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NEW POFIS CATALOG 68

This big year of Czechoslovak Philately—the Praga 68 Exhibition and
the Fiftieth of the First Czech stamp (Hradéany)—was marked—before the
fateful and brutal Soviet occupation of Czechoslovakia—by some additional
philatelic events. One of them was the publication of Volume I of the defin-
itive Monography of Czechoslovak stamps and another was the appearance
of the new Pofis 68 Catalog. Let’s say at once that its comparison with
previous editions of Pofis catalog is favorable. The new catalog is slightly
larger sized book (about two inches higher), printed on a better quality paper
than 1 the past. Due to its larger size, it has only 377 pages against 4338
pages of the 1966 Pofis catalog. It includes all Czech stamps up to the 1968
Praga airmail stamps and in addition to all previous special features it also
includes one page supplement with all domestic and foreign mail rates in
Czechieslovakia from 1918 to 1939 inclusive. Generally, price quotations in
the new catalog are 25 to 30 percent higher as compared with the 1966 cat-
alog. Some valuations, especially in the post World War II issues—Praga
1962, national costume series and some souvenir sheets—are even higher.
Percentage-wise, many FDC’s are also quoted much higher than before.

I think we may also point out some features of Pofis Catalogs which we
consider very interesting and attractive for the average stamp collector.
First, it is the vse of different types and sizes of letters to alert the collector
about the relative importance and rarity of each Czech stamp. Thus for
example a bold and large type is used for all stamps which—according to
the catalog’s editors—ought to be included in any general collection of Czech-
oslovak stamps. The same size but a lighter type letters denote all varia-
tions of each particular stamp, which could b= added to the general collee-
tion Finally, the small-sized type is used to tell the philatelist that these
stamps or their variations belong, and, in fact, should be included in any
specialized collection of Czech stumps. A slightly different but similar meth-
od is used in pricing of stamps. Quotations in italics mean just an estimated
valuation and this is used in ca<e of those Czech stamps which appear on the
market only infrequently and for which there is no regular and current price
quotation available. Then there are stamps in Pofis Catalog which have wo
price valuation at all. Just a symbol: -,-, -,-. This is to remind the catalog’s
user that the respective stamp with such quotation is so rare that it -does no%
appear on the market at all and consequently it is impossible to establish
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any fair price evaluation for it. In case you might be interested, the 1968
Pofis catalog includes in this calegory practically all the rarest Czech stamps,
for example Posta Ceskoslovenskd 4 K light green, granite paper Type I ana
Type II stamps (Pofis No. 50). Then Pofis No. 531 (10 K purple granite pa-
per Type II stamp) and others like Pofis 155¢ (Headless Chainbreaker error)
Allegories no. 178 a, b (setenants); also airmail no. 6a used and airmail no.
22a. Speaking of airmails, we discovered a glaring “boo-boo” in the descrip-
tion of one stamp of the Praga 68 airmail series. It is No. 60—the 1.60 K3
stamp with the view of U. S. Capitol which the new catalog describes (see
page 343) as “The White House, Washington.” All in all, the new Pofis
catalog represents an advance from the previous ones and should be “a must”
for any serious collector of Czechoslovak stamps. We do realize the handi-
cap of the language barrier for non-Czech collectors, but with the help of a
good American-Czech dicticnary this barrier is not insurmountable. (1hv)

POSTA MILITARE 52
CZECHOSLOVAK FIELD POSTS: 1918-20
By Bohumil Matejka
(Prague, Czechoslovakia)
Reprinted from The American Philatelist
{Continued from the October issue)

While a truce was being observed in TeSin, the Peace Conference in Paris
held negotiations, set a line of demarcation between Poland and Czechoslovakia
and established a committee from the Allied powers to settle the dispute by
working out a definite solution tc the entire TeSin problem.

In the meantime, the Fourth Infantry Brigade was formed in February
1919, which was sent to the Tesin region. Both the Second and Fourth Infantry
Brigades were later transferred to Slovakia and the line of demarcation held
by new reserve troops from hinterland.

During this conflict there existed no Czechoslovak Field Posts nor Co!l-
lecting Offices in this area. The only exceptions were the 33, and 35 Battal-
jons of the Italian Legion which were detached near the Slovak border. Thesa
dispatched their mail to FP No. 22 through the Sorting Office in Zilina. At
all the other units, mail was sent free of postal charges in the manner used
in Slovakia until Dec. 31, 1918, i.e., through the civilian post offices. (Fig. .8)

Day's Order No. 1724.2.191% of the IV Infantry Brigade states: * . ..
regiments will send all private unfranked mail, stamped with their regimental
unit stamps directly to the Fry#tat post office and not to the Brigade Com-
mand . .. "

The quoted passage from the above Day’s Order clearly shows that mail °
of the military units stationed at that time in the Te8in region was handled
and delivered by the civiliun post offices only and was free of postal charges.

