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EDITORIAL CHIT-CHAT

If it is as hot in your part of the
country as it has been in Chicago this
past week You probably won’'t have
any more ambition to read this issue
of the “Specialist” or to work on yvour
stamps than [ had in making up this
issue.

With the coming of August the so-
called dog days will he upon us and
with summer activities such asswim-
ming, golfing, tennis etc.,, stamps will
perhaps be furthest from wyour mind.

A glance through this issue will re-
veal an article on the guarantee
marks used on Czechoslovakian stamps
and by whom most of them are ap-
plied. This article may be of great
interest to many since we have had
several requests for information on
this angle of our hobby.

Even though vaecations and hot
~weather are here, don't forget wyour
stamps altogether, take them with
you when vou are golng away and if
vou are staying home perhaps there
is & cool spot around the house where
you can play with your stamps and
also enjoy an' appreciable amount of
relaxation.

BITS ABOUT THIS AND THAT

Member Felix Brunner has moved
to Mexico City. Some time ago he
sent us a post card giving his new
address but unfortunately we have
mislaid it. Will Mr. Brunner please
send his address again to the Secre-
tary. Thank You!

Member Wm, Kuhns had a very
interesting article about Czechoslo-
vakia published in “Stamps” a few
weeks ago. CGood work Mr, Kuhns,

B. Heinz, master engraver and de-
signer - of many issues of Czechoslo-

vakia died recently in Prague at the-
age of 46.

The next get-to-gether of the Chi-
cago chapter will bhe held September
§ at the home of Mrs. Glawe. Mem-
bers and collectors in thls area are
cordially invited to attend.

Don't forget that this is wvour
“Bpecialist” and that it beecoms only
what wyou make it. We'll produce
bigger and better issues in proportion
to the support given us.

NAMES AND MEN
BEHIND GUARANTEE MARKS

By Peter Kreischer and J. W. Loway

When examining the reverse gide
of stamps, especially rarities of the
19th century, collectors will often
find tiny marks in the shape of in-
itials, names or ornament:. The o
are guarantee marks affixed by ex-
perts which are to show that the-itews
80 marked have been examined by
them and were found to be genuine,

In every country there are usually
one or more men who have given-a
lifetime to the study of its stamps
and who therefore are well gualified
to pass judgement upon items sub-
mitted to them. Many have world
wide reputation, such as for instance
the late Luff of New York, Mueller
of Vienna, Diena of Rome and many
others,

Czechoslovakia too has its experts
of which Jaroslov Leseticky was
dean, He was not only the first and

‘'one of the foremost experts of Czécho-

slovakian stamps Issued during the
early years of the Republic, but alse
a recognized authority of the stamps
of other countries as well. A repu-
tation gained as a colléctor and phil-
atelic writer for over 50 years,



g of satampm some 15 or
20 ydars: ago in comparison with to-
day- has undbrgome vast changes: To-

day. the student of stamps has a
world of technical knowledge avail-
able; methods of'detecting counterfeits,
fakes, re-perforation, fake 'cancella-
tion, repaired stamps; ete. ete.
lustratt; several -of the top flight rari-
ties. of the “Posta Ceskeslovenska
1919 overprints . which were submit-
ted. to Leseticky yvears ago and which
he found to be: gesuine in every res-
peet anmd to which he accordingly af-
fixed his guarantee marks were some
years later pronounced to be count-
‘erfeits by another expert. Subsequent
re-examlination by several other ex-
perts acknowledged the opinion of the
latter, This reversal of Leseticky’'s
opinion by another group of experts
did in no way put him in a bad light.
It iz simply explained by the faet
that Leseticky formulated his opinion
upon a basis and in comparison with
material available at the time and
with. which any expert was to judge
this particular issue.
ed that the 1919 overprintg are one
of the most difficult groups to be ex-
pertized, chiefly because the overprint
‘was done with set type, a type so
common that any printer had an
identical set of type in his own shop.

