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RARITY DISCOVERED
IN NEW OVERFRINT

By now probably all or most of our
members have put inte their collec-
tiong the latest issues from Bohemia-
Moravia.

In our previous issue we listed the
19 current stamps to be uoverprinted.
The overprints are applied in deep
hlack asz follows:

The word Ceskoslovensko is cross-
ed out and bLeneath the name of the
protectorate “Bohmen u. Mahren” is
printed. On the hottom, above the
values, the new name of the terri-
tory is printed in the Czech languuage,
“Cechy a Morava”,

Some very interasting plate varie-
ties rpesulted from the hasty over-
printing. The most striking one is
found on Scott 240 which is a major
variety. In each sheet of 100 items
the 26th stamp shows an N instead
of an I in the word Mahren, mnow
reading Mahnen, Thig error is con-
tributed to the fact that the letter R
did not show up well enough on the
plate and in retouching iL the en-
giaver made the mistake of subsutu-
ting an N. Bince the entire issue of
the overprints is 400,000 sets there
will be alout 4000 of this variety,
which therefore is bound to hecome
a prarity. Besides, there are various
cther shorteomings of the overprints,
like gots, :=pots, dashes, incompletely
printed letters, offsets, ete, ete.

Nothing definite iy heard from Slo-
vakia as to future issues. The Hlin-
ka set, fssued several months ago
still is in use, To repeated inguiries
from several membersg reguarding the

otefanik set of 4 values issued some

time ago, we again repeat, that,

“OVERPRINTS”

By the Editor

We bhelong to a grand society.

Hstablished only five months ago,
ang organized at the worst moment
of Czechoslovakian  history, it has
thrived and grown until now 46 mem-
bers gre on the roll

And it iz no ordinary membership
roll. Leafing through the applica-
tions on file, you can find many oc-
cupations represented—patent attor-
neys, government employees, artists,
engineers, a publisher, a newspaper-
man, accountants, a high school prin-
cipal, dentists, a bacteriologist, a bus-
iness executive, a surgeon, an arech-
itect—the list goes on and on. We
ure no ordinary society.

The life of any organization is de-
termined by the activity and partici-
pation of its members. So far, the
particpation has been rather weak,
but that is to be expecteq In the sum-
mer months,

With the approach of autumn and
winter, however, stamps again be-
come paramount as outdoor attrac-
tions wane. So also should aetivity
in the Society bhoom. =

We urge more use of the Soeclety

Continued on Page 2

ithough this set was on sale, its use
for postal purposesg was forbidden for
reasons which are not published,. We
were shown several covers with sin-
gle items and the whole set affixed to
plain ang registered covers. In every
case the postmarks were fakes and
where a registration label was found
on a cover, such was probably taken
from a genulnely registered cover and
simply pasted upon the fakea—J.W.L.
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DESIGNER 1S DEAD

A¥fons 'Mucha artist desiemer of
the Hradeany amg other subsenuent
issues, has passed awav on hiz estnte
near Prague, at the age of 20,

]
“OVERPRINTS”
Continued from Page 1

librarvy and new issue service, We
urge oceasional consultation with the
Speiety expert committee. "We urge
the use of the Specialist adlets, and
the sending of occasional items for
publication in the Specialist. Try to
get some new members.

Here's a bargain: To tne member
who send the first adlet to the edi-
tor, Mr. Lowey will sena =z personal
present in the form of a desirable
philatelic item, depending upon wheth-
er the advertiser iz a specialist or a
collector, To the member sending
the name of a prospective member
the editor will present him or her
with a pair of Plzen-Koslce blocks
when the applicant joins.

The race is officially on when you
read this. FEarliest postmorks arriv-
ing at 1553 Clifton Avenue, Columbus,
Ohio, win. Let's go!

Advertising Rates

One Six Twelve
Insertion Insertions Insertions

1 Page . %8 $5.60 $5.00
% Page . §4 §$3.75 $3.50
1, Page . 33 $2.75 $2.50
IIS_Page . 32 $1.856 $1.75
1/16 Page. 31 .85 .15
Adlets (for members’ wants, ex-

changes, sales, ete,): 1 cent per word.
Stamps accepted in payment undor 25
words; over 25 words, cash, money
order, ete.