THE ORIGIN OF THE FRENCH LEGION: This is the first time we
meet with Czechoslovak legionnaries from France who were transferred to
Czechoslovakia in January 1919. Part of them remained in Prague; the rest
sent (at first) to the TeSin region, later to Slovakia.

There were but few Czechs and Slovaks in France during World War L
At the beginning of the war, Aug. 20, 1914, Company “Na Zdar,” comprising
850 soldiers, was formed by volunteers from their ranks. It served and fought
as a part of the French Foreign Legion.

Later, Aug. 2, 1917, other Czechoslovak volunteers formed the First In-
fantry Brigade, which consisted of the 21st and 22nd Infantry Regiments.
Czech and Slovak volunteers from the United States joined these two regi-
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ments as well as the 23rd which was formed later. There were 2,309 volun-
teers from the United States and these Americans were centered in Amiens.
492 volunteers joined from the Serbian and Montenegro Army; 664 from Italy
and 270 from France. Other volunteers kept joining, especially from the
P.O.W. camps in Marseilles, Nantes, Valet and Indra. Our French Legioa
numbered 9,957 volunteers in all.

The training and organization of the brigade was finished in the spring
of 1918, whereupon it was sent to the front near Darney (on June 10-12, 1918).
This brigade fought near Terron, Arras, Vouziers and Chestris. When this
Brigade left Cognae, the 23rd Infantry Regiment of “American Slovaks” began
to form and was fully establishea June 14, 1918. Volunteers of this regiment
were mostly Czech and Slovak nationals from the United States. With the
addition of the 23rd Infantry Hegiment, the First Infantry Brigade grew into
a Division. (Figure 7.)

Figure 8. Patriotic card from an Italian Legionnaire sent free of postal
charges through civilian post office in Slovakia.
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Parade Of New Issues
Edited by Frank Kosik

OVENSKO

§ CESKOSLOVENSKO € CESKOSLOVENSKO 'on'st.gvmsgp

“XIXth Olympic Games 1968 in Mexico”

A set of six commemoratives was issued on April 30, 1968. The denom-
inations, colors, and engravers:
30h—Black, blue, red-brown; Bedfich Housa
40h—Black, yellow, green, violet; Jindra Schmidt
60h—Black, red, green, ochre; Josef Heréik
1 Kés—Black, blue, red, green; Jindra Schmidt
1.60 Kés—Black, violet, orange, green; J, Mracek
2 Kés—Black, blue, red, yellow; Josef Heréik
The stamps were designed by Josef Liesler and depiet various Olympic
events, Mexican art and Prague architecture. All six stamps bear the five
interlaced rings that the the symbol of the Olympic Games.
The stamps are printed by rotary recess print combined with multicolor
photogravure in sheets of 25—the dimensions of the stamps pictures, 30x49mm.
Three First Day Covers, designed by J. Liesler and engraved by J. Gold-
schmied were issued with cachets depicting motifs from Mexican art.
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“25th Anniversary of the Battles at Sokolove”

Om March 8, 1968 the Czechoslovak Post and Telecommunication Admin-
. istration issued a commemorative stamp titled “25th Anniversary of the Bat-
tles at Sokolovo.” The stamp, denomination 30h, was designed by Jaroslav
Lukavsky and engraved by Jaroslav Goldschmied. It depicts a map showing
the battlefields of Sokolovo and the inseription “I. és prapor—Sokolovo—8. 3.
1943” / 1st Czechozlovak Battalion /. The stamp was printed at the Post
Office in Prague by rotary press print combined with photogravure in three
colors—dark green, red and blue—in sheets of 50. The dimensions of the
stamp pieture are 30x23mm.

A First Day Cover, designed by J. Lukaxsky and engraved by J. Gold-
schmied, was issued with the stamp. It depicts a group of combatants.

“International Human Rights Year”

Issued on March 8, 1968, denomination 1 K’s, designed by Milan Hegar
in accordance with the recommended theme and engraved by Jindra Schmidt.
It was printed at the Post Printing Office in Prague by rotary recess print
in red-brown in sheets of 50. The dimensions of the stamp picture are 23x30
mm.
A First Day Cover, designed by M. Hegar and engraved by J. Goldschmied
was issued with the stamp. The cachet depict sthe emblem of the Universal
Postal Union.

SO NSED

S

“Liptovsky Mikulas”
Issued on March 25, 1968, denomination 30h, was designed by Vincent
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Hlo#ik and engraved by Josef Heréik. It depicts the architecture of the town
and a portrait of Janko Kral the writer. Printed in Prague by rotary recess
print in dark green in sheets of 50. The dimensions of the stamp picture
are 30x23m.

