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EDITORIAL

A few days ago we received for examiration a small vareel of older United
States stamps. This consisted of the 2¢ 1904 8t. Louis, 2¢ 1909 Alaska Yukon,
2¢ Pan. Pac. perf. 12, and a few other values, all cataloguing much more than
the original purchase price. Yet all this material was worth more than face,
The owner folded the stamps along {(or heside) the perforations, so that blocks
of eight or more became just that many singles, or worse. The collection was
“stored” in a small box so that very little air could ever reach the stamps: as
a result they are very hrittle, the perforations are breaking off; all in all, it is
a sight which brings a lump 1o a collector’s throat, Many non-collectors hold-
ing such possessions think they have a fortune and they look upon the appraiser
as a highwayman, though the truth is told them of what the value of the
stamps could be if they were treated properly. Yet many stamp collectors, who
should know better, house their stamp collections almost as poorly. It is ad-
vigsable to look at yvour stamps occasionally, 8o that just the right amount of
moisture reaches the stamps and they don’t fall apart after yvears of imprison-
ment in air-tight albums. We recall reading some vears ago of a collector in
Detroit who put his most valuable stamps into sealed envelopes and placed
them into an air-tight box in a bank wvault. After this collector's death the
executor took out of the bank wvault envelopes filled with paper dust, which
once represented old philatelie classies.

NEW MEMBER
306. Ant. Zouhar, Srhska 7/IM1, Brno XII, Czechoslovakia
CHANGE OF ADDRESS

161. Mrs. F. Gsner, Salem. Wis.
188. Ferdinand Maresh, 15605 Invermere Ave. Cleveland 20, Ohio.
248. Allen H. Seed, Jr., 922 NW Bank Bldg., Minneapolis 2, Minn.

NEWS and VIEWS
by the Editor

Among the many reasons why we continue to edit your Specialist, ia the
appreciation shown by many of the members. Member Arthur H. Moser sent
us one of these orchids and we take the liberty to quote his last paragraph: “I
have always enjoyed reading carefally the Czechoslovak Specialist and have
found it very valuable. May I take this opportunity to express my personal
thanks to vou for the time and effort you spend in making the publication such
an excellent. one?"’

* * *

A recent “communique” from our treasuver discloses the fact that about
50 members pald their dues for 1548 That represents only about 30% of our
membership. While it is true we are “rushing the season,” yet we are sure
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there are more than 50 members who want to see our Society grow and pros-

per. If you haven't mailed your dues to Mr. Greenawalt, do so now. We tried

to do everything as easy for you as possible by sending you a ready-to-mail

envelope in September. Act promptly.
" L *

Two members do not believe we should have any news of U. 8. stamps in
our Specialist; two members think it is a magnificent idea. With only four mem-
bers interested in either pro or con, it is difficult for the editor to form an
opinion of the wants or the dislikes of members. Advice (constructive eriticism
of the old war days) from all members will be welcome and appreciated.

i # *

We read the following in “Ceskoslovenska filatelie” edited by Ervin Hirsch
and published in Prague.

“Warning to our fellow countrymen in the U, 5.—Our collectors who vis-
ited the International Exhibitlon in New York had during their stay in the
United States occasion to see a number of collections belonging to fellow coun-
trymen. In the case of speclalized collections of Czechoslovakia they saw plenty
of worthwhile material but also much worthless stulf, which even a beginner
in our country would refuse to buy—such as so-called designs, proofs, essays,
waste, ete, ete. For this material, we are informed, high prices were paid in
the assumption that the material actually represented genuine items. In most
cages however the material is not genuine and its actual value (if we can speak
of a value) is only a fracticn of the price paid.

“At the present time an American dealer is visiting Prague and buying up
whatever resembles a stamp, in particular privately made designs, waste and
telated junk which can not be sold in Czechoslovakia. TUndoubtedly he is buy-
ing the stuff with the intentlon to unload it on our fellow countrymen over
there and that is the reason why we are issuing this warning.

“We will be only too glad to answer all inguiries regarding this ‘export
material' with which in the past oversea specialists were gypped and are to be
gypped again. We will appreciate it if fellow editors will relay this warning
and we are sure that they will have the gratitude of interested philatelists.”