PAVILION OVERPRINT -
PRAGA 1938 SHEET

After the opening of the Cechoslo-
vak pavilion at the New York World's
Fair the Czechoslovak Participation
overprinted miniature sheets of Brat-
isleeva, as listed in the Scott's cata-
logue under No. 239, with the coat
of arms of Czechoslovakia and the
words “Czechoslovak Participation
New York World's Fair 1939 Czccho-
slovak Pavilion".

The sale of these sheets proved a
full moral and finaneial success. The
supply is praectically exhaus‘ed and
no more sheets will be overprinted.
The rrmaining few of this issue can
be had at the Czechoslovak pavilion
or through malls at 75 cents each.

Due to large demand the Commis-
sioner General decided to overprint
the sheet Praga 1938, as li tod in the

1940 Scott’'s catalogue under No. 251..

These sheets are placed in the same
tvpe of folder as the Bratislavia is-
sue and will be on sale beginning
Sept. 3 at the (zechos'ovak pavilion.
Friends of Czechoslovakia ang phila-
telists can purchase these sheets for
76 ecents aplece. It is expected that
due to & small supply these over-
prints will be quickly sola our. wreal-
crs may purchase these sheets at a
special discount directly from th>
Czechoslovak pavilion. The net pro-
ceeds of the sale of these issues are
used to maintain the Czechoslovak
pavilion.

These sheets will be sold together
with a Bratislave newspaper sheet
for the total price of $1.40. Singly the
Bratislava newspaper sheet ig so'd
for 75 cents,

( |
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J. W. Lowey, 201 Marcy Place, Bronx, N. Y.

Tod Raper, 15563 Clifton Ave., Columbus, Ohio

J. M. Stephen, 37 Queensdale Ave., Toronto, Canada.

Guy Greenawalt, 2301 Cathedral Ave., N. W, Washington, D. C.
Frank Kovarik, 2502 8. Kedzie Ave. Chicago, IlL

George F. Smyth, 945 Main 8t., Bridgeport, Conn,

. R. Ferryman, 505 Fifth Ave, New York, N. Y.

Tir, Otte R. Pozdena, 6205 Woodside Ave, Woodside, L. 1., N. Y.
A, J. Hrivnak, 285 Addison Rd., Riverside, Il

Mrs. Antionetta Vedra, 1401 Sixth St, Bay City, Mich,

John Velek, 3808 Gladstone Ave, PBox 66, Riverside, Il

Dr. Charles H. Evans, 158 Harrison St., East Orange, N. J.
Dr. 8. Hoechstetter, 210 E North St., Dwight, I

H. H. Smith, 328 8. Main 8t, Findlay, Ohio.

Nicholas A. Bogdan, 464 Genesee St., Trenfon, N. I.

C. J. Pearce, 2833 N. W. Thirteenth St., Oklahoma (City, Okla.
Mrs. Mildred Glawe, 9640 S, Seeley St., Chicago, IIL !

A. J. SBouba, Prineipal, Junior High School, Chisholm, Minn.
Peter Kreischer, 42, W. 110th Place, Chicago, 11l

Russell T. Waines, 43 Albertus Ave, Toronto 12, Canada.
Fred W. Peters, 5000 Warwick Awve, Chicago, I11,

Alfons Stach, 116 Nassauy St., New York City.

Michael Zemany, Jr., 2235 N. Benson Rd, Fairfield, Conn,
Dr. Julius L. Pearl, 23 Chestnut St., Audubon, N. J.
Wolfgang Fritzsche, P. O. B, No. 175, Valley Stream, L. I, N. Y.
Dr. Wm. Reiner-Deutsch, 211 E 19th 8t., New York, N. Y.
Dr. W. R. Jaffrey, 64 Hughson St, Hamilton, Canada.

W. (. Slocum, 32 Sixth Ave, Room 1561, New York City.
James A. Plotz, 1616 S. 59th Ave,, Cicero, T

Charles Cizek, ¢/o Kudlacek, 510 E 78th St., New York City.
Joseph Janacek, 3014 S, Twelfth St., Tacoma, Wash,

Dr. Ralph Ritzman, 3 Downer Place, Aurora, Til

Lolly M. Horechny, 856 Valley St, Newark, N. J.