A First Day Cover, designed by V. HloZnik and engraved by J. Gold-
schmied was issued with the stamp. It bears motifs of the countryside and
the people of Liptov.

Cornerstone of the National Theatre

On March 25, 1968 a commemorative stamp dedicated to the 100th anni-
versary of the laying of the cornerstone of the National Theater in Prague.
The stamp, denomination 30h, was designed by Karel Svolinsky and engraved
by Ladislav Jirka. The picture is an allegory depicting a girl’s head. Print-
ed by rotary recess print combined with photogravure in red and gold in
sheets of 50, dimensions, 23x30mm.

A First Day Cover, engraved by J. Goldschmied and designed by K. Svo-

linsky was issued.

POSTAL STATIONERY COLUMN
By Wolfgang Fritzsche

On page 101 (September 1968) we reported the PRAGA aerogram nat
1.20 Kes. There are actually 4 varieties:
The instructions on back in 2 lines of equal length:
language Czech and French
language Slovak and French
The instructions in 1 long and 1 short line:
language Czech and French
language Slovak and French
In June 1968 2 regular postal cards were issued:
30h stamp sepia, view of Praha, legend at lower left in Czech
30h stamp sepia, view of Bratislava, legend in lower left in Slovak.
. Sept. 1968, envelope size 17Ex128 mm, stamp: head of Svoboda, 60h red
ToWn.
Postal cards with privately imprinted cachet at left:
30h brown Novoiny, cachet: 1838 1/7 1968 130 let postovniho dfadu MILEV-
SKO
30h sepia view of Prague, cachet: A. B. SVOJSIK, 5IX.1876 — 17.IX.1933
30 vyroci imrti
Printed to private order:
80h Novotny brown, card of smoll size 140x98 mm addressed to MOTOTECH-
NA, nirodni podnik prsdejna, on back a table to fill in an order fo:
spare parts for cars.
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Nova Ves Chminanska
Hmifianska Nova Ves
Nova Ves Hronska Hronska Nova
Ves

Novad Ves Chminanska
Chminanska Novia Ves
Nova Ves, K¥imov- K¥imov-Nova
Ves

Nova Ves Moravskd Moravskia Novi
Ves

Novi Ves Pefovskd  Pecovska Novi
Ves

Nova Ves Spisski
" Nova Ves Spifski

Spisskid Nova Ves
Spidskid Nova Ves

Kipele Kipele
Novd Ves Svifiska Chmifianska
Nova Ves

Nova Zitva Novd Ves nad
Zitvoa

Nové Dvory Méstské Nové
Méstské Dvory
Novejea Hronski Hronska Novi
Ves

Novejsa Lak8arska Lak8irska Novi
Ves

Nové Mesto Kysucké Nové Mesto
nad Kysucou

Nové Mesto Slovenské Slovenské
Nové Mesto

Novosady Olomoue 11
Novotny Novot
Nuéice, Hofelice- Hotelice-Nuéice
Niirschan Nytany
Nusle, Vrsovice- Vriovice-Nusle
Nusslau Nosislav
Nydek Neydek v Cechach
Nyéreshaza NereZnice
Nyitra Nitra
Nyitrabajna Bojna
Nyitrabinya Handlova
Nyitradivék Diviaky
Nyitraegerszeg Jagersek
Nyitrafd Gajdel
Nyitraivanka Ivanka pri Nitre
Nyitrakolos Kliz Hradiste
Nyitrakoros KduSovee
Nyitraludany Ludany nad Nitrou
Nyitranovak Novaky
Nyitrapereszlény Preserany
Nyitraperjés Pradice
Nyitrarudné Rudno, Zupa
nitrianska

Nyitraszerdahely  Nitrianska Streda
Nyitraudvarnow Udvarnok
Nyitratdjlak Ujlok
Nyitrazsambokrét Zabokreky
Nyustya Hnitsta

Obars

Ober . . .

Ober Adersbach
Ober Altstadt
Ober Baumgarten
Ober Dannowitz

‘Oberdorf b. Komotau

Ober Einsiedel
Ober Elefant
Ober Georgenthal
Ober Gerspitz
Ober Gostitz
Ober Grund a. d.
B. N. B.
Ober Grund b.
Warnsdorf
Ober Haid, Bez.
Hohenfurth
Ober Haid, Bez.
Prachatitz
Oberhaid-Blum.
Horschlag
Ober Hennersdorf

Ober Hermsdorf

Ober Hohenelbe
Ober Kreibitz-
Schénfeld
Ober Langenau
Ober Leutensdorf
Ober Lindewicse
Ober Maxdorf
Ober Moldau

| Ober Neugriin

Obernitz
Obernussdorf
Oberplan

Ober Polaun
Ober Politz
Ober Prausnitz
Ober Preschkau
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Stary Tekov
Horni . . .
Horni Adrsbach