* * *

Member Woodbury wrote a very fine letter about the Soclety to member
Fritzsche. As the letter concerned the Specialist in several ways, Mr. Fritzsche
was kind encugh to send it to the editor. Excerpts are published herewith:

“The Specialist should include short biographical sketches of candidates for
office. Members do not know one another and this may help in electing the
best man to the office.

“] wish more of the members would join the %2 or §5 scale. I am not a $5
member but I would he interested in paving the difference If 10 members who
have not done so hefore would do so for the coming yvear to help assure adequate
sums for all the material of value published ftor us. When men go to the
trouble of passing on such good work and ideas to us, | think the publishing
funds should be available.

“In the membership list it would be well if special interests of each member
could he noted as

Fritzsche—Central Europe, cancels, Germ, States & Colonies.

Woodbury—Cancels of Czech, Modern U. S.

Whatever the member considers his main interests. This would give a cue as
to kindred souls and would he a guide in what may sell well in the hourse or
in the circuits.”

NEW ISSUES
Just as we readied copy for this issue of the Specialist the postman arought

a letter from the Ministry of Posts announcing new issues, On Oct. 26, 1947, a
stamp series commemorating the 30th anniversary of the October Revolution
(of Russia) and will consist of the following values and colors:

2.40 Kes red 4. Kes blue
and on October 24th, 1947, two stamps commemorating the 150th anniversary
of the birth of Stefan Moyses, also in two values:

1.20 Kes violet 4. Kes blue
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HOW TO COLLECT AND EVALUATE TRIAL PRINTINGS OF
CZECHOSLOVAK STAMPS

by Zdenek Kwvasnicka, Praha

I have seen in the collections of our countrymen in America several col-
lections of Czechoslovak stamps and each of these contained many trial print-
ings and printer's waste. The pleasure in eollecting this type of material stems
from an effort to copy specialized collections of United States which contain
essays, die and plate proofs, as also because gur dealers who brought much
of this material with them to America in 1838, helped propagate its collecting.

There are many trial printings of the early days of the Republic and I shall
endeavor to explain them coherently so that the collector may know what has
value to a collection and what is unmistakably worthless.

Essays, trial printings and printer's waste can be collected along two lines.
The first is to create a specialized collection, that is: to collect everything (ex-
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cept private issues) or secondly, to place it as illustrative material of a special-
ized Czecho collection. In this second line it is necessary to be meticulously
careful that only such material which has a definite bearing on the issued
stamps is incorporated into the collection.

This can be classified as:

1. Essays
2. Trial printings
3. Printer's waste,

Essays can be subdivided into two categories: a) official essays and b)
private essays.

The official essays are only those essays which have been either ordered
by the government or were presented to the government as a result of a com-
petition subscribed by the Ministry of Posts and which were later printed in
the likeness of stamps so the officials in charge could judge for themselves the
value of such an essay for stamp purposes.

In the years 1918-23, the Czechoslovak government through its Postal De-
partment and with the cooperation of many of its best artists tried to issue
really fine stamps. Tn 1919, a contest was held to choose new stamps, but not
one of the many designs submitted was used. Only the design of carrier pigeon
by Prof. Benda, was used by that artist as a basis for his design of the new-
paper stamp. The Department had most of these essays printed in the size of
postage stamps in order to judge them in their final arrangement.

In this way the collectors obtained a large number of submitted essays
which, at one time, were avidly collected primarily ‘hecause many of the deal-
ers catalogued them and beceause many appeared in auctions. These were prin-
cipally the works of masters Benda, Bruner, Mudrunka and Kysela. Bruner's
essay “Liberated Republic” was later used, with modifications, for the regular
igzsue. Into this group of essays belong the drawings of prof. Max Svabinsky's
“president T. G. Masaryk” in oval, not only in the small (50h) format, but also
the large (1200h and 2000h), This very well executed design was so good that
the department used it for three values (125h, 500h and 1000h). The two high
values, (1200 and 2000h), due to changes in postal regulations, were found un-
necessary and never issued, The value of these essays in our country ranges
from 15 to 30 Kecs each, :
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The greatest misfortune to the collector are private essays., These have
been printed in the establishments of Haase and Unie as well as in smaller
shops by some artists who wished to present them to the department and, being
refused, offered them to collectors. These are chiefly Ryjacek’s printings (por-
traits of Masaryk, Komensky), Mudrunka's (head of girl in national costume),
Kupka's, Matous’ and others. Among these we find Zizka on a horse, Komensky
in his study, etc. Collectors are most often fooled because these labels carry
the inscription ‘“‘Posta Ceskoslovenska” and it is for this reason [ consider
these very dangerous to the collector's pocketbook. Philatelically these items
are absolutely worthless because they have nothing to do with postage stamps
and the submitters used the inseripticn without authority. No one knows how
many of these exist, who has the dies and when they may again be printed.
My advice is to shun this stuff altogether.