Mrs, Wm. W. Dickinson, 2006 Reid Ave., Bluefield, W. Va.
Louis A. Ruzicka, 3006 58th Ave., Oakland, Calif,

George N, Pearce, 141 W. Chippewa 8t. Buffalo, N. Y.

Paul Sturman, 1601 Beaver Ave, Pittsburgh, Pa.

William T. Sudds, 500 Fifth Ave., New York City.

Frank Voticky, 52 (Clark 8t, Brooklyn, N. ¥.

Newton Sample, Fallbrook, Calif,

W. L. Russell, 13 Park Crescent, Moone Ponds, Victorla, Australia.
Bobumil Seger, Plzen, Skretova 38, Bohemia-Moravia,
Gustay x Kopta, 1636 Woodview Ave, Lincoln, Neb,

Mrs. 3. R. Skopecek, Box 232 Colfax, Calif,

Vincent Domanski, Jr., 4546 N. Carlisle St., Philadelphiz, Pa.

Deceased: V. Losa, D. D. Pittsburgh, Pa.

Members are asked to keep the above list confidential.
Any change of address should be reported to the
editor of The Specialist immediately.




FIELD POST

0f Czecho-Sjovak and Allied Armies in Sibaria and
Their Postage Stamps

Translated By Frank J. Kovarik

Continued from Last Month

Couriers who rode from Samara on
the Volgz to Simbirsk and Xazun,
from Chelabinsk to Ekaterinburk and
from Ekaterinburk to the front car-
ried the entire mail in knapsacks,
bags, or packages whereas the cour-
ifer from Irkutsk to Chita had an en-
tire freight car at his disposal.

Field post offices were orgenized
as_follows: in Syzran (conducted by
0. Jankovec) near the battle lines;
divisional field post office in Sam-
ara (br, Likar); army office in' Chela-
binsk (br. Cervenka, later my suc-
cessor); divisional office in Ekater-
inburk (br. Lebl); postoffice in Omsk
(pmg Zilvpr); office in Krasnojarsk
(br. Tenca):; In Irkutsk (br. Sched-
iwy); and in Chita (br. Z. Oplustil).
Sometime later an office was opened
in Novenikolajevsk (br Skipecek,
later br. Syrovy).

Only one postoffice (the one con-
nected with the National Council in
HEkaterinburk, was housed in a build-
ing, all the others were housed in
railroad cars commandeerey from the
Czech station masters for this pur-
pose. In these cars was not only the
home of the “resident postal offiecial™
but also the night quarters of the rail-
way mall clerks. Except tor salary,
the personnel of all post offices was
attached to the nearest military units
(such as commissary, ordinance.
quartermaster. ete.)

As far as an inventory of each sta-
tion's necessities all depended on the
individual postal officigls to get what
they needed locally, No lamps were
had and illumination most often de-
pended on candles and in the mail
carg on torches, Work done by the
light of an open stove door on nlgnt
trips was not unusual. As far as pf-
fice equipment was concerned, pagper,
penecils, ink—these things were un-
obtainable. At one time one of the
heads of a local office wrote out his
report to me with chalk on the side
of a malil car.

From the heginning the fleld post
offlce limited itself to the handling

of the couriers’ pick-ups from Eka-
terinburk ang the front lines! that
is, only first eclass mail matter. It
was impossible to do better when we
take 'into consideration that of the 56
postal volunteers only § were postal
officizls and 4 postal employees. This
condition changed within » month
when with additiong my personnel
rose to 86 members of whom 9 were
cxperiencegq post men. (Here the su-
thor gives names of the experienced
personnel ana where they worked—
unnecessary here.)

All first class mail was handleg in
the simplest manner, official mail
(equivalent to registered mail) was
recorded by mnumber and address.
Every trip of the ambulant posts wus
announced telegraphically and mili-
tary handlers of mail were requested
to meet the train to accept madl for
theilr statlion and turn over the pick-
up, except where a stationary offico
was ‘ocateq which took care of this
detail. In such instances the mail
was delivered by letter-carriers.