Hofejii Staré Mésto

Horni Péna
Horni Dunajovice
Horni Ves u
Chomiitova
Horni Einsidl
Horné Lefantovee
Horni Jifetin
Brno 1%

Horni Hostice
Horni Grunt u
Varnsdorfu

Horni Grunt

u Varnsdorfu
Horni Dvofistéd

Zbitiny

Horni DvoFisté-
Ces. Hersldk
Horni Henners-
dorf

Horni Hefmanice
ve Slezsku
Hotejdi Vrehlabi
Horni Ch¥ibska-
Schonfeld
Horni Lanov
Horni Litvinov
Horni Lipova
Horni Maxdorf
Horni Vltavice
Horni Neugriin
Obrnice

Horné Oregany
Horni Plani
Horni Polubny
Horni Police
Horni Brusnice
Horni Prysk

Ober Rauschenbach VvEné RuZbachy

Ober Rochlitz
Ober Rosenthal

' Obersalz

Ober Sedlitz-
Krammel

Ober Soor

Ober Stephanau

I Ober Tannwald

Ober Thomasdorf
Oberufer

Horni Roketnice
Horni Rizodol
VyEna Slana

Novosedlice-Kraml

Horni Zarov
Horni Stépanov
Horni Tanvald
Horni Domagov
Feriby

Ober Wernersdorf Horni Vernefovice

Ober Widim
Ober Wigstein

Vidim
Horni Vikstejn
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Ober Wildgrub
Ober Wisternitz
Ober Wolsdorf
Obesztercze
Oblas

{Obfany
Obusovee
‘Obysovee
Ocsad

Qéova

Oc¢ova Velka
Qévare Velké
Oderberg
Oderfurt
Odersch
Oldrau
Oelhiitten
Qels, Mih.
Ogfolderhaid
Ggyalla

Ohaj

Ohaj Doln§
Ohegy
Ohnisfany Staré
Ohrensdorf
Okérmezd

Olbersdorf (Béhm.)
Olbersdorf (Schles.)

Olbracheice
Gléa Zemianska
Olévar Vysny
Old#ichov Dolni
Oldrzychowice
Oleksovice Velkeé
Olesnice Zlatd

Qlivétin, Broumov-

Olivétin, Hefman-

kovice-
Olka Humennd
Olka Vysna
Olmiitz
Olspitz
Olsany na draze
Wils.
Glublé
Olved
Omsgena

Ondfejov, Beroun-

Opatovee Ipelské

Opatovice Velké
Oravska Polhora

Oravsky Biely Potok

Horni Vildgrub
Horni Vistonice
Horni Vliékovice
Stara Bystrica
Oblckovice
Brno 22
Kysag-Obiovee
Kysag-Obisovee
Oséadnica
Velka Odova
Velka Od&ova
Vying Olévar
Bohumin

nyni Piivoz
Old¥isov

Odry

Lhotka
Ole&nice na Mor,
Jablonec

Stara Dala
Dolny Ohaj
Dolny Ohaj
Staré Hory
Staré Ohniifany

Stiitez, okr. Hranice

Volovoje
Albrechtice

(p. Lanskroun)
Albrechtice ve
Slez.

Albrechtics, Slez.

Zemianska Oléa
Vysny Olévar
Dolni Old¥ichov
Oldfichovice
Velké Oleksovice
Zlatid OleSnice
Broumov-
Olivétin
Hefmankovice-
Olivétin

Nizna Olka
Nizna Olka
Olomouc
Ol3ovec
Olgany-Padejov

Stard Luboviia
Jastrabic
Om3zenné

Beroun-Ondfejov
Opatovice nad
Iplom

Velké Opatovice
Polhora, Zupa
oravské

Biely Potok,
Zupa oravska

Orechov
Oresany Horné

Orlik Horny - Vyiny

Ormezé
Orosvigovo
Oroszka
Oroszvég
Ofechov Velky
Osek Velky
Osgyan
Oschelin
Oschitz
Ostéko, Piikazy
Oskau

Oskotinck, Ronov-

Ossegg

Ossegg-Riesenberg
O:tratice (Velké)

December 1058

Orechové
Horné OreSany
Vysny Orlich
Straiske
Rosvigovo
Oroska
Rosvigovo
Velky Otechov
Velky Osek
OzZdany

Qselin

Oseéna
Piikazy-Osicko
QOskava
Ronov-Oskofinek

Osek u Duchecova

Osek-Risenburk
Velké Ostratice

Ostrava Moravskd Moravska Ostrava

Ostrava Slezska
Ostrawa Polska
Ostroh Uhersky
Ostrovec Horni
Osvényos
Oszada

Oszlany
Oszombat
Osztroluka
Otaslavice Dolni
Otatrafiired
Otésbanya
Otrokovee Horné
Ottendorf

Ottendorf b. Braunau

Ottendorf (Schles.)