In the later vears, essays of submitted designs were photographed to the
size of postage stamps and judged from this print, so that nothing really inter-
esting reached the collectors hands, FPerhaps the refusal of Czecho collectors
to purchase these items had some bearing on this departmental decision.

(Next installment about trial printings.)
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THE MASARYK ISSUE
by G. Greenawalt and F. J. Kovarik

Unwatermarked Paper

By decree #57 published in the Bulletin of the Ministry of Posts and Tele-
graphs of May 25, 1827, it was announced that postage stamps, produced from
recess engraved plates and printed originally on watermarked paper, would be
printed on unwatermarked paper after June 1, 1927. The decree ordered that
the stamps printed on watermarked paper should be used up.

The decision to abandon the use of the watermarked paper was arrived at
for reasons of economy. It was decided that the more complicated printing
from line engravings was a sufficient guarantee against counterfeiting and that
the use of watermarked paper was unnecessary. The thinner unwatermarked
paper was cheaper and its use resulted in a better product than was possible
with the thicker watermarked paper. Na changes were necessary in the plates
previously used. The thinner paper had more tendency to warp and curl after
the gumming operation but this difficulty was overcome by adding gum breaking
rolls to the printing machines. The breaker rolls resulted in the gum line var-
ieties listed in some catalogues,

When the use of the unwatermarked paper was begun stamps were belng
produced with the portrait of President Masaryk, also with the small views
(20h to 2.50 ke values 1926-28) and with the large views (crown values 1926-28).
Consequently, both watermarked and unwatermarked paper were used in the
printing of some of these issues. Type VI of the portrait stamps was printed
first with watermarked paper and later with unwatermarked paper. Type VII
was printed with unwatermarked paper only. The 50h and 60h values of the
portrait with the changed design were printed with both papers while the 1 Ke.
value was printed with unwatermarked paper only. The large views were print-
ed with hoth types of paper. Some of the small views were printed with both
types of paper while others were printed with only one type or the other. The
use of the watermarked paper was discontinued during this period and since
then unwatermarked paper only has been used.

New Design

By decree #67 of June 26, 1926, it was announced that after July 1, 1926
stamps of the 50 h and 60 h denominations which were being produced by
photogravure (neotyvpe) would e printed from steel engraved plates on the
Stickney Rotary Press, the same as the crown values,

In order to produce these values by the newer and cheaper process of steel
engraving and Rotary Pre.s printing steel plates were needed. A new die was
produced for use in the manufacture of the steel plates. The new die retained
the general design used on the photogravure plates. The vignette is the same
except for the hackground which is cross lined. The inscriptions in the top and
bottom panels are in unshaded letters on a cross lined background. The linden
leaves in the side panels lean outwardly, as in the photogravure issues, but the
hackground is cross lined. The figures of value are solid unshaded numerals
appearing in the corner shields on a background so closely cross lined, that, in
most stamps, it appears to be solid. Solid white lines outline and separate the
vignette, panels and value shields, the outer lines forming an outline for the
entire design. The value shields are decorated by a wavy white line near the
edge of the shields. The entire design is bordered by a solid colored frame line.
The format is 18%x21% mm.

Because details of the design were changed in making new plates stamps
printed from plates manufactured with the original die have been designated
by Hirsch-Franek, Ekstein and others, as Type 1 while stamps printed from
plates manufactured at a later time have been designated Type IL

The different values of this issue and the different printings of the values
were placed in cireulation at different times as they were produced. All values
were valid for postage until February 28, 1937.
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Stamps Discontinued

By decree #58 of July 4, 1928, it was announced that on August 1, 1828,
the 2Ke, 3Kc and 5Kc values would be taken out of circulation.