As soon ag the volunteerg of our
army got accustomed to the services
of the field post, the volume of mail
began to increase, The information
bureau hegan to work harder, print-
ed matter and newspapers hegan to
multiply. Br. Kudela simplified things
for the central office by preparing
forms for us so that preparing them
by hand gropped off., Quartermasters
began to look around for material we
could use. The first mail cars were
soon too small and we looked around
fur bhetter cars. What success! The
Technieal branch of the Army placed
at my disposal 10 fine freight cars
and equipped and prepared them ac-
cording to my plan. They had sev-
cral advantages, chief of these being
automatic brakes which enabled us to
couple them with passenger trains
agnd thus they did not have to be
cabooseg of traina. The last finished
car was ready for us in January, 1919,

The greatest success of the field
post office came when the service



was ‘fransferred to the General Staff
under the direct command of Quar-
termaster General br. Klecanda. He
substantiated my independent work
and under his leadership nothing
seemed impossible, On October 18,
1918, he ordered that at least once
each week a railway mail ecar must
make g trip to Vladivostok (one and
one-half months after the western
and eastern parts of the Czech army
joined) and asked Immediately for a
plan for a complete trip from Chela-
hinsk to Viadivostok. T submitted
my plan Oct 21, and on Oct 24, the
first Azilway mail car left Chela-
binsk for Viadivestok with br. Kal-
ous, a very energetic and conscient-
ious postal official as chief clerk with
orders to learn all that would he nec-
essary to put this line on a well fun-
etioning basi=. Whereas at this time
I had only five cars, @nd these were

constantly rolling along the rails,
whenever a longer stop was made,
repairs were possible.

With the expansion of the line all
the wav to Vladivostolk it was im-
peratiwe that ‘new ‘post offices e
eatablished. It was necessary to act
guickly ang by telegraph. On the
day the mail car left Chelalinsk, hr.
Schediwy of Irkutsk were requested
to proceed immediately to Viadivos-
tok and open an office there. Br.
Tenca in Krasnojarsk was ordered to
proceed  immediately to Viadivostek
ang upon the arrival of br. Kalous in
Vladivostok to return with the mail
train west, The telegraphic orders
were promptly obeved, and the post
office in Viadivostok wias open 24
hours hefore the arrival of the Chel-
hinsk mail and br. Tenca, atter a few
hours rvest in Viadivostok, proeceeded
westward having been informed of
the various handicaps to be met en=
route by Br. Kalous.

The distance from the west, Chela-
binck to Viadivostok, is about 7000
km. and our Crech field post, whieh
on its first trip to Viadivostok be-
came al-o the field post of the Al-
Hed Armies, attained a world record
in postal transmisgion. The time of
the trlp, 10 to 14 davs without chang-
ing ecars or personnel and subssng
on tea, bread, and canned meat, was
really spectacular. I believe that no
one will ever exceed our record. Our
accomplishment, Cz'echoslovak post-
men, who at the commencement of
the fielg post were Austrian traitors,

we were at that time the first post-
men of the future Czechoslovak Re-
puhlic.

At the time of the extension of the
service to Vladivostok post offices
were opened in Harbin, Chita, and
Barnaul, to the west in Ufa, Zlatoust.
Tumen, and Kurgan, a courier station
in Chishma and a courier trip to Tro-
jecko. Beginning November 1, 1918,
parcel post and money order service
was organized. In 1919 additional of-
fices were organized in Tajza (under
the supervision of br, Schovanek),
Achinsk, Marijinburg (br, Tenca).
Nizni Udinsk, and Tomsk, Upon the
regquest of the National Council 1
worked out a plan for the transpor-
tation of mail to the homeland
(Czechoslovakia) and our first cor-
respondenge reached there in the
spring of 1919. Mail to the homeland
was transported on ships on which
our invalids were vreturned, after
making connections with Praha
through Canada. A special post of-
{ice was organized in Viadivostok to
care for the foreign mail, and it was
conducted ably by br., Emr.