Ottenthal
Ottovilgy
Ottowitz
Otura
Qusobi,
Ozorény
QOzorin
Ozorovce Horné

Padejov Olsany-
Paka Nova
Faka Stara
Paka Velka
Palast

Palitz

Palocsa

Pélocz
Faloneeza

Palosnagymezi

Palovee
Paludza Mala

Herélec-
Horka, zZupa gemezrska
Hoérka, Zupa gemerska

Slezska Ostrava
Slezgkad Ostrava
Thersky Ostroh
Horni Ostrovec
Ochodnica
Osada

Oslany
Sobotiste

Ostra Lika
Dolni Otaslavice
Stary Smokovec
Koterbach
Horné Otrokovee
Hadinee =1
Otovice u
Broumova

Otice

Ompital
Ompital

Otovice u Karl. Vara

Stara Turi
Heralec-Ousobi -

Horné Ozorovee

Ol3any-Padejov
Nova Paka
Starda Paka
Velka Paka

Plastovee
Palica
Plavec

Pavlovee nad Uom

Plavnica
Velké Pclz

Pavlovee nad Uhom

Palidzka
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Paludza Velka Paludza
Pélyin Palin
Panita Poniata
Panské Nové Dvory Méstské
Nové Dvory

Paphéza Papin
Papina Papin
Parfuss Bosonohy
Parchoviny Parchoviany
Parkan Parkan
Parkan-Néna Parkan-Nina
Parné Parchoviany
Parschnitz Pofiéi u Trutnova
Partschendorf Bartodovice na Mor.
Pasovského Chyse Cerchov
Passek Mihr. Paseka na Mor.
Pastichovo Pastichov
Paulowitz Olomoue 8
Paulsdorf Novy Novy Paulsdorf
Pausram Pouzdiany
Pavlovice u Pavlovice u
Nezamysloc Kojetina
Pavlovice u Olomouce Olomoue 8
Pavlovice Velké Velké Pavloviee
Pazdics PazdiSovee
Péolina Psolina
Péoline PHolina
Fétolina Piolina
Pécsujfalu Pedovskd Nova Ves
Peéky Cervené CGervené Peéky
Pekelany Kecerské Peklany
Peklany Kecerské Kecerské Peklany
Pelsdorf Kunéice
Pelsicz Plesivac
Pelyvas Plevnik
Péna Horni Horni Péna
Perbenyik Perbenik
Perecseny Perecin
Peredmér Predmier
Fernartitz Bernardice
Pernharz Pernarce
Peterbaude Petrova Bouda
Péterlak Petrova Ves
Petershurg Petrohrad
Petersdorf Petrovice
Petersdorf a. d. Tess Petrovice na
Désné

Petersdorf b. Petrovice u Jind#i-
Hennersdorf Schles. chova
Petersdorf b. Trautenau Petfikovice
u Trutn.

Peterswald, Bohm. Petrovice, okr.
ChabaFovice

Peterswald (Schles.) Petfvald ve
Slezsku

Petrovice Velké Velké Petrovice
Petrov, Sudoméfice- SudoméfFice-

Petrov
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Petrowitz by Wagstadt Pustéjov
Petrowitz-Seiwedl Petrovice-
Zavidov

Petschau Beéov nad Teplou
Petzer Pecr
Pezinok Pezinek
Pflanzendorf Dfivéice
Pfohlwies Velviz
Pfraumberg Pfimda
Pial Dolny Dolny Pial
Piesling Piseénid na Dyji
Pietwald Petivald ve Slezsku
Pihanken Béhinky
Fila Jozefova Turdek
Pila¥, Chlumec- Chlumec-Pilai*
Pilgram Pelhiimov
Pilnikau Pilnikov
Pilsen Plzei
Pilsenetz Plzenec
Pinke Benkov
Piotrowice Petrovice u Frystatu
ve Slezsku

Pirkenhammer, Doubi-Pirken-
Doubi hammer
Pirnik Brnicko u Unéova
Pirnitz Brtnice
Pissendorf Piskov
Pistany Piedtany
Pittarn Pitadrna
Pladen Blatno u Jesenice
Plachtince Dolné Dolné Plachtince
Plan Plani u Tachova

