZOBSTL: iR R .40
209-11, Se-tenant pairs, with gutter 1.20
218-23, Se-tenant pairs, with gutter 2.00
ZIB<ZO i e s e a v e 04 8 dmen g 1.50
230-81 ... iiiiariiieaaaaaa .35
230-31, Se-tenant pairs, with gutter 1.30
Dy O — .15
Ly .18
BBOAR. conun aguemi e s el .25
ZRL-AD. ooisnesive R RS e .42
2AB-AR; couvieinaiEi e e T ERRE .20

Eastern Silesia—Czecho-

slovakian Territory

Please Note New Address!

TIMES SQUARE HOT

Air Post Stamps

C1-C3 MIBE v $8.00
C1-C3 EIRBE. owmmea o diw 8.00
C4-C6 111 s} PO S g 12.00
C7-C9 MR s mEmeEy 1.50
OT=09 Used Jiaiiinmaesviosis 1.00
C7-C9  Mint, inverted surcharge 30,00
C10-C17 Mint ... ... .0ovivennn 1.50
C10 Mint, perforated 1214 .30
C11 Mint, perforated 12Y% 2,50
11 Mint, perf. 121%; 123 .30
Cci2 Mint, perforated 12% 1.50
Cc12 Mint, perf, 12%; 13% .50
C14 Mint, perforated 1214 .40
17 Mint, perforated 1235 1.20

Many First Day Air Mail Covers,
especially the 1922 issue, in stock.

Semi-Postal Stamps

BEVEAY e s $65.00
BEI0C82 o armsre e s s .75
BIABEBE e m i e 3.60
B133-36, Vsed' “iwuuiesaieiis e 3.00
BIATB0  aanassrermessiansnaums 8.50
Bl37-39, TUSed .....cvcvsunaiaas 7.00
BIAO-AR  Fadaremiaie b s b heTe s 9.00
B140-43, Used .....cveviuweurann 8.00
Bl44-46 ...... e e e .a0
BIATSEE v e mmsmnome s .40
BIGDBE oy opomiesen e .18
B152, Souvenir Sheet .......... .5b

B wana v R $6.60
Postage Due Stamps

B s $3.50

5 .75

JZI=BT i o s e e spnn s e e 3.50

TOB=BY. wwwiwsscnin s mman s i e o 4 1.75

Newspaper Stamps
PL=20 ocime s mans v s eesiesis w90 3$1.20

TERMS: Cash with order. If for any
reason not satisfied, money will be
refunded immediately. All offers sub-
ject unsold.

KESSLER

EL

NEW, YORK CITY

(Formerly of 4529 Park Avenue, Montreal, Canada)