By a later decree the 1Kc value was taken out of circulation on February
28, 1937.

The records do not show how many copies were issued for each of the
various types of the 1Ke, 2Ke and 3Kc values. Only total quantities for each
value, all types and papers included, are known. They are as follows:

1K¢ carmine, Types [-VII, 352,000,000 stamps
2Ke dark blue, Types I-II, 34,000,000 stamps
3Ke dark brown, Types I-III, 17,300,000 stamps
AKe blue green, Type I, 7,700,000 stamps.

These figures are taken from an Ekstein catalogue which, in the opinion of
most specialists in CzZechoslovakia, are most aceurate,

The Neotype 50 h 50 h (Type I)
Die 1.

The 50 h value was firet produced from plates manufactured with the or-
iginal Die I. One form was used in the printing consisting of two plates of 100
subjects each. The plates were marked 1, 1A,

Printing was commenced in June 1926 and the stamps were placed in cir-
culation on July 20, 1926. Watermarked paper was used in the printing 4dnd all
four horizontal watermark positions exist with position 5 being the scarcest.
The stamps are perforated 93;. The color is green.

Elkstein lists a variety on carton paper.

50 h Coil Stamps

By decree 9% of October 6, 1926, it was announced that stamps of the 50 h
denomination printed on the Rotary Press were also to be issued in coil form of
300 subjects for stamping and vending machines.

Plates marked 2, 2A were manufactured with the original Die I and were
used in the production of the coils which were perforated 93 vertically.
Printing was begun in September 1926 and the stamps were placed in circula-
tion in October 1926, They were produced in coils of 500. A colored line be-
tween the 20th and 21st stamps marks the joint line between the plates, Wat-
ermarked paper was used and horizontal positions 5 and 7, only, are known to
exist, with position 7 the scarcest.

Ekstein lists a variety on carton paper.

A total of 5,000,000 copies was issued.
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50 h Coil Stamp

Die 11

50 h (Type I)

‘Additional plates, marked 3, 32A were manufactured for the 50 h value and
they show changes in the design which indieate that a new die (Die 1I) was
produced for their manufacture. The right whisker is pointed and not wavy as
in Die I. The white lines separating the side panels from the vignette, and
also the adjoining stem lines of the Linden leaves, extend to and join the white
line on the bottom of the top panel and do not stop short of the latter as in Die
I. The format is 18%x21% mm.

Printing was begun in March 1927 and the stamps were placed in circulation
April 15, 1927, Watermarked paper was used in the printing and all four hori-
zontal watermark positions exist with positions 5 and 7 the scarcest. The
stamps are perforated 93;., The color iz dark green,

Ekstein lists a variety on carton paper.

A total of 171,000,000 copies of the 50 h value (Die I and Die II printings)
was issued on the watermarked paper,

Beginning in June 1927 unwatermarked paper was used in the printing of
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the 50 h value. Plates marked 4, 4A and 5, 5A were manufactured with Die II
and used in this printing. The stamps were placed in circulation July 10, 1927.
The perforation and the color were unchanged, A total of 400,650,000 copies
was issued.

60 h

Plates marked I, 1A which were produced for printing the 60 h value were
apparently manufaectured with Die 11, the only change heing the numeral of
value. Printing was Legun in July 1326 and the stamps were placed in eircula-
tion in September 1926. Watermarked paper was used- in the printing and all
four horizontal watermark positions exist. Position b is scarcest. The stamps
are perforated 93 . The color ranges from light red violet to deep red violet.

A total of 31,900,000 copies on watermarked paper was issued.

Beginning in June 1927 unwatermarked paper was used for printing the 60
h value. No new plates were manufactured however and the perforation and
color were not changed. These stamps were placed in circulation September
12, 1927. A total of 82,120,000 copies on ynwatermarked paper was issued,

Die 111

1 Ke.

By order #101 of October 17, 1927 a 1 K¢ value was announced with the
same design as the 50 h and 60 h values. While the design is the same on this
stamp a separate die (Die IIl) was apparently prepared for the manufacture
of the plates for this value. The shade lines on the face of the portrait are
deeper and more uniform. The cross lines forming the background of the vig-
nette are deeper and give a more nearly solid appearance to the background.
Some of the vertical background lines along the outside edge of the right side
panel are missing and others are incomplete and indistinet. The background in
the value shields is very eclearly cross lined and the decorative white line near
the edge of the shields is straight and not wavy as in the previous values, The
format s 19%x22 mm.