Horni Plana
Chodova Plana
KniZeci Plané

Flana Horni
Plania Chodova
Plané Knizeci

Planie Pléané’
Platsch FPlaveé u Znojma
Platten Blatno v Rudoho#i
Platten bei Blatno u Karl. Vart
Karlsbhad
Platten bei Blatno u Chom-
Komotau ttova
Platz Misto
Platz Straz nad Nezarkou
Plauschnitz PluZna
Plavonica Plavniza
Fleissnitz Plesivee
Pleso Strbské Strbské Pleso
Pleénice, ulice- Ulice-Plesnice
Ploschkowitz Ploskovice
Ploschkowitz- Plogkovice-Byéko-
Pitschkowitz vice
Plumenau Plumlov
Pobedény Pobedim
Poéernice Dolni Dolni Poézrnice

Horni Podernice
Chvaly-Pocernice

Poéernice Horni
Poéernice, Chvaly-
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Podbjel Podbiel

Podersam Podbofany

Podgrodzie Spisské Podhradie

Podhradie Krasnohorské Pod-
Krasnohorské hradie

Podhradie Plavecké Podhradie
Plavecké

Podhradie PovaZiske Podhradie
Povaizke

Podhradie SpiSské Spig:ké Podhradie

Podmoklice, Semily- Semily-Pod-
moklice

Podolin Podolince
Podoli, Svijany Svijany-Podoli
Podol Vapenny Vapenny Podol
Podseditz Podsedice
Pograny Pogranicsa
Pohl Polom
Pohlig Polaky
Pohoreld Zeleziaren Pohoreld
Pohorellavasgyar Pohoreld
Pohrlitz Pohotelice
Pochmiihl Bocheri
Pojdom Podomi
Pokau bei Aussig Bukov u Usti
n. L.

Pokrivnica Koprivnica
Polana Poljana

Polana Krajnd
FPolana pri Snine
Polana Velka
Polanka Tatransks

Krajni Polana
Velkd Polana
Velka Polana

Tatranskd Pol-

anka
Polany Velké Velka Polana
Pole Krilovo Brno 12
Polena Poljana
Pole Panské Panské Pole
Polepp Polepy
Police Horni Horni Police
Polisch Pila (Tekovska)

Politz a. d. Elbe
Politz-Sandan

Boletice nad Lab.
Police-Zandov

Pollau Palava
Pollerskirchen Ousobi
Polnischleuten Polskd Lutyné
Polnisch Ostrau nyni Slezska

Ostravsa
Poloma Velka Velkd Poloma
Polomka Polonka

Polom Pusta
Polom Velka
Polskd Ostrava
Polubny Dalni
Polubny Horni

Pusta Polom
Velka Polom
Slezska Ostrava
Dolni Polubny
Horni Polubny

Pomeis Nepomysl
Pomitsch Pomyée
Pénik Pojniky

Fonikla, Piivlaky-
Popovice Velké
Poppitz
Poprad-Velka
Popradné
Popradno
Popradremete
Popudin

Poreba

Poroskd
Poroszka
Poroskov

Porstendorf b. Mihr.

Triibau
Poruba Horna
Poruba Zavaini
Pori¢i Spalené
Potiéi Velké
Possitz-Gross

Grillowitz
Possitz-Joslowitz

Postelberg

Fostoloprty, Béezno-

Postiekov Stary

‘Postupice, Jemnisté-

Pistyén
Péstyénfiirds

‘Potéhy, Tupadly

Potok Bily
Potscherad
Potschmiihle
Fotenstein
Poutnov, Mnichov

' Povdzska Tepliéka

Povrly, Nestédice-

Pozdisovee

Pozsony
Posonyalmas
Pozsonybesztercze

'Pozsonycsakény

Pozsonyivanka

Pozsonynddas
Pozsonyplispoki

Pozsonyszarfo
Pozsonyszollos
Fozsonytaksony

Pozsonyvezekény

Prackendorf
Pracsa
Prag

December 1969

Piivlaky-Ponikl4
Velké Popovice
Popice
Poprad-Velka
Papradné
Papradné

Mnisek nad Poprad.

Popudiny
Poremba
Pereéin

Pruské
Poroskovo
Borsov u Mor.
T¥ebové

Horna Poruba
Zavainid Poruba
Spalené Po¥idi

Velké Poiiéi n. Met,

BoZice-Kiidlovice

BoZice-Jaro-
slavice
Postoloprty
Brezno-Postolo-
prty

Stary PostFekov
Jemnigté-
Postupice
Piestany
Pieitany kupele
Tupadly-Potéhy
Bily Potok
Poéeradce
Peckovsky Mlyn
Potétin
Mnichov-Poutnov
Teplicka pri
Ziline
Nestédice-Povrly
Pazdifovee
Bratislava
Jablonové
Bystrica pri
Bratislave
Cakaii