Another group of stamps which is
difficult to expertize is the imperfor-
ate “Dove” and the “Liberty” issues
and the 125, 500 and 1000 denomina-
tions of. the. Masaryk portraits of 1920.
A collector who wishes to be sure
that his imperforates are genuine will
buy either in blocks or in pairs. Yet
a great many are unable to afford
more than a single. They may well
do so, especially In cases where the
mark. of.a. well known expert appears
lon the back. Tt should be said that
no expert will attempt te pronounce
a single Imperforate stamp as such,
Usually they are handed full sheets
or large blogks for all around exam-
ination and. after having found them
genuine in every respect they then
apply their guarantee mark upon each
stamp. *

Not all symbols, initials or signa-
tures found: upon the stamps of
Czechoslovakia are those of experts.
the majority of stamps bear the fac-
simile of signatures of dealers. The
dealer does this for self protection
and will, if he Is reliable, take back
and make refund on any stamp that
turns out. to be unsatisfactory to the

To il=

It must be add- '

purchaser, provhding the .reverse: of
the stamp bears his signature.

As stated before; experts have made
mistakes, and rivalry between experts
is very keen. Some claim to be better
than. others, pointing to their longer
and’ wider experience, personal ability
and knowledge. In most instances
these: rivalries are- harmless “lip war-
fare” and seldom mean anything,

In speaking of mistakes and rivalry
one particular case should be men-
tioned, that of Ervin Hirsch, Editor
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of “Tribuna. Filatelistu’ and. Rudolph.
Gilbert, Professor of the Academy of
Graphic Arts at Prague. For the
past ten years these two men were
the acknowledged top experts of
Czechoslovak issues. Both have an
equally large following and in order
to retain the following have trespass-
ed the borders of accepted ethics on
several occasions. Their clashes in
the courts have been numerous, The
reagon for the rivalry between these
two men is due to the fact that sev-
eral vears ago one of them made an
error in examining a stamp and pro-
nounced it as genuine. The other
exposed the mistake and on every oc-
casion played it up. Ever since, the
two men have been locked in a dead-
ly feud.

If an impartial judgement should
be rendered as to the relative ability
of Leseticky, Hirsch aand Gilbert it
would be difficult to decide, All three
have devoted a lifetime to philately
and have written extensively., Lese-
ticky as the first editor of ‘“Cesky

Filatelista,” @Gilbert as his successor
and Hirsch as editor of “Tribuna
Filatelistu.” If however, judgement

hould be awarded on literary mer
snuch would have to go to Hirsch,
since he is the author of “Monografie
Ceskoslovenskych Znamek,” pu  lished
in 1935, a monumental work which
has no equal in contemporary phil-
atelic literature in Czechoslovakia.
Two more experts should be mean-
tioned. First, there is A. Sula, who

unquestionably is the: foremost stu-
dent of the early air mail isswres and
whose opinion and writlngs have: nev+
er’ beenm questioned- after thesa: 20
vears. The other is Franek; co-ed-
itor of Hirsch. Franek is an all a-
round expert, his particular field be>
ing the issues of the Czechoslovak
Army in Siberia and .its covers.
Stamps examined by Leseticky are
siened with a rubber facsimile of his

slgnature. Hirsch's likewise anda will
also use Hirsech-Tribuna., Rudolph
Gilbert signs in script and Franek

uses block letters, ’

Asg to ldentification marks by deal-
ers. The reason for their application
has been stated above. However many
dealers are experts in their own right
due to a long experience. Our deal-
er members, Stach, Kessler and Brun-
ner for instance, were recognized as
such in <C=zechoslovakia. and thelr
signature, if affixed to stamps, was a
sufficient expert guarantee. It would
be impossible to list every dealer of
Czechoslovakia who -signs or has
signed his stamps. Most of the noted
dealers are refugees from the country
and are scattered to all parts of the
world. The new names which we
hear of and which have established
themselves in Bohemia-Moravia are
in most cases uynknown to us. Of the
«ld ones which however were reliable
and whose signatures will often be
found on Czechoslovak stamps' are
Kaplanek, Ekstein, Nohejl, Stedry
and a few others,

THE “HRADCANY” IS%}EI_ EQ?BF CZECHO-SLOVAKIA:
By J. W. LOWEY

Reprinted from The American Philatelist, Vol. 52, Nos. 6, 7.)
(Continued from last month)

TYPE 11
(Original Engraving.)

In Type II, same as before, the only
difference being the lettering which
{s: now in color on white background.
100 haleru, brown,

200 haleru, blue,
400 haleru, purple,

TYPE. 1li

Type III has inscription Posta in
upper panel in large type. The word
Ceskoslovenska is now placed hori-
zontally ‘between the design and the
value. Side ornaments have been
changed. 1 haleru, browm.