With the departure of the Czech
regiments eastward, the post offices
on the west were being discontinued

and others, between Irkutsk and
Vladivostok, were established. Be-
gides the office in Imnokentjevsk

new offices were opened in Cicikar,
Chand-Achedzi, Nikolsk, TUssurijsk,
First River, Russian Island, at the
Military Staff of the Fapr East, and
in the Tinancial Department, The
Propoganda and Information Couneil
hag its own post office in their train,
which was fully ocecuplied in working
the mail handled by this unit,
According to the new organlzation
of the field post approved in the fall
of 1919 new offices within the fleld
post were established: assistant to
the chief postmaster (br. Cervenka),
ehief of the Railway Mail Service (br.
Schovanek, later br. Korecek), con-
troller of the Foreign Mail (br Lebi),
later br Vidimsky), headmaster of the
office (br. Kula, later br. Vincent).
Upon ships at the time of the evac-
uwation of the homeland, a field post
statlon was set up under the super-
vigion of a ship postmaster. There
were in a1l 16 of these, the last ol
them having a eancellation with the
legend “President Grant XXXV."
An attached tahle shows the growth
of the field post in itg individual per-



.month, The group

ifods with statistics of malls handled,
and it may be added, that of all par-
cels sent (except two which rén into
the sea and could not be rescued) and
all money, orders, not one was lost.
As for newspapers and vnamphlets,
I will repeat the words of br. Kudela
who. in Manchuria, said: "Almost ev-
ervthing we printed was carried bv
the field post ang almost everything
was safely delivered.” Considering
the conditions then existing in Si-
teria. T can well he gatisfied and this
satisfaction was heightened in an ar-

tiels which appeared in the dailv
newspaper “Czech Daily” under the
caption “Good-bye’: the field post

often worked under such trying con-
ditions that often it seemed an im-
possible task.

Continued Next Month

NEW CATALOGUES ON WAY

The 1040 editlons of the various
catalogues published in Bohemia-Mo-
ravia, which will list issues of the
former republic of Czecho-Slovakis
and the issues of Bohemia-Moravia,
will appear sometime in October.

QOutstanding point about these cat-
alogues will be the price revisions,
with price marks skyrocketing during
the last year. Since it is expected
that the hetter items will still go
higher, some catalogue compilers are
arguing that it might be better to
omit prieing in the coming editions
until the market agaln stabilizes.

NEW YORK CHAPTER PLANS

At the last get-together of the New
York chapter, held Sept. 1, it was de-
cideg to hold these meetings here-
after every first Monday in the
will gather at
Mike Lindenfeld's restaurant 1528
Second Ave., negr T9th St, in New
York City. In case of a hollday fall-
ing on Monday, the meeting will be
held on the following day. All mem-
bers living in the vicinity of New
York are cordially invited and urged
to attend these gatherings.

AUTHOR PREDICTS FATE
OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Recommended for interesting read-
ing is an excellent article published
in the November, 1928, issue of “Hob-
bies”, and written by Vincent Dom-
anski, Jr., Ameriea's foremost specizl-
ist in the issues of Poland.

Mr. Domanski dwells in very force-
ful language wupon the betraval of
zechoslovakia and with marvelous
vision prediets the dissolution cof the
country in the near future, The bhal-
ance of the article is a description
of the highlights of Czecho-Slovak
postal issues from 1918 to 1938, with
details given as to the artists who
created them.

The Secretary is happy to announce
that Mr. Domanski is one of the So-
clety’'s newest members, We are in-
deed glad to bhe able to welcome such
a prominent collector to our ranks.

NEW SLOVAKIA CATALOGUE

A catalogue listing and pricing the
postal issues of Slovakia since its
geparation from the mother country
has peen comniled by Lad. Novoiny,
who arranged the 1937 Bratislava ex-
position,

It consists of 32 pages and is writ-
ten in the Slovak language, The price
is three koruny, which is approxi-
mately 10 cents in Awmerican noney,
members wishing a copy should send,
we belleve, about 20 cents in United
Stertes commemorative stemps to the
publisher, Mr. Fr. Borovy, akademisle
knihkupectvi, Bratislava, Slovakia.

NEW SCOTT LISTINGS

Mecording to Member Alfons Stach,
the coming addition of the Scott's
Standard Catalogue will contain sev-
eral listings omitted up to now, How-
ever, Hugh (lark, editor of that book,
has not yet divalged which items will
be added. The additions were dis-
cussed in the July lssue of the Spec-
falist by J. W. Lowey.