Ivanka pri
Bratislave
Nédas
Biskupice pri
Bratislave
Zarfia

Vajnory

Takson
Vezek§n
Prakova
Vajnory

Praha
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THE EMISSIONS AND CANCELLATIONS OF
SUBCARPATHIAN RUSSIA AND SOUTHERN SLOVAKIA

By Roger Richet (Bourges)
Translated by Ernst M. Cohn (Washington)
(continued from last issue)

The Hungaro-fzech “Visszatért” Cancels

Five special cancels, shown below, were prepared in Hungary to com-
memorate the return to Hungary of the Czech territories of subcarpathian
Russia and of southern Slovakia, torn away from Czechoslovakia,

All these official cancels curry the name of the town, the year “1938,"
and the word Visszatért, which is a shout of victory for Hungary’s putting
its hand on the provinces whick it had coveted for a long time, signifying
“return to the mother country.'

The only cancel different from these was that of Ipolysdg, carrying the
legend “Az elsé Visszatért magyar véros” 1938 Okt 11, meaning ‘“the first
repatriated town.” 2

A well-informed linguist told us that the Hungarian word Visszatért
means return home, to the fold, to the mother country, but also implies the
idea of a final return without hope of ever leaving again, hence this cry of
joy by Hungary upon recovering the distriets of Ruthenia and southern Slo-
vakia.

These five cancels are all very jolly, it must be admitted, and such as
to fire popular imagination by their artistic character and ornamental dec-
oration.

Furthermore, the Hungarizan postman took special and obvious ecare in
using these official cancels. One gets the impression -hat these cancellations
had heen prepared in detail for a long time and were not the result of a
hasty and sudden decision, because, as we shall sea later, some of them were
used well hefore the decizion by arbitration at Vienna, for Beregsdisz and
Ipolysag. This clearly shows that the annexation of the districts in ques-
tion had long been premeditated.

It must be said, to be just and impartial, that that territory of Ruthenia
belonged to Hungary from 896 to 1918, that is, for 1022 years. Thus, Hun-
gary considered it just as (France does) Alsace Lorraine, whose return was
passionately and ardently desired.
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Mixed Frankings

Finally, we note that the official Visszatért cancel was always added an
the front of the correspondence, covering the stamps, and often also next
to the stamps. The date cancel, always in Hungarian, of course, is some-
times on the front and sometimes on the back of the correspondence.

One has the distinct impression that the use of these Visszatért cachets
was primarily a question of “orchestration” and propaganda for Hungary,
because the Hungarian postmen applied them with obvious satisfaction oa
everything given to them for cancellation. In effect, we find commemorative
cachets carefully applied t. simple slips of paper that were not used for cor-
respondence, even on Czech stamps already eancelled and put on bits of paper,
on magazine wrappers, etec,

Uur good friend Raymond Baudrez (Belgium), the eminent Belgian spec-
ialist on obliterations of that period, compiled the following list of towns
now Hungarian or Russian, having had a special cancel that can be found cn
Czecnh and Hungarian stamps. They are in subearpathian Russia and southern
Slovakia, the territories annexed by Hungary as a result of the arbitration
of Vienna on November 2, 1938:

A. Beregszasz (Berehovo), Ersekujvar (Nové Zamky) III. 1.

B. Léva (Levice), Komarem (Komarno), Losoncz (Luéanec), Ungvir (U#-
horod), Rozsnyd (Roznava), Rimaszombat (Rimavska Sobota), Dunas-
zerdahely (Dunajska Streda) INl, 1a.

Munkéces (Mukacéevo) Ill. 1 and 1b.

Kassa (Kogice), IIL 1le,

ipolysdg (Sahy)

(1) Munkdes had two such carcels, absolutely alike in design but differing
in dimensions. Onme, cireular, black, 84 mm. external diameter; the othev,
slightly larger, black or violet, 38 mm.

Kassa had four cancels, two metal ones and two rubbar ones, The former
two were 35 and 38 mm. in diameter. In the larger one the letters for
KASSA and VISSZATERT are taller, and the capital K of Kassa has a curvel
upper stroke. The two rubber cancels were used cnly on November 11, 1938.
The 56 mm. one has a single outer circle, the 38 mm. one a double circle. Tha

impression made by these rubber cancels is much blacker and sharper than
that of the metal cancels.

HE o
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These cancels were used for about two months, from October 9, 1938--
and hence before the Vienna agreement—until December 5, 1938.

These various commemorative cancels are known on the following Czecn
and Hungarian stamps of this period:

Czech stamps (Yvert Nos.): 252 to 256, 298, 299 to 301, 308 to 310, 320,
3204, 327 to 329, 332 to 346.

Hungarian stamps: 416 to 419, 449 to 460, 490 to 505, 513 to 518,

They are also found on covers, but very rarely, with mixed franking by
Czech and Hungarian stamps.