The plates prepared for this value were marked 13, 13A: 14, 14A; 15, 15A
and 16, 16A. Unwatermarked paper was used in the printing. The printing
was commenced in May 1927 and the stamps were placed in ecirculation in Oc-
tober 1927, The stamps are perforated %3 . The color is ecarmine red.

A total of 410,330,000 copies was issued.

(The End)

Frant. Trpisovsky, PRAHA XIl, Vocelova 9, Czechoslovakia, is ready to sell
or exchange all stamps of Europe. Specializing in Czechoslovakia and Slovakia.
Correspondence in Czech, English and French.
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A LISTING OF COMMEMORATIVE POSTMARKS USED IN
CZECHOSLOVAKIA DURING THE YEAR 1946

Karlovy
Vary 1

Marianske
Lazne 1

Mnichovice

Liptovsky
Svaty Mikulas
Brno

Uherske
Hradiste 2

Praha a, b, ¢

Liberec 1

Marianske
Lazne 1

Cesky
Krumlov
Loucen

Brno 1
Praha 1
Bratislava 1

Bratislava 2
Banska,
Bystrica
Nove
Zamky 1
Klaster
Tepla

Liberec
Autoposta

Praha
Autoposta

Prerov 1

Cesky
Krumlov
Praha 82

Praha
Autoposta
Lanskroun

Praha
Autoposta
Komarne

Karlovy
Vary 1

Stara
Boleslay

Kolin 1

Podebrady
Autoposta

Moravska
Trebova

. Praha 1
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(Continued from last issue)

Filmovy Festival 1-15/8/
Film Festival

do
Sjezd I a II. Odboje 3-4/8/

Convention of 1st and 2nd Revolutions
Oslavy 25. vyrocia objavu Demanovskych jaskyn 2-3/8/
25th ann. of discovery of deman caves

IV. celostatni sjezd ceskoslovenskych filatelistu 4/8/
4th national convention of Cz. Philatelists

Den Zlechovskych hrdinu 11/8/
Day of Zlechov heroes

Congressus studiosorum orhis terrarum 13-31/8/
Narodopisne dny 15-18/8/

Literary days
Ukonceni 12. vzdelavaciho kursu ucitelu a profesoru

Closing of [2th cultural course for teachers 18/8/
and professors

Den cesko-francouzske vzajemnosti 18/8/
Day of Czech-French Unity

Slavnosti slovanskeho shratreni 18/8/
Celebrations of Slavie brotherhood

25, Jubilejni sjezd ESC 31/8-10/9/
25th jubilee convention of ESC

Narodni soutez cs, posty 4/9/

National competition of Cz. posts
Druhe vyrocie Slovenskeho narodneho powvstania 29/8/
2nd ann. of Slovac national uprising

do

de

do
Prohlaseni Blalioslaveneho Hroznaty patronem 8/9/
politickyeh veznu
Proclamation of Blessed Hroznata as patron of
political prisoners
Vystava “Buduieme osvobozene kraje” 8/%/
Exhibition “Reconstruction of liberated country”
Prazske marianske poutni oslavy v Lorete 12&16/9/
Marist pilgrimage celebrations in Loretto
1896-1946—Jubilejni oslavy cs. strany lidove 14-15/9/
Jubilee celebrations of Czech Peoples' Party
50 let Narodni jednoty posumavske 15/9/
50 years of National Sumava Unity
Letecky den 15/9/
Aviation Day

do
1246-1946—700 let zalozeni mesta 15, 22, 28, 29/9/
700th ann. of founding of the city
PVV 16-22/9/
I. Sjazd ceskoslovenskych kolonistov 13-15/9/
1st convention of Czech colonists
QOdhaleni pametni desky Karluy Marxovi 232/9/
Unveiling Karl Marx memorial tablet
900 let koste.a sv. Vaclava 27-29/9/
900 years of Church of St. Vaclav
Dny brannos“i 28-29/9/
Preparadness days
Jirikovy dny 28-29/9/
Jirik days
Vystava postovnich znamek 28/9-1/10/
Postage stamp exhibition
‘Slavnoesti zahajeni velke opery 5. kvetna 1/10/