50 haleru, viotet.



CZECHOSLOVAKIA FOR THE SPECIALIST

MINT A1 items offered are in finest condition and mint. Numbers MINT
in brackets refer to the Scott catalog. All expensive stamps are signed by
leading experts., Prices are in United States Dollars and Cents.
REVOLUTIONARY ISSUES (REVOLUCNI VYDANI)

First Prague Issue (I prazske revolucni vydani) 21 values Complete 3$20.00
Second Prague Issue (II prazske revolucni vydani) 21 values Complete $20.00
Mares Issue (Znamky Hlubocke) 42 values Complete ................ $30.00
Mares Issue, Inverted Surcharge, (pretisky prevracene) 42 values epl. $28.00

Srobar Issue (Srobarava vydani) 30 values Complete .........ccoc0nn. $35.00
Skalice Issue (Skalicke vydani) 14 values Complete ...........ovvun. $18.00
Bkout Issue (Skautske znamky) — USED — 2 values Complete ...... B0

Skout Issue Overprinted “Prijezd presidenta Masaryka” 2 values cpl. $60.00
HRADCANY ISSUE

26 h. (bb) TUltramarine ........vc0uvune $2.50

10 h. (43a) Green, lmperforate ........ 1.00

20 h. (45a) Rose, imperforate ......... 5.60

30 h. (47a) Light Violet, imperf. ...... £.00

30 h. (47a) Dark Violet, imperf. ...... 2.50

PIGEON ISSUE (HOLUBICE)

5h. (82a) Violet, Tete Beche Pair ............... .40
5h. (B82a) Violet, Tete Beche Pair, with gutter .. .45
10h. (83a) Olive, Tete Beche Pair ................ .70
10h. (83a) Olive, Tete Beche Pair, with gutter ... .80
20h. (84a) Orange, Tete Beche Pair .............. 3.00

20h. (84a) Orange, Tete Beche Pair, with gutter . 4.50
FREEDOM ISSUE (Osvobozena Republika)

40h (71a) PBrown, Tete Beche Palr ............... .80
40h (Tla) Brown, Tete Beche Pair, with gutter . 1.00
50h (86a) Green, Tete Beche Palr ............... 7.00

f0h (86a) CGreen, Tete Beche Pair, with gutter 11.00

80h (73a) Blue, Tete Beche Pair

fi0h (73a) Blue. Tete Beche Pair, wit

1923 JUBILEE ISSUE (Jubilijne 1923)

Complete Set (B133-136) All values in watermark position & ...$4.00

Complete Set (B133-136) All values in watermark position 6§ ... 8,00
= Complete Set (B133-186) All values in watermark position 7 ... 4.00
Complzte Set (B133-136) All values in watermark position 8 ... 6.00

The complete collection (4 sets) in all four existing watermark positions 20,00
1935 INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC CONGRESS |ssue (Olympijsky Kongres)
Complete Set (B137-139%) All values in watermark position 5 .. .$8.50
Complete Set (B137-139) All values in watermark position & ...10.50
Complete Set (B137-139) Al values in watermark position 7 ...10.50
Complete Set (B137-138) All values in watermark position § ,..21.00
The complete collection (4 sets) In all four existing watermark positions 47.00
1926 SOKOL CONGRESS ISSUE (Vill Vsesokolsky Slet)
Complete Set (B140-143) All values i the watermark position 5 .. 10.00
Complete Set (R140-143) All values in the watermark position 6 .. 22,00
Complete Set (B140-143) All values in the watermark position 7 ., 10.00
Complete Set (B140-143) All values in the watermark position § .. 22.00
The complete collection (4 sets) inall four existing watermark positions 60.00

I ‘also have the Jubilee 1923 Issue, The Olympic and Sokol Is-
sues used, on cards and letters with Special Cancellations.:
Want lists of collectors specializing in Czechoslovakia will be
appreciated and ftilled at reasonable prices.
TERMS: Cash with order. If not satisfied money will he immedi-
ately refunded. Postage extra on all orders under $3.00.
Al offers subject unsold,

POSTAL MONEY ORDERS must he payahle at New York City.

I. KESSLER _ Montreal, Canada 4529 Park Avenue