Our collection contains a Visszatért cancel without stamp. This is o
free-frank piece mailed by a Czech soldier stationed at Kassa when the town
was occupied by the Hungarians,

We also have a Czech military correspondence card, also without stamp,
with the Visszatért cancel of Munkaes and the date cancel of November 12.
1938. These two pieces are curious, because these towns were already oceu-
pied by Hungarian troops, as we shall see.

Here are the “first dates” that we have been able to establish for thesa
various commemorative cancels:

October 9, 1938 — Beregszasz

Oct. 11 — Ipolysig

Nov. § — Koméarom

Nov. 10 — Csodrgé (&ergov), Kassa, Losoncz, Munkdes, Ersekujvar, Rimas-
zombat

Nov. 14 — Léva, Dunaszerdaely

Nov., 16 — Ungvar
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To date, there is no documentation to indicate the last days of use for
each of these commemorative eancels.

We must mention a final ‘'sszatért cancel that of Kassa (Kosice, Slo-
vakia+ of November 12, 1943, to celebrate the fifth anniversary of its incor-
poration in Hungary. It carrics the legend: “1938 november 11 — Kassa
Hazatért — 12.X1.1943 — Cassovia Bélyegkiallitis,” surrounding the coat
of arms of Kassa. That was also the occasion for issuing a souvenir card in
blue and red, franked with Hungarian stamps, of course, and obliterated with
that cachet.

On. the left, this card shows an enlarged reproduction of the coat of arms
of Kassa, with a legend above and below mentioning the return of Kassa %o
Hungary on November 11, 1938,

To close this chapter, we mention that only the three towns of Berehovo
(Beregszasz), Mukaéevo (Munkads), and Uzhorod (Ungvar) belonged to sub-
carpathian Russia properly. All other towns using the Visszatért cancel be-
longed to various southern Slovakian districts.

‘Without going into details, we indicate that other Vissatért ecancels exist
from November 1940, when Roumanian towns were annexed to Hungary as
a result of the last world war.

Finally, the Visszatért cancel was used in May 1941, when Hungary an-
nexed Yugoslav towns.

These cancels were used the same way as the Hungaro-Czech Visszatért
cancels,

(to be continued)
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EDITORIAL

We must describe the fine job done by Member Hahn and his co-workers
in Washington in celebration of the 50th anmiversary of the formation of the
Czechoslovak Republic. We drove there and enjoyed the beautiful philatelic
display assembled by Mr. Hahn and Dr. Fischmeister at the Wilson House.
‘We also saw the fascinating documents including the original declaration of
indemendence of Czechoslovakia by Masaryk whieh was sent to President
Wilson and a number of other papers signed by Benes, &lefanik and leade-s
of other countries as well as the declaration of the heads of other states re-
garding their desire to becomez independent. On Saturiay evening we a%-
tended a meeting at the home of chairman Hahn of the Branch and the next
morning we left for New York. On the 26th of October the New York Branch
held its exhibiticn at the Collectors Club which was quite well attended and
even Herbert Block dropped in to see the material. We received word from
our president of the special exhibition held by the First Czechoslovak Philatelic
Club of America and that also was quite successful.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Dr. Richard J. Boucek, 1 Wilson Drive, Ben Avon Hts., Pittsburgh, Pa. 15202

ATTENTION MEMBERS

Your dues are payable in the amount of $5.00 to our treasurer, Thomas
Meeks, 532 West 145th Street, New York, N. Y. 10031. Please send your
check promptly. Of course our Specialist will continue to appear every month
regardless of all the deplorable activities of individuals who are “interested
only in stamp collecting and not in polities.”

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

For the Mcre Advanced Collector

. GUTTER PAIRS
209-11 St. Cyril — $5.00 (and one set only with Pl 1a

__________ 10.09),

(end one set only with PL. 1 __________ 10.00)
218-23 Castles — $4.00 230-1 Entente — $4.90
240 Castle — T75c (1 only PL 1 2.00) (1 only PL 1a 2.00)
249450 Scenes — 1.00 307-09 Reds (vertical gutters) 11.50

Back in stock—Pad8lky—Czecho Fergery Book $3.96 plus 60c¢ packing-shippine

B. J. MILLER & SON

264 East 180th Street New York, N. Y. 10457
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WANT TO BUY

MINT MINT
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

ISSUES 1923-1926

(Scott Nos. 92-118)
Fuil Sheets

Part Sheets
Blocks
Die Proofs
Color Trials
Plate Proofs
Rare Perforations
Varieties
Rare Watermark Posit'ons

ARTHUR 1. KESSLER

221 East 78th Street New York, N. Y. 10021