Festive opening of Grand Opera
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115. Nitra bl Filatelisticka Vystava 28/9-1/10/
Philatelic Exhibition
116. Bratislava 1 r Krajinska konferencia Cs, 0. L, L a IL
zahranicneho cdboja 28-29/9/
Local conference of 1st and 2nd revolution
117. Povazska bl Oslavy povisenia na mesto 13/10/
Bstrica Celebrations of elevation to a city .
11§, Pardubice 1 b Pamatece umucenych a popravenych postovnich
zamestnancu 26-27/10/
Memorial to tortured and executed postal employees
119. Klenci nad b Obnova Baarova pomniku na Vyhledech 24/10/
Cerchovem Restoration of Baar's monument on Vyhledy
120. Praha 31 b Sjezd cs, remesla 24-27/10/
Convention of Cz. trades
121. Pardubice 1 b Velka Pardubicka Steeplechase 20/10/
Grand Pardubice Steeplechase
122, Praha 1 I Celostatnl sjezd reemigrantn 26-27/10/
National convention of re-emigrants
123. Praha 1 b Celostatni manifestaeni sjezd Narodni fronty zen 26-8/10
Convention of Women's National front
124. Praha 77 b  pocta strasnickemu vysilaci 415m 27-28/104
Homage to Stirasnice partisan radio station
125. Hodonin 1 h  Otevreni skoly-Odhaieni pameini desky obetem okupace
School opening—Unveiling memorial tablet to 28/10/
victims of occupation
126, Praha 1 b I Sjezd svaza narodni revoluce 26-28/10/
1st convention of Natlonal Revolutionary Alliance
127. Prostejov 1 b Odhalent pomniku T. G, Masarvka 27-29/10/
Unveiling of monument to T. G. Masaryk
128. Praha 1 r Dwva roky prace—dva stupne k blahobytu 28/10/
Two years of work—iwo steps to prosperity
129. Praha 10 ao
Hrad
130. Praha 29 do
Nardni shromazdeni
131, Plzgen 1 do
132. Tabor 1 do
133. Usti nad do
Labem 1
134, Pardubice 1 do
135, Brno 1 do
136. Olomouc 1 do
137. Opava 1 . do
138. Praha 1 b Odha’eni pamatniku obeti nacismu zamestnancu
hilavni posty 1/11/
Unveiling memorial plague to P. 0. vietims of nazi
persecution
139. Praha 7 h I let Praha-Buecurestj 1/11/
letecka nosta 1st {light Praha-Bucarest
140. Dolny Kubhin 451 25, vyrocie smrti P. Q. Hviezdoslva 8/11/
2hth ann, of death of P. 0. Hviezdoslay
141, Kosice 1 hl Marato slobody-XVI. Slovensky maraton 28/10/
Liberty Marathon—16th Slovak Marathon
142, Praha 17 h I. let Praha-Oslo 6/11/
Letecka Posta 1st flight Praha-0Oslo
3. Jemnice ho a0 let drahv Moravske Budejoviece-Jemnice 9-10/11/
a0l years of Mor. Budejovice-Jemnice R. R.
144, Praha 1 b Alezinarodni studentsky den 15-18/11/
International student day
145. Habershirk b Odhaleni pomniky rmucenym hrdinum 17/11/
Unveiling monument to tortured heroes
146. Hodonin 1 b Polozeni zakledniho kamene okresni verejne nemocnice
Laying of cornerstone to countv h-spital 17/11/
147. Praha 10 h Tyge Brahe—400. vyroci narozenin 13-14/12/
Hrad i00th an. of birth of Tyzo Brahe
(b—black; bl—hlue; r—red; o—crange; v—violet: g—green.)

WANTED TO BUY OR BORROW faor plating purposes: (Czechoslovakia
rr Eastern Silesia #5, the 20h %lue green in h
VELEK, 2229 Kimhall Ave., Chicago 47, 111,

#4
ocks of four or larger. JOHN
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We Buy and Sell

All
European
Stamps

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1S OUR SPECIALTY

Of this country we have every stamp in stock

Alfons Stach

MEMBER C. P. 8. N. A,

99 NASSAU ST. NEW YORK, N. Y.

Telephone BEckman 3-0553




